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Be it remembered that on this, the fifth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
being the day set apart by law for the biennial meeting of the 
Legislature, the Senate of the State of Texas convened at the 
Capitol of said State, in the city of Austin, when and where the 
following proceedings were had : 

The Hon. David C. Dickson, Lieutenant Governor, and ex- 
officio President of the Senate, took the chair and called the Sen- 
ate to order. | 

Mr. James F. Johnson, acting as Secretary pro tem. Mr. 
Ward Taylor was appointed Sergearit-at-arms, pro tem. 

The roll of Senators elected since the last adjournment being 
called by districts, the following Senators appeared, pr 
their credentials, and being qualified, took their seats. From 

District No. 1, composed of the counties of Red river and 
Bowie—Solomon H. Pirky. 

District No. 3, Fannin and Hunt—Robt. H. Taylor. 

District No, 6, Upshur and Wood—Jonathan Russell. 

District No, 7, Cass and Titus—M. D. K. Taylor. 

District No, 9, Rusk—James. W, Flanagan. 

District No. 10, Smith and Vanzandt—Elisha E. Lott. 

District No. 12, Anderson and Houston—William M. Taylor. 

District No. 14, Shelby and Panola—James Truit. 

District No. 15, San Augustine, Newton, Jasper and Sabine— 
James M. Burroughs. 

District No. 18, Harris—Edward A. Palmer. 

District No. 19, Montgomery, Walker, Madison and Grimes 
—Jesse Grimes. 

District No. 21, Leon, Robertson, Brazos and Burleson—E. 
M- Millican. 

District No. 22, Freestone, Limestone, Navarro and Hender- 
son—Wm. H. Martin. 

District No. 25, Bastrop Travis and Burnet— John Caldwell. 

District No. 26, Calhoun, Victoria, Jackson, Goliad, DeWitt 
and Lavaca—S. A. White. 

District No. 27, Gonzales, Gaudalupe, Caldwell, Hays and 
Comal—Henry E, McCulloch. ° 
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| District No. 29, Starr, Webb, Nueces, San Patricio and Re- 
fugio—Edward R. Hord. 

District No. 31, Gillespie, Bexar, Medina and Uvalde—Sam- 
uel H. Maverick. 

The roll of the Senate being called, the following Senators 
answered to their names : 

Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Dearie, Flanagan 
Grimes, Hill, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Mave- 
rick, Millican, Palmer, 'Pirky, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, 
Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin , Taylor of 
Houston, Truit, Weatherford, and White. 

Nomination for Secretary being i in order, Mr. Allen nominated 
Mr. James F. Johnson—Mr. Flanagan nominated Mr. N. C. 
Raymond. Messrs Bryan, Taylor of Fannin, and Doane were 
appointed Tellers. The ballot being taken, Mr. Johnson received 
twenty-two votes—Mr. Raymond seven votes. 

Mr. Johnson having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected. 

The election of an assistant Seeretary being next in order, 
Mr. Palmer nominated Mr. Richard T. Brownrigg—Mr. Flana- 
gan nominated Mr. W. A.L. Swan. Mr. Brownrigg received 
twenty votes—Mr. Swan nine. 

Mr. Brownrigg having received a majority ofall the votes, was 
declared duly elected. 

The election of Sergeant-at-Arms being next in order, Mr. 
Potter nominated Mr. “Ward Taylor, Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. 
M. B. liwin. 

Mr. Taylor received twenty-five votes, Mr. Irwin two votes, 
Blank, one vote. 

The election for Door- Keeper being next in order, Mr. McDade 
Nominated Mr. S. W. Pipkin—Mr. Ta ylor of Houston nomina- 
ted Mr. James R. Brocken. © 

Mr. Pipkin received nineteen votes, Mr. Brocken five votes, 
Mr. Mangam three votes. 

Mr. Pipkin having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the Senate proeeeded to the election 
of Assistant Door-keeper. Mr. Grimes nominated Mr. H. M. 
Clare, Mr. Taylor of Houston nominated Mr. L. M. Truett, Mr. 
‘McCulloch nominated Mr. Wm. H. Pitts. Mr. Clare. received 
eighteen votes, Mr. Truett received ten votes, Mr. Pitts one vote. 

“Mr. Clare having received a majority of all the votes was 
declared duly elected. 

The election of Enrolling Clerk bei 


he next in order, My Bryan 
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nominated Mr. Frank Gildart. There being no other nomina- 
tion, Mr. Gildart received twenty four votes, Mr. Raglin received 
three votes, Blank two votes. 

Mr. Gildart having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected. $ 

The election of ee Clerk being next in order, Mr. . 
Russell nominated Mr. C. J. Garrison, Mr. Grimes nominated 
Mr. Nathan Mitchell, Mr. Hord nominated Mr. H. J. Byrd. Mr. 
Garrison received seventeen votes, Mr. Mitchell nine votes, and 
Mr. Byrd four votes. 

Mr. Garrison having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Doane, the Senate proceeded to the election 
of a second Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. Potter nominated Mr. Adolphe Menard, Mr. Grimes nom- 
inated Mr. M. B. Highsmith, Mr, Mullican nominated Mr. W. H. 
Carter, Mr. Hord nominated f. H. B. Ricky. 

Mr. Menard received eightgen votes, Mr. Highsmith received 
five votes, Mr. Carter recejfed four votes, Mr. Ricky received 
three votes. 

Mr. Menard having received a majority of all the votes, was 
deciared duly elected. 

Mog officers elect of the Senate came forward and were qual- 
ified 

On motion of Mr.. Grimes the Secretary was eee to 
furnish the House of Representatives and the Governor, with a 
list ot the officers. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the rules of the last Senate were 
adopted for the government ‘of the present, 

“On motion of Mr. Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
3 o'clock P. M. 


3 O’CLoox P. M. 

: Senate met—Roll called—Quorum present. _ 

A Committee from the House informed the Senate that the 
House had organized, and was ready to proceed to business, 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the Secretary was instructed to 
inform the House of Representatives that the Senate had organ- 
ized, and was ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved that a Committee of three be 
appointed to act with a similar Committee of the House, to in- 
form the Governor that the two Houses were orgonized, and 
ready to receive any communication he might wish to make 
—carried, 
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Mca: Taylor of Cass, Flanagan and Potter, were appointed 
said Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


* 


Tuespay, Nov., 6th. 1855. 
The Senate was called to order by the President, puruan, to 
- adjournment—Roll called—Quorum present. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
The President announced the following standing committees : 
Committee on the Judiciary, Messrs. Potter, Palmer, Taylor of 
Houston, Taylor of Fannin, Armstrong, Martin, and Flana- 
an. 
> .Committee on Finance, Messrs. Grimes, Milliken, Maverick, 
Scott and Burroughs. 
Committee on the Militia, Messrs. Maverick, Doane, McDade, 
Weatherford and Russel. 
Committee on Public Lands, Messrs. Scott, Pirkey, Scarbor- 
ough, Surperveile and Guinn. 
Committee on State Affairs, Messrs. Hord, Martin, Lott, 
Doane and Bryan. 
Committee on Indian Affairs, Messrs. Caldwell, McCulloch, 
Hill, Armstrong and Allen. 
Committee on Education, Messrs. Bryan, Taylor of Houston, | 
Palmer, Scarborough and Burroughs. a 
Committee on the Penitentiary, Messrs. Lott, Grimes, Pirkey, 
Superviele and Russel.. 
Committee on Internal Improvements, Messrs. Flanagan, 
Maverick, Palmer, Millican and Hill. 
Committee on Priveleges and Elections, Messrs. Martin, Mce- 
Dade, Guinn, Weatherford and Truit. 
Committee on Counties and County Boundaries, Messrs. Arm- 
strong, Superviele, White, Lott and Pirkey. 
Committee on Private Land Claims, Messrs. Taylor of Fan- 
nin, Truit, White, Doane and Hord. 6 
Committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries, Messrs. Mill ican, 
McDade, Burroughs, Allen and Truit. 
Committee on Claims and Accounts, Messrs, Hill, Guinn, Pot- 
ter, Hord and Bryan. 
Committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses, Messrs. 
Scarborough, Taylor of Houston and Taylor of Fannin. 
oo on Engrossed Bills, Messrs. Guinn, McCulloch and 
Russe 


Committee on Enrolled Bills, Messrs. Allen, White and Cald- 
well. 
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Committee on Public Debt, Messrs, Taylor of Cass, Caldwell, 
Scott, Flanagan and Weathertord. 

Committee to act in conjunction with a like Committee from 
the House, in the examination of the Treasurers Books and Ac- 
counts, Messrs. McCulloch and Taylor of Cass. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass, presented the petition of Geo. L. Bledsoe, 
praying for relief, which on motion, was referred to the commit- 
tee on private land claims. . | 

Mr. Taylor, chairman of the committee appointed to act in 
conjunction with alike eommittee on the part of the House of 

Representatives, to wait upon the Governor, and inform him of . 
the organization of their respective bodies, reported their duties 
performed. s 

Mr. Allen offeged the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'That with the concurrence of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the two Houses will go into the election of Public 
Printer to-morrow at half past eleven o’elock, a. m., and open the 
polls and compare the votes of the Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 
rnor elect. Adopted. . 

Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill for the relief of Bartlett Sims, 
:assignee-of Martha Parker. Read the first time. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to incorporate a literary Institution, 
_ainder the supervision and control of the Eastern Texaa Annual 
Conference, located at or near the town of Gilmer, in Upshur 
counhty,.in this State. Read the first time. 

Mr. Palmer offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That seats:be furnished in the Senate Chamber, 
for any Reporter wishing to report the proceedings of the Sen- 
ate. Adopted. _ 5 

Mr, McDade offered the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on printing and contingent ex- 
‘penses, be instructed to make arrangments-to pay out ofthe con- 
tingent fund for the use of the Senate, the postage on any and 
all newspapers and public documents, on which postage is re- 
quired by law, to be paid, which may be sent through the Post 
office by the members-of the Senate during the present Session. 
Adopted. 

My. Flanagan introduced a bill to repeal an Act regulating the 
public printing, approved December the 27th, 1851. Read the 
first time. 

A message from the Governor, through his private Secretary, 


was received, communicating the biennial Message of His Excel- ` 


lency, which on motion of Mr. Potter, was read; and is as fol- 
lows : 
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Gentlemen of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives ’ 

It gives me no ordinary pleasure to welcome you to the cap- 
ital, and to congratulate you upon the present condition of the 
State. We are receiving large accessions to our wealth and po- 
pulation ; our citizens are in the enjoyment of a healthful sea- 
son and an abundant harvest; every branch of industry receives 
its liberal reward, and our inhabitants are prosperous and happy 
in a degree unexampled in our former history. 

The cheering prospect she now presents, inspires the hope, 
that at no distant period Texas will be allotted that high posi- 
tion in political importance among the States of the Union, to 
which she is so justly entitled from the varied productions of 
her soil, the vast extent of her territory, and the industry and 
enterprise of her citizens. 

In communicating to you the condition of the State, I would 
most respectfully invite your attention to the provisions of the 
Act of Congress of the 28th of February last, proposing a final 
adjustment of our public debt, and of all claims against the 
United States. 

In lieu of the five millions of United States five per cent, 
stock still due to this State, under the Act of Congress of the 
9th of September, 1850, the Act of the 28th of February pro- 
poses to pay the sum of seven millions seven hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars to those creditors of the late Republic of Texas, 
for whose debts the revenues of that Republic were pledged, to 
be apportioned pro rata among them. - 

A copy of this Act is herewith submitted for your considera- 
tion. It is not to take effect, as you will perceive, until it shall 
be assented to by you; nor until youshall pass a law withdraw ~- 
ing-and abandoning all claims and demands against the United 
States growing out of Indian depredations or otherwise. 

The question of the acceptance or rejection of this Act, was 
_ gubmitted to the electors of this State at the late election, when 
but 25,427 out of about 45,000 who voted at that election, felt 
interest enough in the subject to vote uponit; of those who did 

vote, 11,609 were for its acceptance, and 13, 818 were for its re- 
jection; under the circumstances, I do not consider the result 
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of this vote any test of the opinion of the people of the State 
upon the merits of the Act, and do not think it should exercise 
any influence upon your action in regard to it. 

The Act provides for the payment of all of the debt of the 


late Republic of Texas, which has not heretofore been paid at 


par from our own Treasury, and will pay to each creditor about 
Seventy-eight cents on the dollar of the ostensible value of his. 
elaim on the 1st day of July, 1850, as ascertained by our laws. 

In deciding upon the acceptance or rejection of this Act, it 
should be borne in niind, that any final settlement of the debt 


embraced in its provisions must be assented to by‘the United 


States, the creditors and Texas. Texas alone cannot prescribe 
the terms on which it shall be settled, for she has already, by 
her previous legislation, consented that the United States shall 


retain the five- millions due under the Act of Congress of the 


9th ot September, 1850, until those creditors, for whose debts, 


_the duties of the late Republic of Texas on imposts were spe- 


cially pledged, shall first file at the Treasury of the United 
States, releases of all claim against the General Government 
for or on account of those debts, in such form as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury and approved by the 
President of the United States. 

The construction given to this provision by two Secretaries 
of the Treasury and approved by two Presidents, requires that 
all those creditors who hold any of the bonds or promissory 
notes of the late Republic of Texas, shall file sueh releases at 
the Treasury of the United States, before any portion of the 
reserved five millions of stock can be issued to Texas. 

Texas has protested against this construction, and on the 
31st of January, 1852, she passed. a law providing that each 
creditor of this class should be-paid the amount of his claim as- 
ascertained by her laws, when he should file a release of all 
claim against the United States and Texas, provided that gov- 
ernment woulll issue to Texas amounts of the reserved five 
millions equal to the sums for which such releases might be 


_ presented by Texas to the United States Treasury. ra g 


Up to this time the United States and a portion of these credi- 
tors have refused to assent to this law, and I do not think any — 
2 
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reasonable hope can be- entertained that this debt will ever be 
settled, either under the provisions of the original Act of Con 
gresss of the9th of September, 1850, or under the law of Texas: 
of the 31st of January, 1852. 

It is. a matter of much interest to the creditors as well as to 
our own citizens that this debt shall be speedily settled. It was. 
contracted in establishing and maintaining our independence, 
and every principle of honor and justice requires that we shall 
discharge it:as soon as possible, since we now have the ability: 
to do so. 

This act is generally understood to be acceptable to the ered- 
itors; it is respectful in its terms, and contains nothing but what 
we may accede to with honor, if we provide that every creditor. 
shall receive what we acknowledge to be due him. 

The amount of this debt, on the ist of July, 1550, as aeknow-- 
led by our laws, was $4,435,688 78, if we were to pay it-with 
interest from the tst of July, 1850, to the time of payment, — 
(and I presume no one will contend that, if the United States 
and the creditors were to consent to its payment according to 
our own laws, we would be. justified in refusing to pay the same 
rate of interest that the stock is drawing,) we would have. lefé. 
out of the five millions the sur of $705,452 32. 

If we accede to this Act, we shall receive out of the five mil- 
lions, the sum of $179,163 93, after paying the creditors aecord- 
ing to its provisions, and also paying to those ereditors whose 
pro rata will be less than we owe them, the difference between 
what we admit to be due them and their pro rata, so that in a 
pecuniary view we lose but $526,288 39 by accepting this Act, 
instead of paying the debt in accordance with our own laws, 
Thisis a small consideration compared with the great importance 
of having this troublesome business settled upon terms satis- 
factory to our creditors. 

It is true that, in addition to this loss, we withdraw and aban- 
don. all claims and demands against the United States, growing 
out of Indian depredations or otherwise. 

These claims, if any snch exist, arise from a supposed obliga- 
tion on the part of the United States, to pay us the exvenses 
incurred by the Repnblic ot Texas in defending herself against . 
Indian tribes belonging to the United States. 
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These expenses were paid by the issue of promissory notes, 
which now constitute a large part of this very debt. 

If is not probable that we shall ever realize any thing from 
‘these claims; except in the manner now proposed; they areof long 
standing, and have never been seriously urged against the 
' United States until the last Legislature passed a joint resolution 
instructing our Senators and requesting our Representatives to 
urge their settlement upon the Congress of the United States, 
and authorizing them to accept or reject any proposition that 
‘might be made for the fall and final adjustment thereof, subject 
to ratification by the Legislature. 

Those who were instrumental in getting this joint resolution 
passed, had in view a séttlement of these claims in connection 
with the payment of our public debt by the United Statés 1 in 
the manner now proposed. 

Upon a deliberate review of this subject, in all its bearings, 
I am satisfied that we ought to accept of this Act. We shall 
- never settle our debt on better terms, and it seems to be the 
only mode by which it can be discharged in any reasonable 
time. I, therefore, recommend the passage of such a law as 
will give it effect, concurrently with another law appropriating 
out of the amount we. are to receive under its provisions, such 
sum as will be sufficient to pay those creditors whose pro rata 
will be less than we owe them, the difference between their pro 
vata and what we admit to be due them, which will be about 
$118,901 42. — 

If this debt were settled, Texas would be in a better finan- 
cial condition than any other State of the Union. 

We had in our Treasury $1,592,742 68-100 on the first-day 
of the present month, besides the school fund of over two mil- 
lions of dollars. In addition to this, we will receive under the 
Act of Congress before referred to, if we should accept it, the 
sum of $179,163 93-100, after making up the deficiency be- 
‘tween what we acknowledge to be due to a portion of our cred- 
itors, and the amount they will receive under that act. We 
have also a public domain the value of which can scarcely be 
estimated. 

The value cf our taxable property is increasing with saston- 
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ishing rapidity. The increase from 1853 to 1854 was about 
twenty-seven per cent., and from 1854 to 1855 about seventeen 
per cent. , 

Our State tax of fifteen cents on each hundred dollars of the 
assesment for the year 1854, together with the poll tax pro- 
‘duced abont the sum of $209,481 46-100. 

On the assessment for the year 1855 together with the poll 

_ tax, it produced about $245,632. 35-100. 

The amount of the tax upon licenses, occupations, and sales 
for the year 1854, was about $37,039 65-100. For 1855 it 
was about $27,570* 60-100. 

The decrease in this tax for the present year was caused by 
the operation of the law of the 11th of February 1854, regu- 
lating and restraining the sale of spirituous liquors. 

After paying the expense of assessing and collecting these 
taxes, and setting apart one-tenth of them for the school fund, 
there would remain a few thousand dollars surplus, over and 
above the appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the gov- 
ernment, for the years 1854 and 1855, which were about $357,- 
O41 40-100, 

For the years 1856 and 1857 these expenses will be consider- 

ably increased, as the law of the last session increasing the pay 
and mileage of the Legislature, is now in operation. 

Ithink, however, that our State tax may be reduced from 
fifteen to twelve and a half cents on the hundred dollars, and 
that it will still produce an amount amply sufficient to meet 


all the appropriations that will be required for the years 1856 
and 1857. 


For the last four years, as you are aware, the State taxes 
have been relinquished to the counties, and the expenses of 
, the government have been paid from the bonds received from 
the United States government in the settlement c f our North- 
west boundary. 

The amount of these bonds now remaining in the Treasury 
- js $1,575,000, and if we continue to rely upon them to meet 
the expenses of the government, they will, with the interest 
accruing on them, pay these expenses for about eight years. 

But these bonds having been received as the consideration 
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‘for our relinquishment of the right of soil and jurisdiction over 
a portion of the territory acquired by our revolution, onght not - 
to be expended for temporary purposes; they ey. facie to 
_be husbanded and used for objects of public utility, permanent 
in their character. 

The main reason assigned for relinquishing the State tax to 
. the counties, was to enable them to build Court Houses an 
Jails. Those counties which have made a judicious use of this 
tax are now supplied with these buildings, and this reason ean 
no longer be urged. 

I am opposed to any future relinquishment of the State tax 
to the counties, and think that it should be relied on to meet 
the ordinary expenses of the government; this course will 
probably tend to economy in these expenses, for where the 
means for the support of a government are derived from a di- 
rect tax upon the people, it will be found that they are more 
watchful to prevent lavish and improvident appropriations, and 
hold their officers to a more rigia accountability. 

If we act upon these suggestions, we will still have to use a 
portion of these bonds to meet the outstanding appropriations 
for the years 1854 and 1855, and also for the appropriations for 
the year 1856, as the taxes assessed for that year, will not be 
collected until 1857. 

Your attention is invited to the annual report of the State 
Treasurer as“Ex-oflicio Superintendent of Common Schools, for 
the years 1854 and 1855, which are transmitted herewith. 

It will be seen from these reports, that very few of the county 

officers, to whom duties are prescribed under tlie School 
Law, have performed them in accordance with its provisions. 
This neglect of these officers has rendered it impossible for the 
Treasurer to perform his duties under the law, at the time and 
in the manner required. He has, however, with my concur- 
rence, prevented an entire failure of the law, by coming as near 
a compliance with its provisions as was possible, under the cir- 


. cumstances. 


The number of children in the State between the ages of six 
and sixteen years, as ascertained by the reports of the assessors 


and collectors who have made returns for the year 1855, and 
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by the estimate of the Treasurer for those eounties that have 
failed to make returns, is 66,150; and the annual distribution 
of the fund gives for each scholar one dollar and fifty cents. 

The School Law has proved to be defective in its details and 
entirely unsuited toour condition. I was not satisfied with it 
when it passed, but gave it my approval because it created a 
liberal fund, and attempted to do something tewards the estab- 


dishment of schools. 


These reports show-that but few of the counties have organ- 
ized‘and established schools as required by this law; in most 
of them the population is sparsely scattered over a great extent 
of territory, which cannot be divided into districts containing 
a sufficient number ot children for the maintainance of a school, 
without making the districts so large, that the school must ne- 
cessarily be at an inconvenient distance from a large portion of - 
the scholars ; this, without doubt, has prevented and will con- 
tinue to prevent, the-execution of a law like the present until 
our population becomes more dense. 

We should not be deterred by the failure of this attempt.— 
Let us amend the present law by imposing heavy penalties upon 


those assessors and collectors who fail to make a return of the 


number of scholars in their county within the time prescribed, 
and in lieu of that part of the present law which requires a di- 
vision of the counties into districts, let us declare all schools 


that may be kept in the State, public schools, and allow the 


fund distributed to each county, to be disbursed under the or- 
ders of the county court, to such teachers as the parents and 
guardians of the children may choose to employ for their edu- 
cation. 

This plan, I am satisfied, is better adapted to our present sit- 
uation than any other which can be devised, and I believe it 
will be much more acceptable to the people than that provided 
for by the present law. | 

As our situation changes, some other system more suited to 
our wants will no doubt suggest itself and can then be adopted. 

A reference to these reports will show that there is now in 
our Treasury about one hundred and twenty four thousand 
dollars, which has accumulated from the one-tenth of the 
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schools, fifty three thousand of which has already been invested 
in United States five per cent bonds. J recommend that the 
residue be also invested in like manner, that the whole be added 
to the two million school fund, and that hereafter this tenth, 
together with the income of that fund, be annually distributed 
as directed by the school law. 

By this means, the annual amount applied by the State, for 
the support of schools, will be about one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars, which will be gradually increasing as our 
revenue from. taxation increases, 

The school fund may be greatly increased by a judicious use 

of the four leagues of land that have heretofore been granted 
to each county of the State for public schools. 

It is questionable whether these lands wiil ever accomplish 
much good, if they are allowed to rémain in the possession of 
the counties, for it appears from information furnished by the 
commissioner of the General Land Office, that but 954,181 
acres, of the 1,753,488, te which the ninety-nine counties of the 
State dre entitled, hava yet been selected. Forty one soọunties 
only have selected their full amount, twenty have selected 
227,989 acres of the 354,240, to which they are entitled, and 
thirty eight have made no selections, so that 799,307 acres yet 
remain to be selected. Nineteen of the counties which have 
made no selections were organized in 1846 or previous to that 
time, six were organized in 1848 and thirteen were organized at 
different periods between the years 1849 and 1854. 

It is reasonable to expect that those who have neglected, for 
_ 60 long a period, to avail themselves of these liberal grants of 
land, will not hereafter manage them with that care and atten- 
tion that will be required to realize their full value. . 

It is unfortunate that these lands were tit, at first, set apart 
to. be managed by the State itself, as a general fund for the 
` common benefit of ‘all.the counties, for they would have been 
selected: long since, in sections of the State where their value 
would have greatly increased by the settlements since made. 

They would, without doubt, be much better managed by the 
State than by the counties, for they could be placed under the 
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control of a single officer, whose special duty it would be to 
superintend them, attend to their survey and sale, whenever it 
might be deemed advisable to bring them into market and in- 
vest their proceeds, instead of being under the management. of 
the officers of ninety nine different counties, who are too remote. 
from the lands and too much occupied with other official duties 
to give much attention to them. 

It will be found that those States of the Union, which have 
retained the lands granted to them by the general government 
for schools, and made them a general fund for the whole State, 
have realized far more benefit fron them than those who have 
leftthem to the control of the differ ent townships in which they 
are situated. 

I suggest for your consideration, whether it would not be well 
to propose an amendment to our Constitution, declaring that all 
of these grants shall be vested in the State to be administered. 
as a coramon fund for the benefit of all the counties, and sold, 
from time to time, under the direction of the legislature, at not 
less than a minimum price, after they shall have been subdivid- 
ed into small tracts; the proceeds of such sales to be added to 
the present school fund, and the income thereof to be applied in 
the same manner as the income of the present fund. 

If this disposition were made of them, they would, in a few 
years, add at least three millions of dollars to our present school 
fand. 

Should these suggestions not be acceptable to you, then I re- 
commend an amendment to the Constitution similar to thát pro- 
posed to the last legislature, which was, that the counties should 
be authorized to sell these lands at not less than a minimum 
price, the proceeds of such sale to be kept as a fund, and the 
income applied to the support of schools. - 

By the adoption of either of these amendments, these lands 
would soon be made available, while under the present provi- 
sions of the constitution, which only authorize them to be leased 
for a term not exceeding twenty years, they are entirely useless 
for the purpose which they were granted, because in a country 
where land is so cheap as it is here, unimproved lands cannot 
be leased for so short a period, so as to produce any revenue. 
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i invite your attention to the importance of establishing & 
State University, which shall afford to our youth all those op- 
portunities for obtaining a liberal education, that are to be found 
in any part of the Union. 


We cannot appreciate too highly the advantages of educating 
eur children within the reach of parental authority, where they 
can daily witness the practical operation of our government, its 
institutions and laws, and become familiar with the habits and 
sympathies of the people with whom they are destined to asso- 
ciate in after life. 

"To secure these advantages is worthy of ani effort on the part 
ef the State, and I recommend that the sum of three hundred 
thousand dollars of the United States bonds, now in our Trea- 
sury, be appropriated as a permanent fund, to be increased by 
the proceeds of ‘the gradual sale of the University lands, a not 
less than a minimum price, after they shall have been subdivid- 
ed into small tracts, and that the income of this fund be ap- 
plied to the erection and support of such an institution. 


This will enable. us in a few years to erect the necessary 
buildings, employ professors in every branch of literature and 
science, and place tbe institution on a sure basis for future 
prosperity and usefulness. 


While upon this subject, it is proper I should inform you 
that a portion of the University lands have not yet been select- 
ed, and I suggest that a sufficient appropriation of money be 
made to,pay the expenses of selecting and surveying them. 

I also call your attention to the necessity of establishing an 
Asylum for Lunatics. If we had such an institution in our 
midst, where those who are affiicted with insanity could be 
promptly placed under the care of persons skilled in its causes 
and treatment, a large portion of those unfortunate persons 
might be restored to reason, and the condition of all greatly 
alleviated. - 

We also need an institution for the education of the deaf, 
dumb and blind, where these unfortunate classes may be taught 
their duties and responsibilities as citizens, and made useful 
members of society.. 
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Institutions of this character are necessary in every commit 
nity, but they cannot be founded and supported ‘without the 
care and patronage of the State. | 

I therefore recommend that two-hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars ef the United States bonds, now in our Treasury, be ap- 
proptiated as a permanent fund tor the ereetion and suppert of 
a Lunatic Asylum, and a like amount as a permanent fund for 
an institution for the edueationof the deaf anddumb and blind, 
and that provision be made for the erection of these institutions 
as soon as the income of these funds will permit. 

If we would create and encourage among our citizens a spirit 
of independence and attachment for their own State, we ought 
to furnish them at home with all those facilities for improving 
and ameliorating their mental social and physical condition, . 
which are te be found in other parts of the world. Wenow 
have the means of doing this without imposing .any onerous 
burden upon our citizens, and if we neglect to avail ourselves 
of this opportunity, we shall be justly charged ‘with being un- 
mindful of the high duties and responsibilities that:rest upon us. 

~ In. compliance with the provisions of “ An Act to provide tor 
the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad,” ap- 
proved the 21st of December, 1853, proposals for its construc- 
tion, were, in the first instance, invited, until the Ist of May, 
1854, but. before the arrival of that:period, it became apparent 
that the time allowed.for. receiving proposals was too. short, and 
it was extended to the Ist-of August of the same year. 

On the day to which the time had been extended, the pro- 
positions were opened, and it was ascertained that but one had 
‘been received, which came within the provisions of the law. 
This was accepted, .and -on the 8ist of August a contract was 
concluded for the construction of the.road. | 

The contractors sutsequently failed to make-such a deposit as 
the law required, and the contract was declared to be null and 
void. 

Upon the failure of this contract, proposals were again invited 
but none have been received. Sg 

Some of the contractors contended, for a time, that the de- 
-posit offered was a good one, and that they were entitled to the 
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wonteact. Butassurances have been received frem ‘thoss ter 


tractors, Who-are-citizens of Texas, which includes ‘all-of them 
but two, that the company has never been organized, and that 
they ‘consider the conttact torfeited, so that the whole wabject'i is 
still entirely within the control of the State. 

it is a matter for your consideration whether this law shall 
‘be continued in force. 

The great advantages that would accrue to Texas from this 
road, makes it a subject of -deep interest to all classes of our 
citizens, and should induce all to favor'the measure if a reasona- 
dle hope is entertained that it will becoustructed under the law. 

As a part of a great. national ‘highway from the Mississippi 
viver to the Pacific ocean, it is probable thatthe liberal grant 
of land offered by this law, would secure its ‘construction, pro- 
vided similar jaduconents were offered tor the eonstruction of 
a road from the Mississippi river to its point of commencement, 
and also for its-continuation from‘#l Paso te caer aie 


. But as a mere local road from'the-eastern line of tie State to 


El Paso it would not_prove-to be a.profitable work, during the 
present generation. 

As far west as the Colorado river this road would pass through 
a region that would, in a few years furnish sufficient transporta 
tion and travel to make it a paying road, but antika road shal! 
have been constructed from the Mississippi river to its point of 
commencement, the uncertainty and expense that would attend 
the transportation of the iron and other materials to its point of 
commencement, would be so great as'to deter any company 
from undertaking even this:part-of it. 

It is possible that a company may be found who will under- 
take the construction of this portion, provided théy are allowed 
to construct a road upon the same terms from the head of per 
manent navigation on the waters of some of our bays, up to the 
line upon which it is proposed that the Pacific road shall-run, 
and then east to the eastern line-ef the State, -and' west to the 
Colorado river. l 

This change would make an immense saving inthe cost for the 
transportation of materials, for they could-be brought to the 
point of commencement with the same facility that they could 
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be carried to the Mississippi river, and from thence they could 
be transported over the road as it progresses, at an ineonsiderable 
cost, l o 

It will be found, however, thatit cannot be constructed at the 
rate of one hundred miles: for each year; few if any roads in the 
United States have. been constructed at the rate of fifty miles a 
year, and it will severely tax the energies of any ‘company, 
whatever may be its resources, to construct a road at that rate. 

These reflections will suggest themselves to every one whe 
takes a practical view of the subject, and should be considered by 
you in determining your action In regard to it. 

~ The presentis a favorable tine to revise our legislation i in re- 
gard to railroads generally. 

We have chartered thirty seven railroad companies, and have 
held out greater inducements for their construction, than were 
ever before offered by any government. 

It is now nearly four years since a bonus of eight seetions ot 
land was offered for eaeh mile of railroad constructed, and nearly 
two years since the bonus was increased to sixteen sections 3 
mile for each twenty five miles. R 

The result.of these efforts has been, that we have one road of 
about thirty miles in operation, from Harrisburg on Buffale 
Bayou to the neighborhood of Richmond on the Brazos river, 
and two others, “The Galveston and Red River Railway,” and, 

_ “the Galveston, Honston, and’ Henderson Railroad,” in the 
course of construction, with a reasonable prospect, as I am jn- 
/ Normed, of completing twenty five miles each by the 30th of 
January next, in time to avail themselves of the bonus of sixteen 
æ rections. 
So far as [have been alie to learn, no other eompany is now 
doing any work under its charter. 

I do not think it advisable to renew any of the char ters here- 
tofore granted, or to give relief to any company organized under 
them, unless such company is now actually at work upon its 
road, and can show that it has expended a considerable amount 
of money thereon, and has the ability, within a.very-short 
pe'iod, to complete the number of miles necessary to entitle 
åt to land under the laws now in force. 
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No new charter should be granted over a route where a 
toad is already being constructed, or so near such route as ma- 
terially to impair its value. 

Every railread company should be required to hold all 
meetings, for the election of its officers, within the State, and 
to have a majority of its directors resident citizens thereof 
and also td keep its principal office for the management of its 
affairs within the State. 

By adhering to these rules we shall correct many of the er 
rors that have attended our past legislation on the subject. 

I-am unwilling that any new charters shall be granted to in- 
dividuals for their own benefit. If new charters are necessary, 
jet Such routes ‘be selected as the wants and business of the 
couiitry require; designate their points of commencement and 
termination, and grant charters to commissioners who should 
be required to open books for the subscription of stock, after 
giving public notice. No subscription should be received un- 
less five per cent. thereof is paid at the time of subscribing, and 
whenever the per centage on the capital stock subscribed 
shall amoant to one handred thousand dollars, let the commis- 
sioners be anthorized to call a meeting ‘of the subscribers and 
hold an election for officers ; after which the subscribers should 
become a co ‘poration with all such powers as are set forth in 
the charter. The commissioners should have no right under 
the charter, except as trustees, for the benefit of the subscribers 
when they organize and become a corporation, and should be 
lable to a heavy penalty for receiviag subscriptions of stock 
without the payment ef five per cent. thereof in cash. ‘The - 
corporation thus organized should have authority from time to 
time to receive farther subscriptions to its capital stock, to the 
fult amount thereof, after an public notice, the subscribers ` 
in all cases paying five per cent. ef their Stok at the time of 
subscribing. 

If we pursue this course, onr ‘ railroad charters will cease to 
be offered for sale by individuals who have obtained them for 


purposes of specalation, Those who wish to construct railroads, 
will ọbtain charters without paying a premium to the persons 
who have induced the Legislature to pass them, and we shall 
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lave no more companies-organized without’ capital to impose 
upon the eredulous and unwary, and-stand in the way of those 
who have the disposition and means to construct railroads. 

While se little has been-secomplished ander the poliey bere- 
tofore pursued by the State for the encouragement of railroads, 
it becomes us to consider well what we may reasonably expect 
to be done hereafter by a eontinuance of this poliey. 

The Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Culozado Railroad Company” 
will undoabtedly. complete its road.as far as Richmond during 
the present year. The Gàlveston and Red River Railway 
Company, and the Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad 
Company expect to complete twenty-five miles of their respee- 
tive roads by the 30th of January, 1556, so as to seeure the bo- 
nus of sixteen: seetions to the mile. 

These companies will then have to- continue their roads at 
the rate of twenty-five miles a year or lose the benefit of the 
bonus of sixteen seetions. Hf they fail to do this, the Harris- 
burg company and the lzenderson: company may still have the- 
benefit of the bonus of eight seetions, but the latter to secure 
even this, will have to construct an additional fifteen miles on 
or before the tst of March, 1557, to save its charter. 


The Houston company has already lost the benefit of the be- 
nus of eight sections by failing to complete ten miles. ef its 
road within the time preseribed by its eharter. 

It is possible that some-of the ether companies may be able 
to avail themselves of the sixteen seetion bonus, as only those 
which terminate on the Gulf coast, the Bays the: eof, or on Buf- 
faio Bayon, are subject to the provision whieh requires the con- 
struction of twenty-five miles-on or before the 30th day of Jan- 
aary, 1556, though it is believed that few, if any of them will 
ever build road enough to save their charters. 


It is not generally sapposed that either of the three eom- 
panies before named will be able to constrnet their roads at the - 
rate of twenty-five miles a year after the 30th of January next, 
so as to secure the sixteen. section bonus, unless they are assist- 
ed by a liberal oam of money from the State. We canno 
therefore expect that much progress wiil be made, for many 


93 


years to come, in the construction ‘of railroads in this State by 
private corporations, beyond the completion of those tracks al- 
ready graded, unless such a loan shall be authorized, or that 
provision of the act donating lands to railroads, which requires 
these companies to construct twenty-five miles a year, is re- 
pealed, for. it is generally conceded that they will- not, at 
present, yield a sufficient profit ta induce individuals to invest 
capital in them, without the advantages.to be derived from 
the land bonus. 

The passage of a law, similar to that attempted'at your last 
session, authorizing the loan of eight thousand dollars a 
mile, might enable these three companies, if they were to 
have the ale benefit of it, to extend their roads-about seventy- 
five miles in the next three years; this, it is true, would afford 
great relief to those sections of the State accessible to thena 
but it would be those sections that are least in need of rail- 
road facilities, for they are already nearest to a market, and 
would leave the greater part of the State, which is now suffer- 
ing for want of such facilities, in the same destitute situation it 
now is, without any certain prospeet of being supplied. 

What our citizens need is a general system of Internal Im 
provements by railroads, river improvement and canals, that 
will extend its benefits to every section of the State as nearly 
as practicable, and give them a cheap transportation of their 
productions to a market. 

This, I believe, can be obtained within the next fifteen years 
by a judicious use of our public domain, aided by a moderate 
internal improvement tax; which will never be onerous to our 
citizens, and for which they will be repaid ten told in’ the in- 
creased value that such a system will give to their property, 
and the reduced rate at whic they will be furnished a trans- 
portation of their production and supplies. 

Our unappropriated public domain is estimated at about one 
i:undred millions of acres. Suppose that one half of it is value- 
less or unsuitable for cultivation, which is a large estimate, this. 
will leave us fifty millions of acres, which at seventy-five cents 
ah acre, is worth thirty-seven and a half millions of dollars— 
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This, every one must admit, isa small estimate of its value, 
and uuder a judicious system of sales, to be effected gradually 
as the wealth and population of the State is inereased by the 
proposed improvements, it would. undoubtedly sell for twice 
or three times that amount within fifteen years. 


Let us suppose that it would cost six cents an acre, which is 
a large price, for the gradual survey of these lands, as it might 
be deemed advisable to bring them into market, the cost of sur- 
yeying the whole hundred millions would be six millions of 
dollars. This would leave thirty-one and a half millions as 
their nett proceeds to be applied to works of internal improve- 
ment. , 

As this amount could be realized from them only by gradual 
sales through a course of years; in order to commence the 
system immediately. it woald be necessary to anticipate their 
proceeds, by the use of the credit of the State, to sustain which 
an internal improvement tax of fifteen cents on each hundred 
dollars of the taxable property of the State would be required : 
Such a tax on the assessment forthe year 1857, which is as 
early as the system could be commenced, would produce at least 
$258,000 00. This would pay an interest of six per cent. on 
four and one-quarter millions of dollars. The same tax, allow- 
ing the increase in the value of our taxable property to be one 
fourth less each year, than it has been since the year 1846, (and 
it would, without doubt, be much greater,) would produce in- 
1860, the sum of $377,000 C0, which would pay an interest of 
six per cent. on six and one quarter millions of dollars. 

This would enable us to use the credit of the State, to the 
amount of six and one-quarter millions of dollars before the 
close of the year 1860, without taking into account the arnual 
earnings of the public works, as they progress, which would be 
at least three per cent. on their cost, equal to one-half of the 
interest-we would be paying on the debt. 

By that time we would be in receipt of a considerable amount 
each year from the sale ofthe public domain, increased in value 
by the improvements already made; and our works could pro- 


ceed much more rapidly to completion. 
In this way we might expend from twenty-five to thirty mil. . 


25 


lions of dollars upon 2 general system of internal improve- 
ments within the next fifteen years, and at the end of that time 
the whole will have been paid by the proceeds of the sale ẹ 
our public domain and the internal impr. y-ment tax. 

The State would ‘be thé owner of the works constructed and 
could reduce fhe price for transportation and travel to such 
rates as would keep them in repair and pay the expense of op- 
erating them, or to such rates, as in addition to the cost of keep- 
ing them in repair and operating them, would produce an an- 
nual income of three per cent. upon their cost. This income 
amounting to over seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
might be applied to the expenses of the government, or to ex- 
tend the system, until every neighborhood in the State would 
be furnished with ample railroad facilities. 

All this may be accomplished anud-the wealth of our citizens 
increased hundreds of millions, siinply by a prudent use of our 
public domain and an annual tax of fifteen cents on each hun- 
dred dollars of the taxable property of the State for the next | 
fifteen years. | 

The system of works should consist of Railroads, improve- ' 
ments upon our navigable rivers, and canals connecting the. 
different bays and streams along our coast. 

Sixteen hundred miles of railroad can be so located as to ac- 
commodate every section of the State that is now inhabited, 
and so that no neighborhood, (except the north-west corner of 
the State) that is not within a convenient distance of a naviga- 
ble water course or a canal, shall be more than twenty five 
miles from a railroad. l 

The average cost of bnilding and equipping railroads in this 
State will not exceed sixteen thousand dollars a mile, if paid 
for with money when the work is done: At this rate, sixteen 
hundred miles would cost twenty-five million and six hundred 
thousand dollars. This amount deducted from thirty-one and 
a half millions the estimated sum to be realized from onr pub- 
lic domain in the next fifteen years, would leave five million: 
and nine hundred thousand dollars, which could be applied to 
the improvement of our navigable rivers, cutting canals to con- 
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nect all the bays and water courses, along our coast front the 

Sabine to the Rio Grande, and to-any other. ome of public 
utility. 

Tnis system, to be suecessful, nrust be made the N 

policy of the State and icerpor rated into our Constitution so as 

to be placed beyond the reach of change by legislation. 

The routes over which railroads are to be constructed—the 
rivers whose navigation is to be improved, and the canals which 
are to be cut, must be specificd—the lands must be set apart 
as an Internal Improvement fund—the time and manner ot 
their survey andsale must be fixed—the Internal Improvement 
tax must be levied—provision must be made that the credit of 
the State shall never be used to an amount beyond what the in- 
ternal iraprovement tax and the net earnings of the public 
works will pay the interest of—and that the works specified 
shall all be carried on simultaneously until their final comple- 
tion—all this must be done by a constitutional provision—otlhiers 
wise, it is possible, future Legislatures may undertake other 
works before those designated shall have been completed, er 
may become impatient with the progress of the works, and en- 
deavor to hasten their completion by an increase of eaton 
so as to make ıt oppressive, or by the.use of State credit beyond - 


the means provided. for sustaining. it, and thereby deteat the 
whole system. 


Under this sy stem the. improvements will progress towards 
completion, simultaneously with the increase of the population 
and wealth of tbe State. Each mile of improvement will in- 
crease the value of the public lands and of individual property, 
and the ability of the State to prosecute the system will in- 
crease in the same ratio. 

Such a system can never become oppressive under the re- 
strictions proposed, because it can never draw from, our citizens 
more than the internal improvement tax. This will be ight 
compared with the benefits to be obtained. Our entire State 
and county tax, including this, will be but thirty-seven and a 
half cents on each hundred dollars, equal to three mills and 
seven and a half tenths of a mill on the dollar, which is less - 
than is paid in three-fourths of the States of the Union. 
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The increase in-the value of the taxable property-of the State 
that will attend the- prosecution of sueh a-system, will enable 
us to reduce our tax for the ordinary-expenses-of the govern- 
ment, so-that inva few years our aggregate State and County 
tax, incl uding this, will not exceed twenty-two and a half cent- 
on the hundred dollars, or two mills and two and a half tenths 
of a mill on-the dollar,.which is the same we now-pay for State 
and county purposes. 

Every citizen will be amply compensated for this tax, by the 
inereased value its expenditure will give to his property, and. 
the reduced price he will have to pay for transportation and 
_ travel. 


It is true that the benefits will be greater to those living in 
the vicinity of the improvements than to those living remote 
from-them ; but as soon as the system. is commenced, the rela- 
tive taxati “those living near the improvements will alsc 
be greater, fbr all property in the State is taxed according to 
its value. 

There will be no-more inequality in the operation of this tax 
than attends every tax for the expenditures of the governments. 
for those living in the vicinity where such expenditures are 
made, derive more benefit from them than those at a distance, 
by the increased valuejthey give. to their property ; bnt this is, 
in a measure, counterbalanced by the additional tax on the in- 
creased valne. 

Suppose for example, we take a section of country fifty miles 
in width, where the average value of land is now two dollars 
and fifty cents an acre; when this system commences each 
acre of this land will pay three mills and-three quarters of a 
mill, for this interaal improvement tax, but when a railroad 
shall have been commenced through the centre of this section, 
the lands within five miles of the road will be worth at least 
fifteen dollars an acre, those more than five and less than ten 
miks from it will be worth ten dollars; those more than ten and 
less than fifteen miles from it will be worth six dollars, and 
those more than fifteen and not exceeding twenty-five miles. 
from it will be worth three dollars an acre; then each acre of 
this land, warth fifteen dollars, will pay two cents and one 
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quarter of a cent; éach acre worth ten doltats will pay -one čeh? 
anda halt; each acre worth six dollarswill pay nite inilis, ‘and 
each acre worth three dollars will pay fotir mills and a half a 
mill, yet all will pay the same ‘rate of‘tax as at first, viz: fit 
teen cents on each hundred dollars worth of land. 

Now each acre of this land pays five mills and five eighths 
of a mill towards our tax for State and county purposes, bùt 
when the above increased value is given to it by a railroad, the 
same amount of money produced by the present tax of twenty- 
two and and a half cents on the hundred dollars, may bé raised 
by a tax of less than eight cerits on the hundred dollars, or less 
than eight tenths of a mill on the dollar, each acre of this land 
worth fifteen dollars will then pay one cent and two mills to- 

wards this tax’; each acre worth ten dollars will thei pay éight 
mils; each acre worth six dollars will then pay four mills‘and 

eight tenths of a mill, and each acre worth three dollars will 
then pay two mills and four tenths of a mill. . 

This example clearly demonstrates that a general tax for in- 
ternal improvements operates equally upon all in proportion to 
the benefits which they receive. 

. The present system of making donations of lands to rail- 
roads is much more uneqnal in its operation than their con- 
struction by a general tax; for those sections of the State only, 
where the population and business promise to make railroads a 
profitable investment of capital, can avail themselves of these 
donations, while under a general system by the State, the pay- 
ing sections of road will Conin DRIG towards the construction and 
support of roads in those sections where they will not’ pay 
a profit, and thus they will be extended to portions of the 
State, where they would not be constructed for many years, if 
ever, by individual capital. 

The State may well afford-to carry out a general system of 
internal improvements in this mariner, even ifin the aggregate 
they never pay more than thé cost of their repairs and of ope- 
rating them; for the State is compensated by the increase of 
its o alandi: and the increased value of its public domain 
and taxable property, which constitute its real wealth. 
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One of the great advantages that our. citizens will derive 
from having works of tamal. improvement construċted apd 
owned by the State, will be, that instead of keeping the. price 
of transportation and travel at such rates as wilk make thom a 
source of profit, as would be done if they were owned‘ by cor- 
porations, the State may, if it chooses, reduce these rates. to the 
lowest point that will operate and keep them in repair. 

No argument against the practicability of the plan here 
proposed, can be drawn from the experience of other States, 
which have attempted a general system of internal improve- 
ments, because none of them have attempted a systein like 
this—none of them have, before commencing, limited and de- 
-ecribed the works to be constracted—none of them have first 
provided the means necessary to sustain their credit and de- 

\ clared that their-eredit should not be used more rapidly than 
these means would justify s- all of which provisions are proposed 
to be made a part of our constitution beyond the reach. of 
change by legislation ; and above all, none of them have had 


the public domain, We possess, as a a for the use of State 
eredit and for its ultimate redemption, 


{.am so well satisfied: that the interior portions of our State 
will not have the benefit of railroad facilities during the pre- 
sent generation, unless they are constructed by. the credit of 
the State, either wholly or in part, that, if the plan here pro- 
posed, cannot be adopted, I am willing to see certain’ leading 
routes designated, to which the State shall furnish the iron 
needed-for their construction, after the road bed shall Lave 
been. prepared, by corporations, for its reception, and: take a 
mortgage upon the road for security ; or I am willing to see. 
the State bécome.a subscriber for one-half ot the capital stock 
necessary to construct them, whenever the other half i is taken 
by individuals. 

But in adopting either of-these plans, the same constitu- 
tidnal provisions would be.necessary to establish a proper basis 
to sustain the credit of the State.and to guard against its im- | 
provident use, as if the pute were. to. under take to construct 
them herself. 


Neither of the plans os Dp originated with me; the 
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“main features of each have been advocated by others‘with far 
more ability than Ican«bring to the subject. 

I believe any ‘one of these plans to be entirely ‘practicable, 
but I think the first would be the most successful; and would 
diffuse its benefits more generally and more‘ ‘equally than 
either of the others. f 

If any better mode can be suggested for the use of State 
eredit in works of internal improvement’ than “here proposed, 
it will receive fromme a cordial support. 

Those who have not maturely reflected on this subject, may 
think that a system of internal improvements, ` requiring “an 
expenditure of oan el gs to thirty millions-of dollars, is too 
great an undertaking for a State-containing’three of four hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants, but-they should recollect that only 
a small portion of this expenditure is to be made immediately, 
that it is to be extended over a. period of years, before the ex- 
piration of which our population, under the impulse that such 
a system will give to immigration, will have increased to at 
least one and a half millions, and that we have a public domain, 
snch as no State, of our population, ever before possessed, 
which will be trebled in value by these improvements, and 
will be more than sufficient to meet this large expenditure. 

They may also. think that fifteen years is a long period to 
wait for the promised benefits of this grand system of internal 
improvemests, which is to produce these great results, but they 
should also recollect that few great enterprises are ever com- 
pleted during the age of those who commenced them. 

‘T'wenty-five millions of dollars is a small amount compared 
avith the future resources of this great State, with its extensive 
public domain, when its agricultural and mineral wealth shall 
have been fully developed; and fifteen. years is but a short pe- 
riod in its history. 

Those who legislate :for -such a State, should keep in view, 
not only the present moment, but the future, when it will be 
inhabited by thousands where it now has hundreds, and when 
its exports shall have increased an hundred fold. 

Our immense public domain is being rapidly wasted for un- 
important purposes. When it shall have-entirely passed from 
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‘as without our having ‘secured any substantial and permanent 
benefits from it, as it-surely will, unless we soon make an ap- 
_propriatien of it, to some object of great public utility, like 
that here proposed—and when time shall have fully disclosed 
-its real value, posterity will wonder that this generation should 
‘have dene so little to develope the resources and increase the 
wealth and political importance of the State, with the magni- 
-ficent means at its disposal. 

I have dwelt upon this ‘subject at length, because nzy\views 
in regard to it have been misunderstood by some and misrep- 
resented by others,‘and I felt that it was a duty lowed to my- 
‘self, to place them properly before you and the people of the 
State. 

Neither of these, nor any other system of internal improve- 
‘ments should be undertaken, requiring an expenditure of money 
by the State, whieh would have to be supplied by taxation, 

until it has first been submitted to and received the sanction of 
„the people. 

Nor do I think that any such system should be commenced, 
“until a constitutional provision has been adopted, securing it 
from hasty and improvident legislation. 

The use of the credit of the State in either of the modes 
here proposed, will require an amendment of our Constitution. 
This may be done, either by calling a Convention for that pur- 
pose, or by your proposing an amendment to be voted on by the 
people. I should be unwilling, however, to see a convention 
-galled until a vote of the people-is first obtained in favor of 
‘such a measure. 

Should these views be unacceptable to:you, I shall interpose 
no obstacles to such constitutional measures as you may adopt, 
“to aid in the construction of railways and in the improvement 

of our navigable rivers, if they shall seem likely to effect 
‘those objects, and the interest of the State is properly guarded. 

An election was held on the first Monday in Angust 1854, 
im each county of the State, in accordance with the provisions 
of“ An Act regulating and restraining the sale of spirituous 
liquors,” passed 11th of February 1854, to determine whether 
‘their sale in.less quantity than one quart, should be abolished or 
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gontinued: - Most of the.counties. voted;:by large majorities,.te 
abolish such sales, and since that time, no licenses, authorizing 
such-sales, have been. issued, except in. the counties that voted 
for continuing them. rn 

Owing to a.supposed defect in the Achi in notproviding any 
penalty against those selling without -license, the law. has been. 
inoperative, and spirituous liquors bave been sold in smalt- 
quantities in every county in the State, to. as great an extent 
as they were previously. . 

When this act was presented to me on the last day of tke- 
session, I considered it too-defective to accomplish the object 
intended by it, but.there was not.time to return if to the Leg- 
islature and have another passedgsupplying its. defécts. 

Believing that it might do some good by obtaining an ex- 
pression of “publi ic, sentiment on the subject, which would influ-. 
ence future legislation, I allowed it to become a law.: 

Ii is.very probable that the result of the vote npon this-ques- 
tion, may induce an effort, at this session, to pass what-is. 
eominonly called.a prohibitory liquor law, such as has been 
tried in many.of the Northern States. 

While I do not question the Constitutional power of the. 
Legislature to enact a law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating 
Hquors in this State, except so-far as their sale may be anthor- 
ized-by importers under the laws of the United States, I fee! 
eonstrained to say that [believe the enactment of such a law 
would be impolitic. 

A close observation of the operation of such laws and their 
effect upon society and upon the evil which they propose to. 
remedy, has produced the conviction with me, that.their influ- 
ence is anything but salutary. 

Although called prohibitory, none of them- do entirely pre- 
hibit-the sale of intoxicating liqnours. They all proceed upon 
the principle, that their sale-for some purposes is necessary, 
and all authorize their sale for mechanical, medicinal and 
sacramental purposes. 

While a sale of liquors is allowed for any: purpose,. it is. ex.. 
tremely difficult to. confine it to the purposes specified, and-in- 
attempting to do this, it has been found necessary, to establish 
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gud encourage a system of espionage into the affairs of indi- 
viduals inconsistent with the proper énjoyment of personal 
liberty, and a system of harsh and unusual penalties and pun 
ishment entirely dispreportioned to the offence committed. 

Even these extraordinary means have failed to stop the use 
ef intoxicating liquors, or to prevent intoxication, if we may 
judge by the records of the criminal courts of those States 
abas such laws are in force. 

I do not believe that such a law could be generally enforced 
in this State. But I think that many of the evils caused by 
the use of intoxicating liquors may be prevented by a judicious 
law regulating their sale. - 

Most of these évils arise from their use at publie places * 
where their exposure for sale in small quantities, tempts thou 
sands to use them to excess, wae would otherwise never in- 
dulge i in their use. 

It is their excessive use at such places, that causes most of 
the personal reneounters which produce so much misery in 
society. 

If you can pass a law that will effectually ore all drinking 
shops, you will free society from a large portion of the ovila 
that follow the use of intoxicating liquors. Such a law wili 
accord with the sentiments of nine-tenths of our population, 
and may be rigidly enforced. 

During the summer of the year 1854, the commanding Gen- 

eral of this Department made a requisition upon me, for six 
companies of mounted volunteers, to be mustered into the ser- 
, vice of tbe United States at this place, on the ist of November 
of that year, for the purpose of a campaign against those tribes 
ef Indians upon our frontier, who were at that time making 
frequent hostile inroads into our settlements. 

To mect this requisition, the State was divided into six dis- 
triets, and one company of volunteers was called for from each. ’ 
Our citizens manifested their usnal a aluerity to serve their 
country, aud these companies were promptly raised and marched 

to this place at the time appointed. 


Owing to an apparent contradiction between the orders issued 
by the- War Department at Washington City, and those issued 
4 


34 


“by Gen. Smith, who was then absent from his headquarters om 

a trip to El Paso, no provision was made for mustering these 
companies into the United States service, when they reached 
here, at the time appointed. i 

Believing that the services of these companies were needed 
on the frontier, and that they would be received by Gen. Smith 
when he returned to his headquarters, I caused them to be mus- 
tered into the service of the State, and kept embodied until 4 
could learn his determination. 

Upon the return of the Commanding Genre as I had anti- 
eipated, they were received by him ad mustered into the 
service of the United States, at different periods between the 
1st and 25th of December. ; 

A. contract was made with Mr. S. M. Swenson, a merchant of 
this city, for most of the subsistence, forage and transportation, 
and all of the camp equipage, ammunition, &c., required for 
these troops while they should be retained in the service of the 
State. Those articles not furnished by Mr. Swenson, whick 
formed but a small portion, were purchased from persons at the 
points where they were needed, with the assurance that they 
should be paid for them either by the General Goverment, or 
by this State. 

An appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars was subse- 
quently obtained from Congress by our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives, to pay the expenses of sustaining these volunteers 
previous to the time they were mustered into the serviee of the 
United States, and Mr. Swenson, upon application at the United 
States Treasury, was paid the amount due him under his con- 
tract. The other parties, who are numerous, but whose several 
claims are small, have not yet been paid. The appropriation 
3s ample to cover them, but they have delayed sending them te 
Washington City for payment, en account of the trouble and 
expense that would attend such a course, and I recommend that 
an appropriation be made for their payment from our Treasury, 


and that the vouchers be forwarded and collected from the 
‘United Treasury for the benefit of the State. — 
It is perhaps proper I should state, that in making the con- 
tract with Mr. Swenson, it was understood that he should receive 
an advance of thirty-five hundred dollars, and that for the re- 
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sidue, yid amounted-to about seventeen thousand dollars; he 
skonld wait until an appropriation could be obtained for his 
payment. 

In order to make this advance, an unexpended' balance of an 
appropriation, made by the last Legislature, for the rescue of 
eaptives in ‘the hands of the Indians, was drawn from the 
Treasury on my own responsibility, which was subsequently 
returned by Mr. Swensonafter:he was paid by the United States. 

An appropriation was also - made by Congress, which was 
considered sufficient to pay these troops for their services, but 
when they were paid off, the Paymasters only had orders to pay 
them from the time they were actually mustered into the ser- 
vice of the United States, consequently they-have never been 
paid for the time that elapsed, between the 1st of November, 
when they should kave been mustered by the United States, 
and the time when they were so mustered. 

The United States will, without doubt, when this matter is 
properly understood at Washington, (and measures have been 
taken to have it explained there,) pay them also for this service, 
but in the mean time these-men are deprived of what is justly 
due them. 

They were called from their homes at great expense, strictly 
in accordance with the law and thé authority vested in the 
Commanding General of the Department. It was not their 
fault that they: were not received into the United States service 
at the time eriginally designated -by Gen. Smith, for they 
were promptly at the place appointed, and they should: not 
longer be deprived of their pay. ; 


I therefore recommend that an appropriation be made:for 


-their payment from our Treasury, and that measures be taken 


to have the amount refunded from the United States ‘Treasury. 
A statement of the amount that will be required, to pay 
these men for this service, and also for the balance of the sup- 
plies furnished for their use, will be transmitted to you, as soon 
as it can be prepared. 
A large portion of the mounted troops which the General 
Government has for several years kept upon our frontier for its 


protection, was withdrawn and-sent’to Kansas during the past 
summer. 
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When these troops left, the Indians immediately renewed 
beir hostile incursions into our settlements, several of our cit: 
izens were killed and a large number of horses were stolen by 
them. 

Application was made to General Smith to have s mounted 
force sent to the neighborhood where these outrages were com- 
mitted, but there was a fong delay in getting a reply to this ap- 
plication, and in the mean time, our citizens were suffering se 
severely from the frequent attacks of the Indians, that I felt it 


-to be my duty to call out a c »npany of mounted volunteers un- 


der the command of Capt. J. H. Callahan, who were mustered 
into service about the 20th of July last, to serve for three 
months unless sooner dischai ged. 

Capt. Callahan was directed to repair to such point, in the 
vicinity of the settlements on the Guadalupe river and its trib- 
utaries in Comal and Bexar counties, and on the upper Blanco, 
as would enable him to give them full protection against the 
Indians, and to keep his command actively engaged in ranging 
in that vicinity, unless it should become necessary to pursue 
any marauding parties of Indians, that might be found in that 
nelzhborhood, in which case, he was aathor ized to follow them 
ap and ete them wherever they might be found. 

He was subsequently directed to divide his company and 
send a portion to such point as would afford protection to the 
settlements in Medina and Bexar counties, West and South of 
the point where he was at first directed to employ his entire 
company. 7 

This company had several skirmishes with small parties of 
Indians, killed many of them and re-captured many horses 
which they had taken from our citizens. 

Their services were unremitted and efficient, and tended 
in a great degree, to restore confidence to the settlements near 
which they were stationed. 

But depredations continued to be committed, and several of 
our citizens were killed by small parties of Indians in Bexar, 
Goliad and other counties, distant from the operations of this 
company. | 

Small parties a our citizens rallied, pursued and had severai 
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encounters with them, in which many Indians were killed, whe 
‘proved to be Lipans from the West side ef the Rio Grande, 

Near the clese of September, Capt, Callahan, with a portion 
ef his company and other citizens, who volunteered for the oc» 
easion, from Hays, Guadalupe, Bexar, and other counties, con- 
sisting in all of about 115 men, pursued a party of Lipan In- 
dians, who had been into our settlements committing depreda- 
tions, to and across the Rio Grande, where he had an encounter 
with a large party of Indians assisted by many citizens of Mex- 
#co, in which, four of his command were killed and several 
wounded, and a large number of the force epposed'to him were 
‘killed and wounded. l 

The Indians, and those citizens of Mexico who acted with 
them, retreated-from the battle ground, and during the night 
Captain Callahan fell back and occupied Piedras Negros, & 
small village onthe west bank of. the Rio Grande, opposite 
Bagle Pass. E 

He was subsequently ‘attacked by a large ‘body of Indians 
and Mexicans, and to secure a safe retreat to this bank ot the 
Rio Grande, it became necessary for lim to set fire to the 
village. 

His report shows that-he crossed the Rio Grande, in pursuit 
of Lipan Indians who were escaping with property stolen from 
our citizens, and I think he was fully justified in doing so, by 
the laws of nations. 

it appears too, from this report, that the Mexican authorities 
favored and assisted his-crossing; with.a knowledge that it was 
his intention to attack the Lipans. 

Upen the receipt of Captain Callahan’s first report, giving 
an account of the circumstances. that attended his pursuit of 
these Indians into Mexico, his engagement with the Indians, 
and those who aided them, and his subsequent occupation of 
the village of Piedras Negros, a letter was addressed to him, 
justifying his conduct, with the exception of his occupation of 
that village, which was condemned, and he was directed to . 
retire at once, within the limits of this State. 

It is much to be regretted that it afterwards became necessary 
for him to burn that village, in order to secure his retreat. But 
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the fact that the Mexican authorities made common canse with 
the Indians against-his command, and thereby created the ne- 
cessity for this act, exetises his eonduct‘in this regard. 

Captain Callahan was selected te command this company, 
en aceount of his frequent serviee wpon the frontier, and his 
known prudence and discretion in the execution of his duty. 


His high character for integrity forbids the idea that he had 
any other object-in entering Mexico, than that avowed, whic: 
was to recapture from those Indians the-stolen property that 
they carried with them in their retreat from this State, and.to 
punish them for the wrongs they had done to our citizens. It 
is also a sure guaranty, that he would never have authorized 
any wanton destruetion of the property of eitizens of Mexico. 

The term of service of this: company expired on the 20th of | 
October, upon whielt-day they were discharged. The supplies 
necessary for their support were obtained on a eredit, and at 
reasonable prices: A statement of their cost, accompanied with 
proper vouchers, wil? shortly be transmitted tc you, together 
with a muster roll-of-the company, and F rely with eonfidenee 
upon your making the neeessary appropriations te pay for these 

supplies, and also for the services of the company. 

_ Many applications have been made recently, to have addi- 
tional companies of volunteers called into service, but as I ha 
suranees from Gen. Smith, that he would place three eom- 
panies*ef mounted riflemen at sueh points as would give pro- 
tection to those settlements which have been infested by the 
Indians, as soon as they could be brought up from the Rie 
Grande, which would be as early as volunteers could be equip- 
ped for the serviee, E did not- feel that | would be justified in 
granting these applications. 

Assurances have been recently reeeived from Gen. Smith, 
that the Rifle Regiment will soon be filled up to its full com- 
plement, and that an additional regiment of mownted men, un- 
-` der the command of Col. Johnston, is now on its way to this 
State. With this foree, properly employed, he will hé able to 


give that proteetion to our frontier, which it has failed to re- 
ceive for the last eighteen months. 
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ft is proper, in. this connection, I should inform you, that 
efforts have been: made by some of our citizens, since the return 
of Capt. Callahan’s command from the Rio Grande, to raise 
volunteers to enter Mexico and chastise the Lipan Indians, and 
that the 15th of this month has been designated! as thie day for 
the assembling of all those who are willing to etigage in such 
an enterprise. 

While I believe that we shall continue to be troubled more 
or less, by this tribe of Indians, until they are punished by our 
government, or properly restrained by the government of 
Mexico, I am unwilling to see unauthorized bodies of armed 
men undertake such an expedition, and have taken every oppor- 
tunity to discourage our citizens from giving countenance to it. 


The United States government has selected and surveyed 
twelve leagues of land, forthe use and benefit of the several 
Indian tribes residing within the limits of this State, under the 
provisions of ©“ An Act relating to the Indians of Texas,” ap- 
proved the 6th of February, F854. 

These lands have been delineated upon the map of the lard 
district in which they are situated, and a plot of them with the 
field notes of their gurvey have been returned and designated 
upon the map of the General Land Office. 

They were selected in‘two tracts, one of eight leagues, a short 
distance below Fort Belknap on the Brazos river, and the 
other of four leagues on the Clear Fork of the Brazos, about 
thirty-five miles distant from the first. 

The officer who made these selections and surveys for the 
United States, was of opinion that they were to contain twelve 
leagues by English méasure, instead of Mexican measure, by 
which our lands have always been surveyed. 

Two plots and two sets of field notes, one by the former and 
the other by thé latter measure, were returned by this officer, 
and both were delineated on the map at the General Land 
Office. 

It is the desire of the United States that the survey by Eng- 
lish measure should be confirmed, as it will give a quantity 
better suited to the purpose for which it is designed. 

Upon a former occasion [ recommended a change of the 
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Constitution, providing for an increase of the number of J udges 
of our Supreme Court. Though the last Legislature failed te 
act upou that recommendation, f still adhere to the opinion: 
which I then entertained ; and subsequent observation and re- 
flection have tended to strengthen the conviction that such 3 
change would prove beneticial to the interest of the State. 

The reasons which induced the Convention to fix the number 
at three, no longer exist. 

The cases to be decided were then few—now they are nume- 
rous; the labors that were then to be performed were compa- 

ratively light—now they are exceedin gty on erous. The business 
of that Court has recently so much increased, that fears arc 
now entertained that appeals will in frture remain for years 
undecided. Protracted litigation is universally regarded as 
- against publie poliey; and in practice it has too often proved 
ruinous to both of the parties litigant. 

In order to avoid this evil, I again advise that there shall be 
submitted to the people, a proposition so to amend the Constitu- 
tion, as to authorize the election of two additional Judges for 
that Court. 

1 also advise that the salaries of the Judges of € our Supreme 
Couit be increased; they are now entirely inadeguate to the 
labors which they sre neeessarily eompelled to perform. Jus- 
tice and policy both require that they be increased. 

Should a State, with a large surplus capital, be williig to 
avail itself of labor, of learning and of talent, and give in re- 
turn what only amounts to a bare subsistence? Can Govern- 
ment expend its treasure for any object more laudable than 
that which is best calculated to secure a wise aud a just ad- 
ministration of its laws? Surely no contracted views should 
prevent our Government from obtain.ng the highest qualific: 
tions for that tribunal, whose decision aa cses of the, ee 
the liberty and the lives of its citizens. 

I also recommend an increase of the salaries of our District 
Judges. Their labors are great, their salaries are low, and they 
ought to be increased. 

Talso recommend that provision be made for spain an 
accurate geological survey of the State. We oweittooureelves 
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to remain no longer ignorant of the properties of our sof! 
By expending an inconsiderable sum, we can bring to bear upon 
it, the lights of science, and can ane its component parts, its 
capacities and its hidden treasures. 

The Reports of the Directors and Superintendent of the State 
Penitentiary, and also of the Disbursing Agent thereof, for the 


years 1854 and 1855, are herewith transmitted for your infor- 
mation. 


They show that the affairs of this institution have been ably 
and successfully managed. Your attention is respectfully in- 
vited to the many judicious recommendations contained in the 
oes for the present year, and particularly to that of the Di- 

rectors, in relation to an increase ot the salaries of the Super- 


intendent and disbursing agent. The duties of these offices 
are arduous and responsible. The preseht incumbents have 
shown themselves to be well fitted for their stations, and they 


should receive a compensation for their services commensurate 
with their value. 

In publishing these reports, I would suggést, that the items 
in the account of the disbursing agent be omitted, as they are 
of no value to the general reader, while they add greatly to the 
cost of publication, | 


I would also suggest that one hundred extra copies be printed 
for the use of the Superintendent to enable him to exchange 
reports with other institutions of a similar character, by which +- 
means he will become thoronghly acquainted with all the im- 
provements in the management of os in other States and 
countries. 

The Reports of the different Execttive Officers at this place 
will be transmitted for your information, as soon as they can 
be completed. The present law requires them to include all 
transactions of their offices up to the Ist day-of November; 
this does not allow sufficient time to have these reports made 
out and sent in to the Legislature at the commencement of the 
session. I wonid therefore suggest, that the law be changed go 
as to require their reports to be made up to the Ist of October, 
instead of the 1st of Noveinber. 


A short report of the Commissioners aries “to prepare 
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a Uode amending, supplying, revising, digesting ahd arranging 
the laws-of this State,” is herewith submitted; showing the pro- 
gress that has been been made‘in the work, and that it will be 
prepared for submission to you by the 20th of the present 
month. * a 

I had matured a-plan for the issuance of head right,- bounty 
and donation certifteates for land,-different'from that herétofore : 
pursued, under which:it has-been discovered that nuinerous- 
frauds have been committed, but the recent burning of the 
office of the Adjutant General has destroyed most of the ori- 
ginal evidences: upon which-bounty and donation certificates 
were issued. 

This has made the plan matured, inapplicable to the means 
that now exist for proving such claints. : 

I hope, however, within a short period, to be able to recom- 
mend some safe mode of proceeding in the absenceʻof this lost 
evidence, and to present:a plan by which, in issuing certifi- 
cates, the rights of individuals and of the State will be properly 
guarded. 

The evidence: discovered in regard to the frauds that oe 
been perpetrated in obtaining bounty and donation certificates, 
and also in relation to (oboe rine of head right certificates, will 
be made the subject of a special message. 

I submit hérewith a communication from the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, in relation to the burning of his office, which contains all 
the information that has been obtained in regard to the cause 
of this lamentable- occurrence, by which all the original 
archives of the War and: Navy Departments of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas have been destroyed. 

This great loss should impress upon us the necessity of pro- 
viding suitable fire proof buildings for the security of the re- 
maining archives of our government. 

The records and papers of the State Department are now 
kept in an insecure wooden building, equally as liable to be 
fired either by accident or by an ineendiary, -as were 3 those of 
the Adjutant General’s office. 

The building now occupied for the General Land Office, 
although sufficient for the period of its erection, is now entirely 
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inadequate for the increased business of that office ; a large, 
and more commodious building would greatly facilitate the 
despatch of its business, and the present Land Office would 
furnish ample rooms for those of our public offices that are not | 
now supplied with fire proof buildings. 

This-matter is commended to your corisideration with a con- 
fidence that you will adopt all reasonable means to insure the 
safety of our public records. 


I also think it would be a measure of amines to have a 
person employed to-guard our public buildings;. ab night; this 
precaution: might prevent them from being broken open and 
their contents destroyed or taken away, and would render 
them more secure from dire. 

Many measures of general and local interest, that will require 
your action, have probably: been overlooked in this communi- 
cation, but they will-undoubtecly occur to you'and receive that 
attention which their importance demands. 


I have endeavored: to-give you such information of the state 
of our government, as I thought would be useful, and toreeom- 
mend such measures as seem necessary to remedy the defects 
that exist in its administration—to promote the moral and 


social welfare of our people, and to develope and improve our 
internal resources. 


It remains with ouy to give effect to such of them as you 


may approve, and to originate others which you may think 
likely to secure the welfare and happiness of our citizens. 


E. M. PEASE. 

NovemsER 5th, 1855. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved that the documents accompanying 
the Message ofthe Governor, be laid upon the table for the pres- 
ent. Carried. 

Mr. Weatherford offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, "That — copies of the Governors Message 
and accompanying documents be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate, 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the blank was filled with twọ thon- 
sand, 


Mr. Taylor of Cass, offered the following substitute. 
Resolved, That the committee on printing be requested to 
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procure the printing of twò thousand copies ‘of the ‘Governor's 
Message, and so many copies of accompanying ‘documents as 
they may think preper. Adopted. l 

Mr. Hord offered the following resolution: : 

ftesolved, That two hundred and fifty copies of the Govern- 
ors Message be printed in Spanish, and two hundred and ‘fifty be 
printed in the German language. E 

Mr. Superviele moved to amend, by striking out two hundred 
and fifty in Spanish, and inserting five hundred copies in that 
language, Lost. l —~ 

Mr. Caldwell moved to amend, by adding that the five hun- 
dred copies in the foreign languages, be included in the two thou- 
sand copies heretofore ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Martin moved to amend by adding, “and that three hun- 
dred copies be printed” in the Norwegian language, for the use 
of the Senate. | 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, the amendment and the amendment 
to the amendment were laid on the table. í 

Mr. Hords resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass, moved that the Senate go into the election 
cfa President pro tem. Carried. ° 

Messrs. Taylor of Cass, Rnssell and Burroughs, were appoin- 
fed Tellers, 

Mr. Grimes having received twenty-five votes, a majority of all 
tne vetes cast, was declared duly elected President pro tem o 
the-Senate. 

On motion of Mr. McDade, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning at 10 o’clock. 


SENATE CHAMBER, 
November 7th, 1855. 

The President called the Senate to order, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. l 

Roll called—Quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House of-Representatives, 
to the effect that the House had concurred in the resolution of 
the Senate, to go into the election of Publie Printer, and to epen 
and compare the votes for Governor and Lieut. Governor, at 
eleven o'clock, a. M, and also that the House had organized by 
the election of the following officers, on Monday, the 5th inst: 

Mr. H. P. Ben, Speaker. 
“ E. D. McKinney, Chief Clerk. 
« R. E. Crements, First Assistant Clerk. 
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t Jons Asuiey, Second Assistant Clerk. 

"H ‘Tos. J: Jonnson, Engrossing Clerk. 

© Jonn M. Grason, Enrolling Clerk. 

“ Hy. J: Tayor, Sergeant-at-Arms. _ 

“ W. B. MoSuan, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms. 
« N. Weaver, Door-Keeper. | 

« G. S. Bocexss, Assistant Doc r-Keeper. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Nathan Mays, praying 
for relief, also the petition of John Bailey, praying for rehef.— 
Both, on motion, were referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. : 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of various citizens of a portion 
of Washington county, asking to be attached to the County of 
Fayette—Referred to the committee en County Boundaries. 

Mr. Potier presented the petition of W. I. Henrie, and alse 
that of V. F. Dalton, praying for relief—Both of which were re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Pirkey presented the petition of the heirs of William 
Watson, praying for relief—Referred to the committee on Private 
Land.Claims. ' 

Mr. Lott introduced a bil! for the Geological Survey and 
eXaminatiou of the State—Read first time. 

Mr. McDade introduced a bill for the payment of the “Thir 
Class Debt”—Read first ime. : 

Mr. Flanagan introduced a Bill To amend an “ Act regulat- 
ing Attachments, approved March 1fth, 1848.” 7 

Mr. Guinn offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Senate go into an election of Ohaplain fer 
the present session.” 

Mr. Grimes moved to lay the resolution on the table-—Yeas 
and Nays being called. 

(Yeas and Nays npon Mr. Grimes’ motion. to lay upon the 
table the resolution offered by Mr. Guinn, to go into the election. 
of Chaplain.) ` ` l . 

Ymas.—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Hord, Mce- 
Dade, Martin, Pirkey, Scarborough, Taylor of Fannin and 
Weatherford. —10. 

Nays.— Messrs. Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, Lott, 
McCulloch, Millican, Palmer, Potter, Russell, Scott, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit and White.—16.—Lost. 

Mr. Guinn’s resolution was then adopted, and Messrs, Potter, 
Taylor of Cass and Guinn being appointed 'Fellers, the Senate 
proceeded to the election of Chaplain, . 

Mr. Taylor of Cass nominated Mr. Joe Baker. 
“ Taylor of Fannin nominated Mr. Savage. 
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My, Potter nominated Mr. Wesson. 

On the first ballot Mr. Shanks received 3 votes, Mr. Baker 8, 
Mr. Savage 4, Mr, Wesson 5 votes, Mr.:Phillips 8, Mr. Wellum 
"1, and:“the‘Pope” 1. 

No one having received a majerity of all the-votes:cast,-a 
second ballot was ordered. 

Mr. Britton received 4 votes, Mr. Shanks 4, Mr. ‘Baker 9, Mr. 
Savage 3, Mr. Wesson 6, Mr. Williams 1.—No election. 

On the third ballot Mr: Sneed received 2 votes, Mr. Shanks 
2, Mr. Britton 3, Mr. Wesson 7, Mr. Baker 6 votes, Mr. Savage - 
5, Mr. Phillips 3, Mr. Marn 1.—No election. 

The names of Messrs. Sneed, Shatiks‘and Britton -were then 
withdrawn, | 

- On the fourth -ballot Mr. Craig received 2 votes, Mr. Wesson 
8, Mr. Baker 8, Mr. Savage 9, Mr. Fontaine 1, Mr. Irvin 1. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass withdrew the name of Mr. Baker after the 
fifth ballot, the name of Mr. Craig was also withdrawn. 

On the fifth ballot Mr. Wesson received 14 votes, Mr. Savage 
9, Mr. Baker 4 votes, Mr.:Fontaine 1.—No election, 

On the 6th ballot Mr. Wesson received 16 votes, Mr. Savage 
12 votes, and Mr. Marn 1. 

Mr. Wesson having received a majority -of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly elected Chaplain of.the Senate during the 
present session. 

Mr. Weatherford introduced a-bill, “Granting to actual Settlers 
on the vacant Public Domain, certain pre-emption .privaleges,”— 
Read first time. Ti 

Mr. Taylor of Cass introduced a bill to amend “An Act to in- 
corporate the Jefferson Railroad Compan y."—Read first time. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass introduced a bill “To investigate certain 
void and forfeited Land Titles.”—Read firsttime, ` 

On motion ot Mr. Lott, the Senate took a recess of ten minutes. 

At the expiration of the time the Senate being called to order, 
proceeded to the Hall of the House of Representatives. ' - 

- The roll of the two Houses being called, on motion, the two 
Houses in joint session, went into the election of Publie Printer. 

Mr. Hord, on the part of the Senate, nominated Mr. J. W. 
Latimer; Mr. Taylor ef Cass nominated Messrs. Marshall & 
Oldham. 

The vote being taken “wea vore,” the following Sendtors 
voted for Messrs, Marshall & Oldham: 

Mr. Bryan. Burroughs, Guinn, Lott, McDade, Maverick 
Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott,Supervielle 
Taylor of Cass.and Weatherford.—1a. 

The following Senators voted for Mr. J. W. Latimer: 
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Mr. Armstrong, ‘Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, ‘Grimes, Hill, 
Hord, McCulloch, -Martin, Millican, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor 
of Houston, Truit and White.—14. 

On the part of the House Messrs, Marshall & Oldham received 
45 votes, and Mr. J. W. Latimer received 40 votes. 

Messrs. Marshall & Oldham having received a majority of a'l 
the votes cast, were declared duly elected Public Printers, 

While the vote was being taken, Mr. Supervielle being ab- 
~gent on account of-sickness, on motion of Mr. Flanagan, a com- 
smittee of 3, Messrs. Bryan, Flanagan ‘and Truitt, were appointed 
to take his vote. 

Mr. Bryan, as Chairman of the Committee, reported the vote 
„of Mr. Supervielle as heretofore recorded. 

Mr. Hill protested against the action of the Senate in recording 
ithe vote of Mr. Supervielle, taken through the committee. 

Mr. Flanagan moved to appoint a committee to take the vote 
of Mr. Whitaker.—Lost. 

` Mr. Taylor ef Cass moved tht the joint session adjourn until 
:3 o'clock, r. m.—Carried. i 
e 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Senate and House met in joint session pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Roll called—Quorum present. - 

Mr. Scott was appointed Teller on the part ofthe Senate, te 
act in conjanction with Messrs. Ochiltree and Williams, on the 
part of the House, to examine the returns-of the election of Gov- 
-ernor and Lieutenant Governor, 

_ The two Houses then proceeded to count the votes, whereupon 
the Speaker announced for the office of Governor, 

E. M. Pease had received twenty-six thousand, three hundred 
and thirty-six; David C. Dickson, eighteen thousand, nine hun- 
dred and sixty eight; Geo. 'T. Wood, two hundred and twenty- 
‘six; and M. T. Johnson, eight hundred and nine. l 
_ For Lieutenant Governor: H. R. Runnels received twenty- 

ene thousand and seventy-three; W. G. W. Jowers, seventeen 
thonsand, eight hundred and seventeen; Andrew Neill, four 
thousand, three hundred and sixty. 

E. M. Pease having recetved the largest number of votes for 
Governor was declared by the Speaker, duly and constitutional- 
ly elected ‘Governor of the State for the term of two years, 
from the 21st day of December next; and H. R. Runnels hav- 
ing received the largest number of votes for Lieutenant Governor, 
was declared, by the Speaker, duly and constitutionally elected 
Lieutenant Governor of the State for the term of two years, from 

the 21st day of December next, ensuing. 


P 
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On motion of Mr. Russell, the Senate returned to the Senate: 
Chamber. _ TE 

On motion of Mr. Martin, adjonrned until to-morrow morning 
at 10 æ'clock, 

: SENATE, CAAMBER, | 
Tuurspay, Nov. 8th, 18585. { 

The President called the Senate to order, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Roll called—quornm present—Piayer by the Chaplain— 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Flanagan presented the petition of the Heirs ot Elizabeti 
Taylor; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of N. T. Byers; referred të 
the committee on Claims and Accounts. ` 

Mr. Potter presented the petition of Jas. P. Nash; referred: 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of Clinton Thompson, asking 
for relief from the disabilities of minority; referred to a com- 
mittee ou State affairs. 

Mr. Scott presented a memorial from various citizens of Har- 
risoh county ; referred ta committee of Public Lands. | 

Mr. White presented the petition of James Howerton; referred 
to committee on Claims aud Accounts. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass presented the petition of various citizens 
of Cass county ; referred to committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

Mr. McCulloch presented the petition of the heirs of Alfred 
Barton ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Lott presented the petition of John S. Price ; referred te 
committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Pirkey presented the petition of Samuel McK neely, for 
relief; referred to commitiee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Scarborough, as Chairman ot the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a resolution to make arrangements wil 
the Lost Master, for franking atl public documents from the 
Senate—reported the pewormance of that duty, and also the 
compl.ance of the committee with the instructions requiring 
them to provide 2000 copies of the Governors: Message in 
English, 250 in German, and 250 in Spanish ; and also, that the 
Public Printer informs them that no provision has been made fer 
an Interpreter, in either of the foreign languages.. 

Mr. Martin (by leave,) presented the petition of various citi-.- 
gens of Anderson county; referred to committee of Public 
Lands 7 

Mr. Caldwell introduced a bill to incorporate the “ Austin 
City Bridge Company ;” read first time. 
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Mr. Grimes introduced a bill supplementary to an Act, author- 
ising the cancellation of Land Patents—passed Fedruary 8d, 
1854; read first time. 

Mr. Truitt introduced a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Finley ; 
read first time—also for the relief of George R. Raines; read 
first time. 

‘Mr, Armstrong introduced a bill to amend an Act, To provide 
for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road ; 
read first time. 

Mr. White introduced a bill to incorporate Powder Horn 
Bayou and Matagorda Bay Dredging Company ; read first time. 

Mr. Lott intreduced a bill to establish and incorporate a 
Female Literary Institute at Starrville, Smith county ; read first 
time. 

Mr. McCulloch introduced a bill relative to the protection of 
the Western Frontier; read first time. 

Mr. Weatherford moved that My. Armstrong be added to the 
Committee on Public Lands; carried. 

Mr. Potter moved that Mr. Guinn be added to the Committee 
on the Judiciary ; carried. 

Mr. Flanagan moved that Mr. White be -added to the Judi- 
ciary committee; carried. 

Mr. Lott moved that Mr. Russell be added to the Committee 
on Public Lands; carried. 

Mr. McCulloch introduced a joint resolution, instructing our 
Senators, and requesting our Representatives i in the Congress of 
the United States, to urge atreaty with the Mexican Republic, 
for the extraditfon of slaves escaping into Mexico from 'l'exas; 
read first time. 

Mr, Potter introduced a bill to amend an Act, authorizing the 
couhty Courts to regulate roads, &c. -approved February 4th, 
1854; read first time. 

Mr. Bryan moved Mr. Caldwell be added to the committee on 
Public Lands, and to the committee on the Judiciary; carried. 

Mr. Potter moved that Mr. Palmer be added to the committee 
on Public Lands; carried. 

Mr. Hill moved that Mr. McDade be added to the committees 
on Internal Improvements and public Debt ;. carried. , 

On motion of Mr. Guinn, Mr. Pirkey was added to the Judi- 
ciary committee. 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill tp incorporate the Texas and New 
Orleans Telegraph Company ; read first time. 

Also a bill to incorporate the Texas Cotton Seed Oil and Pa- 
ka Manufacturing Company ; read first time. 

Mr. Guinn offered: the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the Senate go into the election of Reporter for 
the present Session ; adopted. i 
i Mr. Russell nominated Mr. T'rueblood. 
kt Bryan also ét ét st 
“ Armstrong “  “& Bradford. 

Messrs. Flanagan and Burroughs were appointed Tellers. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the election was postponed until 
Monday morning at 10 o’clock A. M, E 

Mr. Allen offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 
make an arrangement with the editors of the newspapers of 
Austin, to furnish each member of the Senate with ten copies 
of each tri-weekly issue. 

Mr. Flanagan moved to amend by inserting twenty instead of 
ten, 

Mr. Palmer moved to amend by adding—And ten copies of 
the weekly issue. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass offered-the following as a substitute : 

That the committee be instructed to make arrangements 
to furnish each Senator with thirty copies of the weekly issue. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor of Fannin, 

The Resolution, Amendments, and Substitute, were referred 
to the committee on Printing and contingent expenses. 

Mr. Burroughs offered the following resolution : T 

fesolved, That the ‘committee on Public Lands, are 
instructed to investigate the recent frands committed in procur- 
ing bounty and donation land warrants, head rights, certificates, 
and soldier’s pay ; j 

That they report to the Senate the extent of the frauds, with 
a bill to detect the same, and prevent their consummation ; 

And that the committee on purposes aforesaid, are authorized 
to send for persons and papers; adopted. i 

Mr. White offered the following resolution : i 

Resolved, That the several paragraphs of the Governor's Mes- 

e be referred to the appropriate committees ; | 

And that they be instructed to report upon the same, by bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. Hord offered the following: resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 
contract with Debray and Lewis of San Antonio, for the trans- 
lation, printing, and delivery of the copiesin the Spanish lan- 
guage, and with F. Lendheimer of New Braunfels, for the transla- 
tion, printing, and delivery of the copies in the German language 
of the Governor’s Message, ordered by the Senate, and the com- 


mittee be instructed to report their action to the Senate for 
confirmation. l 
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Referred to the committee on Printing. 

Mr. Scott moved that Mr. Weatherford be added to the com- ` 
mittee on Finance; carried. 

By leave, Mr. Armstrong presented the petitions of Joseph 
Solomon, Wm. Wingate, heirs of John H. Connell, Alexander 
McLean, Benjamin Bryant, Henry Anderson, David Chance and 
Elijah Thomas; all of which were referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. | - 

l ORDER OF THE DAY. 

A bill to repeal an Act regulating Public Printing—approved 
December 27th, 1851. 

Read second time and referred to the committee on Printing. 

A bill to establish and incorporate a Literary Institution, under 
the supervision and control of the Bastern Texas Annual Con- 
ference,—located at or near the town of Gilmer, in the county of 
Upshur, in this State. Read second time, and referred to the 
committee on Edueation. 

A bill to authorize Bartlett Sirs assignee of Martha Barker, 
to raise a location therein named, and locate the same on any 
vacant lands. Read second time and referred to the committee 

on the Judiciary. 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the Third 
Class Debt. Read second time and referred to the committee 
on Public Debt. ae , 

A bill providing for the geological survey and examination of — 
this State. Read second time and referred to the committee 


of State Affairs, 


A bill to amend an Act regulating Attachments—approved 
March 11th, 1848. Read second time and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill granting certain Pre-Emption privileges to actual 
settlers on vacant public domain. Read second time and refer- 
ed to the committee on Public Lands. | 

A bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Jefferson Railway 
Company. Read second time ard ordered to Engrossment. 

A bill to investigate certain void and forfeited Land Titles; 

Read second time and referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. ¢ 
Mr. Hill moved the Senate adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. M., 
lost, , 

On motion of Mr. Guinn the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, at 10 o’clock. 
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OS SENATE CHAMBER, 
_ Friday morning Nov, 9th, 1855. 

The President catled the Senate to order pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, 

Roll called—quorum present—prayer by the Chaplain—Jour- 
nal of yesterday read and adopted. o 

Mr. Taylor of Cass presented the memorial of various citizens 
of Jefferson, in Cass county. Referred to the committee on In- 
terial Improvements. 

Mr. White presented the petition of Joel Herd. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Scarborough, as chairman of the committee on Printing, 
reported that the Public Printer informed the committee that 


arrangements had been made for the translation, printing and ` 


delivery, of the copies of the Governor's Message in the Span- 
ish and German languages. _ 

And further, the committee reported to the Senate, the propo- 
sitions made by the State Gazette and State Times, relative to 
furnishing Senators with their weekly and tri-weekly issues, and 
asked the action of the Senate upon the same. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill requiring all genuine evidences of 
claim to land, to be located within a time therein specified. Read 
first time. 

Mr. Palmer introduced a bill to create the fifteenth Judicial 
District. Read first time. 


Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to define more particularly . 


the boundary line of Milam Land District. Read first time. 

Mr. Palmer introduced a bill to define the seventh Judicial 
District, and the time of holding courts therein. Read first time. 

Mr. Guinn introduced a bill to amend the 64th section of an 
Act concerning crimes and punishments—approved March 20th, 
1848. Read first time. 

Mr. Taylor of Fannin offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the committee on printing and contingencies, 
eatise to be furnished to each member of the Senate, ten copies 
each, of the State Gazette and State Times tri-weekly issues. 

Mr. Hill moved to amend by striking out ten and inserting 
twenty. Lost. . 

Mr. McDade moved to amend by striking out ten and insert- 
ing fifteen. 


| 


| 
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-Mr. Palmer offered the following as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the committee on printing and contingencies 
cause to be furnished to each member of the Senate, ten copies 
each of the State Gazette and State Times weekly and tri-weekly 
issues, ; 

Mr. McDade withdrew his amendment. 

` Mr. Taylor of Cass moved to amend by adding, at a price not 
to exceed five cents per copy. 

Mr. Taylor of Fanuin moved. to. lay the amendment on the 
table. Lost. | 

The motion of Mr. Taylor of Cass then earried. 

Mr. Palmer then moved to amend by inserting, “and appendix,” 
after the State Gazette. Adopted. 

The substitute of Mr. Palmer as amended was then adopted. 

Mr. Palmer introdueed a bill to provide for the incorporation 
of 'eolleges, universities, academies, seminaries, religions, and 
other societies. Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read a second time, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

Mr. Maverick introduced a bill to amend an Act, entitled an 
Act to incorporate the city of San Antonio—approved January 
Ath, 1842. Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Maverick the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read a second time, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr, Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of Thomas Wil- 
liams et als. Read first time. 

Mr, McCulloch offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be requested 
to examine into the necessity and propriety of laying off the 
whole State into new Judicial Déstricts, as well as the necessity 
of forming new Districts, and that they report by bill or other- 
wise, at as early a day as practicable, and that a Senator fromeach 
Judicial District be added to the com mittee for that purpose. 

Mr. Flanagan offered the following resolution as a substitute: 
` Resolved, That a committee be raised, composed of one mem- 


Dber from each Judicial District, to take into consideration the 


propriety of a re-organization of the Districts, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 
The substitute was adopted. 
Mr. Allen introduced a bill to create the county of Wise. Read 
first time. 
_Mr. Martin introduced a bill to quiet land titles. Read first 
time, ` ; 


o 


Q 
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On motion of Mr. Hord, Mr. Hill was added to the commit- - 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Palmer introduced a bill to provide for the investment of 
the special school fund, in the bonds of rail road companies, in- 
corporated by the State. “Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor of Fannin, Mr. Allen was added to 
the committee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Guinn, Mr. Hill was added to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. | X 

On motion of Mr. McDade, Mr. - Weatherford was added to 
the committee on Publie Lands. ; 

On motion of Mr. Millican, Mr. Russell was added to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, Mr. Whitaker was added to the com- 
se on Finance, on Internal Improvements, and on Public 

ands. 

Mr. Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported a bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Jefferson Rail 
Road company correctly engrossed. | 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to amend an Act to incorporate the Jefferson Rail Road 
Company. 

‘Mr. Millican moved its reference to the committee on Internal 
improvements. Lost. 

Mr. Potter moved the final reading of the bill. 

Mr. Flanagan moved to amend by striking out Pacific. Lost. 

The bill was then reada third time on Mr. Potter’s motion, and 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs.Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Grimes, Guinn, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Mar- 
tin, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, 
Scott, Superveille, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truitt, 
Weatherford, Whitaker and Whfte—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Flanagan, Hill and Millican—3. 

On motion of Mr. McCulloch the Senate adjourned until 
Monday morning at 10 o’clock. 


. - SENATE CHAMBER, 
: Monday morning, Nov. 12th, 1855. 
The President called the Senate to order pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. l 
Roll called—quorum present—prayer by the Chaplain—Jour- 
nal of yesterday read and adopted. 
Mr. Hill presented the credentials of the Hon, H. C. Pedigo, 
Senator elect from the 16th Senatorial District. 


| 
| 
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Mr. Pedigo having been duly sworn, took his seat within the 
Senate Chamber as a member of their body. 


Mr. Russell presented the petitions of George Pierman and 
Josiah Bishop. 


Referred to the committee on private Land Claims. 

Mr. Potter presented the petition of Geo. W. Grover. 

‘Referred to the committee on private Land Claims, 

Mr. Taylor of Cass presented the petition of J. W. Parker. 

Referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

5 Mr. Hill presented the petition of Jno. W. Collier, and N. W. 

ush. - y 

Referred to committee on private Land Claims. 

Mr. White presented the petition of E. Kirkpatrick and J. 
Rose. Referred to committee on county Boundaries, 

‘Mr. Grimes presented the petition of James McDonald. 

Referred to committee on private Land Claims. 

Also the petition of the heirs of Henson. 

Referred to committee on private Land Claims. 

Also the petition of Andrew Montgomery. 

Referred to committee on Public, Lands. 

Mr. Martin presented the petition of Isabella Wingate and 
John-Collins, Referred to committee on private Land Claims. 

‘Mr. Burroughs presented the petition of D. M. Fulton. 

Referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Also the petition of Caroline E. Burks. 

Referred to the committee on private Land Claims, 

Also the petition of Root Sanders. 

Referred to committee on private Land Claims. 

Also the petition of Henry Stagner. 

Referred to committee on private Land Claims. 

Mr. Flanagan presented the petitions of A. H. ‘Wiley, and 
Harrison H. Edwards, Referred to committee on private Land 
Claims. | 

"The committee on Public Printing reported that they had had 
an Act to repeal an Act regulating the Publie Printing—ap- 
proved December 27th, 1851, under consideration, and saw no 
good reason why said law should be repealed. 

The committee therefore reported said bill baek to the Senate, 
and recommended that the act referred to in the bill under con- 
sideration, be so amended as to read as follows, viz: i 

That a public:printer shall be elected within ten days after the 
organization, &c, | i 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill for the relief of John B. Johnson. 

Read first time. - 
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Mr. McDade introduced a bill to incorporate the Texas Iron, 
Steel and Copper Manufacturing Company. Read first time. 

Mr. Doane introduced a bill for the relief of James W. Reed, 
Read first time. 

Mr. Guinn introduced a bill to authorise the county court of 
Cherokee county, to levy additional taxes for the purpose of 
building a county jail. Read first time. 

Mr. Guinn also introduced a biil to prevent the eerrying of 
concealed weapons. Read first time. 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill for the protection of lands that 
have been or may hereafter be granted for the purposes of edu- 
“¢ation. Read first time. 

Also a bill authorizing and requiring the Governor of the 
State to cause the unlocated balance of the university lands to 
be'located and surveyed. Read first time. | 

Mr.-Lott introduced a bill forthe relief of John Dewberry.— 
Read first time. 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill to authorize and require the 
“Treasurer to transfer the specie in the Treasary, belonging to 
the school fund, and replace it, with 5 per ‘cent. United States 
bonds. Read first time. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass introduced a bill making an appropriation 
for-the indemnification of the owners of slaves-executed by pro- 
-cess of law. Read first time, 

Also a bill authorizing the transfer of certain stock -bonds on 
certain conditions. Read first time. 

Mr, Lott introduced a bill for the relief of D. P. Fowler. Read 
‘first time. 

Mr. Hill introduced a bill confirming certain head right grants. 
on the boundary line of Austin and Robertson’s Colony. Read 
first time. 

_ Also a biti to previde-a summary Temedy for sureties. Read 
first time. 

Also a bill to incorporate Lagrange Lodge, No. 30, I. O. O. F, 

Read first time. 

Also a bill to incorporate Hopkin’s Encampment, No. 9. 
I..0.0. F. Read first time. 

Mr. White introduced a bill to amend the statutes of limitation. 

Read first time. 

Mr. McDade introduced a bill to authorize the District Court 
clerk of Washington county, to transcribe certain records, Read 
first time. 

Mr. Caldwell offered the following resolntion : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized te 
have the cistern attached to the Capitol cleaned and repaired, 
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and pay for the same ottt of the contingent fand of the Senate. 
Adopted.. 


Mr Potter introduced a bill to incorporate the Galveston 
Island University. Read first time. 


Also a Joint resolution to amend the constitution, Read first 
time. 


Mr Palmer introduced a joint resolution to amend the consti- 
tution. Read first time. 

Mr Potter introduced a bill granting Pellican Island to the 
corporation of the city’of Galveston. Read first time. 

Mr Burroughs introduced a bill for the relief of Dicy Craig. 
Read first time. 

Mr Potter introduced a bill granting to the United States the 
consent of Texas to the construction of break-waters and other 
improvements on the coast of Texas, Read first time: 

Mr Allen introduced a bill--making an appropriation for the 
location and‘surveying of Texas land scrip. Read frst time, 

Mr -Guinn offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant at Arms be authorized to employ 


some person to assist him, provided his pay does not exceed 
dollars per diem. 


Mr Russell moved to fill the blank with three. 

Mr Guinn ‘moved to fill the blank with four. . 

“Mr Grimes moved to lay the resolution on the table. Carried: 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A message from his Excellency the Governor was received, 
commitnicating ` a memorial from certain creditors of Texas.— 
Read and referred to committee on Publie Debt. 

An act to amend-an act regulating roads, &c. Read second 
time, and referred to committee on roads, bridgesand Ferries. 

A bill to incorporate the Cotton Seed Oil and Paper Manufac- 
turing Company. Read second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to create the Fifteenth Judicial District. Read second 
time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill'to incorporate the Austin city Bridge Company. ` Read 
second time, and referred to the committee on roads, bridges 
and ferries, 

A. bill to incorporate the Starrville female high school. Read 
second time, and referred to committee on Education. l 

An act to incorporate the’ Powder Horn Bayou and Matagorda 
Bay Dredging Company. Read second time, and on motion of 
Mr White, referred tocommittee on Internal insprovements. 

A bill to amend an aest to provide for the construction of the 
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Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road Company. .Read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Armstrong, referred tocommittee’ on 
Internal Improvements. ean: 

A bill for the relief of Geo. R. Raines, Read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Truitt referred to the committee on private 
Land Claims. Ea 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Finley. Read seeond time, 
and on motion of Mr Truitt referred to commiitee on private 
land claims, 

On motion of Mr Potter under the special order of the day, 
the Senate proceeded to the election of Reporter. 

Mr Armstrong nominated Mr Bradford. 
Russell s ‘¢ . Frueblood. 
‘Messrs. Grimes, Potter and Guinn were appointed Tellers. 
- Mr Trueblood received 19 votes. y ed 
“ Bradford . “ 12 “ 

Mr Trneblood having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly elected Reporter of the Senate during tife 
present Session. __ 

A. bill authorizing the cancelling of eertain land patents. 
Read second time, and on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to 
committee on public lands, i 

A bill to provide for the better proteetion of our Western 
frontier. Read second time, and on motion of Mr-MeCulloch re- 
ferred to committee on Indian affairs. 

A. joint resolution respecting the extradition of slaves escaping 
into Mexico. Read second time, and referred to. committee on 
State affairs. | 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Telegraph 
Company. Read second time, and on motion of Mr Potter referred 
to committee on Internal Improvements. f 

A bill requiring all evidences of land claims to be located 
within a time therein specified. Read second time,.dnd on mo- 
tion of Mr Lott referred to committee on public lands. 

A bill defining the 7th judicial district. Read second time; 
and on motion of Mr Palmer, referred to committee on the Judi- 
ciary. P i l 

A bill defining the boundary of Milam Land District. Read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Armstrong ‘referred to com- 
mittee on public lands. 

A bill to amend an act concerning crimes and punishments— 
approved March 20th, 1848. Read second time, and on motion 
of Mr Guinn referred to committee on the Judiciary.. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Williams et als. Read second - 
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time, and on motion of Mr Flanagan referred to committee on 
public lands. 

A bill to create the county of Wise. Read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Allen referredto committee on county boun- 
daries, 

A bill to grant certain land titles. Read second time, and on 
motion of Mr Martin referred to eommittee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to provide for the investment of the special school fand. 
Read second time, and referred to committee on education by 
motion of Mr. Palmer. | l 

On motion of Mr McDade, the Senate adjourned till to-mor- 
row morning, at 10 o'clock. 


TR 


Senate CHAMBER, l 
November 13th, 1855. 

Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Roll called—quorum present—prayer by the Chaplain. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Bryan presented the peition of Alonzo B Follett; re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Flanagan presented the petition of the heirs of John F. 
Cheairs; referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr White presented the petition of A Severy; referred to 
committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of Wm A Hardwicket 
referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Potter from the Judiciary committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act entitled, an 
act to incorporate the city of San Antonio—approved January 
14th, 1842; reported the same back to the Senate, and recom- 
mended its passage. : 

Mr Potter from the same committee, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled, An act to amend an act regulating attach- 
ments—approved March 11th, 1848; reported a substitute 
therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr Palmer, from the same committee, made the following - 
report ¢ 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of Joel Herd, have instructed me to report the same 
back to the Senate, together with a general bill, authorizing all 
persons to dispose of their own estate by will. 

The committee in recommending the passage of this bill, feel 
assured that its effects will be to remove one of the most fruit- 
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ful sources of litigation to which the country is subject, and to 
restore to parents that control and influence over their children, 
which the present law has in many instances completely des- 
troyed. : 

Under the present law, almost every man has been deterred 
from undertaking to make his own will, for fear of not coming 
fully within the pale of the law, and has felt that he was unjustly 
trammelled, in the free disposition of his own property. —— 

And the estates of many of those who have undertaken to 
dispose of their property by will, have been squandered to 
lawyers, or absolved in the probate courts, in efforts to set the 
will aside, on account of inequality in the distribution. . 

In many instances, persons in order to escape the ruinous 
effects of the law, have been tempted to undertake to avoid its 
provisions by fictitious conveyances of their property during 


life, which has most generally involved them in a still more 


difficult and. embarassing condition. ia 

But if the right is conferred by law upon persons to dispose 
of thir own property by will, according to the relative situation 
of their several oe and: according to the dictates of their own 
judgment,human nature and common reason teaches us to believe 
that as a general rule, parents will better understand, appreciate, 
and provide for the condition and circumstances of their own 
offspring, than disinterested legislators can possibly do. 

There is no provision of law which the committee deem of 
greater importance, than the principle embraced in the present 
bill, securing to persons the power of making a fair and equal 


distribution of their own estate by will, without the interfer- ` 


ence or control of probate courts, and grasping and officious 
administrators. - 

A proper or of this right will do much to prevent 
litigation, and to secure estates from the long and costly process 
of administration ; and will give to those most deeply inter- 
ested, the satisfactien of knowing that they can make such 
disposition of their own property, (which they have perhaps 
ok life-time in acquiring,) as they deem best, for the 
` interests of those dearest to them. All ef which is respectfully 
submitted. E. A. PALMER, 


One of the Judiciary committee. 


Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made 
the following report : e 


The committee on private land claims, to whom was referred’ 


the petition of the heirs of John Baily, claiming one league and 
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one labor of land, have considered the same, and a majority of 
the committee instruct me to report: 

That the said John Baily emmigrated to Texas in the year 
1834, and. continued to reside in Texas, continuously, from that 
period up to the time of his death, and performed ail the duties 
of a good citizen. 

In 1840 he received a certificate for the said-quantity of land 
at ene for, which was not recommended by the travelling’ 
oara. , > 

The committee do not belifve that the mere fact of rejection 
by the travelling board, should be taken as conelusive ‘against 
the claimant, when it is shown by incontestible evidence, that 
he was entitled as a colonist, and that he continued to reside in 
the county up to the day of his death. 

The committee report the following bill for the relief of the 
claimant, and recommend its passage. i l 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Baily; read first 
time.. ` 

Mr Taylor of F., chairman of the committee on private land 


- claims, made the following report : 


The committee on private land claims, to whom was referred 


the petition of Valentine T Dalton, praying for land, report 


that the evidence produced by the petition, shows tkat he is 
entitled to a headright certificate for 640 acres of land. 

‘The committee therefore direct me to report the accompany- 
ing bill for the relief of said Dalton, and recommend its 

assage. . . 

A ill for the relief of V T Dalton; Read first time. 
_ Mr Taylor, chairman of the same committee, also reported 
the committee to be of opinion, that the relief prayed for by the 
heirs of Elizabeth Taylor, should be granted. 

They therefore introduce the accompanying bill, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Taylor; read 
first time. 

‘In respect to the petition of Matthew Mays praying for 
and for John Reed, the committee on private land claims 
report: : ‘ . j 

That as there appears no authority authorizing said Mays to 
apply for said land, nor any reason why said Reed did not apply 
for, and obtain his certificate, the relief prayed for ought not to 
be granted—and add, however, not to prejudice the claim of 
said Reed, the committee recommend that said petition lie on 
the table. : 
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Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lands, made 
the following report: 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of T A Patillo, chief justice of Harrison county, have 
had the same under consideration, and report a bill for the relief 
of the said county of Harrison; bill read first time. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lands, te 
whom was referred the petition of Andrew Montgomery, re- 
ported that the committeg had had the same under consideration, | 
and deem it inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners. 

Mr Rotter introduced the following bill: : | 

An act to incorporate the Galveston rope, cordage, and cottor 
manufacturing company; read first time. | 

Also a bill to incorporate the Texas marine railway, and 
building association ; read first time. 

Also a Lill to incorporate the Galveston ice company; read 
first time. 

Also a bill to incorporate the Galveston reading elub ;-reaď 
first time. -_ 

Also a bill to be entitled, An act making an appropriation for 
the payment of a portion of the public debt of the late. Repub- 
lic of Texas; read first time. 

Also a bill giving the assent of the State of Texas, to an act 
to provide for the payment of such creditors of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, as are comprehended in the act of Congress, of 
September 9th, 1850, which was passed at the second session 
of the thirty-third Congress of the United States, and approved 
February 28th, 1855; read first time. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs, to 
whom was referred the petition of Clinton Thompson, report 
that they have had the same under consideration, and that the 
committee are of opinion that the prayer of the said Clinton 
Thompson should begranied, and recommended the following 
bill for passage : SO 

A bill to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, to take posses- 
sion and control of his estate, and to transact business as though, 
he were of full age; read first time. : 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, introduced the following bills 

A bill for the relief of Col J Tarlton; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of those who served in the navy; read 
first time. 


Mr Russell introduced a bill to prevent hunting by fire-light; 
read first time. 

Mr Allen introduced a bill to create the Sixteenth Judicial 
District; read first time. 
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Also a joint resolution to amend the third section of the tenth 
article of the constitution; read first time. 


Mr Bryan introduced the following bills: 


A bill to confirm titles in the colonies of Austin and DeWitt ; 
read first time. . 


Also a bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of the heirs of 
Amos Cox; read first time. 

Also a bill for the relief of GQ. G. Willams; read first time. 

Also a bill conferring power on county courts, to estabiish 
quarantine regulations ; read first time. 

The following message was received from the House: 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to meet the House 
in joint session in the Representative Hall, at 11 1-2 o’clock, on 
Thursday the 16th inst., for the purpose of electing a United 
States Senator for this State for the term of six years, com- 
mencing on the 4th of March, 1857. 

On motion of Mr Hill, Mr Pedigo was added to the committee 
on the Judiciary, internal improvement, and public debt. 

Mr Bryan introduced a bill to exempt one or more negroes 
from execution ; read first time. 

_Mr Millican introduced a bill supplementary to an act, author- 
izing the commissioner of the General Land Office to issue 
patents on certificates issued by the board of Land Commis- 
sioners of Robertson county, under certain restrictions—ap- 
proved February 5th, 1850; read first time. 

A bill relative to the time of holding courts in Cameron 
county was introduced by Mr Scarborough ; read first time. 

n motion of Mr. McCulloch, Mr Doane was added to the 
committee on Indian affairs. 

Mr White introduced the following bills : 

A. pill to amend an act, entitled an act to provide a mode to 
try titles to lands; read first time. oo 

Also 2 bill entitled, an act concerning surveys, and to repeal 
an act—approved February 10th, 1852; read first time. 

Mr Guinn introduced a bill for the relief of David and 
Joseph Luce, and the heirs of Abb Luce, Senior, and the heirs 
of Abb Luce, Junior; read first time. l 
- An act to amend an act legalising the official acts of Wm 
H Steel, commissioner; read first time. | 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, the rule being suspended, the bill 
was read a second time and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. ; 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill for the relief of the Texian 
creditors of the German emigration company, and to quiet the 
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titles to the lands of the colonists, their representative and 
assignees, in Fisher and Miller’s Colony; read first time. `- 
On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, the 
the bill read asecond time, and referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. | 
Mr Palmer introduced a bill, authorizing agents and attor- 
neys to make affidavits in certain’cases; read first time. 
Also a bill to amend the statutes of limitation; read frst 
time. 
Mr Taylor, of Cass, offered the following resolution : 
Resolved,. That the committee on the Judiciary be requested 
to take under consideration the passage of some law, allowing 
open accounts to be proven before a notary public, and report 
by bill or otherwise; carried. 
The President announced the following Senators as a select 
committee, to re-organize the Judicial districts ot the State: 
Ist Judicial District, Mr Potter, | 


2d 66 4 b6 Hill, 

3d c 4 «&« McDade, 

4th & «< « McCulloch, 

5th =“ s « Burroughs, 
6th “ <6 « Flanagan, Chairman, 
Tth «“ “ “o Palmer, 

8th *“ «o « Taylor, of Fannin, 
9th  “ “ “. Taylor, of Houston, 
10th =“ “ ‘¢ White, 
ilth «“ “6 “«- Doane, 

12th = “6 “ Hord, 

18th “ ¢ « Millican, 

14th “ e “« Maverick. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr Taylor, of Houston, one of the committee on printing, 
to whom was referred a bill to repeal an act regulating the 
public printing—approved December 27th, 1851; reported the 
same back to the Senate, and saw no good reason why said law. 
should be repealed. , - 

The committee recommended that the act referred to, be- so 
amended as to read as follows —viz: . l 

That a public printer shall hereafter be elected within ten 
days after the organization of &e. ` 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the report and accompany. 
ing bill were referred to-committee on printing. s 

A bill to incorporate the Texas iron, steel, and copper manu- 
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facturing company; read second time, and on motion of Mr 
McDade, referred to committee on Internal Improvements. 
A bill for the reliefof James W Read; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Doane, referred to committee on Finance. 


A billto prevent the carrying of concealed weapons; read 
second time, and referred to committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Cherokee county to 
levy additional taxes, for the purpose of Suilding a jail house ; 
read secena time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill for the protection of lands that have been, or may here- 
after be granted for the purposes of Education ; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to committee on education. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Governor of the State to 
cause the unlocated balance of the university lands to be sur- 
veyed; read second time, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred 
to committee en education. a: 

A bill for the relief of John Dewberry; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr. Lott, referred to committee on public lands, 

A bill to authorize and require the Treasurer of the State te 
transfer the specie in the Treasury belonging to. the special 
school fund, to disbursement account, and replace the same with 
United States five per cent. indemnity bonds; read second 
time and on motion ef Mr Potter, referred to committee on 
education. 

A bill making an appropriation of five thousand dollars, 
for the indemnification of the owners of slaves, executed by 
due process of law; read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Taylor, of Cass, referred to committee on State affairs. 

A bill authorizing the transfer of certain stock bonds on 
certain conditions; Read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Taylor, of Cass, referred to committee on Finance. 

A bill for the relief of D P Fowler; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Lott, reterred to committee on State affairs. 

An act confirming certain headright grants on the boundary, 
line of Austin and Robertson’s colonies ; read second time, and 
en motion of Mr Hill referred to committee on public lands. 

A bill to provide a summary remedy for sureties; read sec- 
end time, and on motion ot Mr Hill, referred to committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate Lagrange Lodge,No 80,10 0 F. 

Also Hopkin’s Encampment, No 9, I O O F. sa 
Hach read second time, and on motion of Mr Hill, referred 


* 


to committee on State affairs. | 
f 
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A bill to amend an act, entitled an act of limitation—approved 
Feb. 26th, 1841; read second time, and on motion of Mr White 
referred to committee on the-J-udiciary. . 

A bill to ee the District court clerk of Washington 
county, to transcribe certain -records therein named; read 
second time, and on motion.of Mr McDade, referred to commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. . 

A bill to incorporate Galveston Island University ; read. sec- 
ond time, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to committee on 
education. T 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution ;. 
read second time, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to com 
mittee on the Judiciary. l pa 

A joint resolution proposing ah amendment to the 31st section 
of the 7th article of the constitution ; read second time, and: om 
motion of Mr Palmer; referred to committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill granting Pelican Island to the corporation of the city 
of Galveston ;. read second time, and on motion of Mr Potter, 
referred to committee on public lands. | 

A bill for the relief of Dicy Craig—formerly Dicey Hender 
son; read second time, and on motion of Mr Burroughs, 
referred to committee on private land claims. 

A bill granting the consent of the State of Texas, to. the 
United States to construct certain breakwaters, jettys, dams, and 
other improvements on the coast of Texas; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Potter, re!erred to the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements. i 

A bill appropriating two thousand dollars for the surveying; 
recording and patenting of Texas landscrip; read second time, 
er motion of Mr Allen, referred to committee on publie 

ands, . 

A bill for the relief of John B Johnson; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Hill, referred to committee on private land 
claims. j 

Mr Scott moved a suspension of the rule, for taking up a 
bill for the relief ef Clinton Thompson ; earried. l 

The bill was read a second time. 

Mr Potter moved to amend the bill by adding to seetion 
first, And he shall be liable for all contracts. or agreements 
made by him, the same asif he were twenty-one years of age ; 
carried. 

` OR motion of Mr Scott, the bill was ordered to engrossment. 
Mr Maverick moved a suspension of the rule to take up a 


bill to amend an act incorporating the city of San Antonio; 
carried. . 
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On motion of Mr Maverick the bill was then read a second 
time, and ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr Caldwell moved that thé Senate adjourn until to-morrow 
morning at 10 o’clock ; carried. 


SENATE CHAMBER, 
Wednesday, November 14, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order -by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. 3 , 

The Journal of yesterday wag read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Se- 
mate that the House had ‘adopted the following resolution: 

* R-solved, the Senate concurring, that the Committees raised 
in both houses, for the purpose of enquiring into the expediency 
of re-organizing the Judicial Districts of the State be required 
‘to act as a Joint Committee.” — 

Mr. Taylor, of Cass, presented the petition of Rosanna Rip- 
ley. Referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Burroughs presented the petition of S. H. Morris, and 
she petition of Ezekiel Vickers. Referred te the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Truit presented the petition of Josephus Moore. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Millican presented the memorial of Wesley Kirkpatrick, 
a citizen of Gillespie county. Referred to the ‘Committee on 
the Judiciary, - 

Mr. Guinn, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a BiH to amend an Act entitled an Act "to incorporate 
the City of San Antonio, approved Jan’y 14, 1842;-and a Bill 


‘to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, to take possession of his 


estate, and to transact business as though he were of full age. 
Correctly engressed. i 

Mr. Pirkey offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be request- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of so amending the Consti- 
tution of the State as to give appellate jurisdiction to the Dis- 
trict Goart, from judgments of Justices of the Peace, and re- 
port by resolution or otherwise.” Adopted. 

Mr. Grimes, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom 
was referred a Bill to authorise the County Court of Cherokee 
county to levy additional taxes for the purpose of building a 


Jail House, reported the same back and recommended its pas- 
sage. 
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Mr Taylor, of Houston, from the Committee on Printing and 
Contingent Expenses, to whom was referred a bill to repeal an 
Act regulating the Public Printing, reported a substitute there- 
for and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr Flanagan made the following report : 

The Committee on Internal Improvements have had before 
them a bili to incorporate the Texas Cotton Seed Oil and Paper 
Manufacturing Company, and after examining the same, are 
unanimous in recommending it favorably to the Senate, for rea- 
sons as seemeth good to your Committee. One is, the mann- 
facturing of paper in our midst,and a further object is the in- 
crease of domestic manufacture. Last, but not least, this bill 
does not ask any sestions of land to drive the machinery.’ All 
of which is respectfully submitted. sag: 

Mr Flanagan, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred a bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Tele- 
graph Company, reported the same back and recommended its. 
passage. | 

Mr Flanagan, from the same committee, made the following 
report : 
‘Your committee have had before them a bill to incorporate 
Powder Horn Bayou and Matagorda Bay Dredging Company, 
which they instruct me to report favorably after striking out 
the 40th section, which proposes to grant 640 aeres of land for 
every five thousand dollars expended—and a farther amend- 
ment in segtion 6, so as to reserve to the State the right to regu- 
late the tolls from time to time. Allof whieh is respectfully re- 
ported and recommended to pass. 

-~ Mr. Truit intredueed a bill for the relief of pre-emptors.— 
Read first time. ~ ) . 

Mr Scarborough introduced a bill to relinquish the title of 
the State of Texas to certain labors situated in the town tract 
of the city of Brownsville to the original grantees thereof, their 
heirs and legal assigns, and the balance of said tract to the 
a of said city for educational purposes. Kead first 

ime, i 

Mr. Pirkey introduced a bill supplementary to an Aot to es- 
tablish and incorporate the College of DeKalb, approved 26th 
January, 1839. Read Ist time. 

Mr Scarborough introduced a bill granting the ferries within 
the limits of the city of Brownsville to said city. Read first 
time. | 
~ Mr Burroughs introdueed abil] making appropriations for the 
improvement of the navigation of the rivers of the Staté— 
Read first time. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolutions of the House requesting the Senate to meet the 
Houe in joint session in the Representative Hall, at 11 1-2 
o'clock, on Thursday, the 16th instant, for the purpose of elect- 
ing a United States Senator for this State tor the term of six 
years, commencing on the 4th of March, 1857. Read. 

Mr Potter moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
« 16th” and inserting “15th.” 

Mr Grimes moved to amend by striking out “Thursday, the 
ae instant,” and inserting “the fst Monday in February next.” 

ost. 

Mr Caldwell moved a division of the question—-carried, 

The question being taken on striking out, was carried. 

Mr Potter’s motion to insert “ Fhursday, the 15th inst.” was 
then carried, and resolution adopted, by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Guinn, 
Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 
Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, 
of Houston, Truit, Weatherford and Whitaker—2l]. 

Nays—Messrs Caldwell, Grimes, Hill, Hord, Martin, Millican, 
Pedigo, Taylor, of Fannin, and White—9. : 

A bill to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, to take possession 
and control of his estate, and to transact business as though he 
were of full age. Read third time and passed. 

A bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to incorporate the city 
of San Antonio, approved January 14th, 1842. Read third time 
and passed. | 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, reporting it 
inexpedient to grant the petition of Andrew Montgomery. Read 
and on motion of Mr. Grimes, laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Taylor. Read. 
- Mr Palmer moved to postpone it until Monday week. Lost. 

Mr Bryan moved to make it the special order of the day for 
Saturday, the 17th instant, at 11 o’clock. | 

Mr Flanagan moved to lay the motion on the table. Lost. 
Mr Bryan’s motion was then carried. 

A bill for the relief of Harrison county—read second time 
andordered to be engrossed. i . 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary offering a sub- 
stitute for a bill to amend an Act regulating attachments—read 
and adopted and bill erdered to be engrossed. 
` A bill supplementary to the Act of February 28, 1840, con- 
cerning wills, and authorising persons to dispose of their estates 
by will—read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bailey—read, and 
on motion of Mr Taylor, of Fannin, laid on the table until 
Monday, the 19th inst. ; a 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of Matthew Mays, recommending that said petition 
lie on the table, was read and adopted. l . 

' À bill to amend the statute of limitations—read 2d time and 
on motion of Mr. Palmer, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. i l 

A bill authorising agents and attorneys to make affidavits 
in certain cases—read second time and, on motion of Mr Pal- 
mer, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. | 

A bill for the relief ot Jogeph Luce and David Luce, and the 
heirs of Jobn Luce, and the heirs of Abb Luce, sr., and the heirs 
of Abb Luce, jr.—read second time and, on motion of Mr Hil,. 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill concerning surveys and to repeal an Act, approved 
Feb’y 10, 1852—read second time, and on motion of Mr Pot- 
ter, referred to the committee on Public Lands. k 

A bill to amend an Act to provide a mode to try titles to 
land—read second time, and on motion of Mr White, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. ` 

A bill to prescribe the time for holding the terms of the 
District Court in the county of Cameron—read second time, 
and on motion of Afr Taylor, of Cass, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. ; 

A bill supplementary to an Act authorising the Commis- 
sioner of the, General Land Office to issue patents on certifi- 
cates issued by the Board of Land Commissioners of Robert- 
son county, under certain restrictions, approved Feb’y 5th, 
1850—read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to exempt one or more negroes, not exceeding five, 
from execution or forced sales—read second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr Potter, referred to the committee on State A flairs. 

A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to “ an Act to 
provide for the payment of such creditors of the late Republic 
of Texas as are comprehended in the Act of Congress ot Sep- 
tember 9th, 1850,” which was passed at. the second session of 
the thirty-third Congress of the United States, and approved 
Feb’y 28th, 1855—read second time and, on motion of Mr Pot- 
ter, referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

A bill for the relief of Gideon G. Williams—read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 
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A bill conferring power on County Courts to establish Qua- 
tantine regulations—read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Hill, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Andy Cox, deceased— 
read second time, and on motion of Mr Allen, referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to confirm titles in the eolonies of Austin and DeWitt 
—read second time, and on motion of Mr Allen, referred to tho 
committee on Public Lands. 

Joint Resolutions, proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion—read second time, and on motion of Mr Allen, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to create the 16th Judicial District and define the 
times of holding Courts therein—read second time, and on 
motion of Mr Allen, referred to the select committee on Judi- 
cial District. . 

A bill to prevent bunting by fire light—read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Russell, reterred to the committee on 
State Affairs, . a 

Abill to extend to those who served in the navy, the benefit 
of the laws granting bounties of land—read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Allen, referred to committee on Public Lands. - 

‘A bill for the relief of Lieut Col James Tarleton—tead sec- 
ond time, and on motion of Mr Allen, referred to the commit- 
tee on Public. Lands. 

A-bill making an appropriation for the payn:ent of a portion 
ef the Public Debt of the late Republic of Texas—read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to the -commit- 
tee on public debt. - | 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Reading Clab—-read’ 
second tine, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to the com- . 
mittee on Education. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Ice Company.—read sec- 
ond time, and on motion of Mr Potter, referred to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. | 

‘A bill to incorporate the Texas Marine, Railway and Build- 
ing Association—read second time, and on motion of Mr Pot- 
ter, referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A. bill to incorporate the Galveston Rope, Cordage and Cot- 
ton Manufacturing Company—read second time, and on motion 
of Mr Potter, referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. : 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule requiring reports to lie on 
tne table one day, was suspended, and the report of the com- 


72 


mittee on Finance on a bill to authorise the County Court of 
Cherokee county to levy additional taxes for the purpose of 
building a jail house, was taken up—bill read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. l 
-On motion of Mr Hord, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. l o 


SENATE CHAMBER, 
Thursday, Nov. 15, 1855. } _. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quo- 
rum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

My. Bryan presented the petition of Samuel Swartwout which 
was read and referred to the committee on the public debt. 

Mr. White presented the petition of the heirs of John T 
Dillard: referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr. Grimes; chairman ofthe committee on Finance, made 
the following report: | 

The committee on Finance, to which was referred a Bill for 
the reliefof James W. Reed, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and report that from the evidence before your commit- 
tee it appears that the office of District Attorney for the elev- 
enth Judicial District became vacant, that the vacancy was 
filled by Mr. Réed for three several terms, by appointment of 
the Court. But as Mr. Reed was appointed at each term, for 
and during the term of Court only, he did not, nor does the 
law in such cases require a bond to be filed in the Comptroll- 
er’s office. In the absence ofa bond, the only evidence to gov- 
ern the Comptroller in such cases, Mr. Reed could not get the 
claim for his services allowed, and therefore has recourse to the 
Legislature. The clerk ot the District Court of El] Paso county 
certifies under seal of his office, that James W. Reed was ap- 
pointed at the Fall term, 1850, and that he continued to per- 
form the dutiesthe entire year next ensuing. As Mr. Reed 
performed the duties, your committee are of opinion that it is 

ut Justice that he receive the pay of District Attorney for the 
time he served as such. They therefore, recommend the passage 
of the Bill for his relief. 

Mr. Grimes, also, made the following report: 

The committee on Finance to which was referred a Bill au- 
thorizing the transfer of certain Stock Bonds, under certain con: 
ditions, have had the same under consideration, and find that 
the transfer was not made in direct conformity to law, but that 
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the transfer was made in good faith your committee does not 
doubt, they therefore recommend the passage of the Bill, with 
the following amendment—adopted. . l 
“ Provided, that such certificate shall not issue for more than 
the scale value.of the original claim.” ' 
- Mr. Flanagan, chairman of the eommittee on Internal Imt 
provements made the following report: _ g 

‘The committee òn Internal Improvements have had. before 
them, a Bill to incorporate the Galveston Rope, Cordage and 
Cotton, manufacturing company, and believing it to bs the poli: 
cy of the State fof Texas, to foster as far as possible, all. such 
enterprizes within her limit, and particularly when articles. are 
proposed to be manutactured out of our great staple, thereby 
offering a supply of rope, &c, without calling on Kentucky and 

‘ Missouri. The Committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Flanagan, also made the following report: | 
~The committee on Internal Improvements, have had before 
them a Bill to incorporate the Galveston Ice Company, and after 
due examination of.the same, come to`the conclusion that itis a 
humane enterprise, from the facts following: ‘It is‘said in great 
confidence that this article is invaluable in the treatment of Yel- 
low Fever. It is also said it works well with, the essence of 
corn, wherefore, your committee recommend the passage of the 

ill. 

Mr. Flanagan, from the same committee, reported- back a 
Bill granting the consent of the State of Texas tọ the United 
States, to construct break waters, Jettys, damsand other improve- 
ments on the coast of Texas. And a Bill tə incorporate the 
Texas Marine Rail-way, and Building Association, and recom- 
mended their passage.. 

Mr. Potter, chairmen of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a Bill to authorize the Clerk of the Distriet 
Court of Washington county, to transcribe certain records therein 
mentioned, reported the same back and’ recommended its pass- 
age. . Sa . 

Oi. Potter, from the same committee, to which was referrad 
a Bill authorizing agents and attorneys to make affidavits in 
eertain cases, reported a substitute therefor, and recommended its 
adoption and passage. . oe 

Mr Potter, also, made the following report: 

The Judiciary Committee have considered a Joint Resolution, 
“Proposing an amendment to the constitution,” anda majority 
of the committee direct me to report the same back to the Senate 
and recommend its passage. . 
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The object of the proposed amendment is to enable the Legis- 
Jatnre to provide by general laws for the creation of private cor- 
porations, which the committe are of opinion cannot be done un- 
der the present provisions of the constitution. Afuch of the 
time of the Legislature is now taken up, and the State is put to 
great expense in legislating upon private corporation Bills, all 
or agreat portion of which could be obviated, had the Legisla- 
ture the power to pass general laws, under which these corpora- 
tions could be created. l E 

The Committee earnestly recommend the passage of the Joint 
Resolution. i 

The Judiciary Committee have considered a Joint Resolution, 
“Proposing an amendment of the Constitution,” and a majority 
of the committee direct me to report the same baek to the Senate, 
and recommend its passage. .— ` . D l 

The object of the proposed. amendment of the constitution, 
is to empower the Governor to make temporary appointments to 
fill vacancies that may occur in the office of Judge of the Su- 
preme and District Courts, and other offices therein named, un- 
til such vacancies can be filled by a regular election by the 
people, Under.the provisions of the amendment to the consti- 
tution,.approved January 16th, 1850, these officés ean only be 
filled by election by the qualified eleetors of the State, and the 
Governor has no power to fill vacancies that may oceurin any 
of them. £8 
_ Mr. Scott, Chairman of the Committee on Publie Lands,- to 
which was referred a Bill granting Pelican Island, in Galves- 
ton Bay, to the corporation of the city of Galveston, reported the 
same back, and recommended its passage. | B 

. Mr. Pirkey, from the committeeon Pablie. Lands, to which 
was referred a Bill requiring all genuine evidences of claims to 
land, to be located by a time therein specified, 1eported a substi- 
tute therefor, and recommended its adaption and passage. 

Mr. Caldwell, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made-the following report: 

. The Committee on Indian Affairs, to which was referred a 
Bill for the protection of the Western frontier, have had the same 
under consideration, and from the testimony submitted to. the 
committee, they are fully impressed with the importance of ex- 
tending immediate relief to our imperfectly protected frontier ; 
some ofour citizens are murdered, others carried into hopeless 
captivity, and a large quantity of the property of others is taken 
from them, whilst some portions. is being abandoned from. its 
want of security. 
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The quantity of men specified in the Bill, appears tọ be large, 
but considering the danger and importance of the service to. 
performed, itis believed that a less quantity will not accomplish 
the end desired. They therefore recommend the passage of the 
Bill, with the following amendment: . ; Se Saas 

- Add to the 4th section, “and receive thesame pay and allow- 
ance that was allowed te volunteers in thé service of the United: 
States during the war with Mexico.” . org co.  S 

On motion of Mr. McCulloch, the rule requiring reports to 
lie on the table one day, was suspended and the Bill and report 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 

Mr. Guinn, chairman of the committee on engfossed Bills, 
reported the following bills, correctly engrossed, viz: _ 

A bill to.amend the 4th section of an act entitled an act regu- 

-lating attachments, approved March 11th, 1848. A bill sup- 
plementary to an act, authorizing the Commissioners of the Gen-: 

-eral Land Office, to issue Patents on certificates..issued by the 
Board of Land Commissioners of Robertson county, under cer- 
tain restrictions, approved February 5th,1850. A Bill for the . 
relief of Harrison county. A bill to authorize the county Court 
of Cherokee county to levy an additional tax for the purpose of 
building a Jail House, and a bill supplementary to the act of. 
February 28th, 1840, concerning Wills, and authorizing persons ` 
to dispose of their estates by Will. 

Mr. Taylor, of Fannin offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on printing cause to be print- 
ed one hundred copies, each of the Reports of the Treasurer, ón 
the subject of common schools, and one hundred copies each, of 
the reports of the Commissioner of the General Land Office,and of 
the Secretary of State. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, of Cass, the resolution was laid on 
the table. Oo 

Mr. Flannagan offered the following resolution: 7 

Resolved, That a committee be raised on the part of the Sen- 
ate, consisting of five members, to act in conjunction with the | 
House’s committee,-to take into consideration, the propriety of 
calling a convention for the purpose of revising the State eon- 

‘stitution, as alluded to by the Governor in his Message. = 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, the resolulion was laid on the table 
by the following vote: c+ eee 

Yuras.—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Grimes, Guinn,. 
Hill, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Rüs- 
sell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass; Taylor of Houston, 
Weatherford and Whitaker—19. 
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Nays:—Messrs. Caldwell, Flannagan, Scott, McCulloch, 
Potter, Scarborough, Taylor ‘of Fannin, Truit and “‘White—9. - 
Mr, Weatherford introduced a bill to ‘authorize the’ county 
Court of Dallas county to levy an additional tax for the Purpose. 
of building a Court House; read first time: ` 
Mr. Russeli introduced a bill for the suppression of vice and 
immorality on the Sabbath, or first day of the week, ` comnionly 
called Sunday; read first time. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill making an appropriation often 
thousand dollars to defray the contingent expenses of the sixth 
Legislature ; read’ first time. 

Mr. Taylor, of Houston, introduced a bill to amend an act to 
organize countv Courts „approved: March 16th, 1848 ; read . first 
time. 

` Mr. Potter introduced a bill authorizing the Comptroller to ` 
issue duplicates of certain lost certifiicates of stock, on certain. 
conditions ; read first time. . 

- Mr, Truit introduced a bill for the reliefof James M.- Robin- 
son, and, a bill for the relief of the heirs of John P. Rohns, which 
were severally read first time. | 

A message. was received-from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House concurred in the amendment of the Senate to the 
resolution relative to going into the election of a United States 
Senator. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution of the House, asking the concurrence of. the 
Senate, that the committees raised in both Houses, for the pur 
pose’ of enquiring into the expediency of re-organizing the Judi- 
cial Districts of the State, be required to act as a joint committee, 
was read and adopted. 

‘The report of the committee on Printing, offering a sub- 
stitute for a bill to repeal.an act regulating the public printing, 
approved December 27th, 1851, was read. 

r. Taylor, of Cass, offered a substitute therefor, which was 
adopted and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act, entitled an ‘act’ 
regulating attachments, approved March 11th; 1848 ; read third 
time. | 

. Mr Taylor, of Fannin, offered the following ‘awiendment : : 

Strike out the words “or that he is about to remove his 
property peyond the county in which the sult is to becom 
menced.” | 

so motion of Mr Russell the amendment was laid on the 
table 
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Mr White offered the following amendment : 
_ Strike out the words “secreting or transferring his property 
for the purpose of defrauding his creditors.” 


’ On motion of Mr Palmer, the amendment was laid on the 
table. The bill was then passed. 


# bill supplementary to the Act of February 28, 1840, con- 
cerning wills, and authorising persons to dispose of their estates 


' by will—read third time. 


Mr Palmer offered the following amendment: 

Strike out after “wills,” in section Ist, the concluding lines, 
and insert “and the provisions of all other Acts, so far as they 
eonflict with this, be and the same are hereby-repealed ”— 


_ adopted. | 


Mr White moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. - 

On motion-of McDade, a call of the Senate was ordered: 

On motion.of Mr Grimes, Mr Armstrong was excused from 
attendance on account of sickness. 

The Senate being full, the yeas and nays were called on the 
indefinite postponement of the bill, and were as follows: 

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, McDade, Martin, 
Russell Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, 
and White—ll. -> 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Hord, Lott, McOulloch, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pe- 
digo, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, 
Weatherford and Whitaker—20. Lost. 

Question being on the passage of the bill, it was rejected by 
the following vote: ` i 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, 
Taylor, of Houston, Weatherford and Whitaker—15. 

Nays—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Hord, McCulloch, 
McDade, Martin, Millican, Pedigo, Russell, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor, of Cass. Taylor, of Fannin, Truit and White—16. 

Mr Millican moved to reconsider the vote just taken, 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the motion was laid on 
the table uniil Monday the 28th inst. | | 

A bill to authorise the County Court of Cherokee county, to 
levy’an additional tax for the purpose of building a jail house 
—read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the Senate took a recess of five 


minutes, preparatory to going into the election of United States 
Senator. ~ 


Recess having expired, the Senate was called to order: 
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A message was received from the House, through thelr Chief 
Clerk, inviting the Senate into the Hall of the House, for the 
purpose of electing a United States Senator. Whereupon the 
Senate repaired to the Hall of the House of Representatives. 

IN JOINT SESSION. = a 

The roll of the Senate being called, and a quorum present— 
Mr Flanagan, on the part of the Senate, nominated Thomas 
J. Rusk. There being no other nomination, Mr Rusk received 
the unanimous vote of theSenate. Mr Rusk having, also, re- 
ceived the unanimous vote of the House was declared, by the 


Speaker, constitutionally and legally elected United States: 


Senator for and during the term of six years, from and after 
the 4th day of March, 1857. 

Qn motion, the Senate returned to their chgmber. | 

A bill supplementary to an Act authorisii® the Commission- 
ers of the General Land Office to issue patents on certificates 
issued by the board of land Commissioners of Robertson county, 
under certain restrictions, approved Feb. 5th, 1850—read thire 


time and passed. 3 


A bill for the relief of Harrison county—read third time and 
passed. ae 


On motion of Mr Martin, the Senate adjourned until 10 


o’clock to morrow morning: 


Fripay, Nov. 16th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjournme.t. Prayer by the Chaplain. Roll called—quo- 
rum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was: read and adopted. 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, presented the credentials of Hon John- 
son Wren, senator elect from the Second Senatorial District, 
composed of the counties of Lamar and Hopkins, who came for- 
ward, was qualified and took his seat. 

Mr McDade presented the petition of Thomas Hunt, attor- 
ney in fact for the heirs at law of Alexander Dunlap. Refer- 
red to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr Allen presented the petition ofsundry citizens of Denton 
and Cook counties; referred to the committee on public lands. 


Mr Truit presented the informal petition of William Cravens, 


of William M Hewitt, Sr, and of Mercer Fane; referred to 
the committee on public debt. 


Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re~- 


ported a bill to amend an act entitled an act regulating the 
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public printing, approved March 8th, 1848; and a bill to in- 
corporate the ‘Texas cotton seed, oil and paper manufacturing 
company, correctly engrossed: 

Mr. Weatherford, from the committee on public lands made 
the following report : 

The committeee on public lands to which was seferred a bill 
donating, to actual settlers, three hundred and twenty acres of 
land, have had the same under consideration, and a majority 
of said committee have instructed me to report substitutes for 
the 2d and 4th sections, and also to amend the 8d section by 
striking out the word “eight” in the 6th and 8th lines, and in- 
serting the word “twelve” in lieu thereof, and in the 6th see- 
tion, strike out all after the word “act” in the 4th line from the 
bottom of the section, and after adopting said substitutes and 
amendments, recommend its passage. : 

Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on education, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the Galveston Island 
University, reported the same back and recommended its pas- 
sage with the followlng amendment : 

Strike out in the last section all after the words “ and appa- 
ratus. i 

Mr Bryan, trom the same committee, reported back the 
following bills"and recommended their passage, viz: A bill 
to establish and incorporate a literary institute, under the su- 
pervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Conference, 
loeated at the Town of Starrville, Smith county Texas. 

A bill to establish and incorporate a literary institute un- 
der the supervision and controlof the Eastern Texas Annual 
Conference, located at or near the town of Gilmer, Upshur 
county. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Reading Club. 

A. bill for the protection of the lands that have been, or 
may hereafter be granted for purposes of education. A bill 
authorizing and requiring the Governor of the State to have 
surveyed, the unlocated balance of the University lands; and 

A bill to authorize and require the treasurer to transfer the 
Specie in the treasury belonging to the school fund, to disburse- 
ment account, and replace the same with United States five 
per cent:indemnity bonds. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lands, to 
which was referred A bill for the relief of Thomas Williams, 
reported the same back and recommended its passage, with the 
following amendment—“ Provided that nothing herein eon- 
ee shall be so construed as to affect the rights of third par- 
~ ties.” 


ee 
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Mr Scott, from the same committee, reported -back a bill 
confirming certain headrights, grants of land, lying on the 
boundary line of Austin’s Colony and Robertson’s Colony, 
and recommended its passage. a | 

Mr Palmer, from the committee en the Judiciary, to 
which were referred a bill to create the 15th Judicial District 
and define the time of holding courts in the same;.and a 
bill defining the 7th Judicial District and the time of hold~ 
ing Courts in the same—reported substitutes therefor, and 
recommended their adoption and passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 


whom was referred a bill, conferring power on connty courts, 


to establish quarantine regulations, reported the same back to 
the Senate, and recommend its passage, after the adoption of 
the following amendments: 


> 
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1st, Change the caption so that it ‘shall read’as follows—to 


wit: A bill conferring power on county courts, and town and 
city corporate authorities, te establish quarantine regulations. 
94, Strike out the following words atthe close of the bill— 
to wit: And this actshall take effect, and be in force, from and 
after its passage. a 
8d, Add the following as section 2—to wit: . 
Sc. 2.. That the corporate authorities of the respective town 


and city municipal corporations in this State be, and they are. 


hereby authorized and empowered, whenever in their judg- 


ment it may be necessary, to establish quarantine regulations - 


in their respective towns and cities, not inconsistent with the 
constitution and laws of the State; and any person offending 
against any such regulations, shall be subject therefor, before 
any justice of the peace of the county where the offence: was 
committed, and the proceedings shall be conducted against such 
offender in the corporate name of the town or city where the 
offence was committed ; and on conviction, such offender shall 
be subject toa fine of not morethan one hundred dollars, to go 
to the use of thetown or city where ‘the offence was commit: 


ted, or to imprisonment of not more than thirty days,in the - 


town or city prison, where the offence was committed, and 
the trial of all cases arising under the provisions of this section, 
shall be conducted in the same manner as is provided for the 
trial of other offences, cognizable before justices of the peace. 

Mr Doane introduced a bill for the relief of Stevenson 
mae district surveyor of E] Paso land District; read first 

ime. . 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to repeal an act relating to 
lands in Peter’s colony ; read first time. 7 
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On motion of Mr Bryan, Mr Hill was added to the commit- 
tee on public lands. 

On motion of Mr Russell, Mr Millican was added to the 
committee on State affairs, , 

On motion of Mr Guinn, Mr Wren was added to the com- 
mittees on private land claims, Finance, and claims and 
accounts. E 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, Mr Burroughs was added 
to the committe on public lands. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Aill to incorporate the Texas cotton seed, oil, and paper 
manufacturing company ; read third time. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the bill was amended by striking 
out the 9th section.. 

The bill was then passed by the following yote : 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 

Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, 
Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
‘Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whita- 
ker, White and Wren—26. . 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, and Martin—s. 

-À bill to amend an act entitled, An actto amend an act 
regulating the public printing—approved March 8th, 1848; 
read third time. 

Mr-Taylor, of Cass, offered the following amendments: 

Strike out of the caption, “ March 8th, 1848,” jand insert 
“December 27th, 1851.” 

Strike out of the first section the words, “seventh section,” 
and insert “ first section ;” adopted, and bill passed. 

A bill anthorizing the transfer of certain stock bonds, on 
certain conditions, together with the report of the committee on 
Finance, offering.an amendment thereto, was read, amended, 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. i 

A. bill to incorporate Powder Horn Bayou and Matagorda 
Bay Dredging Company, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on internal improver ents, offering amendments thereto, 
was read, amendments adopted, and bill ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A Bill for the relief of Pre-emptioners,—Read 2d time, and 
n motion of Mr Potter, referred to the committee on public 

ands. . 

A Bill to relinquish the title of the State of Texas, to certain 

3 labors situated in the town tract of the City of Brownsville, to 
| the original grantees thereof, their heirs and legal assigns, and 
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the balance of said tract to the corporation of said city for ed- 
ucational purposes,—Read 2d time and on motion of Mr Scar- 
borough referred to the committee on the Judiciary. $ 

A Bill granting the Ferries within the limits of the city o 
Brownsville, to said City— Read 2d time and on motion of Mr 
Scarborough, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A. Bill supplementary to “an act to establish and incorporate 
the college of DeKalb” approved 26th of January 1839, —Read 
2d time and on motion of Mr Pirkey referred to the committee 


on Public Lands. 


A Bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Rivers of the State,—Read 2d time, and on 
motion of Mr Burroughs, referred to the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements. 

A Bill for the relief of James W Reed,—Read 2d time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate, that the House had passed. A Bill to amend an Act enti- 
tled “an Act to mcorporate the City of San Antonie” approv- 
ed January 14th 1842. which originated in the Senate. 

A Bill for the protection of the Western Frontier, together 
‘with the report.of the committee on Indian affairs offering an 
amendment thereto, was read, and amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the Bill was amended 
by striking out the sixth section by the following vote—yeas, 
Messrs Armstrong, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hord, 
Lott, dfcCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of 
Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker 
and White—23. Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Hill, Martin, Scott, Taylor of Cass and Wren—%. =, 

Mr. Maverick moved to refer the Bill to a joint select com- 
mittee of five on the part of the Senate. Carried by the fol- 
. lowing vote: : 

Yuas—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lott, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer,.Pirkey, Russell, 
Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Weather- 
ford, Whitaker and Wren—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Caldwell, Doane, Hill, Hord 
McCulloch, McDade, Potter, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of 
Houston and White—il. = 

Messrs. Maverick, McCulloch, Taylor of Cass, Flanagan 
and Potter were appointed said committee. | 
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On motion of Mr Bryan the committee was instructed to 
report on Monday the 19th inst. 

On motion of Mr Hord, the Bill was made the special order 
of the day for Monday next at 11 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the resolutions requiring 
the committee on printing to cause to be printed one hundred 
copies of the report of the Treasurer on the subject of common 
schools, and one hundred copies each of the. Reports of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office and ot the Secreta- 
ry of State, wag taken from the table, and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Guinn, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, Nov. 17th, 1855. 

The Senate was ealled to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—Roll called—quorum 
present. | 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of C. B. Stewart, and of 
Henry Fantharp. Referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. McDade presented the petition of the citizens of Chap- 
pell Hill, in the county of Washington, praying for an act of . 
incorporation. Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

‘Mr. Potter presented the petition of Robert Creuzbaur. Re- 
ferred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr. Grimes presented the memorial of the board of trustees, 
of Austin College. Read and referred to the committee on 
education. 

Mr. Potter, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a “ Bill for the relief of Bartlett Sims,” 
reported a substitute therefor, and recommended the adoption 
of the substitute, and the passage of the bill. 

Qn motion of Mr. Doane, Mr. Hord was excused from atten- 


‘dance on the Senate, on account ot sickness. 


Mr Guinn, Chairman of the Committee on engrossed bills, - 
reported a bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Tele- 
graph Company, correctly engrossed. 

Mr Millican, Chairman of the committee on roads, bridges, 
and ferries, to which was referred a bill to incorporate the - 
Austin city bridge company, reported the same back to the 


- Senate and recommended its passage. 


Mr Armstrong introduced a bill for the rellef of A. B. Burle- | 
son. Read first time. i 
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Mr Allen introduced a bill to establish a court for the inves- 
tigation of claims against the State of Texas. Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended - 
—pbill read a second time, and referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Potter introduced the following joint resolutions: 

Ist, Resolved, By the Legislature of the State of Texas, that 
this State regards the Acts of Congress, passed in 1850, admit- 
ting California into the Union, fixing the boundary line of 
Texas and New Mexico, composing a part of what is commonly 
“called the Compromise measures of 1850, as questions fally 
settled, so far as they have relation to the question of slavery ; 
and that Texas is opposed to any change in those laws, affect- 
ing these great principles on the questions which have unhap- 
pily divided the Northern and Southern States-of the Union. 

and, Jeesolued, That the State of Texas regards the remain- 
ing Act of the Compromise measures of 1850, commonly called: 
the Fugitive Slave Law, as a measure of constitutional right 
and justice to the slave holding States, essential to their peace, 
and the preservation of their rights, and that she would look 
upon the repeal or modification of that Act, as an invasion of 
her constitutional rights,-and a just cause of alarm to herself 
and her sister States of the South. 

3rd. Resolved, That the State of Texas regards the late’ 
Act of the United States Congress, known as the Kansas- 
Nebraska Act, whereby those Territories are thrown open to 
settlement, alike by citizens from the slaveholding and non 
slaveholding States, as a measure founded in the true spirit of 
the federal constitution, of justice to all parts of the Union, and 
of vital importance tothe southern States ot the confederacy, as 
well as the permanent peace of the nation ; and while this State 
‘utterly opposes the repeal of that law, or any modification of 
its pr-visions affecting the emigration or right of slave holders, 
in said Territories, she in common with her sister States of the 
South would regard snch repeal or modification as an invasion 
of thetrue spirit of the Constitution of the United States, as 
sectional in its character, and as a just cause of alarm on the 
part of the slaveholdiug States. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the rule was suspended; resolutions 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, moved a further suspension of the rule; 
carried by the following vote: a 

YeEas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, 
Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Palmer, 
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Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor 
of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Weatherford, Whitaker, White 
and Wren—24. 


Nays—Messrs Caldwell, Grimes, Martin, Maverick, Millican, 
Taylor of Fannin and Truit—7. 

The resolutions were then passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald- 
well, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, 
McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 
Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Trait, Weatherford, Whita- 
ker, White and Wren—21. 


Nays—None. 


Mr Caldwell introduced a bill to authorize the deputy clerks 
of the several county courts to take the acknowledgement of 
parties to instruments of writing, or to take the proof of a 
subscribing witness thereto and to legalize official acts of that 
character heretofore exercised by any of them. Read. first 
time. 


Mr White introduced a bill concerning estates of deceased 
persons ; read first time. | 

Mr Caldwell introduced a bill to legalize certain surveys ly- 
ing between the counties of Bastrop and Burleson; read first 
time. 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had adopted the following resolution— 

s Resolved, That the Senate be invited to appoint a select 
committee to meet in conference with a like committee of the 
House, raised to take into consideration so much of the Govern- 
or’s message as relates to Constitutional amendments.” 

i ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Telegraph - 
company ; read third time and passed by the following vote: ` 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, 'Truit, Weatherford, 
Whitaker, White and Wren—25. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong and Grimes—2. | 

A bill for the reliet or the heirs of Elizabeth Taylor—read sec- 
ond time. 

Mr Scott moved to lay it on the table—lost, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill granting the consent of the State of Texas to the Uni- 
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ted States to: construct breakwaters, jettys, dams and other ine” 
- provements on-the coast of Texas. Read and ordered to be. 
engrossed. 

A. bill to incorporate the Galveston rope, cordage, and cot- 
ton manufacturing company—read and ordered to be engrossed, 

A. bill to incorporate the Galveston ice company—read. 

Mr Potter moved to amend the bill by striking out the 9th 
section ; carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed, o 

A bill to incorporate the Texas Marine, Railway and Building 
Association ; read. We, 

Mr Potter moved to amend the bill by striking out the 9th: 
section; carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorise the Clerk of the District Court of Wash. 
ington County to transcribe certain reeords therein named ; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Consti- 
tution, was read and ordered to be engrossed. i 

A Joint Resolution to provide for the amendment to the 31st 
Art., Sec. 8th, of the Constitution, read. ` 

Mr Armstrong offered the following amendments: 

The Legislature shall have power to protect by law, from 
forced sale, a certain portion of the property of all heads of 
families. No corporate body, sole or aggregate, shall hereafter 
be, or exist, with banking or discounting powers or privileges, | 
and the issuing, circulating or uttering bills, checks, promissory 
notes or other paper to circulate as money, is hereafter prqhib- 
ited, and that sections 22d, 80th and 82d of Article 7th, is 
hereby abrogated. 

Mr Palmer moved to lay the amendments on the table; lost, 
by the following vote: 

Yuras— Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, McCulloch, McDade, 
Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Taylor, of Cass, 
Taylor, of Houston, Taylor, of Fannin, and Truit—i4. : 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, Martin, Millican, Russell, Scott, Su- 
perviele, Weatherford Whitaker, White and Wren—17. 

Mr Flanagan moved to refer the bill and amendments to the 
committee on the Judiciary; carried. 

A bill authorising agents and attorneys to make affidavits in 
eertain cases, together with report of the committee on the Ju- 
diciary offering a substitute therefor; was read, substitute 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. oft. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a bill to transfer certain stock bonds on certain condi- 
tiens, correctly engrossed. 
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A bill granting Pellican Island, in Galveston Bay, to the 
corporation of the city of Galveston; read and ordered to be 
engrossed. z 

A bill to authorise the transfer of certain stock bonds on cer- 
tain conditions; read third time and passed. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday morning, 10 
o'clock. 
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Monpay- November, 19th 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant 
to adjournment. Prayer by the chaplain. Roll called —Quo- 
rum present. l 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. - 

. Mr. Guinn, in a few appropriate remarks, announced to the 
Senate, the death of Mr. Joseph O. Harrison, a member of the 
House of Representatives from the counties of Cherokee and 
Angelina. And by leave of tbe Senate introduced the following 
Resolutions, 

Whereas, Joseph ©. Harrison, late a member of the House 
of Representatives, departed this life in the city of Austin on last 
evening at 30 minutes after eleven o’clock.— Therefore, 

Resolved, Vhat a committee of five Senators be appointed to 
make the necessary arrangements for his funeral, and to superin- 
tend his interment in the city burying ground at 3 o’clock, P. M. 

Resolved, That each Senator wear crape on his left arm for 
the space of 30 days as a testimonial of respect for the deceased. 

Resolved, That we hereby tender to the bereaved wife of the 
deceased, our condolence for her irreparable loss. 

Resolved, That the committee from the Senate be requested 
te act in concert with the committee on the part of the House of 
Representatives, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be requested to 
forward a copy of these Resolutions to the wife of the deceased. 

Mr Whitaker seconded the resolutions in an appropriate ad- 
dress, 

‘The Resolutions were adopted and the following gentlemen, 
appointed the committee, by the -President. 

Messrs. Guinn, Whitaker, McDade, Supervile, and Millican. 

‘On motion of Mr Taylor of Hotiston, the Senate, as a further 
testimonial of respect for the deceased adjourned untill to-morrow 
morning at 10 o’clock. 
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Turspay, Nov. 20th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum pre- 
sent. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, l 

Mr. Lott presented a memorial from various citizens of Smith 
county. Read and referred to the committee on education. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Isaac L. Hill. Referred 
to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of Matthew Reed. Referred 
to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr. Martin presented the petition of Micajah and Martha Bate- 
man. Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McCullech presented the petition of John A. Wells. Re- 
ferred to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported the following bills correctly engrossed. 

A joint resolution, proposing an amendment of the constitu- 
tion. l 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston rope, cordage and eotton 
manufacturing company. 

A bill to incorporate Powder Horn Bayou, and Matagorda 
Bay dredging company. 

A bill to authorize agents and attorneys to make afifidavits 
in certain cases. | . 

Anda bill to incorporate the Texas marine railway and 
building association. . 

Mr Russell, from the same committee, reported the follow- 
ing bills correctly engrossed. E 

A bill granting Pellican Island in Galveston Bay to the cor- 
poration of the city of Galveston. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Taylor. 

A bill granting the consent of the State of Texas, to the 
United States, to construct break waters, jettys, dams, and 
other improvements on the coast of Texas. J 

A bill to authorize the District Court Clerk of Washington 
county to transcribe certain records therein named. 

And a bill to incorporate the Galveston ice company. 

Mr. Hill, chairman of the committee on claims and accounts, 
to which was referred the petition of N T Byars, asking pay 
for services rendered the late Republic of Texas as armourer, 
and also for rent of the house in which the convention sat in 
the town of Washington ‘in March 18386. Reported that the 
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petitioner had not substantiated his claim for services as ar— 
mourer. But that he was justly entitled to rent for his house 
in which the convention sat, and that the committee had in- 
structed him to report—“ A bill for the relief of the said N 'F 
Byars, which was read first time. 3 l 

Mr Hill, chairman of the same committee, made the follow- 
me report: The committee to whom was referred the petition 
of James Howerton,. sheriff of Calhoun county, asking extra 
compensation for conveying a prisoner (Frillman) from said 
county to the Penitentiary, have had the same under consider- 
ation. This claim seems to. have been passed upon by the Su- 
perintendent as provided forin the 9th section of the act to es- 
tablish a State Penitentiary, and allowance having been made 
therefor as contemplated by said act, your committee deem it 
inexpedient to make any further allowance. The committee 
therefore return the petition, and recommend that the same lie’ , 
npon the table. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, -to 
which was referred a bill to prescribe the terms of the District 
court in the county of Cameron, reported a substitute therefor, 
and recommended the adoption of the substitute, and the pas— 
sage of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, Mr Russell was added to the 
committee on State affairs. . 

Mr Palmer, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
were referred a bill to amend an act, entitled an actof limitation, 
and: a bill to amend the statutes of limitation ; reported a substi- 
tute therefor, and recommended the adoption of the substitute, 
and passage of the bill. 

Mr Palmer introduced a bill to establish a State university ; 


: read first time. 


Mr Bryan introduced a bill to create a permanent fund for the 


i erection and support of a State university; read first time. 
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Also a bill to create a fund for the erection and support ofa 
lunatic asylum; read first time. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of the soldiers of 
the Republic of Texas; read first time. 

Also a bill forthe relief of Radford Berry ; read first time. 

Mr Whitaker introduced a bill granting relief to persons ob- 


taining grants to land, after the closing of the land office by the 
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consultation, up to the-time of notification of the commissioner 
herein named thereof; read first time. 
Mr Weatherford introduced a bill, supplementary to an act, 


‘to regulate proceedings in the county courts, pertaining toesiates 
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of deceased persons—approved March 20th, 1840; read first 
time. 

Mr Allen introdueed a bill to authorise Wm. M. Lee and - 
others, to construct a bridge across the East Fork of the Trinity, 
at or neat Lee’s Ferry; read first time. l 

. Mr Potter introduced a bill fixing the salary of the Governor 
of the State; read frst time. 

Mr Grimes introduced a bill to repeal an act, entitled an act to 
provide for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific tail 
Road; read first time. 

Mr Scott introduced a bill to amend an act, entitled an act to 
raise a revenue by taxation—approved February 1ith, 1850, 
read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill to authorize the district courts of 
the State to hear and determine claims and accounts against the 
State : read first time. 

Also a bill to amend the 6th section of an act, entitled an act 
to incorporate the towns of Victoria, Goliad, and Gonzales; read 
first time. 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to create the county of Com- 
manche; read first time. 

Also a bill to create the county of Erath ; read first time. | 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to authorize the United States 
Marshal to use the county jails of this State; read first time. 

Mr Scott moved the appointment of a committee of three, to 
act in conjunction withthe committee from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to investigate the recent frauds, supposed to have 
been committed, in obtaining bounty land warrants, and head 

right certificates, and that for the purposes aforesaid, the commit- 
tee have the power to send for persons and papers ; “carried. 

Messrs. Burroughs, Armstrong, and Maverick, were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr Bryan moved the appointment of a committee on the land 
office, and also a committee on public buildings; carried. 

Messrs. Wren, Hill, and Taylor, of Fannin, were appointed 
the committee on’ the land office. 

Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, and Martin, the committee on public 
buildings. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had. passed a bill, for the relief of Abrecht Gehrke, 
originating in the House. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. -- 


Resolution from the House of Representatives, That the 
Senate be invited to appoint a select committee, to meet in con- 
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ference with the committee from the House of Representatives, 
raised to take into consideration só much of the Governors 
message, as relates to constitutional amendments; read, and 
concurred in by the Senate. 


Messrs. Palmer, Armstrong, Pirkey, Flanagan, and Potter, 
were appointed said committee. 


A bill to authorize agents and attorneys at law, to make affida- 
vits in certain cases ; read third time, and passed. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston ice company ; read, and 
on motion of Mr Potter, laid upon the table. 

A bill to authorize the district court clerk of ‘Wasliington 
county, to transcribe certain records therein named ; read. third 
time, and passed. 

A bill granting the consent of the State of Texas to the United 
States, to construct breakwaters, jettys, dams, and other improve- 
ments on the coast of Texas; read third ume, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Taylor; read 
third time, and passed. 

A bill granting Pelican Island, in Galveston Bay, to the cor- 
poration of the city of Galveston ; read third tim. i 

Mr Flanagan moved to amend by adding to section first— 
« Provided this relinquishment on the part of the State shall not 
prejudice the rights of any third parties.” 

Mr Armstrong moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out “the rights,” and inserting “ the locations; ” lost. 

Mr Flanagan’s amendment was then adopted, i 

Mr Martin moved to amend by adding to the end of section. 
first, “And that the town of Athens, in Henderson county, have, 
- and exercise ownership of 644 acres of public land, one- mile 
west of the location of said town. | . 

On. motion of Mr Guinn, the amendment was laid on the 
table, by the following vote: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Mil- 
lican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor ef Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whit- 
aker, and Wren—24. 

Navs—Messts. Allen , Armstrong, Doane, Martin, Russell, and 
White—6. 

The bill then passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill, originating in the Senate, to 
incorporate the Jefferson rail road company. 


A pill for the relief of James W. Reed; read third time, an 
age , 
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A bill for the relief of Valentine T. Dalton; read, and or 
motion of Mr Scott, laid on the table. 

A-bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bailey; read, and on 
motion of Mr White, laid on the table. ; 

A bill to incorporate the Texas marine railway and building 
association ; read third time. . 

_ Mr Taylor, of Fannin, moved to amend by adding-—* That 
‘the private property of the stock holders in said association, 
shall be held, and is hereby declared, to be subject to pay any 
and all debts, contracted by said association ; lost, - 

On motion of Mr Potter, the bill was amended by adding— — 
And this charter shall continue in force for thirty years, and ne 
longer.” 

Phe bill then passed by the following vote: 

Yess—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Mil- 
lican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whita- 
ker, and White—25. _ g 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Taylor of 
Fannin, Weatherford, and Wren—6. 

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the eonstitu- 
tion ; read third time, and passed by the following vete : 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Mar- 
tin, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Scott, 
Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Hous- 
ton, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White, and Wren—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Millican, and Russell—2. ™ 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston rope, cordage, and cotton 
manufacturing company; read third time, and passed by the 
following vote: . 

Ysas—Messrs. Alien, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick,’ Millican, 
Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker, White, and Wren—27. 

Nays—Mr Burroughs—1. 

A bill to incorporate the Powder Horn Bayou, and! Matagorda 
bay dredging company; Read third time, and passed by the 
following vote : - 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lett, MeCulloch, McDade, Martin, Mav- 
erick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborongh, 
Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, 'Truit, Weatherford, Whita- 
ker, White, and Wren—27. 
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- . Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, and Burroughs—2. 

A bill requiring all genuine evidences of claim to land, te be 
jocated by a given time, together with the report of the commit- 
tee.on public lands, offering a substitute therefor, was read, and 
substitute adopted. 

Mr White moyed to amend the bill, by striking out all after 
the enacting clanse, 


On motion of Mr Hill, the Senate adjourned until nine o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


= Wepnespay, Noy. 21st, 1855: 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. l 

Roll ealled—quorum present.—The Journal of yesterday was- 
read and adopted. ; 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public debt, 
to which was referred the petition of James W. Parker, reported 
the Same back to the Senate, and asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof. . : 

Mr Scott chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
which was referred a Bill for the relief of Lieut. Col. James Tar- 
leton, reported, “that the committee had had the same under 
consideration, and from the evidence submitted to them, they 
are satisfied that Col. Tarleton served as a commissioned officer 
and Privatein the Texas army during the years, 1836 and 1887, 
for a term which entitles him to 1280 acres of Bounty Land, and 
that he is entitled to one third of a League of Land as a head- 
right, he being here at the d .te of the Declaration of Independence; 
and also to 640 acres of land as a special donation, as one of the 
gallant band that fought at the battle of San Jacinto, aud in con-- 
sequence of the above facts the committee have unanitously 
instructed me to report a substitute for the bill, and recommend 
lS passage. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended,— 
substitute adopted—-and Bill read 2d time. l 

On motion of Mr Ta: lor of Fannin, tbe.Bill was amended by 
adding, “and that this act take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage,”—the Bill was ordered to be engrossed. : 

On motion of Mr Hill, the Rule was further suspended, Bill 
read 3d time and passed, 

Mr. Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs, to 
which was referred the Petition of the Heirs of John P. Dillard, 
reported the same back to the Senate, and recommended its refer- 
ence to the committee on Finance, as coming more properly 
Within the sphere of that committee. l 
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Mr Hord, chairman of the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred a bill to incorporate the Lagrange Lodge No. 30, I. O. 
O. F,—reported the same back and recommended its passage, 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee, also made the following 
reports. “The committee on State affairs to which was referred 
a Bill making an appropriation of five theusand dollars for the 
indemnification of the owners of slaves executed, have instructed 
me to report that a simular sam was appropriated at the last ses- 
sion of the Legislature, and has fallen short of its object one 
thousand dollars, and presuming that the sum required as in- 
demnification for the next two years will equal that required for 
the fast two, it is necessary to amend the Bill under censidera- 
tion by striking out the word ‘“fve” in its caption aud first 
section, and inserting “seven,” and with these amendments its 
passage is recommended. 

The committee on state affairs to which was referred a Bill tọ 
incorporate Hopkins, Encampment No. 7, 1. O. O. F,——reported 
the same back to the Senate and recommended its passsage. 

And the same committee to which was referred a Bill for the 
relief of D. P. Fowler, claiming indenmity for a slave executed 
by law, report that there being now pending before the Senate a 
Bill making an appropriation to meet all claims similar to that 
of the Petitioner, there is no necessity for passing a special act 
for his benefit. Therefore the committee report said Bill back to 
the Senate, and recommend that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. Martin introduced a Bill concerning the acts of Deputy 
clerks—read ist time. 

Mr. Guinn introduced a Bill to incorporate Larissa College— 
read ist time. i 

Mr. Pirkey introduced a joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the constitution—read Ist time. ; 

Mr. Truit introduced à Bill to secure the right of redemption 
in lands sold under execution—read Ist time. 

Mr. Russell introduced a Bill to’amend an act authorizing the 
county courts to regulate Roads, to appoint overseers &c. —read 
Ist time. 

Mr. Palmer introduced a Bill supplementary to an act to avend 
the act entitled an “act to authorize the county courts to issue 
unconditional Head-right certificates, where conditional certifi- 
cates only have been issued —read Ist time. 

Mr. Allen introduced a Bill to authorize the disposition and 
sale of the Seminary lands granted by the 4th Section of an act 
approved 26th January 1839—read ist time. 

Mr. Flanagan introduced a. Bill for the relief of the Fowler 
Institute—read 1st time. > 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The amendment of Mr. White toa Bill entitled an act requir- 
ing all gennine evidence of claim to lana to be located by a term 
therein specified, being under consideration on yesterday when 
the Senate adjourned, was taken up. 

Mr. White withdrew the amendment and offered a substitute 
for the Bill, and moved a reference of the Bill and substitute to 
the committee on the Judiciary—lost, 

Mr. Armstrong moved to refer the Bill and substitute to the 
eommittee on Public Lands—lost. 

a motion of Mr. Allen, the substitute was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. Scott, moved to amend the 3d Section of the Bill so ®hat 
it would read as follows, viz: ‘That any certificate that may be 
at any time filed or surveyed upon lands about which litigation 
has or may be commenced, and which may be determined against 
the claim of any certificate, that said certificate holden may 
have two years after the judgement of the court, in such case to 
locate the same, “and that this act take” effect &. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass, moved to amend Section 1 by adding 
“Provided—that this section shall not apply to any certificate 
not now located.” : eo 

Mr. Taylor of Fannin moved to refer the Bill to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands—lost. 

Mr. Palmer offered the following amendment, as a substitute 
tor the amendments proposed by Messrs. Scott and ‘Taylor of 
Cass. “Provided that genuine certificates heretofore located 
which are in suit, or may hereafter be brought into litigation, 
shall have two years after the final termination of said suits.” 

Mr. Flanagan moved to lay the substitute upon the table— 
lost, The substitute was then adopted, and Bill ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, ré- 
ported a Bill to incorporate the Jefferson Rail Road company, 
correctly enrolled. ; 

_ Mr. Guinn chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported a Bill for the reliefof James Tarleton correctly engrossed. 

House Bill for the relief of Abrecht Gehrke—read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer the rule was suspended, and Bill 
read a 2d time. | 

Mr. Palmer moved to amend by striking out after the word 
“elsewhere” in Section Ist. “For such length of time as to the 
Governor may seem “fit,” and to insert, after the word imprison- 
ment in same section, the words, “For life’—Adopted. 
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Mr. Flanagan moved tostrike out the words “or elsewhere” 
in the first section, —lost. 

The Bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Potter the Rule was further suspended, thie 
Bill read 3d time and passed by the following vote. 

Yeas.—Messts. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald- 

well, Doane, Guinn, Hil l, Hord, Lott, McDade, Maverick, Pal- 
ub Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborongh, ‘Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Whita- . 
ker and White 24, 

Nays.—Messrs, Flanagan, Grimes, McCulloch, Martin, Mil- 
lican, Truit, Weatherford ‘and Wren.—8. 

@n motion of Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Grimes was added to the 
eo0mmittee on Internal Improvements. 

A. Bill to authorize the county court of Dallas county, to levy 
an additional tax for the purpose of building a court House. 
Read 2d time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A Bill for the suppression of vice and im:morality on the Sab 
bath, or first day of the week, commonly called Sunday—read 
2d time, and on motion of Mr. Russell referred to the committee 
on State affairs. 

A Bill appropriating the sum of ten thousand dollars to de- 
fray the expenses of the 6th Legislature. Read 2d time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A Bil to amend an act to organize the county courts, approved 
March 16th 1848,—read 2d time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor 
of Houston referred to the Judiciary committee, 

A Bill authorizing the Comptroller to issue certain lost certifi- 
cates of stock, on certain conditions—read 2d time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Potter, referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

A Bill for the relief of James M. Robinson—read 2d time, 
and on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land claims. 

A Bill for the relief of the Heirs of John P. Rohers—read 2d 
time, and on motion of Mr. Truit, referred to the committee on 
private land claims. 

A Bill granting, to actual settlers on vacant Public Domain, 
three huudred and twenty acres of land, together with the re- 
port of the committee on Public Lands recommending amend- 
ments thereto. Read and on motion of Mr’ Hill, made the spe- 
cial order of the Day for Tnesday 27th inst. at 11 o'clock A. M. 

A Bill to incorporate the Galveston Island University, togeth- 
er with the report of the committee on Education, recommending 
an amendment thereto, was read, amendment adopted, and’ Bill 
ordered to be engrossed. 
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°& Bill to authorize and require the: Treasurer to. transfer the 
Specie in the Treasury belonging to the School fund, te Dis- 
bursemeut account, and replace the same with United States five 
per cent iudemuity bonds. Read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A Bill authorizing: and. requiring the Governor of the State, to 
eause the unlocated balance of the University lands to be survey- 
-ed—tread and ordered to be engrossed. 

A Bill-for the protection of the lands that have been, or may 
hereafter, be granted for the purposes of Education. Read and 
ordered to be engrossed. . 

A. Bil! to.incorporate the Galveston Reading club. Read and 
ordered to be engrossed. i 

A Bill to establish and incorporate a literary institute, under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas annual confer- 
ence, located at the town of Starville, Smith.connty, Texas. Read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A Bill to establish and incorporate a literary institution under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas annual confer- 
ence, located at or near the town. of Gilmer, in. Upshur, county in 
this State. Read and ordered. to. be engrossed: 

A Bill for the- relief of Thomas Williams, together with the 
report of the committee on Publie Lands, recommending, an 
amendment, thereto, was read, amendment adopted, and on 
motion of Mr. Martin, the bill was referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House, informing thé Senate 
that the House, had passed the joint Resolution relative to the 
compromise measures of 1850, and.to the Kansas Nebraska act, 
originating in the Senate, with an amendment thereto, 

A Bill confirming certain Head right grants of land, lying on 
the boundary line of Austin’s colony, and Robertson’s colony, 
read and ordered: t0.be engrossed: | 

A Bill to create the 15th Judicial District, together with the 
report of the Judiciary committee, offering a substitute therefor, 
was read—substitute adopted, and Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On. motion.of Hr” Rassell the select committee upon “Judicial 
Districts, to.which: had been referred a bill to create the 16th Ju- 
dicial District, were instructed to report the same back to the 
Senate on to-morrow, _ 

A Bill to create the 7th Judicial District together with the 
report of the Judiciary comunittee, offering a substitute there- 
for—was read and substitute adopted. 

Mr. Grimes moved to amend the Bill by inserting “ Madi- 
Son” after. “Grimes.” | 

On motion of Mr. Lott the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 9 o’clock. 1} 
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SENATE, -CHAMBER, 
Tuurspay, Nov. 22d, 1855. 

“The President. called the Senate to order, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, ~ 

Prayer by the Chaplain—Roll called—quorum presents 
Joii rnal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr Palmer presented the memorial . ‘of Robert Wilson; re- 
ferred to committee on public debt.  - 
Mr Superviele presented the petition of Elizabeth Hays; re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of Wm. L. Sartwell; re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims. 

And the memorial of sundry citizens of New Orleans; re- 
ferred to committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Guin, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
Yeported— 

A bill t6 incorporate the Galveston reading club. 

A bill requiring all genuine evidences of claim to land; to be 
located within a given time. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Island eee, 

A bill making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars, to 
defray the contingent expenses of the Sixth Legislature. l 

A bill to create the fifteenth judicial district, and to define the 
time of holding courts therein. - 

And a bill confirming certain headright grants, on- the boun- 


“dary line of Austin’s colony, and Robertson’s colony—correctly 


engrossed. 

M r Flanagan, chairman of the select committee. on. judicia’ 
‘districts, under instruction from the Senate, reported A bill to 
_ create the sixteenth. judicial district, back to the Senate. 

“Mr Potter, chairman of the judiciary committee, to which 
“was referred a joint resolution, proposing an amendment to the 
“constitution, reported the same back, and recommended ‘its 

assage. 
The object of the proposed change, is to place the school lands 
“entirely within the control of the legislature, and the committee 
think the change would be beneficial to the school fund. 

. Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs to which 

was referred A bill to prevent hunting by fire-light, reported the 
_game back with amendments, and recommended the adeption of 
the amendments, and passage of the bill. 

. Mr Potier, chairman of the committee on the J udiciary, to 
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which was referred A bill for the relief of Thomas Williams; 
reported a substitute for the same, and recommended thé a cB: 
tion of the substitute, and passage of the bill. l 

By leave, Mr Burroughs presented the memorial of: various. 
citizens of the counties of Jasper and Newton; referred to com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

By leave, Mr Allen presented the petition of sundry citizens 
of the county of Kaufman; referred to committee on roads,. 
bridges and ferries. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee .on PEE bills, re- 
ported a bill to amend an act, io incorporate the- city of San: 
Antonio—approved 14th January, 1842, correctly engrossed. 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, introduced a joint resolution to amend ithe 
constitution ; read first time. 

Mr Guinn introduced a bill to repeal an act to provide for the 
issuance of bounty land and donation warrants, to persons enti- 
tled to the same. 

And a bill to regulate the time of holding courts in the sixth 
judicial district. ` 

Each read first time. ss 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to prohibit the commissioner 
of the general land office issuing patents to the Texas im .yia- 
tion company, for lands lying in Peters’ colony ; read firs tie. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended—bill read 
second time, and referred to committee on the Judiciary., . 

Mr Scott introduced a bill to create the sevetiteenth judicial 
district of the State of T’exas,-and to define. the time of holding, 
the distriet courts in the same; read first tims. 

A message was received from the House, informin® the. 
Senate that the House. had passed, the following bills, originating 
in the House. 

Abill requesting the Governor to order. an election for Repre- 
sentative in the counties of Cherokee and Angelina, Peab B: 
the mode and time thereof. `. i 

A bill to create the county of Parker. 

- A bill to legalize the creation of the county. of Vatizsindt.~; if 

A bill to make valid surveys ‘made by’ the TATI anireo of 
Vanzandt,county. 


ow 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. : Bo T 
The amendment of Mr Grimes’, toa bill to create. ‘the’ 47th 
judicial: district, and define the time of’ holdiag’ courts in- the 
same, being under consideration on yesterday,’ when the Senate 
adjourned, was taken up. - i 
On motion of Mr Millican, the bill was laid on thetable, unti 
Monday, the 26th inst. 
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- On motion of Mr Guinn, the House bill authorizing and 
requesting the Governor to order the election of a Representa- 
tive in the counties of Cherokee and Angelina, prescribing the 
mode and time thereof, was then taken up, and read first time. 

Onr motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time, par. 

On motion of Mr Whitaker, the bill was amended by striking 
out * fifth,” and inserting “twelfth; ” the bill was then passed 
to athird reading. : : 

On motion of Mr Whitaker, the rule was further suspended, 
bili read third time, and passed, l 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended, and a bill to 
create the sixteenth judicial district, reported back on to day 
by the select committee on judicial districts—was taken up, and 
referred to committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston reading club; read third 
time, and passed by the following vote ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, Lott, 
McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Russell; 
Searborough, Seott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Hous- 
ton, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, and White—22. 

` Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Taylor of Fannin, 
and Wren—4. | 

A bill to create the fifteenth judicial district, and define the 
times of holding courts in the same ; read third time. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill was amended by adding 
section 4th, as follows: a 

“ That it shall be the duty of the Governor to order an elec- 
“tion of judge and district attorney for the fifteenth judicial dis. 
“trict, in the same manner as provided by law for special 
“elections to fill vacancies, and the returns of said election shall 
“ be made within forty days after the day of election, and shall be 
& counted on the fortieth day after said election. Said election 
& shall, in all other respéets, be governed by the general laws 
“ regulating elections.” 

Mr Palmer offered the following substitute for the caption of 
the bill: * A bill to be entitled an act to create the [5th jų- 
dicial district, provide for the election of a judge and district 
attorney thereof, and define the time of holding courts in the 
same.” Adopted. 

Mr Whiteker moved to amend by adding the counties of 
“Jasper and Newton.” Lost, The bill then passed. --_ 

A bill making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars, to 
defray the contingent expenses of fhe 6th Legislature. Bead 
hird time and passed. a 
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-À bill to incorporate the Galveston island U niversity. Read 
third time and passed by the following vote: 


Yuas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Flana- 
an, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, 
Potier, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and White— 
3. 

Nays—None. oo 

A bill requiring all genuine evidences of claim to land to be 
located by a time herein specified. Read third time. 

Mr Palmer moved to reconsider the vote adopting his amend- 
ment, on yesterday, provided, that genuine certificates, hereto- 
fore located, which are in suit, or which may be hereafter 
brought into litigation, shal] have two years after the final ter- 
mination of said suits.” Lost. 

The bill was then passed. 

A bill confirming certain headright grants on the boundary 
line of Austin’s Colony and Robertson’s colony. Read third 
time and passed. l i 

A bill conferring power on the county courts to establish 
quarantine regulations, together with report of the committee 
on the judiciary offering amendments thereto, was read, amend- 
ments adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to repeal an act relating to lands in Peter’s Colony.— 
Read second time and referred to committee on the judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of A B Burleson. Read second time and. 
on motion of Mr Armstrong, referred to the committee on 
publie lands. l 

A bill for the relief of Bartlett Sims, assignee of Martha Ba- 
ker—together with the report of the judiciary cgramittee, offer- 
ing a substitute therefor, was read, substitute ageupted and bill 
erdered.to be engrossed. : l 

A bill to incorporate the Austin city bridge company. Read 
sécond time and ordered to be engrossed. . 

The Senate concurred in the amendment of the House to 
the “ joint resolutions relative to the compromise measures 
of 1850 and the Kansas Nebraska Act.” 

A. bill for the relief of Stevenson Archer, District Surveyor 
of El Paso Land District; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Doane, referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill te incorporate Lagrange Lodge, No. 30, I. O. O. F.; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. — 

A bill making an appropriation of five thousand dollars for 
the indemnification of the owners of slaves executed by due 
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process of law—together with report of committee on, State 
Affairs, offering an amendment thereto, was read, amendment 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 


The report of the committee on State Affairs, on and anion 
of Jobn T. Dillard, recommending that the same be. ee to, 
the committee on Finance, was read and adopted. 

A bill to amend an Act authorising the County Courts to re- 
gulate roads, appoint overseers, &c., was read second time, and 
on motion of Afr Russell, referred to committee: on, Roads, 
Bridges and Ferries. 

A bill concerning the acts of deputy clerks ; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Martin, referred to the committee 
on the judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate Larissa College ; read staged na and 
on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the committee on education. 

A joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion; read second time, and on motion of Mr Pirkey, , referred 
to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to secure the right of redemption in lands sold under 
execution ; read second time, and on motion of Mr Truit, re- 
ferred to the committee on public lands. | 

A bill supplementary toan act entitled an act authorizing the 
county courts to issue unconditional headright certiffeates when 
conditional certificates only have been issued. Read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Palmer, referred to the committee: 
on the judiciary. ; 
_ A bill for the relief of the Fowler Institute. Read second’ 
time, and on motion of Mr Flanagan, referred to the commit- 
tee on education. 

A. bill to authorize the disposition and ` sale of the seminary 
lands granted“ the fourth section of an act, approved Janu- 
ary 26th, 1839. Read second time, and on motion of’ Mr Al- 
len, referred to tlie committee on education. 

A. bill to authorize the deputy clerks of the several conte 
to take acknowledgements of parties to instruments of writing, 
or to take the proof of a subscribing witness thereto, and to fte- 
galize official acts of like character heretofore exercised by 
them. Read second time, and on motion‘of Mr Caldwell, Te- 
ferred to the judiciary committee. a 

A bill to legalize certain surveys lying on the boundary line 
of Bastrop county and Burleson county.: Read second time and 
on motion of Mr Caldwell, referr ed to'the committee, ou the 
judiciary. 

A bill concerning the estates of deceased persons. ` “Read sað- 
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ond time, and on motion of Mr White referred to the commit- 
tee on the judiciary. - >. | 

A bill relative to the time of holding court in Cameron coun- 
ty, together with report of judiciary committee offering a sub- 
tituto therefor was read ; substitute adopted, and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. O 

A bill to amend the statute of limitations, and a bill supple- 
mental to the act of limitations, approved March —, 1848, to- 
gether with report of.judiciary committee, offering a substitute 
therefor was read. Substitute. adopted.and made the special 
order of the day for Wednesday the 28th inst. . 
-A bill for the relief of N T Byars.* Read and ordered to be 
engrossêd. i . 

A bill to establish a State University. Read second time and 
on motion ef Mr Palmer, referred to committee on education. 
A bill creating a fund for the erection and support of a State 
Lunatic Asylum. Read second time, and, on motion of Mr 
Bryan, referred to committce on State affairs. | 


_ : A bill.creating a fund for the erection and support of a State 
University. Read second time, and on motion of Mr Bryan, 
referred to committee on education, _ 

. A bill -for the relief of the soldiers of the Republic of Texas. 
Read second time, and on motion of Mr Flanagan, referred to 
committee on'pnblic lands. a 
-= & bill supplemental to an act to regulate proceedings in the 
county courts pertaining to estates of deceased persons. Ap- 
proved. March 20th, 1848. Read second time, and on motion 
of Mr Weatherford, referred to committee on the judiciary. 

A bill. for the rélief of Radford Berry; read second time and 
on ‘motion of Mr. Flanagan, referred to the committee on pri- 
vate land claims. E 

A bill granting relief to persons obtaining grants to land after 
the closing of the Land office by the constitution, to the time 
_of notification, of the commissioner herein named, thereof; read 
"second time, and on motion of Mr. Whitaker, referred to com- 
-` mittee on public lands. | k 
-.. Abill fixing the salary of the Governor of the State; read 
second time and cn motion of Mr. Potter, referred to committee 
on finance. -. Lo S _ 
_. A bill to authorize Wm. M, Lee and others to construct a 
Bridge over the East fork of the Trinity, at or near Lee’s ferry; 
“Tead second time and on motiou of Mr. Allen, referred to com; 
' mittee on roads, bridges and ferries. - mS 
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A bill to amend an act entitled an act to raise.@ revenue by tax- 
ation, approved February 11, 1850; read second time and on 
motion of Mr. Scott, referred to committee on finance. 

A bill to repeal an act entitled an act to provide for the con- 
struction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road ; read second 
tie, and on motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to committee on Jn- 
ternal Improvements. ; 

A bill to amend the 6th section of an act entitled an act to in- 
corporate the towns of Victoria, Goliad and Gonzales; read sec» 
ond time and on motion of Mr. White, referred to the committees 
on counties and county boundaries. 

A bill to authorize the District Courts of this State to hear and 
determine claims and accounts against the State; read second 
time and on motion of Mr. White, referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. a 

A bill to create the county of Commanche ; Read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to committee òn coun- 
ties and county boundaries. 

A bill to create the county of Erath; read second time’ and on 
motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on counties 
and county boundaries. 

Mr. Lott, (by leave} presented the petition of various citizens 
of the county of Smith; referred to the committee on State af 
fairs. 

A bül to authorize the United States Marshal to use the 
county jails of this State; read second time and on motion of 
Mr. McCulloch, referred to committee on the Judiciary. - 


A bill to incorporate Hopkins Encampment, No. 7, I.. O. O. 


F; read and ordered to be engrossed. . 

A bill forthe relief of D. P. Fowler, together with report from 
committee on State affairs, recommending that the same lie upon 
the table, was read and on motion of Mr, Lott, bill was referred 
to same committee. 

Petition of Jas..W. Parker, together with report of committee 
on Publie Debt, reporting the same back, and asking to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, was taken up, 
and on motion of Mr, Taylor of Houston, referred to a select com- 
mittee ot five. i 

Messrs. Taylor of Houston, Wren, Whitaker, Guinn and 
Grimes, were appointed on said committee. 

The following message was received from the Governor: 

Gentlemen, dc :—I transmit herewith a partial report from the 
Commissioners to prepare a Code amending, supplying, revising, 
digesting and arranging the laws, Civil and Criminal. 

This report contains “thé Code of Civil Procedure,” preceeded 
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-by a.short statement from the commissioners of the prineples that 
controlled them in its preparation. 

I learn from them that they have prepared in addition to this; 
“a Code of Criminal Procedure,” “a Penal Code” and a revis- 
ion, with amendments, of the general Statutes, all of which will | 
be ready to be del ivered to the Legislature in a few. days. : 

Two hundred copies of this report are ready for delivery to the 
two Houses of the Legislature. | 

I have given some examination to this part of the labors of 
the Commissioners and believe that its adoption will be beneficial 
to.the State. E. M. PEASE. 

On motion the communication was referred to the committee- 
on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. McDade, the Senate adjourned until Mon- 
oy morning at 10 o’clock. 
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Monpay, Nov. 26th, 1855- 

.The Senate was E to order by the President, pursuant to: 
adjournment, Prayer by the Chaplain—Roll calle ed—quorum 
present. The Journal of Thursday was read and adopted. _—. 

Mr Taylor of Cass presented the petition of John O. McCtos- 
key, referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr Taylor also presented the petition of Josiah Gilbert, re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

“Mr Scott presented the memorial of sundry citizens of the 
town or Marshall, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr Armstrong Chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, to which was referred A Bill to create the 
county of Commanche, A Bill to ereate the county of Erath, 
and A Bill to create the county of Wise, reported the same back 
and recommended their passsage. 

Mr Armstrong from the same committee, reported back for 
the consideration of the Senate, A Bill more particularly to define 
the western boundary line of Milam Land District. 

Mr Armstrang; chairman of the committee on counties and 
county boundaries to which was referred the petition of the cit- 
izens of Chappel hill, reported the following Bill and recommen- 
ed its passage. i 

A -Bill for the incorporation. of the Town of Chappel: “hill, 
which was read Ist time. : 

Mr Potter chairman of the committee on the Judiciary to 
which was referred A Bill to prevent the carrying of concealed 
weapons, reported a- substitute therefor, and recommend its 
adoption and passage. 

12 
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. Mr Armstrong from the committee on Internal Improvements 
to which was referred A Bill to amend an Aet to prevyide for the 
construction of the Mississippi and Pacifie Rail Road—reported 


that a majority of the committee recommended its passage. 


`- Mr Maverick from the same committee reported the following 
minority report. 
The undersigned minority of the eommittee on Internal Im- 


(ene to whom was referred the Bill to repeal the 14th 


Section of the Act of the Sth Legislature for chartering the 
Mississippi and Pacific ..ail Read, &c., are cons:rained by what 
they regard as a sacred duty, to dissent entirely from the con- 
elusions of the majority ; and they would offer this, as their pro- 
test against the proposed Legislation. 

The undersigned regard it asa sound doctrine, that loeal, 
limited and partial convenience, as in this case, should never be 
suffered to stand in the way of the great and lasting good of the 
nation, or of the South, or of the State of Texas. ‘lexas has for 
the last seventeen years, spread out her whole map to the loca- 
ter; and she yet offers a boundless domain of hill and dale, ont- 
side of the Rail Road Reserve. But they must have the reserve 
right or wrong, and without regard to the policy ef the State. 
Thè complaint of injustice to locators is clearly unfounded ; and 
is, in most cases Nothing but an artifice of the speeulator as is 
clearly proven by the fact, that the desire to locate in that place, 
has sprung up mostly since the reservation, and upon the 
strength of the arguments urged by the friends of that nvfasure. 

All sorts of explorers, surveyors and rangers—the comp: tent 
éngineers of the Government—all men of science and practical 
sagacity,—in a word, the whole country, North and South, East 
and West, so fast and so far as they become acquainted with the 
facts, unite in*one voice, to pronounce this to be the shortest, the 
least expensive, and most practicable of all the routes for a rail- 
way across the Continent. There is little reason to doubt that 
if there had been:a route like this stretching out from the Ohio, 
it would have been well under progress of construction before 
now, in spite of the snows of that latitude: and such is its in- 
trinsic merit and superiority, that there can be little doubt but 
the road will be made in a comparatively short time, in spite of 
the sparseness of our population—the smallness of our means, 
and of our weight in the scale of political influence. The interests 
ofcommerce, and more than that, if possible, the urgent require- 
ments of the Federal Govertiment itself, make it a matter of great. 
importance that a road of this character be made; and if we do 
our duty in this matter, there is every reason to expect, that this 


route will be selected for the reason that itis the best. We have . 
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it, anyhow, in our power to make the thing more prébable, and 
to hasten the work sooner by offering the reserve lands as an 
. inducement to run the road on our route, 
That which was reserved by the Fifth Legislature, is a most. 
remarkable belt of country. A rich and level plain extending’ 
from Red River to the Rio Grande; it has in the middle a good 
natural route for a waggon road, on and near latitude 32° 
North, with mountains on either hand but not in front. It 
stretches in the direction of the Gila, a river which heads close to 
the Rio Grande, and running west, has on its north side, the’ 
southern termination of the Rocky Mountains, and some way. 
south of it, sets in at another angle, that other system of moun- 
tains—the Sierra Madre. The reserve, besides affording the best 
route, has the advantage of furnishing the most reliable means 
for making the road, or contributing largely to the work and ex- 
pediting the undertaking. The last great use which the State 
will bave, for the Rail Road reserve, is to apply it to the work 
of making all the other roads which we shall so much need, to, 
connect the interior with the Gulf. Sooner or later the state 
must aid in this great business .of inter-communication. The peó- 
ple dislike taxation excrpt when very moderate; and the only 
means left to the state besides taxation, (or with moderate taxes) 
is the Public Lands, and above all, the Rail Road reserve, a tan-’ 
gible, known, untouched property, that is confessedly available: 
It would be idle to say, that because the charter of this road 
fell unluckily into the hands of men, who from Incapacity op- 
inability failed to comply with its requirements, therefore we shall 
never have the road, and that roads cannot be made by land do- 
nations, ‘Uhe reverse of the last proposition is fully proven in ` 
several instances, where the General Government’s aid in givin 
six sections, alternately, nut only helped the making of those 
roads, but actually paid their entire cost, through the increased. 
value ofthe lands given. We are, so to say, founders of the State, 
and should legislate for posterity. We have to wait our turn in 
the progress of affiirs; and should be careful to do nothing that 
could protract the time at which the state might safely undertake | 
| the improvements necessary to its developmen , and becoming 
its position and rank, a ne 
The Southern Route, passing through much sterile country, | 
west of the Rio Grande, cannot in this age be made fertile by the ` 
population which will settle on the line ofthe road. There must 
be found some great necessity of state, otherwise the road will’ 
hot for a long time be made. But your committee think there. 
does exist a most urgent need for the Gen’! Government to con- ` 
heci the coast of the Atlantic with that of the Pacific; and that 
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it is the business of Texas to keep herself in a position ready to 
offer her lands and her track on latitude 32°, in co-operation 
with the Government and the Mercantile interest. : 
. By lines of rail run-from latitude 32° to the coast, there can not 
be a doubt that our own ports being the first to be approached 
by trains turning down the Atlantic slope, will become the prac- 
tical terminus of the Pacifie road, as regards at least these heavy | 
commodities which demand the cheapness of sea going vessels, 

If we repeal the section in question, will it not be received as 
a signal that we have given tp all hopes on the subject, and 
placed out of our power, our chief means for all sorts of Internal 
Improvements, The mora] effect against us, would put to 
naught, as well our influence as our means for aiding in the. 
Southern ‘route. To repeal the Reserve, would be to be shorn. 
ofour strength, and to have this day, perhaps, noted in our cal- ~ 
ender, as the black Mondags when the foundations of the Empire 
State of the South, were bilt a little and had stood a brief time 
—were hastily broken up into rubbish and built into a pig-pen, . 
The chance which we have of being able to. contribute. to 
the strength and safety of the South; the mere possibility that- 
by holding up the reserved lands, we shall have it in our power, 
at the proper time, to give direction to so potent a work, for the 
spread of knowledge, ought to prevent the repeal until after much - 
reflection and more experience than we have yet had. 

It requires firmness and forbearance, but doubtless it is our 
duty to say to the locators: “No gentlemen, look elsewhere for 
ldnds.” This Reserve was put into our hands by a past legis- 
lation, in trust for posterity, and for the safety and glory of- the 
South, and for the benefit of mankind at large. The Reserve 
is set apart to insure the making of the greatest thoroughfare yet 
seen, and which isto serve for commerce and travel, and for the 
spread of knowledge; a sort of artery for the circulation of a 
universal humanity. As trustees without limitation, we -shall 
hold on for an age at least, before we shall despair. If life be 
short, art is long; and the cause of benevolence is eternal. Let. 
us be sure to do what we conceive to be our duty, let come what | 
will. l , 

Two years are nothing in this matter; andthe last two years 
have been peculiarly unfavorable for new or great undertakings 
requiring capital and financial confidence. To repeal the Re- . 
serve, (ta say the least) would be to break up a policy without 
reason, and without allowing time enough to prove an experi- 
ment. The magnitude of the subject is such as to comniand at 
least caution. Nothing can be lost by postponing the action 
proposed by the majority ofthe committee, H they are right now, 
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it-will hereafter more clearly be proven. But if, as the unger- 
signed think, the committee have come hastily to a conclusion, 
that will herealter be deplored asa great calamity. When car- 


ried out by the Legislature, there is abundant reason for post- 


poning this action, l l 
Tf the Bill had proposed the repeal of. all the other sections 
but the 14th, then theundersigned would cheerfully have accor- 
ded to it their support; but since it has singled ont for sacrifice 
the 14th section, they cannot refrain from imploring the Senate 
to save it from immolation : and they protest against it, as being 
impolitic, unwise and unjust—a most fickle and false policy. - 

l S. A. MAVERICK, 

M. G. WHITAKE 
. , M. W. ALLEN. i 

Mr. Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : l 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined the follow 
ing bills and find them correctly engrossed: 

A bill to incorporate Hopkin’s Encampment, No. 7, of the In— 
dependent Order of. Odd Fellows. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish and incorporate a lite— 
rary Institution under the supervision and control of the East— 
ern Texas Annual Conference, located at or near the town of 
Gilmer, Upshur county. 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- 
ference, located at Starville, Smith county, Texas. l 


t 


> 


A bill to establish and incorporate a literary Institution, under’ 


A bill to authorize the heirs of Martha Barker, or her assignees: 


to raise a location therein named, and to locate the same on any 
vacant land. Dai 
A bill conferring power on county Courts, and town and 
city corporate authorities, to establish quarantine regulations, 
A. bill to be entitled an Act to incorporate the Austin city 
Bridge company. l 


Mr Russell, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 


following report: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the fol- 


lowing bills, to-wlt : = > a 
A bill forthe protection of the lands that have been, or may 
hereafter be granted for purposes of education. z 
A bill authorizing and requiring the Treasuier to transfer the 
Specie in the Treasury, belonging to the school fund, &e. 
, A bill authorizing and requiring the Governor of the State to 


| Cause the unlocated balance of the University lands to be sur- 
: veyed, 


emer eT 
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A bill to ironie Lagrange Lodge, No. 30, of the independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows. 

A bill for the reliefof Noah Y. Byars. l 

A bill makingan appropriation ofseven thousand dollars, for 
the indemnification of the owners of slaves executed... And ` 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the 
District Courts in the county of Cameron, and find the same cor- 
rectlyengrpssed. Alltof which is respectfully summittec. | 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on publie lands, to which 


were referred a bill for tne relief of Joseph Luce and Daniel 


Luce and the heirs óf John Luce and the heirs of Abb Luce, Sr., 
and the heirs of Abb Luce Jr., and a bill supplementary to. an 
act to establish and incorporate the college of DeKalb—approved. 
January £6th, 1839, reported the same ‘back and recommended 
their passage. 

Mr Grimes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be requested 


to take under consideration the propriety of so modifying the law” 


granting trial by jury as not to require a concurrence of the en- 


tire jury. to find a verdict, and that they be- required-to report by 


bill or otherwise. — Adopted. 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill to authorize William P Dillon 
to practice law. Read first time. 

Mr Grimes introduced a bill to amend an act entitled an act 
to raise revenue by direct taxation; anda bill to incorporate the 
Lake Creek Bridge and Turn pike Company ; ; each read first time. 
Mr Maverick introduced a bill to define the Limits of Bexar 
county—read first time. 

Mr ‘Arnistrong introduced a bill to create the eighteenth J udi- 
cial District—Read first time. 

Mr Allen introduced a bill authorizing Glover Wells to con- 
struct a Bridge across the east fork of Trinity river—Read first 
time. 

Mr Superviele introduced a bill to procure from Mexico the 
original archives, orders, decrees, laws, rules, regulations, &c. 
Read first time. 

Mr Superviele introduced a bill relating to the duties of asses- 
sors and collectors of taxes. Read first time. 

Mr Scott introduced à bill to incorporate, the city of Marshall. 
Read first time. 

Mr Caldwell introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Andrew P Cunningham. Read first time. 


Mr Caldwell introduced a bill for the relief of J ames 5 Hall ene 


Read first time. 


Mr Guinn introduced a bill to change the name of Martha R | 


Eppinger to Martha R Bonner. Read first time. 


lil 


_ Mr Palmer introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Her- 
vey Whiting. Read first time. - 

Mr Russell, by leave, presented the petition of Ira B Demint ; 
referred to the committee on finance. 

. Mr Bryan offered the following resolution : 2 

. Resolved, That the committee on the public debt be required 
to examine inte that elass of the public debt now in the Auditor’s 
office, known as spoliation claims, and classify the same, and at 
an early day, report to the Senate the amount and character of 
each class, and such other information on the subject as may be 
of interest.—Adopted. . 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bili authorizing the Judge of the 
third Judicial District, to hold a term of said Court in Coryell 
county, on the 14th Monday after the Ist Monday in Sept. 1855. 
And a bill to ineorporate the town of Cameron in the eounty of 
Milam, originating in the House. l 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting the 
following communication. 


ExECUTIVE OFFIcE. 
eo> Austin Nov. 24th, 1855, 
Gentlemen of the Senate 


: and House of Representatwes: 

I transmit herewith a further report from the Commissioners 
to prepare a Code amending, supplying, revising, digesting and 
arranging the laws, civil and criminal. This report contains 
“thè Code of Criminal procedure” preceded by a statement from 
the Com ussioners, of the principles on which they have acted 
in its preparations 

Two hundred,copies of this report are ready for delivery to 
the two Houses of the Legislature. 

From a careful examination of this Code, I have no hesitation 
in recommending it for your adoption. 

| E. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the communication was referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. i 

A bill defining the 7th Judicial District and the time of hold- 
ing courts in the same—read. 

Mr Grimes amendment to insert “ Madison” after “ Grimes,” 
was adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. . 

The motion to reconsider the vote which rejected a bill sup- 
plementary to the act of February 28th,1840, concerning Wills, 
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and authorizing persons- to dispose of their estate by Will, was 
taken up, and vote reconsidered. The bill was then passed by- 
the following vote: : . . . 
Yuas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimés, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 


Scarborough, Taylor of Heuston, Weatherford and Whitaker—17, — 


Nays—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Deane, Hord, McCulloch, 


MeDade, Martin, Pedigo, Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of- 


Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, White and Wren—16. 

A bill to incorporate the Austin city bridge company. Read 
third time and passed by the following vote. 

Yras—Messrs Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Hord, Lott, MeCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Millican, Pal- 
mer, Pirkey, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and 
Wren—24. : 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan aud Burroughs—3., 

A bill to establish and incorporate a literary institute under 
the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Con- 
fereace, located at Starrville, Smith county, Texas. Read third 
time and passed by the following vote: 


Yeras—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, . 


Guinn, Hill, Lott, MeCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pir- 
key, Potter, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren 
—24. Nays—Messrs Armstrong and Burroughs—2, 

A bill to establish and incorporate a Literary Institution, un- 
der the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual 
Conference, located at or near the town of Gilmer, Upshur 
county; read third time, and passed by the following vote; ` 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Mil- 
lican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Su- 
perviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weather- 
ford, Whitaker, White and Wren—27. 

Nays—Arinstrong and Burroughs—2. 3 

A bill to incorporate Hopkins’ Encampment, No. 7, of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; read third time and passed 
by the following vote: i 

Y sas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Pal- 
mer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whit- 
aker and White—25, ~ . l 

Nays—Mr Wren—1. 
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A bill to incorporate LaGrange Lodge, No. 30, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows; read third time and paased by 
the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, McCulloeh, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, 
Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whit- 
aker and White— 25. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs and Wren—3. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed, viz: , 

A bill conferring power on County Courts, and town and city 
corporate authorities to establish quarantine regulations. 

A bill authorising and requiring the Governor of the State 
to cause the unlocated balance of the University lands to be 
surveyed. — i 

A bill for the relief of Noah T. Byars. i 

A bill making an appropriation of seven thousand dollars for 
ihe indemnification of the owners of slaves executed. 

A bill te define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
county of Cameron. 

A Bill authorising and requiring the Treasurer to transfer the 
specie in the Treasury belonging to the School Fund to dis- 
bursement account, and replace the same with United States 
five per cent. indemnity bonds. 

A bill for the protection of the lands that have been or may 
hereafter be granted for purpeses of education. 

And a bill to authorise the heirs of Martha Barker or assigns, 
to raise a location therein named and to locate the same on any 
vacant land. 

Joint Resolution. proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion ; read. l 

On motion of Mr Martin, the resolution was amended by 
adding “for the use of said counties and political divisions.” 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Williams and others, together 
with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, offering a 
substitute therefor, was read, and substitute adopted. - 

The bill was then rejected. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the Senate adjourned until 9 o’clock 
to morrow morning. ; 
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Torespay, Noy. 27, 1855. 


The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant te 
adjournment—Prayer by the Ohaplain—Roll_, ealled—quorum 
present. ‘The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr White presented the petition of Agnes B. Clark, referred 
to the committee on claims and accounts, . 

Mr White, also presented the petition of J. L. Nicholson, 
asking for land, referred to the committee on Private Land 
claims. 

Mr Hill from the committee om Private Land claims made 
the following report. 

The committce on Private Land claims have had under con- 
sideration the petition of George S. Bledsoe, asking for three 
quarters of a League and one labor of land, and the committee 
instruct me to report, that said Bledsoe was engaged in the ser- 
vice of Texas previous to the Ist of Mareh 1837, and that his 
family arrived in Texas previous to the Ist day of Jannary £840, 
and have ever siuce that time remained in the country; under 
the provisions of the 3d section. of the law of January 4th 1829, 
the petitioner is, in the opinion of the committee, entitled to 
the land now asked for, and they have instructed me to re- 
port the accompanying Bill for his relief and recommend its 
passage. 

A Bill fer the relief of George S, Bledsoe, Read fst time.. 

Mr Hill from the same committee, made the following report. 

The committee on Private Land claims have had under eon- 
sideration A Bill for the relief cf Jobn B. Jehnson, for six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, and the eommittee instruct me to 
report, that it is proved before the committee that said Johnson 
was a member of the Texas army in the spring of 1836, at the 
time of the battle of San Jacinto, and that he actually crossed 
Buffalo Bayou on the 19th of April in the same year with that 
portion of the army, which two days after fought the battle of 
San Jacinto, and being detailed to earry and express to Major 
McNutt who was left in command of the baggage-guard, was 
prevented form participating in the battle. The committee are 
of opinion that the fact of said Joitnson’s being a member of the 
army and detailed for special service, entitles him to the relief 
sought. ‘They therefore Instruct me to return the bill with the 
following amendments, and recommend the adoption of the 


amendments and passage of the bill. Strike out the words “Ad- | 


jutant General” wherever they occur, and insert in lieu thereof 
“commissioner of the General Land Office.” 


Q 
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Mr White from the committee on Counties and County boun- 
daries to which was referred the petition of E. Kilpatrick and 
P. Rose, reported the,following Bill and recommend its passage. 

A Bill changing a portion of the boundary of the counties 
of Calhoun, Victoria and Refugio—read first time, 

Mr White from the same committee to which was referred to 
A Bill to amend the 6th section of an act entitling an act to in- 
corporate the tewns of Victoria, Goliad and Gonzales, reported 
the same back ‘and recommended its passage. 

Mr Armstrong from the committee on the J udiciary to which 
were referred A Bill prohibitingthe commissioner of the Generai 
Land Office issuing patents to “the Texas emigration and land 
company fòr lands Tying i in Peters Colony ; reported that a ma. 
jority of the committee recommended its passage. ` 

Mr Potter chairman of the committee on the eee to 
which was referred A B.I to create the 16th Judicial District, 
reported a substitute therefor, and recommended its adoption and 
passage. 

Mr Palmer from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred two Bills relative to the acts of Deputy Clerks, 
reported a substitute therefor and recommend its adoption and 
passage. 

‘Mr Potter chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred A Bill to atthorize the county court of Dal- 
las County to levy a special tax fer the purpose of building a 
Court House, reported that a majority of the comimittee recom- 
mended its passage. 

Mr Potter also made the following report: 

The Judiciary committee have considered A Bill to amend the 
2ist section of an act, entitled “au Act to organize County 
Courts” approved March 16th 1848, and direct me to report the 
same back to the Senate and recommend its passage. The object 
of the Bill is to authorize the county Courts in holding their 
quarterly terms for the ‘transaction of county business, to contin- 
ue in session one week at each term, in place of three days, as 
now En by law. s 

Mr Hill from the committee on Private Land claims made the 
following report. — l 
| The committee on Private Land claims have had under con- 
; sideration a Bill for the relief of Radford Berry asking fora 
| certificate for three fourths of a League and labor of land, in- 
. Struct me to report. 

That being satisfied from the evidence produced before them, 
that the title of said Radford Berry for three fourths ofa League 
and one labor of land issued by George W. Smyth” on the 14th 
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October 1835, purporting to be situated on the South bank of Red 
River, including Sassafras Bluff is not laid down on the map of 
the General Land Office, nor can be, from the connection giver 
in the title, in consequence of which it has been granted to other 
claiinants by the Government. They therefore instruct me te 
return the bill to the Senate and recommend its passage. 

The committee on Private Land claims have had under con- 
sideration, the petition of the heirs of John F. Chairs asking for 
two thirds of a League and labor of land as his augmentation, 
and a bounty warrant for 640 acres, and a 640 donation warrant 
for his services in the ‘battle of San Jacinto, instruet me to 
report. = l 

That the heirs of the said Chairs, having proved to the satis- 
faction of the committee that their father (the said Chairs) died 
in the state of Texas, County of Angelina in the year 1852; that 
said Chairs emigrated to Texas in 1833, and that he fought in 
the battle of San Jacinto; he came to Texas, a single man and 
obtained a headright for a third of a League of land, he married 
in the county of San Augustine in the year 1836. . 

The committee iustruet me to report the following Bill and 
recommend HS passage. 

A Bill for the relief of the heirs of John F. Chairs, Read first 
tine, 

The commi tee on. Private Land claims have had under con- 
sideration a Dill for the relief of Alfred H. Wiley, asking fora 
grant of one third of a League of land, as a headright, instruct 
ine fo report. 

-That the suid Wiley was a resident in this State previous to 
the declaration of fudependenee, and having continued to reside 
in the country to the present time, is entitled to the quantum of 
laud asked for. They therefore instruct me to return the Bil! 
and recommend its passage, 

The committee on Private Land claims have had under con- 
sideration the petition of George W. Grover asking for 320 acres 
of land as a headright, instruct me to report. ‘hat the said 
Grover emigrated to Texas in January 1540, and in May 1841 
enrolled asa member of the Artillery (‘ompany in the Santa Fe 
expedition, suffering all the privations of that unfortunate cam- 
paign, including imprisonment in Mexico &c.; was also in the 
company commanded by Captain Caldwell at the battle of Pium 
Creek; was a citizen of the Republic of Texas for the term of 
three years, performing all the duties required of himas such: 
and in virtue of the law under which he emigrated is entitled to 
a headrigat of 320 acres of land, which he has never yet obtain- 
ed; all of which facts were proved to the satisfaction of the com- 
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mittee. They therefore instruct me to report the accompanying 
bill and recommend its passage. 

A Bill for the reliéf of George W. Grover-—réad first time, 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education to which 
was referred A Bill for the relief of the Fowler Lustitute, reported 
the same back and reconimended that it be laid on the table. 

Mr Bryan from the same committee, to which was referred 
A Bill to incorporate Larissa College, and A Bill creating a fund 
for the erèetiou and support of a University, reported the same 
back and recommended their passage. , 

Mr Allen, chairman of thetommittee on EnroHed Bilis, made 
the following report. 

The committee oh Enrolled Bills presented on yesterday to the 
Governor, properly signéd, an Act to amend an Act to.incorpo- 
rate the city df San Antonio, approved 14th January 1842. 

Mr Guinn vthairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported A Bill dering the seventh Judicial District and the 
dime of holding Conrts in the same—and a Joint Resolution 
proposing an amendment to the constitution, correctly engrossed. 

Mr Maverick made the following report: 

The undersigied is instructed by the majority of the select 
Joint Comufittee of the two [Louses, to réport as follows, on the 
Bill for the protection of the western Frontier, which was refer- 
ted to fhem after faving been reported by the committee on 
indian Affairs. - 

The indians that annoy the frontier settlements are ‘as stealthy, 
as scattered atid as difficult to catch asthe wolves of ‘the prairie. 
Like wolves they come when least expected, in gangs‘of ten or 
twenty; robbing and committing murders, and ‘again fleeing to 
their secret haunts. To provide against sach’an enemy Is cer- 
tainly difficult; but the committee have digested a plan which 
they confidenuy offer as being at least Somewhat adapted to the 
peculiarities of thecase, ‘The committee propose to give aid and 
assistañce'to these who are now forced to defend themselves, 

Wherefore the committee instruct the uudersiged to report the 
accompanying Bill to'be entitled “an Act to muster into service 
Minute men for the protection of the frontier settlements,” as a 
substitute for the Indian commnittee’s Bill, referred to them, and 
to recommend the Senate to pass said substitute. 

7 S. A. MAVERICK, Chairman. 

Mr McCulloch submitted the following manority report. 
Hon. D. C. Diekson, President of the Senate, and 

Hon. H. P. Bee, Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

We, a minority of the select committee of both Houses of the 
Legislature, to whom was referred two bills for the protection of 
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the Frontier, one emenating in the Senate ‘and the other in the 
House of Representatives, have, with the balance of the commit- 
tee, duly considered the same and feel constrained to dissent 
from the report of the majority. 

We cannot believe that the organization of the militia under 
the provisions of the bill recommended by the majority, will or 
ean benefit the citizens now exposed on the frontier much, if 

atiy, and are satisfied that it does not meet the wants of the suf- 
fering people. i - 

The vuwber of men is not sufficient, as we conceive, nor does 
the organization meet our views. T here shou'd be full compa- 
nies organized, and instead of remaining in the settlements, and 
at their homes, until the Indians commit depredations upon the 
citizens, they should be kept in active service beyond the ex- 
ee settlements to meet and repel the advanciug foe, before the 
blood of the settler is shed or his property stolen. It is not the 
money that the frontier man wants (the $1,50 per day for pursu- 

ng his stolen property, if perchance he be leit alive to join in 
the pursuit) but that protection which will enable him to remain 
at home quietly in bis agricultural pursuits. We do not desire 
tu see the frontier settler forced to turn soldier for defence of 
that family which his government should protect, and while he 
is absent from them in the discharge of his duties as such, leave 
them exposed to the merciless savages that may belu rking about 
their habitation. 


Then it does secim to ug that the force which is ee te 
be organized under the provisions of the bill reported by the ma- 
jority, is so far from the requirements of all the laws and prece- 
dents of the United States Government in organizing the militia’ 
er volunteers, that we eould not expeet that government to reeog- 
nize the act, or make provision for refunding the money expended 
: that purpose when demanded by Texas, while on the other 
hand, if there wassome similarity ofarrangement, to that adopted 
Ly that government, she would be better enabled to understand 
and appreciate it, and would certainly be more apt to pay it back 
to this State. 

We still contend that one thousand men are ho more than the 
wants of our extended and suffering frontier demands—and càn- 
not agree to anything Short of the raising of five hundred men 
for twelve mouths under the command of a Lieutenant Col. or 
Major, and therefore ask leave respectfully to, recommend the 
passage of the enclosed Bill, instead of the one reported by the 
majority of the committee. 


Respectfully, KC, 
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H. E. McCULLOCH, 
. of the Senate. 
JOHN R. KING, 
A. J. BELL, - 
R. N. NORTON, 
Of the House of Representatives. 

My Taylor, of Fannin, moved to reconsider the vote taken 
on yesterday, which rejected a bill for the relief of the heirs 
and assignees of Thomas Williams. 

On motion of Mr Millican, the motion was laid on the table 
until Friday the 30th inst. 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs and 
lezal representatives of Dawson B Charlton, deceased; read 
first time. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill to protect actual settlers ; read 
first time. i 

Mr McCulloch introduced a. bill to authorise the Auditor and 
Comptroller to audit Bond, No. 164, of the 10 per cent con- 
solidated stock of the 5th February, 180 ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Public 
Debt. 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, introduced a bill to prescribe the time 
of the biennial meetings of the Legislature of the State of Texas; 
read first time. 

Mr Scott introduced a bill to incorporate the Harrison Man- 
ufacturing Compary ; read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill to change the time of holding 
the District Court in the 10th and 14th Judicial Districts ; read 
first time. 

Mr Potter introduced a bill to establish a Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure for the State of Texas. 

Mr Scott moved to reject the bill. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, Mr Scott’s motion to reject 
the bill was laid on the table until Friday, 30th instant. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill defining the 7th Judicial District, and the time of 
holding Courts in the same; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution; 
read third time and passed. by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, 
Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fan- 
nin, T aylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker | and 
W ren—23. 
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Jro LLT PP aere Cr the same.” 

Amend See, oth, by striking out all after the words * patent 
see,’ dadd “and twenty-five cents per acre for the excess of 
me huudred and sixty acres to a patent upon said survey, pro— 
vided the same does not exceed three hundred and twenty 
aeres. l 

Mr Weatherford moved to lay the amendments on the table ; 
lost by the tollewing vote: 

Yxras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Guinn, Lott, 
Martin, Maverick, Pedigo, Taylor, of Fannin, Weatherford and 
Wren—1 tk. l 

Nays—Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, 
McCulloch, MeDade, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, 
Scarborough, Scott, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, 
Whitaker and White—19. 

Mr Martin moved the indefinite postponement of the amend 
ment; lost by the following vote? | 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Guinn, 
Lott, Martin, Pedigo, Scarborough, Weatherford and Wren—t!. 

Nays—Messrs Caldwell, Flanagan, Grinres, Hill, McCutloch, 
Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, 
Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Fruit, Whitaker and 
White—lL7. 

Mr Weatherford moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out “five” after “twenty;” lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Guinn, Lott, 
Martin, Pedigo, Scarborough, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Hous- 
ton, Truit, Weatherford and Wren—13. 

Nays—Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, 
McCulloch, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Ras- 
sell, Scott, Whitaker and White—15. - . 

Mr Lott moved to amend by striking out “ twenty-five cents’ ` 
whenever occurring, and inserting “twelve and a half cents.’ 

Mr Palmer moved a division of the question ; carried. 

The question on striking out being put was lost. i 

Mr Pirkey’s amendment was then adopted by the following 
vote: i . 
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lost by the folowing vete: 

Yuas—AMessrs Bryan, Burroughs, Plauen. fesca. dl 
McCulloch, McDade, Millican, Paimer, Whituker aid Wott. 
11. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwel!, (nuni, feis 
Martin, Maverick, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Searioreucdh. 
Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, Taylur, 
of Houston, Tritit, Weatherford and Wren—20, 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill was postponed until Mon- 
day, 3d day of December, and 100 copies ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, a bil: to create the 17th 
Judicial District of the State of Texas, and to define the time 
of holding the Di-trict Courts therein, was taken up, read sec~ 
ond time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, a bill to regulate the time of hold— 
ing the Courts in the 6th Judicial District was taken up, read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr White, a bill to change the time of holding 
the District Court in the 10th and 14th Judicial Districts, was 
taken up, read second time, and referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the Senate adjourned until 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 
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Weonespay, Nov. 28th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present, 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr ‘Taylor of Cass presented the petition of John Speake, 
asking an appropriation for the improvement of Ferry Lake} 
referred to committee on Internal Improvements. _, 

Mr Armstrong presented the petition of J. C., and Margaret 
Pettigrew ; referred to committee og State affairs. 

Mr White presented the petition OF A. M. Clare; referred to 
Committee on claims and accounts. 
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Mr Guinn presented the memorial of Asa Dossett ; referred 
to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Guinn also presented ‘the memorial. af the ‘Synod. of the 
Presbyterian Church; reférred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr W eatherford presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Ellis county ; referred to committee on public lands. 

Mr Caldwell presented the petition of James Lamb; referred 
to committee on public lands. 

Mr sfcCulloch presented the petition of the cor poration of the 
eity of New Braunfels, and many citizens, praying for a charter 
for a bridge; referred to committee on roads, bridges, and 
ferries. 

Mr McCulloch also presented the petition of Henry Bridges ; 
referred to committee on private land claims, 

Mr Burroughs presented the memorial of sundry citizens of 
Jefferson county, asking an appropriation for the removal of ob— 
structions in the rivers Sabine, Angelina, and Neches; referred 
to committee on Internal | Impr ovements. 

Mr Alien, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

‘The committee on enrolled bills have examined the joint reso- 
lutions of the two Houses, relative to the compromise measures 
of the Congress of the United States passed in 1850—an act for 
the relief of Albert Gehrke, and joint resolution authorizing 
aud requiring the Governor to order an erection to be holden In 
the counties of Cherokee and Angelina for Representative, to 
fill the vacancy ®ecasioned by the ‘death of Joseph C. Harrison, 
and find them correctly enrolled, and properly signed, and have 

this any en presented to the Governor. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public: 
debt, made the following report : 

The committee on public debt have considered a bill, making 
an a .tion for the payment of a portion of the public debt 
of the late Republic of Texas, and find that the necessity for the 
passage of this bill depends upon the poe ofa bill, accepting 
the proposition of the United States for the liquidation of the 
debts of the State of Texas. We therefore recommend that the 
bill lie upon the table for the present. 

- Mr Taylor of Cass, also made the following report: ~ 

COMMITTEE Room, Austin, } 
November 28th, 1855. 


Hon. D. 0. Dickson, President of the Senate: 
Sir :— The committee on publie debt to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled an act giving the assent of the State of 
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Texas to “An Act to provide for the payment of such credit- 
itors of the Iate Republic of Texas, as are comprehended in 
the act of Congress of September the ninth, (9) eighteen 
Republic of fifty, (1850),” which was passed at the’ second 
session of the thirty-third (83) Congress of the United States- 
and approved February the twenty-eighth, (28) eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-five, have, (after mature refl. ction,) instructed me 
to report, that in their opinion the Bill should not be passed into 
alaw. In the consideration of this subject, many potent reasons 
have suggested themselves to the committee to sustain them in 
the recommendation that the Bill should not pass. The first 
one to which we will allude, is the fact that the people at the 
“ballot box” have decided against the acceptance of the proposi- 
tion of Congress. We know that it has been argued by the 
Executive, in his late message, that the vote of the people should 
not be regarded, because the full vote of the State was not cast; 
only some 25,000 voting for and against the Bill, while for 
Governor, there was polled some 43,000 votes. No one will 
deny, but that the vote was asmall one; but that does not 
argue that we should disregardit. Under our form of Govern- 
ment, pluralities elect, and though there had been but ten 
thousand votes cast for Governor, the man who received the 
greatest number-would have been duly elected. It.is true that 
there was no law authorizing the people to vote npon the sub- 
ject; but the Governor took the responsibility to. request a vote 
by the people, and it was considered (so far as we are able to 
learn) as a test of the sense of the State upon this important 
matter. It was conducted as other elections—governed by 
our election law—and should, we think, be taken as the voice 
ofthe people! But, should the Legislature disregard this vote, 
we think there are many other reasons that should induce 
them to adopt the report of the committee :—First, Texas, like 
all other sovereignties,-has a right to transact her own financial 
matter in her own way ; she has established an equitable 
adjustment of her liabilities. No one, we believe, has ever 
objected to it, save the creditors themselves; then we take 
the position that our adjustment of 1848 is an equitable -one, 
doing justice alike to all of our creditors. -To accept this 
Bill would be to abandon every principle of that adjust- 
ment, and submit and agree to one to which equity and 
justice has never been awarded, we believe, even by the mass 
of creditors themselves, 

Secondly, the acceptance of the proposition will result in a 
pecuniary loss to the State (over our own adjustment) of not 
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loss than ($2,280,000) two million and a quarter of dollari: 
As this calculation differs from that of the Governor, we submit 
it thus: ; : 

The amount of bonds how in the Treasury of the United 
States. oes a es CE we wees FEET sose osos vets ¢e - $5,000,006 
Interest on same to 1st-of January, 855. s. «1,250,000 
Premium on same ät 10 per cent........%7......500,008 
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Total. ... Sr rae ee ee dens. Date .... $6,750,000 
Deduct total Revenue Debt of Texas, including interest to 
Istof daly, (890 cresd eset ees sale eeeen AAO 0G 
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Balance against Tegas 2.2... 06 .ccc eee es. 82,282,244 

This isthe amount which we contend Texas loses in money 
by the operation, to say nothing o the amount due het on 
account of Indian deprédations, which she releases by the ac- 
ceptance. Of the justice of this claim we prutess to know but 
little; ‘but we are forced to the conclusion that there is some 
justice in it, or Gen. Thos. J. Rusk would not have urged it 
so strongly before the United States Sendte. Gen. Rusk says 
the United States justly owes Texas three millions eight hun: 
dred thousand dollars, for money expended by Texasin defeiid: . 
ing herselfagainst the American Indians, when the United 
States was bound by treaty stipulations to protect her against 
them. Now, ifthis-be so, our loss would be much greater, 
for by adding this amount to that above, we lose in round 
numbers ($6,332,244) six million three hundred and thirty-two 
thousand two hundred and forty-four dollars, as a loss Lo Texas, 
by the acceptance of the proposition of Congress. 

We know that it has been said, and will doubtless be re- 
iterated, that we should accept the proposition to get rid of legis- 
lation upon the subject. Now if this were so, and the aet- 
cepting of the Bill would be a finality, it would be much to 
commend it to the favorable consideration of the Legislature’ 
but we cannot view it in this light—many of the creditors, 
we have reason to believe, are not satisfied with this settle 
ment. Mr. Hamilton, who represents a large amount of our 
liabilities, has, in his circular to theother creditors, given us 
good grounds fur believing that he isnot. satisfied, but still he 
urges the acceptance by Texas. “For if,” says he, (when 
speaking to the creditors) “the act is accepted by Texas, our 
pro-rata amounts of 78 cts. to the dollar will be passed to` our 
credit in the treasury of the United States, and we will not 
be required to file the releases until we receive the money.” 
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Now, fom: this, is it not fair to suppose that he wit no? file the 
releases, but will (having his pro rata secure in the Treasury 
of the United States,) return to Texas with the same old cry of 
repudiation and good faith, and ask the Legislatere to make good 
the difference between the pro rata and face value of his claims, 
which he says Texas or the United States must aiid will eventu- 
ally pay. And will there not be some justice in granting relief 
in many instances; for instance, under our adjustment we pay a 
‘Jarge proportion of our liabilities at 70 cents to the dollar, while 
we award to. another class but 25 cent to the ‘dollar,’ By the 
acceptance of this act we allow a leveling law, or pay all ‘the 
same pro rata—or, in other words, we increase that class scaled 
to 25 cents, fifty-three cents on its face, while that scaled at 70 
cents ib increased but eight cents on its face value. Now will 
not the person holding the class scaled at 70 cents say, (and that 
too with some plausibility).that you have, by this re-adjustment, 
done me injustice—yon have said by your adjustment that you 
owed me 70 cents on the dollar, and that you owed another class. 
but 25 cents on the dollar; now if this was correct, you have, by. 
your act, permitted me to be wronged, as both of us claimed that 
youowed us the face value of our claims, and therefore you 
should give me relief, at least to the same extent or per centage 
that you allowed to be paid to the class scaled at 25 cents to the 
dollar—and thus would, we believe, be entailed upon us a system. 
of Tegislation, theend of which we cannot comprebend. 

We-are clearly of the opinion that the best, most speedy and. 
equitable way to settle the question ìs to adhere strenuously to. 
the system of adjustment adopted by the Legislature of 1848, as. 
it is just, equitable and rightin principle, and should we now 
abandon it, we fear th:t it will be said of Texas that she attempt- 
ed to defrand her creditors, but the United States would.not al- 
low her to doso. ` 

For these, and many other reasons which might be adduced, 
we hope the Senate will concur in the suggestions of the Com- 
mittee—all of whiéh is respectfully submitted. 

M. D. K. TAYLOR, Chairman of Com, on Public Debt. 
JAMES ARMSTRONG. ) 
J. W. McDADE, 
JEFF. WEATHERFORD, } . 
W. T. SCOTT, | Majority of Com. on Public Debt. 
JONATHAN RUSSELL, : 

‘On motion of Mr Millican, the rule was suspended, and one 
hundred. copies of the report and bill were ordered to be printed. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on pubtie lands, to which 
was referred a bill to. secure the right of redemption in lands sold 
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under execution, reported that a majority of the. committee 
recommended its passage. 

Mr Scott, ‘chairman of the committee on public lands, to 
which was referred a bill to investigate certain void and -for- 
feited titles, reported a substitute therefor, and recommended its 
passage. - 

Mr Hill, from thé committee on private dand claims, to whieh- 
was referred a bill for the relief of James Af, Robison , reported 
the same back and recommended its rejection, for the reason that 
Mr Robinson emigrated to Texas in the year 1842, after the laws 
granting lands had expired by their own limitation, and is not 
entitled to relief, 

Mr Hill also made the following report : 

The committee on private land claims have considered a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of John P. Rehers, and kave instructed 
me to report: That said Rohers emigrated to, and settled 
in Texas previous to thé Declaration of Independence, 
and remaiued in Texas unti) his death, leaving a family of 
children, all minors, who have ever since continued to reside in 
the country; that neither the decedent in his life time, or his 
heirs since his death, have ever received any land from ‘the Re- 
public or State of Texas, The committee are of opinion, that 
the heirs of said Rohers are entitled to the leagne and labor now 
sought to bə obtained, and have instructed me to retura the bill 
to the Senate, and recommend its passage. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the committee on private 
land claims, to which was referred the petition of William Win- 
gate, asking for one third of a league of land ag his headright, 
reported a bill for his relief, which was read first time. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, made the following reports ; . 

The committee on private laud claims, to “which was referred 
a bill for the relief of George R. Rains, have had the same before 
thern, and are of opinion that the refusal of the board of land 
commissioners of the county of his residence to grant him a 
league and labor of land as the head of a family, is the best evi- 
dence before the committee that he was only ‘entitled to 1280 
avres, which by his own showing he has obtained. The com- 
mittee therefore, in the absence of any other reason than tha 
Nari appears upon the papers, recommend the rejection of the 

il 

The committee on private land claims, to which was referred 
the petition of Rosanna Ripley, have had ‘the same under consrd- 
eration, and have come to the conclusion that the relief prayed 
for ought not to be granted, for the reason that there is no show- 
ing that her husband, John Lane, had not received land in his 
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life time, nor. is there any evidence” that she has not, either in 
her own right, or the right of her second husband, one Ripley, 
of whom, or whose whereabouts your committee have no infor- 
mation; they therefore ask that the relief prayed for be not 
granted, ieee i 

The committee on privaté land claims, to which was referred 
the petition.of Isabella Wingate and Joha Collins, asking for 
the change of a land patent fromthe name of Edwin Wingate to 
Edward Wingate has been examined, and your committee are of 
opinion that as the parties have their remedy in the courts of the 
county, the relief prayed for ought not to be asked, nor granted 
.by the Legislature. 

The committee on private land claims have had_a bill for the 
relief of Gideon G. Williams before them, asking an amendment 
of the act of the last session of the Legislature, known as the 
¢¢ Omnibus Bill,” so as to change the issueof a certificate author- 
ized by that act, from “the heirs of James D. Jennings to Gid- 
eon G. Williams, assignee of James D. Jennings.” Your com- 
mittee are of opinion that the transfer by Jennings in his life 
time conveved no rightto Williams, because that transfer was for 
a certificate which was not recommended. The Legislature did 
grant to the heirs of James D. Jennings the quantity of land to 
which their father was entitied. Your committee therefore beg 
leave to leave the settlement of the question of title between 
Williams and Jenning’s heirs to the courts, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration ot the same. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, by leave, presented the petition of James 
Reson ; referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Armstrong, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens, respecting the Jandsin the German colony ; referred to 
committee 6n the judiciary. 

Mr Pirkey introduced a bill to reorganize the eighth judicial 
district, and define the time of holding the district court therein; 
read first time. - 

Mr Taylor of Cass introduced a bill explanatory of the four- 
teenth section of an act to provide for the construction of the 
Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road—approved Dec. 21st, 1853 
read first time. 7 

Mr Scarborough introduced a bill for the relicfof Francis M. 
Campbell ; read first time. l 

On motion of Mr Bryan, Mr Palmer was excused from attend- 
ance on account of indisposition. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to prevent hunting by fire light—together with the 
report of the committee on State affairs offering amendments 
thereto, were read and amendments adopted. 
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Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment: Strike out 
“ double damages” in second section, and insert “ double the 
yalue of tbe property killed or injured”—adopted. 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, moved to amend the bill by striking out 
& his or her enclosure,” and inserting “‘ his or her lands”—lost. 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, moved to amend by striking out “ or 
other wild beasts ” and inserting ‘ or other game”—adopted. 

Mr Scott offered the following amendment: “ That nothing 
contained in this act shall be construed to prevent persons from 
hunting with fire, provided he shall not use a gun or other fire 
arms”—adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of the State of Texas, read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Taylor, of Cass, referred to the committee on education. . 

A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of bounty 
and donation land warrants to persons entitled to the same— 
read second time and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

House bill to create the county of Parker, read first time. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on public 
Lands. a 

House bill to incorporate the town of Cameron, in the coun- 
ty of Milam—read first time. 

House bill authorizing the judge.of the third judicial district 
to hold a term of said court in Coryell county on the fourteenth 
Monday after the Ist Monday in September, 1855—read fist 
time. i 

House bill to legalize the creation of Vanzandt county—read 
rst time. 

House bill to make valid surveys made by the county sur- 
veyor of Vanzandt county —read first time. k 

À bill supplementary to “an act to establish-and incorporate 
the College of De Kalb,” approved Jan’y 26th, 1839—read. 

On. motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the bill was amended by 
adding “ provided, that this act shall not affect the interest ot 
third parties.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to amend an. act to provide for the construction of the 
Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road—read, and on motion of Mr 
Taylor, of Cass, made the special order of the day for Tuesday 
the 4th day of Dec., at 11 o’clock. 

A bill more particularly to define the Western boundary line 
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ef Milam land District—read, andon motion of Mr Taylor, of 
Fannin, made the special order of the day for Wednesday next, 
at 11 o’clock. Yen a. 

A bill te preventthe carrying of concealed weapons, together 
with the report of the committee on the judiciary offering asub- 
stitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted and bill ordered 
to be engrossed. | | 

A bill fer the relief of Joseph Luce and David Luce, and 
the heirs of John Luse, and the heirs of Abb Luce, Sr, and the 
-heirs of Abb Luce, Jr.—read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to create the county of Wise—read, and on motion of 
Mr Allen, laid on the table. a 

À bill to ereate the county of Ceomanche—read and ordered 
to be engrossed. l 

A bill to create the county of Erath—read and ordered to be 
engrossed. a 7 E o" 

_ A bill to incorporate the town of Chappell Hill—read and - 
ordered to be engrossed. se a 

A bill to amend an act to raise revenue by direct taxation— 
read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A bill to incorporate the Lake Creek bridge and turnpike 
company—read second time, and on motion of Mr Grimes, re- 
terred to-the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Hervey. Whiting—read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the com- 
mittee on elaims and accounts. 3 , 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of A P Cunningham—read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Caldwell, referred to the 
committee on publie lands. o 

A bill for the relief of James Hall—read second time andon 
motion of Mr Caldwell, referred tothe committee on claims and 
accounts.  - 

A bill to.change the name of Martha R Eppinger, to Martha 
R Bonner—read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. — - 

A bill relating to the duties of assessors and collectors of 
Taxes—read second time and on motion of Mr Superviele, re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill te procure from Mexico the original archives, orders, 


_ decrees, laws. rules, regulations, &c.—read second time, and 
: ou motion of Mr Superviele referred to the committee on State 
alfairs, ` 


A bill to incorporate to city ot Marshail—read second time, 
n 34 
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and on motion of Mr Scott; referred to the committee on 
State affairs. - : 

A bill to create the 18th judicial district—read second time, 
-and on motiun ot Mr Armstrong, referred to the committee on 
the judiciary. 7 cr 

A bill authorizing Glover Wells to construct a bridge across 
the east fork of Trinity river— read second time and: on motion 
of Mr Allen, referred to the committee on roads, bridges and 
ferries. 

A bill to define the limits of Bexar county—read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Superviele, referred to the commit- 
tee on counties and county boundaries. 

A bill to authorize William D Dillon to practice law—read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. | 

A bill for the relief of Alfred H Wiley—read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on the judiciary on joint reso- 
lutions to provide for the amendment of 31st seetion of 7th Ar- 
ticle of the Constitution, read—Mr Armstrong submitted the 
following minority report : : 

The judiciary committee to which was referred an amend- 
ment to the Constitution proposed by the Senator from Wil- 
liamson, to wit: > | : i 

“No corporate body, sole or aggregate, shall hereafter be or 
exist with banking or diseounting powers or privileges and the 
issuing, circulating or uttering bills, checks, promissory notes 
or other paper to circulate as money, is hereafter prohibited, 
and that sections 80 and 82 of Artiele 7, is hereafter,” abro- 
gated,” have considered the proposed amendment, and a ma- 
jority of said committee have reported unfavorably, but a mi- 
nority of the same committee urge the adoption of the same, be- 
cause that this amendment being intended in place of said 30 
and 32 sections, which we consider insufficient as they are to 
effect the object. . 

Section 30 reads thus: “No corporate body shall hereafter 
be created, renewed or extended with banking or distounting 
privileges.” This does not entirely reach those who claim to 
have had such privileges at the time of the adoption of the con- 
stitution, and it is- contended that an institution now in the ex- 
ercise of these privileges is-only enjoying a right previously 
vested, and is not interferred with, but protected by-the Con- 
stitution. Taking that view of the question, the Constitution 
must be amended, to prevént the further exervise of | exclusive 
privileges by that company. l 
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Szcriow 32 reads thus: “The Legislature shall prohibit, by 
law, individuais from issuing bilis, checks, promissory notes or 
- other paper to circulate as money.” It is contended that this 
section extends only to individuals isuing bills, &c., and not to 
a bank, and that a law passed punishing those persons would 
be to punish for the exercise of a previously vested right, which 
is provected under the Constitution, The consequence of leav- 
ing the Constitution as it is now, is to authorize one bank only 
to have.and enjoy the exclusive privilege uf banking in the 
State. Banking privileges should be extended to all who might 
desire or be entirely excluded. 

We, the minority of said committee, hold that no bank 
should exist in the State, and that no.speeial favors should be 
extended to any person, the same being at war with the princi- 
ples of a Republican Government. , 

We find that the authorities of the State are unable to pre- 
vent the exercise of the bauking privilege by the Commercial 
and Agricultural Bank and its agents, and the more effectually 
to prevent the exercise of such privilege, we believe the amend- 
ment is necessary. We believe that it was intended by the 
framers of the Constitution to allow no such exelusive privi- 
leges, and that they had so provided, but finding as we do that 
the Consitution is avoided by an ingenious canstruction, we 
hope that the amendinent will be adepted, and if adopted, will 
place the matter beyond dispute. 

JAMES ARMSTRONG. 
WM. H. MARTIN, 
R. H. GUINN, 
J. W. FLANAGAN, 

l ISAAC L. HILL. 

‘On motion ef Mr Armstrong, the bill and report were ‘aid 
_ on the table. 

/ iA bill for the proteetion of the Western Frontier, together 
with the report of the joint select committee thereon—read and 

on motion of Mr Hill made the special order.of the day for Fri- 
| day next, at 11 clock. 

A. bill to amend the act of Febrmmary 5th, 1841, entitled an 
act of limitations—read, and.on motion of Mr Armstrong, laid 
on the table. . . 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the Senate adjourned until Friday 
morning 9 o’clock. i 
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Fripay, November 30th, 1855. 

The Senate was ealled to order by the President pursnant to 
adjournment.: Prayer by the Chaplaid—roll called—quorum 
present. . i 

The Jourual of Wednesday was read and adopted. 

Mr Guinn, chairinan of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the town of Chappel Hill. 

A bill to create the county of Cammanche. 

A bill for the relief of Alfred H. Wiley. 

A bill to create the county of Erath. 

A bill ‘supplementary to an “act to establish and incorporate 
the College of DeKalb,” approved 26th January 1839 

A billto prevent the carrying of concealed weapons. 

A bill to prevent hunting by fire-light, and 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Luce and David Luce, and the 
heirs of John Luce, and the heirs of Abb Luce, sr, and the 
heirs of Abb Luce, jr. - 

Mr Martin presented the memorial of the Texas Central Rail 
Road Company; referred to the committee on Internal In- 

rrovements. ~> ` 

Mr Hill presented the petition of the members of the county 
Court of Fayette county, fur a modification of the school law: 
referred to the committee on education. 

Mr Hill also presented the memorial of the Trustees of the 
“ Texas Orphan Asylum ”—reterred to the committee on Fi- 
bance. | 

Mr Potter presented the memorial of Memucan Hunt; refer- 
red to the committee on Public debt. l 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of Abel Adams, R. ©. 
Doom and F. Wm. Eddy, administrators of tlie estate of S. II. 
Everett; referred to the committee on private land elaims, 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of ©. R. Perry; refer- 
red to the committee on private land claims. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which were referred a bill to change the time of holding the 
District Courts in the 10th and 14th Judicial Districts, and a 
bill to authorize William D. Dillon to practice law, reported 
the same back and recommended their passage. 

Mr Potter, from the same committee, to which were referred 
& bill to regulate the time of holding the Courts in the sixth Ju- | 


188 


dicial District, and a Dill to legalize certain surveys lying be- 
tween the counties of Bastrop and Burleson, reported substitute 
therefor, and recommended their adoption and passage. 

Mr Potter, from the same committee, reported back a bill to 
create the 17th Judicial District ofthe State of Texas, and to 
define the time of holding the District Courts therein, and re- 
commended its passage after amending it by striking out the 
8th and 9th sections.. 

Mr Potter also made the following reports : ; 

The Judiciary committee have examined a Joint Resolution 
proposing to amend the 8rd section of the 10th Article of the 
Constitution, so as to give the Legislature control over the lands 
which have been or may be granted to the counties for school 
purposes, and find that there is now pending before the Seuate 
a like proposition, which has been recommended by the com- 
mittee. ‘The committee therefore direct ine to return the joint 
yesolution to the Senate, and recommend that it be laid upon 
the table. 

The Judiciary committee have considered a bill to authorize 

‘the District Courts of the State to hear’ and determine claims 
and accounts against the State, and a majority of the commit- 
tee are of the opinion that the bill proposed would open the 
Courts tothe adjudication and allowance of a class of claims 
which have not, atany time in our history, been considered as 
valid claims against the State, nor have they, as your commit- 
tee believe, ever been lo.ked upon with favor or allowed by 
any other Government. It may be true that some of the 
claims intended to be acted upon under the provisions of the 
bill, are meritorious, but the committee are of the opinion that 
the District Courts are not the proper tribunals for the adjudi- 
cation of such claims. The committee therefore, direct ine to 
return the bill tothe Senate and recommend that it be laid np- 
on the table. 

Mr Superviele, from the committee on counties and county 
boundaries, to which was referred a bill to define the limits of 
Bexar county, reported the same back and recommended its 
passage. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, Mr Hord was excused from 
attendance on account of sickness. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a bill relating to the duties of Assessors and Col- 
lectors of taxes, reported the same back and recommended its 
‘passage. 

Mr Grimes made the following report: 
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The committee on Finance, to whieh was 1eferredé the pe- 
tition of Ira B. Dement, praying for relief, have examined the 
evidence, from which it appears that petitioner served in the 
Aimy of Texasas Armorer and blacksmith, from the bth day 
of October 1835, until the 12th day of March 1836,—that he 
found his own shop and tools, and paid his own board during 
the said time. ‘These facts being proved to the satisfaction of 
your conrmittee, and their being no showing of rècords that Mr 
Dement has ever receitved any pay, your committee submit 
the accompanying bill for his relief'and recom mend its pass- | 


age. ` 
“A bill for the relief of Ira B. Dement ; read first time. 

Mr Grimes, chairman ofthe eommittee on Finance, to which 
was referred the petition of John T. Dillard, reported the fol- 
lowing bill and recommended its pasaage: i 

A bill to restore land sold for taxes and purchased by the 
State, to the former owners, upon certain eonditions; read first 
time. 

Mr Millican, chairman of the committee on roads, bridges and 
ferries, to which were referred a bill authorizing Glover Wells: 
to construct a bridge across the East Fork of Trinity river, and 
a bill authorizing William M. Lee and others, to construct a 
bridge across the East Fork of Trinity, at or near Lee’s Ferry ; 
reported the same back and recommended their passage. 

Mr Millican, from the same committee, to which was refer- 
red a bill supplementary to an act entitled an act authorizing 
and requiring the county Courts to regulate roads, appoint ’ 
overseers, &e, reported the same back and recommended its 
passage, after amending it by striking out the second section. 

Mr Guinn, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a bill to change the name of Martha R. Eppinger, 
to Martha R. Bonner, reported the same back and recommen- 
ded its passage. 

Mr Martin, from the committee on State affairs, to which 
was referred a bill to incorporate the city of Marshall, reported 
the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the committee ou Internal Im- 
provements, to which was referred a bill to incorporate the Iron, 
Steel and Copper Manufacturing, Mining and trading Com- 
pany, reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr Flanagan also made the following report: 

we The committee on Internal Improvements, have had before 
them a bill to repeal an act entitled an act to provide -for the 
construction of the Mississippi and Pacifie Rail Road, and a 
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majority of the committee instruct me to report the same back 
and recommend its passage, for the following reasons: | 
The said bill reserved a large and valuable portion of the. 
public domain lying directly in the heart of the State, running 
across the same from Hast to West. Your committee find that 
settlers ate now occupying this territory in violation of law, 
and he who Las his own Headright or a donation warrant for 
having fought the battles of his country, at San Jacinto, or else- 
where, cannot locate on the same, and that there is legislation 
now sought to approve the settlement of the occupants to the 
exclusion of the locator. This your committee look upon as 
unjust, and seems to be a bid for illegal and immoral acts upon 
the part of the settler; and all must know that course of policy 


' will ultimately lead to confusion and much legislation, in pass- 


ing acts from time to time, giving to the occupant his settle- 
ment, as has been the course of legislation from the earliest pe- 
riod of Texas. Again, your committee are of the opinion that this 
is the proper time to repeal said charter, in as much as there are 
no vested rights havirg accrued to any company—no deposit’ 
having been made as contemplated by the act. Your committee 
further state that they are, each and all of them, very anxious to 
have such a road built,and when a responsible company shall 
ask a charter for that grand purpose, it is believed and hoped it 
will be instantly granted. All of which is most respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public debt, 
to which was referred the petition of Wm. Cravens, Wm, M. 
Hewitt, sr, and Mercer Fane, reported the same back and asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 

Mr Seott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
which was referred a bill to confirm titles in the colonies of 
Austin and. DeWitt, reported a substitute for the same and re- 
commended its adoption and passage. 

Mr Scott also made the following report : 

The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred a bill 
creating the county of Parker, have had the same under con- 
sideration and recommend the following amendments, and the 
adoption of the same, and the passage of the bill: 1st amend- 
ment—Sitrike out the name “Lovejoy,” in the last line of third 


: section of the bill, and insert the name “ Weatherford.” 2nd 
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amendment—Strike out the words.“ Be it further enacted,” 
wherever they occur in the bill. 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill supplementary to an Act 
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entitled “an Act to incorporate the town of LaGrange in the 
county of Fayette ;” and joint resolution relating to the votes 
of Senators Rusk and Houston on the Kansas-Nebraska Aet— 
onginising in the House. 

r Taylor, of Houston, introduced- a bill for the relief of S 
A Miller, assignee of David Speers; read first time. l 

Mr Scott introduced a bill to amend the Ist section of an Act 
to provide tor the appointment of patrols, and to prescribe their 
duties and powers; read first time. , 

Mr Grimes introduced a joint. resolution proposing amend- 
ments to the Constitution ; read first time. 

Mr White intrcduced a joint resolution relative to the ad- 
journment of the Legislature until the 1st day of June, 1856, 

Mr Superviele introduced a bill to create the county of Atas- 
cosa ; read first time. 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill for the relief of James M 
Day; and a bill for the relief of Simon Cockrill, John Neill and 
Creed Taylor—each read first time. 

Mr Maveriek introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Benjamin R Milam—read firsttime. 

On motion of Mr Maverick, the rule was suspended—bill read 
second time, and referred to aselect committee. 

Messrs Maverick, Taylor, of Cass, and Caldwell, were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

Mr Russell introduced a bill for the relief of Henry Stont— 
read first time. 

Mr Trnit introduced a bill for the relief of Mercer Fain an 
William M Hewitt—read first time. i ‘ 

Mr Hill offered the following resolution : “ Resolved, that the 
committee on Internal Improvements be, and they are hereby in- 
structed, to enquire into the expediency and prapriety of creating 
the office of State Engineer, and of making the same a perma- 
nent office of this State, and that they report by bill, or other- 
wise”—adopted. 

| ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Fannin, a bill to create the coun- 
ty of Wise, was taken from the table and read. _ 

On motion of Mr Allen the bill was amended by striking ent 
* Wiseville” and inserting “Taylorville”—the bill was then or- 
dered to be engrossed. a 

The motion to reconsider the vote which refused to engross a 
bill for the relief of the heirs and assignes of Thomas Williams, 
was then taken from the table—vote reconsidered, and bill order- 
ed to be engrossed. . 


137 


A bill for the protection of the western frontier, together with 
‘the report of joint select committee, offering a substitute therefor, 
- was, on motion of Mr Caldwell, made the special order of the day 

for Wednesday next. 
THE MOTION TO REJECT. 

A bill to establish a code of civil proceedure for the State of 
Texas, was on motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, made the special 
order of the day, for Tuesday next. 

A bill to prevent hunting dy fire-light—read third time. 

Mr Martin offered the following amendment: “Provided, that 
the frontier counties shail be exempt from the provisions of this 
pill.” . . 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Fannin, the amendment was laid 
on the table. . 

Mr Martin offered the following amendment, add to 2d sec- 
tion: “or in going to and from his enclosure.” 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the amendment was laid 
on the table. . 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Millican, Potter, 
Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass. Taylor of Fannin, 
Taylor of Houston, Weatherford, Whitaker, White -and Wren, 

22, Nays—Messrs Allen, Burroughs, Lott, Martin, Pirkey, 
€carborough and Truit 7. ; 

A bill snpplementary to “an act to establish, and incorporate 
the College of Dekalb,” approved 26th, Jany., 1839—read third 
time, and paseed by the following vote : 

Yxras—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Pirkey, 
Po-ter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Taylor, of Cass, Whitaker 
and White, 20. Nays—Messrs Burroughs, Maverick, Millican, 
Superviele, Taylor, of Fannin, Taylor, of Houston, Truit and 
Wren 8. 

The following bills were severally read a third time, and pass- 
ed—viz: A bill to prevent the carrying concealed weapons. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Luce and David Luce, and the 
heirs of John Luce, and the heirs of Abel Luce, sr., and the heirs 
of Abel Luce, jr. . 

A bill to create the county of Erath. 

A bill to create the county of Commantche. 

A bill for the relief of Alfred H Wiley, and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Chappel Hill. 

A bill to secure the right of redemption in lands .sold’ under 
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der execution—read, and on motion of Mr White, referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. i ; 

A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
counties—read, and on motion of Mr Potter, made the order of 
the day, for Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock. 

A bill for the relief of Francis M Campbell—read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Scarborough, referred to the committee on 
the judiciary. 

A billexplanatory of the 14th section of “anact to provide 
for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, 
approved, Dec. 21st, 1853—read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Taylor, of Cass, referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill to re-organize the eighth judicial district, and define 
the times of holding the district court therein—read second time, 
andon motion of Mr Pirkey, referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. . 

House bill, authorizing the judge of the third judicial district 
to hold a term of said court, in Corryelle county, on the 14th 
Monday after the ist Monday in September, 1855—read second 
time, and on motion of Mr McDade, referred to the committee 
on judicial districts. 3 

House bill to incorporate the town of Cameron, in the county 
of Milam—read second time,andon motion of Mr Taylor, of 
Cass, referred to the committee on counties, and county bounda- 
ries, 

House bill to make valid surveys, made by the county survey- 
or of Vanzandt county—read second time, and passed to a third 
reading. : 

House bill to legalize the creation of Vanzandt county—read 
second time, and passed toa third reading. 4 $ 

The report of thc eommittee on private land claims, où a bill 
for the relief of Gideon G Williams—read, and on motion of Mr 
Bryant, the report and bill were laid on the table. | 

The report of the committee on private land claims, on the pe- 
tition of Isahella Wingate—read, and on motion of Mr Martin, 
referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The repart of the committee on private land claims, ona bill 
for the relief of George R Rains, recommending the refusal of 
the prayer of the petitioner, was read and adopted - 

The report of the committee on private land claims on the pe- 
tition of Rosanna Ripley, recommending that the relief sought 
be not granted, was read and adopted. | 

A bill for the relief of John B Johnson—read, and ordered to 
be engrossed, = 

A. bill for the reliefof Radford Berry—read and ordered to be 
engrossed. i 
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A bill changing a portion of ihe boundary of the counties of 


Calhoun, Victoria and Refugio—re: d and ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to amend the 6th section of an act to incorporte the towns 
of Victoria, Goliad and Gonzales—read and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A bill prohibiting the commissioner of the general land of- 
fice issuing patents to the Texian emigration, and land company, 
for lands lying in Peters*colony—read,and on motion of Mr Mar- 
tin, moved the special order of the day, for Monday next, 

The report of the committee on the judiciary, on a bill to ere- 
ate the 16th judiciary district—read, and on motion of Mr Mar- 
tin, made the special order of the day, for Wednesday, the 5th 
December, 

The report of the committee on the judiciary, offering a substi- 
tute for two bills, relative to the acts of deputy clerks, was read, 
substitue adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to authorize the connty court of Dallas county to levy an 
additional tax, for the purpose of building a court honse—read 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to protect actual settlers—read second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr Flanagan, referred to the committee on private land 
claims. . ' l 

A bill to incorporate the Harrison manufacturing company— 
read second time, and on motion, of Mr Scott, referred to the 
committee on state affairs. l 

A bill to prescribe the time ‘of meeting of the Legislature— 
read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the 
committee on state affairs 

A bill for the relief of the heirs, and legal representatives of 
Dawson B Charlton decd—-read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Whitaker, referred to the committee on private land claims. 

A bill forthe reliefof George S Bledsoe—read second time 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Geo W Grover—read, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of John F Chairs—read and 


_ ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr Taylor, of Houston, Mr McCulloch was ex- 
cused from attendance on the Senate, until Wednesday next. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
-9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY, Dec. 1, 1835. 
‘The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. | 
Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum present. 
The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr Taylor, of Cass, presented the petition of the heirs of 
Martin Crow; referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 


Mr Whitaker presented the memorial of T J Rusk and James 


H Starr; reterred to the committee on Publie Lands. 


Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 


which was referred a bill to reorganize the 8th Judicial District, 
and define the times of holding the District Court therein, re— 
ported a substitute therefor, and recommended its adoption and 
passage. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report: | 

The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred the 
petition of James Lamb, have had the same under considera- 
tion and would, with respect, submit to the Senate that the 
following is in substance the facts of the case. That the pe- 
titioner emigrated to the Republic of Texas in the year 1839, 
and remained a citizen of said Republic until the year 1841, 
in which year he joined the Santa Fe expedition ; and was, 
whilst a member of said expedition, taken prisoner by the 
Mexican anthorities and marched on foot to different places in 
Mexico, and finally confined in prison, three months, in Perote; 
after being released, circumstances over which he had no con- 
trol, prevented him from returning to Texas. The comniittee 
believe that the fact of Mr Lamb being taken: prisoner and 
forced into prison in Mexico, should excuse him from comply- 
ing with the condition of three years continuous residence be- 
fore he could get his certificate for the land which he is entitled 
to as an emigrant, and therefore the committee report the ac- 
companying bill for bis relief and recommend its passage. 

Which was read first time. 

Mr Russell made the following report : | 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills and find them correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of George L Bledsoe. a 

A bill for the relief of Radford Berry. 
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A. bill to authorise the County Court of Dallas county ta levy 
an additional tax for the purpose of building a courthouse. 

A bill for the relief of John F Chairs. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Thomas 
Williams. : 

A bill for therelief of John B Johnson. 

A bill for the relief of George W Grover. 

And, a bill supplementary to an Act of Dec. 27, 1837, entitled 
an Act to authorise the Clerks of the several Courts to appoint. 
deputies, and requiring thein to keep their offices at the county 
seat, and to define the duty of deputy elerks. 

Mr Martin, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
fullowing report : 

The committee on the Judiciary have considered the petition 
of Micajah Bateman and Martha Bateman, to change the,names 
ot Martha McDonald and John McDonald, and finding that 
they have duly filed their statement in writing in the County 
Clerk’s office of Freestone county, as required by the law of 
January 16, 1850, they therefore report the accompanying bill 
and recommend its ona 

A bill to change the names of Martha. McDonald and John 
Melonald to that of Martha McDonald Bateman and John 
MeDonald Bateman; read first time. 

Mr Whitaker introduced a bill for the relief of Stephen F - 
Sparks; read first time. 3 

Mr Potter introduced a bill for the temporary relief of the 
Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad Company ; read 
first tinre. - 

Mr Martin introduced a bil to define the times of holding 
the District Courts in the 9th Judicial District; read first time. 

Mr Superviele introduced a bill authorizing the use of the 
Spanish language before Justices’ Courts, in certain cases, and 
in the connties west of the Guadalupe river; read first time. 

Mr Doave offered the following resolution : 

fiesolved, That the President of the Senate appoint a select 
eomunittee of three, to act in conjunction with the committee 
of seven appointed on the part of the Honse, to take into con- 
sideration the message of his Exeelleney, and accompanying 
documents, in regard to the investigation of land titles west of 
the Nueces river. Adopted. 

Messrs Doane, Palmer and Hill were appointed said com- 


' mittee. 


On motion of Mr Scott, the Chaplain was excused from at- 
tendance on the Senate during next week. 
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On motion ot Mr Grimes, a bill for therelief of John T Bai- 
ley, and a bill for the relief of Valentine T Dalton, were taken 
from the table and placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr Truit moved that the Senate adjourn until 10 o’clock 
Monday morning; lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Caldwell, Hill, Lott, McDade, Martin, 
Millican, Scarborough, Tayler, of Houston, Truit, White and 
‘Wren—12, | 

Nays—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Maverick, Pirkey, Potter, Russe:l, Scott, Superviele, Weather- 
ford and Whitaker—14. 

On motion of Mr Millican, the Senate adjourned until 9 
o’clock Monday morning. | 
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SENATE CHAMBER, 
Monday, Dec. 8rd, 1855. 

The Président called the Senate to order pursuant to adjourn- 
ment—roll called—quorum present. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr Guinn presented the petition of Charles Baldwin, 
assignee of G. B. Brownrigg; referred to committee on public 
lands. 

Mr Wren presented the petition of John C. Weaver; re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims. : 

Mr Truit presented the petition of sundry citizens of Shelby 
county ; referred to committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Sabine county, praying for an appropriation for the purpose of 
clearing out the obstructions in the Sabine river; referred to 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of ** Wesley Kirkpatrick ;” reported 
the same back to the Senate, and recommended that it be laid 
on the table. | 

Mr Potter, chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred A bill authorising the United States Marshal to use the 
jails of the counties of this State, reported a substitute there- 
for, recommended the adoption of the substitute, and passage 
of the bill. | | 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lands, to 
which were referred “a bill explanatory of the fourteenth sec- 
tion of an act to provide for the construction of the Mississippi 


and Pacific Rail Road—approved Des. 2ist, 1853, and “a bill 
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for the relief of Andréw P. Cunningham; reported the same 
back, and recommended their passage. 

Mr Martin, from the committee on State affairs, to which 
was referred “a bill to incorporate the Harrison manufacturing 
company ;” reported the same back, and recommended its 
_passage. | 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bilis, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed. 

“ A bill to amend the sixth section of an act entitled, an act 
to incorporate the t-wns of Victoria, Goliad, and Gonzales.” 

“ A bill changing the boundaries of Calhoun, Victoria, and 
Refugio counties.” 

- And “4 bill creating the county of Wise.” | 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had appointed Messrs. Crosby, Latham, 
Ochiltree, Williams of Lamar, Gaines, Sayles, and Cleveland 
of Liberty, a committee to act with alike committee of the 
Senate, as a joint committee, to investigate land titles West of 
the Nueces river. : 

“Mr Flanagan introduced a bill to incorporate the Henderson 
and State line Rail Road company; read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill to regulate the sale of spirituons 
liquors in the several counties of this State; read first time. 

Mr Wren introduced a bill for the relief of the young men 
of Lamar and Red River counties; read first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Resolution of Mr White to-adjourn on the 24th of December 
being the special order-of the day, was read. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following substitute : 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House concurring,) That the 
two Houses will adjourn on the fifteenth day of January next, 
to meet on the first Monday in July, 1856.” 

On motion of Mr Allen the resolution and substitute were 
laid on the table by the following vote : l 

Yuas—Messrs Allén, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Grimes, Guinn, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 
Scarborough Taylor of Fannin, and Weatherford—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Flanagan, Hill, Lott, Martin, 
Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, 
Truit, Whitaker, White, and Wren—14. 

Report of the Judiciary committee on “a bill prohibiting the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office issuing patents to 
the Texian emigration and land company, for lands lying in 
Peter’s colony” —made special order for to-day—was read. 
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On motion of Mr Armstrong, the report and bill were laid 
on the table. l i , 

A bill donating to actual settlers on vacant public domain, 
three hundred and twenty acres of land, being the special 
order for to-day; read. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, offered the following amendment to 
first section: Strike ont the word “individuals” and insert 
“free white persons, citizens of the United States or State of 
Texas, heads of families, or single persons over the age of 17 

"ears, l 

i Mr Potter moved to amend the amendment, by striking out 
all atter the words, “free white persons ;” adopted by the fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lott, MeDace, Maverick Palmer, Pirkey, Petter, Russell, Scar- 
borough, Superviele, Taylor of Houston, Weatherford, Whita- 
ker, and Wren—18. l 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan Caldwell, Flannagan, Hill, Martin, 
Pedigo, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, and 
White—11. | 

On motion of Mr Bryan the amendment was amended by in- 
serting alter the words “free white persons,” the words “ now 
citizens of Texas.” ‘The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Bryan offered the following amendment to first section : 
After the words * public domain ” in the third line, insert “not 
included within the Pacific Railroad reservation.” Rejected by 
the following vote: ` 

Yeras—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Grimes, Hill, 
McDade, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor of Fannin, and Whitaker—14. j 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, 
Martin, Pedigo, Potter, Russell, Searborough, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren—16. 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment to end of the 
fourth section: “ Provided that this act shall only extend to 
persons who are citizens of the State at the time of the passage, 
and to those that have been naturalized, if foreigners, all of 
which, satfsfactory proef shall be made by the applicant before 
he obtain his pre-emption, as contemplated in this act.” Re- — 
jected by the following vote: 

Yeas — Messrs. Flanagan, Hill, Martin, Millican, and 
Truit—s. = 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrosg, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald- 
well, Doane, Grimes, Guinn, Lott, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, 
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Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superveile 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Weoatherford, Whitaker 
White, and Wren—25: 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment: Strike out all 
of section two, and.“ 320” wherever it occurs-in the bill, and 
insert “160,” 

On motion:of Mr Weatherford,.the amendment was laid on 
the table by the following vote: . ss 
Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, 
kott, Martin, Maverick, Pedigo,.Pirkey, Russell; Scarborough, 
Superviele, Taylor of Gass, Taylorof Houston; Trait, Weather- 

ford, and Wren—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan;. Barroughs, Caldwell; Grimes, Hill, 
McDade, Millican, Palmer,-Potter,.Scott,. Taylor of Fannin, 
Whitaker, and White—13. 

Mr Whitaker offered the folowing amendment: After the 
word.“ claimant’ in first seetion,.insert “on the payment of 
fitty cents into the ‘Treasury of ‘the State?” l 

On.motion of Mr-Lott the amendment was laid on the table 
by the following vote: 

Yzuas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Guinn, Lott, Mar- 
tin, Maverick,. Pedigo,. Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Taylor of Cass,.Taylor ofi Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Truit, 
Weatherford; and .Wren-—18. 

Nays — Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
| Grimes, MeDade, Millican, Pakner, Superviele, Whitaker, and 
| White—12.. < i 
| On motion of Mr Wėatkerford the bill was amended by in- 
| serting in second section, thirteenth line, after the word “ sur- 
| vey,” the following words: “ any amount not to exceed.” 
| Mr Weatherfod offered the following amendment: In third 
section, nineteenth line, after the word “ within,” insert “sixty 
| days after such file, a deseription of his or her claim, with the 
| county or district surveyor, and ”—adopted. 
| Mr Palmer offered the following. amendment: add to section 
frst, “ Provided that no settlement or survey shall be made be 
virtue of any pre-emption claim on any land previously titled, 
patented or located by legal certificate, or in any manner ex- 
empted by law from location.or survey ”—-adopted. 
| Mr Palmer offered the following amendment, to come in 
Boctween the eleventh and twelfth lines of section four. 
| “And that he or she was at the time of the passage of this 
act, a citizen of the State of Texas; ” adopted. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the bill was amended by, Sinking 
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out all after the word “ therefor,” in fifteenth line, section four, 
to the end of said section. 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment: add to section 
4, “and it shall be the duty of the county clerks to report quar- 
terly to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, a list of 
all pre-emption claims proven up according to the provisions of 
this act, together with such other information as may be re- 
_ quired by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, for 
the issnance of patents ;” adopted. l 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the bill was amended‘ by 
striking out the word “survey” in the seventh section, and in- 
serting the word settlement.” 

Mr Taylor of Cass offered the following amendment, to come 
in after the word “ Act,” on second page. l l 

“ And he or she shall also swear that they have not heretofore 
received any lands under the provisions of this act.” 

Mr Potter moved to amend Mr Taylors amendment by 
adding, “or the act donating 160 acres of the public domain 
to actual settlers—approved Feb. 13th, 1854;” carried, and 
the amendment as amended—adopted. 

Mr Hill offered the following amendment: 

“Sro. S. That all free white persons who are now actually 
residing in the State of Texas, or who may become residents 
thereof before the first day of January 1857, and who actually 
served a campaign in the army of Texas prior to the 29th day 
of Dec. 1845, and was honorably discharged from such service, 
or who shall prove by two credible witnesses that he was actu- 
ally in the service as a member of the Texas army for the term 
of fourteen days, or was actually engaged in a battle with the | 
Mexicans or Indians in defence of the late Republic of Texas 
shall be entitled to a donation of 320 acres of Land, withou 
regard to any bounty or donation of land they may have here- 
tofore received, and without being required to make actual 
settlement on the land. 

Provided that all persons claiming under this section shall 
prove before the chief justice of the county in which he resides, 
that he is a bona fide citizen of Texas at the time of such ap-J 
plication. ; ‘ 

And in caption, strike out the words “on vacant publie 
domain.” 

Mr Russell moved the previous question. oe 

Un motion of Mr Palmer the Senate adjourned until to-mor'] 
row morning at 9 o’clock. ; 
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ate | Tuzspay, Dee. 4th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. 

oll called—guoram present—the journal of yesterday read 
‘and adopted. | 

Mr McDade presented the memorial of C. J. Stockbridge; 
referred to the committe on Private Land Claims. a 

Mr Martin presented the memorial of Jao S Cowan; refer- 
red to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of Henry. Seaburn; referred 
- to the committee on Pyivate Land Claims. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following reports: 

“The Judiciary. committee have considered a “bill to be ens 
titled an act to establish a court for the investigation of claims 
against the State of Texas,” and direct me to return the same 
to the Senate, and recommend that it do not pass. A majori- 
ty of the committee are of the opinion thatthe advantage to the 
State or to the @laimants against the State, to be derived from 
the creation of such a court are not sufficient to warrant the 
expenditure which would necessarily be attendant upon its or- 
ganization. Under the provisions of the bill the cost to the 
State, for the salaries of the Judges and officers alone, would 
amount to thirteen thousand eight hundred dollars, per annum.” 

“The Judiciary committee have considered a “bill to be en- 
titled an act to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of 
Bounty and Donation Land Warrants to persons entitled to the 
same,” and direct me to report the same back to the Senate, and 
recommend its passage. It is supposed and confidently believed 
that many frauds have been committed to the great prejudice of 
the State, under the provisions of the law proposed to be re- 
pealed, and a majority of the committee are of the opinion 
that some other means than those pointed out by the present 
law should be devised for proving up and issuing bounty and 
donation land warrants to such as may be entitled to them.” 

_ Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report: l 

“The committee on Public Lands have considered the peti- 
tion of “John S Price,” an emigrant of Mercer’s colony, now a 
citizen of Kaufman county; and a majority of said committee 
have instructed me to report a bill amending the first section 
of “an act for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony,” 
approved 2nd February, 1850. The committee believe that 

y passing the act proposed by them, the relief prayed for in 
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Mr Prieg’s petition will be granted, and perhaps the provisions 
of the act may also reach other meritorious emigrants in like 
situation—bill read first time. : 

Mr Pirkey, from the Judiciary committee, made the follow- 
ing report: | 

“The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a “resolu- 
tion requiring us to enquire into the expediency of so amending 
the Constitution of the State of Texas as to give appellate ju- 
risdiction to the District Court trom judgments of Justices of 
the Peace, have instructed me to report the accompanying 
joint resolution, and recemmend its passage.” 

Joint resolution proposing an amen@ment to the Tth section 
of the 14th article of the Constitution—read first time. 

Mr Allen introduced a bill to create the county of Caddo— 
read first time. | ot 

Mr Scott introdueed a bill to amend the 4th section of an 
act regulating and restricting the sale of spiritaous liquors, ap- 
proved February Iith, 1854—read first time. | 

Mr Palmer introduced a bill supplemental tothe act of March 
13th, 1848, entitled an act better defining the marital rights of 
persons—read first time. - 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended—bill 
read 2nd time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Superveile introduced a bill to incorporate the city of 
San Antonio—read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Superveile, rule was suspended—bill read 
2nd time, and referred to committeeon Judiciary. 
Mr White introduced a bill to quiet land titles—read ‘first 
time. | 

Mr Martin introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of B. 
Y. Gillen, deceased—read first time. | 

Mr Hill introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of T. M 
Mayher—read first time. 

Mr Palmer introduced a joint resolution, proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution—read first time. 

Mr Doane introduced a bill for the relief of Simeon Hart— 
read first time. ` | 

Mr Millican (by leave) presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of the county of Robertson—referred to the committee on . 
nternal Improvements. | 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill, originating in the House, 


for the relief of A. W. O. Hicks, judge of the 5th Judicial 
District. 4 
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-© ORDERS OF THE DAY : 

_ A bill donating to actual settlers on vacant Public Domain, 
three hundred and twenty acres of land being under consider- 
ation on yesterday, when the Senate adjonrned, taken up. | 

Mr Russell introduced his motion for the previous question. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the amendment offered by Mr 
Hill on yesterday, was amended by inserting after the word 
‘tpersons,” the words “their heirs or legal representatives.” 

The amendment was then rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, McDade, Millican, Whitaker, 
and White, 12. 

Nays—Meéssrs. Allen, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Pal- 
mer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Su- 
ferveile, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weather- 
ford and Wren, 18. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following amendment as an 
additional section : 

“Sec. 8. That all moneys, paid to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, under the provisions of this act, shall be 
by him paid over (quarterly) to the State Treasurer, who shall 
place the same to the credit of the common school fund— 
adopted. - | 

Mr Caldwell offered the following amendment: Strike out 
“25,” in the 16th line 2nd section, and: insert “50.” Strike out 
“25” in the 26th line 4th section, and insert “50”—rejected. 

On motion of Mr-Palmer, the bill was amended by striking 
out “citizens,” in the Ist and 4th section, and inserting “resi- 
dents.” 

Mr Millican offered the following amendment: “The provis- 
ions of this bill shall extend to those who emigrated to Texas 
prior to 1822, and that they shall be entitled to all pre-emp- 
tion privileges contemplated by this act?’—rejected. 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment: 

Sec. 9. That this act bein force from and after its passage, 
and to continue for two years only open to location and settle- 
ment. l 

Mr Millican moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
“two years,” and inserting “one year”—lost—the amendment 
was then rejected. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the vote which rejected the amend- 
ment offered by Mr Flanagan, was reconsidered. 

Mr Potter offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment : “That no person shall acquire any benefit under the pro- 
Visions of this act, unless such person shall settle upon and 
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commence to improve the land sought to be acquired by him 
or her within two years after the passage of this act, and this 
act shall be in force from and after its passage—adopted. _ 

Mr Millican moved to strike out all after “Land” in 14th 
line of second section. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the amendment was laid on 
the table. : 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Ma- 
verick, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weath- 
erford and Wren, 18. : l 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Hill, McDade, Millican, Palmer, Whitaker and 
White, 12. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the report of the Judiciary 
committee on a bill prohibiting the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office issuing patents tothe Texan emigration com- 
pany, tor lands lying in Peters’ colony, was taken from the ta- 
ble, and placed among the orders of the day. 

Mr Palmer was excused from the committee to investigate 
land titles west of the Neuces River, and Mr Taylor of Hous- 
ton, appointed in his stead. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- . 
ate that the House had appeinted Messrs. Throckmorton, Smith 
of Harris, Williams of Lamar, Parker ‘of Anderson, and 
Reeves, a select committee on the Milam claim, also transmits 
mitting a message from the Governor with accompanying doc- 
uments. . 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting a 
communication in writing. 

On motion of MrGrimes, the message of the Governor trans- 
mitted through the Honse with accompanying documents, was 
referred to the committee on Printing. = 

Lhe report of the committee on Public Lands on a bill to 
provide for the investigation of land titlesin certain counties 
recommending the passage of the same, made the special order 
for to-day, was taken up, and on motion of Mr Lott, postponed 
until Friday, 7th inst. 

The Report of the committee on Internal Improvements, on 
a bill to amend an act to provide for the construction of the 
Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, together with a minority re- 
port from the committee, made special order for to-day, was 
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„aken up, and on motion of Mr Lott made the special order 
. for Monday next, 10th inst. | 


On motion of Mr Palmer, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o'clock, : 


_ Wepnespay, Deo. 5th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to parumane sol fe avon present. The Journal of 
yesterday was read‘and. adopted, 

Mr Armstroie presented the petition ot “ James Pettigru” 
and “Rusk’ Jamison,” referred to the committee on Private 
Land claims:**” eth peta . 

Mr Palmer presented the petition of J. A. Taylor, referred to 
the committee dn tie Judiciary. 

Mr Hillsprésént&d the petition of Francis Mayher, referred to 
the committeé‘on' Private Land claifhs. 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of John Tanner, referred 
to the committee on Private Land-claims. . 

Mr Russell from the committee on engrossed Bills, reported 
“a Bill donating to the actual settlers on vacant public domain 
three hundred and twenty acres of Land” correctly engrossed, 

Mr Armstrong, chairman of the committee on counties and 
county boundaries, to which was referred “a bill to incorporate the 
town of Cameron in the county of Milam,” reported the same 
back and recommended its passage. 

Mr Traylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, to which was referred “a bill authorizmg-the Comptroller 
to issue certain Jost certificates of Stock on certain conditions,” 
reported the same back, and recomended, that the bill was a 
meritorious one, demanding legislative action, and that the same 

ass the Senate. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the same committee, to which 
was referred “a bill to authorize the Auditor and Comptroller, 
to audit Bond No. 164, of the LO per cent consolidted stock of 
Sth Feb. 1840,” reported the same back and recommended its 
| passage. 
| Mr Palmer, from the committee on Education, to which was 
referred “a bill to provide for the investment of the special school 
fund in the bonds of Rail Road companies incorporated by the 
State, made the following report. 

| Committees Room, 
December 4th, 1855. | 
- To the Hon. D.. O. Dickson, President of the Senate: 
The Committee on Edueation to which was referred a 
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Bill to be entitled an, Act to provide for the investment of the 
Special School Fund, in the Bonds of Rail Road Companies, 
incorporated by the State, have had the same wnder consider- 
ation, and have instructed me to report a substitute for th 
original Bill, and recommend its passage. 

By the provisions of this Bill, it is proposed to lean. from the 
Special School Fund of Two Millions of Dollars, the sum of 
six thousand dollars per mile to such Rail Roads, as shall com- 
plete and put in running order twenty-fiye. miles, and a like 
sum per mile for each consecutive seetién of ten miles, whith 
shall be completed thereafter; on which the Roads axe required. 
to pay annually an interest of six per eertt., for the. support of 
Schools. E ees 

The objeet is to provide for the Fund guch @ safe and per- 
manent investment as will yield an annual. interest for the 
support of Schools, and at the same time afford such immediate, 
encouragement to our Internal Improvements as the present 
limited means of the State will permit. - Texas is unable yet to. 
establish such a School Fund as the necessities of her citizens 
require, and at the same time meet publie expectation in giv- 
ng assistance to Rail Roads. But she may use her present. 
means on hand to great advantage, both for the benefit of 
Schools and Railroads, by pursuing the policy preseribed in the 
Bill presented. : 

The sum of two millions of dollars has already been set 
aside as a School Fund; but no friend of education, it is pre- 
sumed, would advise that this Fund should itself be appropri- 
ated and expended fur the support of Schools. Such a policy 
would very soon exhaust the Principal, and have nothing to 
operate upon. But if the Principal is invested or placed at 
interest, the Fund becomes a permanent one, yielding annually 
a support for such system of Schools as may be adopted. And 
it is believed that no permanent School System can ever be 
established without such a course; for the moment that you 
commence using from the Principal it must be gradually di- 
minished until completely exhausted. Every State in the 
Union which has any permanent School Fund, has the Prin- 
cipal invested in Bank Stock, Deposits, Loans on Lands, Bonds, 
or insome other manner, so as to yield an annual interest, 

The Committee is well satisfied that T'exas can pursue no 
better course with her Education Fund, than to invest it in the 
Bonds of her own Railroad Companies, in the manner provided 
for by the proposed Bill. It is believed that the investment 
will be safe, and at the same time highly beneficial to the best 
interests of the State. ; 
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The amount proposed to be loaned is less than one third of 
the usual cost of the cheapest Southern Road, and less than the 
actual cost of the iron upon the Road, and is secured by the 
first and preference lien on the entire Road, and all the prop- 
erty of the same. 

And the past history of Railroads bears us ont in the belief 
that Railroad Companies have not heretofore been in the habit 
of expending from fifteen to twenty thousand dollars per mile 
on Roads, and then suffer them to be sacrificed for one fourth 
of their actual cost. Past experience has induced capitalists to 
build Railroads, and seek Railroad investments for the sake of 
gain, and to build Roads at their usual cost, for the purpose of 
borrowing six thousand dollars per mile, would be the hight 
of madness, if the party expected the Road to. be sacrificed for 
the payment of this small amount. ` l 

But it inay be contended that as this Fund is already invest- 
edin United State Bonds, it ought not to be otherwise invested. 
In answer to which, it must be recollected that the time is 
rapidly passing to which these Bonds gre limited, and in a few 
years we will be compelled to seek some other investment, or ta 
keep the money as dead capital, without any income whatever 
er the support of Schools. But were such not the case, the 
Committee can see no plausible reason why Texas should hold 
the Bonds of the United States Government, bearing only five 
per cent interest, when she can invest the money securely, at a 
larger interest, so as to develop her own resources, and advance 
her own prosperity: While our Legislators are hesitating 
among themselves about loaning two million of dollars to our 
Railroads, other States have appropriated tens of millions to 
the same purpose, and are now pushing forward their public 
works with unceasing energy. And Texas will in all probabil- 
ity, belamenting her lethargy and inaction, when they shall be 
reaping the rich rewards of their enterprize and liberality — 
Every State in the Union which is now enjoying the benefit of 
a general system of Railroads, has secured them only by grant- 


ing Stateaid in the most liberal manner, While Texas is not 


able to make an immediate appropriation sufticient for building 
her Railroads, and at the same time support her Schools by 
Separate’ and distinct Funds, it is earnestly believed that by a 
judicions management of her School Fund, she may greatly 


| benefit Roads, and also support her Schools. And if it shall be 


found that this poliey will operate well, it is believed that the 

friends of Education and Internal Improvements will be in- 

duced to do all in their power to increase the present Fund to a 
; 16 
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much larger amount, by adding to the same all surplus means 
which Texas may from time to time have subject to appropri- 
ation, until the Fund can thus be made large enough to yield 
a sufficient interest to support a School System of the most 
liberal character. i e is 

And thus would Texas encourage the construction of Rail 
roads within her limits, by the investment of her School Fund, 
and at the same time have the proud satisfaction of seeing her 
Schools supported and upheld by an annual and certain income 
from her Roads ; and thus would the causes of Education and. 
Internal Improvements become handmaids in advancing the 
prosperity and greatness of the State. 

E. A. PALMER, 
One of the Committee. 
On motion of Mr Hill.the rule was suspended, and 100 copies 
each of the report and substitute were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the Bill was made the special order 
for Tuesday next, the 1)th inst. | 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill requiring Chief Justices of coun- 
ty courts, to give Bond for the faithful performance of their 
duties—read first time. | 

Mr Weatherford introduced a bill for the relief of Jones 
Green and Middleton Perry—read first time. © l 

On motion of Mr Weatherford the rule was suspended, —bill 
read 2d time and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Wren introduced a bill for the relief of Jesse Dean—read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Wren the rule was stispended,—bill read 
2d time and referred te the committee on Claims and accounts, 

Mr Palmer introduced “a bill for the relief of Jesse White” 
and a bill for the relief of Robert F. Howel and Ezekiel Tho- 
mas—each read first time. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the rule wag suspended,—the bills 
read 2d time, and referred to the committee on Claims and ac- 
counts. 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to repeal an Act Regulating 
Estrays—read first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A Bill prescribing a code of. Civil Procedure of the State 
of Texas, was (by leave of the Senate) withdrawn by Mr. Potter. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, a bill to amend the act of Feb. 5th 
1841, entitled an act of Limitations, was taken from the table- 
and read. or 

Mr Palmer offerred the following amendment, strike out. 
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& coverture ” in the Bill and add “Section.” “The Statute of 
Limitation shall in all cases run against married women ag 
against other persons, l 

Mr Totter moved to lay the bill and amendment on the table 
—lost. ` 
By leave, Mr Palmer withdrew the proposed amendment. 

Mr Armstrong moved to amend by inserting after “Land 
Script” the words, “pre-emption claim”—carried. __ 

Mr White moved to amend by striking out all after the word 
“ Limitation ” in first Section. 

Mr Potter moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
the entire section—carried. | 

On motion of Mr Scott the Bill was referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. : 

_ A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following Bills, originating in 
the House. 

« A Bill fixing the Salary of the Governor.” 

“A Bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage of the members of the 6th Legislature, and the per diem 
pay of the officers of the same.” 

« A Bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19, of the I. O. 
0. F” . 

“A Bill to change the name of Susan P. Cannon, to Susan 
P. Cook.” 

“ A Bill for the relief of E. M. Thomason and others” and 

¢ 4 Bill for the relief of Collin McKinney.” 

Mr Taylor of Cass, (by leave) introduced a bill to incorporate 
Ida Lodge No. 14, I. O. O. F., anda bill to amend an act to 
incorporate Chapel-hill college approved Feb. 7th 1850—each 
read first time, . 

The following communication from the Governor, was read: 

Gentlemen of the Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

I herewith transmit a report of a committee appointed by the 
supreme court, to prepare rules for the custody of the Library of 
said court. i 

You are aware I presume, that there is a library, which cost 
about five thousand dollars, at each place where the supreme 
court holds its sessions. These books require much care and 
attention for their preservation, and some person ought to be 
appointed at each place of the setting of the court, whose duty 
it shall be to keep the books together and preserve them. 

It will be seen from the report that the committee recommend 
that the deputy clerk at each place shall be the librarian at a 
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Salary of three hundred dollars per annum. This amount I 
‘think is a very moderate salary, for the service to-be performed 
and I recommend that an appropriation be made in accordance 
-with the recommendation of the committee. . 

I would also reeommerd that a biennial appropriation of, the 
sum of ($1500) fifteen hundred dollars, be hereafter made for 
gradual increase of these Libraries, to be expended under the 
direction of the Judges of the court. : | 

3 E.M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the message and documents, 
were referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to define more particularly the Western Boundary of 
Milam land District—read. 7 | | | 

On motion of Mr Maverick the bill was amended by inserting 
“crossing the clear Fork of the Brazos, at the mouth of tne 
Elm Fork of the same,” after the words—‘.-Brazos River.” 

The bili was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the Judiciary committee, on a bill to create the 
16th Judicial District, offering a substitute therefor, was read 
and substitute adopted. 

Mr Martin moved to postpone the bill until to-morrow—lost. 

Mr Martin moved to lay the bill on the table—lost. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Doane (by leave) introduced a bill to legitimate Donacia- 
na Howland, daughter of Sam W. Howland, deceased—read 
first time. | 

House Bill to make valid surveys made by the county survey- 
ot of Yan Zandt county—read third time and passed. 

House Bill for relief of A. W. O. Hicks—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was suspended, bill read | 
2d time and passed to a 3d reading. i: 

On motion of Mr Potter, rules were further suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, Mr Superviele was added to 
the Judiciary committee. — 

House Bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No, 19 I. O. O. F. 
—read first time. l 

House bill to change the name of Susan P. Cannon to Susa 
P. Cook—read first time. l 

- House bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
milage of the members of the 6th Legislature, and the per diem 
pay of the officers of the same—read first time. - 

House bill for the relief of Collin McKinney—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, bill read 2d _ 
time and referred to the committee on Public Debt. : 
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House bill for the relief of E. M. Thomason and others—read 
first time. 

House bill fixing the salary of the Governor of the State— 
read first time. 

Gn motion of Mr Potter the rule was suspended, and bill 
read 2d time. i ‘ 

Mr Palmer moved a further suspension of the rnle,—lost. 

Qn motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the bill was referred -to 
the committee on Finance. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
oe the House had passed the following bills, originating in the 

ouse. 

A hill to provide a permanent and safe building for the use of 
the State Department, the Executive and attorney General of the 
State af Texas. 

A bill to provide for the better security of the archives of the 
State department. 

A bill for the relief of C. M. Goolsby. 

A bill for the relief of R. A. Powdrell. - 

A bill oe incorporate Jno. M. Gibson Lodge No. 13 I. O. O, 
F. and \ 

A bill fer the relief of Kindallas Bryan. 

On motion of Mr Martin, a bill defining the time of holding 
the Districteourts of the ninth Judicial District, was taken up— 
read 2d tims, and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Report of select committee on a bill for the protection of the 
western I'rditier, offering a substitute therefor, together with 
a minority mo from the same committee, was read—substitute 
adopted, as ptppesed by the majority report. 

Mr McCulbch moved to amend by striking out the word 
‘may ” in thefirst line of the 4th Section, and inserting the 
word “shall in lieu thereof—lost. 

The bill waj then rejected, 

Qn motion q Mr Armstrong, the report of the committee on 
Public Lands, n a bill to quiet land titles, was made the special 
order for to-mokow. ; 

A a for thdrelief of John F. Chairs, read 3d time and 
passed, 

A bill for the\elief of George W. Grover, read 8d time and 
passed. : 

A bill to authojze Wm. D. Dillon to practice law—read and 
ordered to be engipssed. 


On motion of My Armstrong the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time and passe 


A bill for the reliei of John B. Johnson, read 3d time and 
passed, 
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A bill to legalize the creation of Van Zandt county, read 3d 
time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCull och, "McDade, 
Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarbor- 
ough, Scott, Superyiele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Tay- 
lor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford and W hite,——26. 

Navs.—Messrs. Bryan and Martin,—2z, 

On motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned until to- mor- 
row morning, 9 o'clock. 


f 
Tuurspary, Dec. 6th, 1855, 

The Senate was called to order by the president, pursuant to 
adjournment—rol!l called—quortm present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr Millican presented the petition of the heirs of S. Penrod, 
deceased ; referred to committee on private land claims. 

Mr Su perviele presented the petition of Isabel Seguin y 
Ruiz; referred to committee on private land claims. | 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of Thomas Hensyorth ; re- 


ferred to committee on private land claims—and the/ petition of > 


R. Jones; referred to committee on public debt. | 
Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported the following bills, correctly engrossed. 


“A bill to define more particularly the Western: boundary of | 


Milam land district.” 
“ A bill authorising Wm. D. Dillon to practice hw’ and 
«A bill to create the sixteenth judicial district, ind define the 
time of holding courts in the same. 
«Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Firhnce, to which 
- was referred a bill fixing the salary of the Govirnor, reported 
the same back, with the following amendment; ¢rike out “three 
thousand,” and insert “twenty-five hundred,” anl recommended 
the adoption ef the amendment, and passage of the bill. 


Mr Potter, chairman of the J udiciary comńittee, made the | 


following reports : 

“The committee on the J udiciary have consijered the petition 
of the heirs of Martin Crow, which prays -foy a grant of one- 
third ofa league of land, on account of the rifs of said M 
tin Crow, deceased. The petition sta'es that Martin Craw emi) 
grated to Texas in the year 1833, and died n 1834. _ That hte 
was a single man—that he had not previow to his death/re- 
ceived any land as an emigrant, and that 'the-petitioners. are 
his brothers and sisters. The statements cjatained i in the peti- 
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tion are sufficiently sustained by evidence produced before the 
committee, but neither the petition nor evidence, shows that the 
_ deceased was introduced into the country as a colonist, or that 
he was received or admitted as such in any-celonial enterprise, 
or that he ctherwise by any special right, became entitled to a 
grant of land asa headright. Had the deceased lived and con- 
tinted to reside in the country until the Declaration of Texian 
Independence, he or his heirs would have been entitled to one- 
third ofa league of land as a headright. But under the facts 
shown in this case the committee are aware of no law which 
entitled the deceased to land, and none whicif gives collateral 
heirs any better right than the deceased had at the time of his 
_ death—and we believe we are fully sustained in this view of the 
question by the decisions of the Supreme court of the State, in 
the case of Kennedy’s heirs vs, the State—2 Zea. 108, and the 
admmistrator. of Creth vs. the Republic 1 Zev. 83. The com- 
mittee therefore instruct me to report the petition back to the 
Senate, and recommend that it be rejected. g 
‘The Judiciary committee, to which was referred A bill defin- 
ing the times of holding the district courts in the ninth judicial 
| district, report the same back to the Senate, and recommend its 
passage. . 
| The Judiciary committee, to which was referred A bill to 
amend an act legalizing the official acts of Wm. H. Steel, com- 
| missioner, have considered the same. The real object of the 
$ act appears to be the confirmation of titles issued by Steel, after 
i the adoption of the act of the provisional Government of Texas, 
g Nov. 13th, 1835, closing the land offices. 
| In the opinion of the committee it is not proper for the Legis- 
lature to undertake'to do this. A clause of the 10th section of 
| the gerieral provisions of the Constitution of the Republie pro- 
$ vides—“ That all surveys and locations of land. made since the 
pact of the late consultation, closing the land offices; and all - 
Miitles to land made since that time are, and shall be null and 
void; ” and the 20th Sec, of the Tth Art. of the Constitution of 
the State, provides that—“ The rights of propeity and of action . 
mwhich have been acquired under the constitution and laws of 
the Republie of Texas shall not be divested, nor shall any rights 
mer actions, which have been divested, barred, or declared null 
and void by the constitution and laws of the Republic of Texas, 
be re-invested, revived, or re-instated by this constitution, but the 
game shall remain precisely in the situation which they were 
before the adoption of this constitution.” The Legislature may 
nake a new grant, but. it would look very strange to undertake 
o make that valid, which the constitution had declared null 
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and void. The committee therefore instruct me-to report the 
bill back, and recommend its rejection. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs, to which 
was referred A bill providing for a geological survey of the 
State, reported a substitute therefor, and recommended its adop- 
tion ahd passage. . : 

Mr Hord, chairman of the same committee, to which was Fe- 
ferred the petition of Robert Creuzbeaur, in reference to a new 
map of the State—reported a bill for that purpose, and recom— 
mended its passage; Bill read first time. | 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made the 
following reports. i 

The committee on private land claims have considered the 
petitions of the heirs of Francis Mayher, deceased, asking fora 
league and labor of land, and instruct me to report—* That it is 
proven to the satisfaction of the committee that the said Francis 
Mayher emigrated to Texas as early as 1834—that he was the 
head of a family, and continued to reside in Texas with his fam— 
ily until his death, which occurred in Bastrop in 1840—that he 
was engaged in the service of the Republic, and fought in the 
battle of San Jacinto—that he applied for, and obtained a certi- 
ficate for one league and labor of land from the board of land 
commissioners, for the county of Colorado, which was not re- 
commended by the Traveling Board, It seems that in conse— 
quence of the death of the ancestor, and the minority of the 
children, no effort was ever made to re-establish the claim ; and 
the heirs having continued to reside in Texas up to the present — 
time, the committee are of the opinion that they are entitled 
to the relief sought, and report the accompanying bill, and re- 
commend its passage ; bill read first time. ~ T 

The committee on private land claims have had before them a 
bill for the protection of actual settlers, ang after giving the same 
a careful examination, have come to the conclusion that if such 
a law had been in existence long since it would have been the 
means ot preventing much litigation; under the provisions of 
this law; if passed, locators will act with much caution, and be- 
fore they make a file on any settler, they must be clearly con- 
vinced that the settler has no title. The penalty, in fact, is suf- 
ficient to deter any party who is disposed to make files for the | 
sake of forcing compromises from settlers, in many instances = 
preferring to pay the speculator a small amount, rather than go | 
into the courts of the country. It is thought by your commit- | 
tee that if this bill passes, there will be but little more filing by; 
the speculators on the settler. Therefore the committee recom- | 
mend the passage of the bill. | 


i 
i 
| 
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A. majority of your committee on private land claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of John A, Wells, have had the same 
under consideration, and fiud from the evidence, that said Wells 

emigrated to Texas in Feb. 1837, served a tour in the army, was 
honorably discharged, obtained his conditional headright certifi- 
cate as a single rhan for 640 acres of land, which he located in ` 
1838, and is now actually residing upon it with his family; that 
he proves to the satisfaction of the committee that he has com- 
plied with the requirements of the law, but has not been able to 
bring two witnesses in person before any board of land commis— 
sioners, tó prove that he did remain in the country for three con- 
secutive years, in order to obtain his unconditional certificate. 
I am therefore instructed by a majority of the committee to re~ 
port the accompanying bill for his relief, and recommend its 
passage. 

A bill for the relief of Jno, A. Wells; read first time. 

| The committee on private land claims, to whom was referred. 
| the petition of Dorothy Benton, have had the same under cen- 
sideration, and find from the evidence before them, that Alfred, 
| Benton, deceased, emigrated to Texas in 1835; was a single 
| man, that he entered the service of Texas as a soldier, was at the 
| battles of San Antonio and San Jacinto, that he died in Texas 
in 1838, without ever having received his headright certificate 
| for one-third of a league of land to which he was entitled under 
| the laws which were in force at the time of his emigration and 
| death ; and therefore have instructed me to report the accompa- 
| nying bill for the ‘relief of the heirs of the said Alfred Benton, 
| deceased, and recommend its passage. | 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Alfred Beaton ; read first 
time. 
| ‘The committee on private land claims have considered the 
$ memorial of the heirs of Samuel C. Stockbridge, and find that, 
isaid Stockbridge emigrated to Texas subsequent to the 2d of 
March, 1836, and prior to the 1st of October 1837, was a mar- 
ried man, and resided in Texas with his family until bis death, 
sand that his family have resided in the country up to the pres- 
ent time; that neither the decedent ia his lifetime, nor his heirs 
asince his death, have received land from the Government of 
Texas. The committee are satisfied that the heirs of said Stock- 
bridge are entitled to a headright of 1280 acres of land, ang- 
fave instructed me to report the accompanying bill, and recom- 
Bnend its passage. . 
|, & bill for the relief of the heirs of Sam. C, Stockbridge; read 
Esi time, 
Mr Wren, from the committee on private land claims, to which 
aay: 17 
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was referred a bill for the relief of the young men of Lamar and 
Red River counties, reported the same back to the Senate, and 
recommended its passage. ; , 

Mr Martin, from the committee on State affairs, to which was- 
referred the petition of Margaret Pettigrew, reported a bill au- 
thorizing John C., and Margaret Pettigrew to name a certain 
child; bill read first time. . ~ 

Mr Palmer, from the Judiciary committee, to which was re- 
ferred the memorial of Jao. M. Taylor,reported that the said Tay- 
lor was certainly entitled to 960 acres of land if not 1280, and 
to $492 82 as pay due him for military services. The commit- 
tee therefore offer the following bill, recommending its passage. 

A bill for the relief of John M. Taylor; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed, 

_Mr Palmer moved a further suspension—carried ; bill read 
third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill originating in the House, to 
provide for the payment of the six companies of mounted vol- 
unteers, mustered into the service of the State of Texas on the 
ist day of Nov. 1854, and to provide for the payment of the 
balance of expenses incurred by said company. 

Mr Scott introduced a bill to incorporate the Trinity valley 
Railroad company ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr ‘Taylor of Houston, the rule was sus- 
pended, bill read second time, and referred to committee on Fn- 
ternal Improvements. 

Mr Palmer introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jno. 
McCormick ; read first time. 

Mr Hord. introduced a bill to admit to record authentic copies 
of certain Instruments; read first tiine: 
Mr McCulloch introduced a bill for the relief of Jno. S. 

Lackey and John C. Martin; read first time. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was suspended, bill 
ad second time, and referred to commitree on private land 
claims. . 

Mr Allen introduced a bill to confirm the title of certain pre- 
emption Settlers, within the limits ef Peters’ colony; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, bill read sec- 
ond time, and referred to committee on public lands. ~~ 

Mr Allen introduced a bill to incorporate Milam Lodge, No. } 
23, of I. O.O. F.; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, bill read sec- f: 
ond time; and referred to committee on the Judiciary. - : 
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Mr Bryan presented (by leave) the petition of F. De La Garza; 
referred to committee on private land claims, 

Mr Bryan introduced A bill to incorporate the Brazoria 
county insurance company ; read first time. 

Mr Pedigo presented (by leave) the petition of P, A. Work; 
referred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr Lott introduced a bill for the purchase of a site, and the 
erection of a store and ware house, and for ether purposes; read 
first time. a 

Mr Lott introduced a joint resolution, appropriating $5,548 70 
to meet certain expenses made for the Penitentiary; read first 
time. i l 

Mr Taylor of Cass introdu®d a bill to incorporate the Marga- 
ret Houston Female College; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to committee on education, 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lands, to 
which was referred A bill for the relief of pre-emptors—re- 
ported a substitute therefor, and recommended the adoption of 
the substitute, and passage of the bill, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following House bills were severally read first time. 

A bill to incorporate Jno. M. Gibson Lodge, No. 13, of the I. 

»O, F, 

A bill sapplemental to an act ta incorporate the town of La- 
grange, in the county of Fayette. 

A bill to‘provide a permanent and safe building for the use of 
the State Department, the Exccutive, and the Attorney General 
of the State of Texas, 

A joint resolution relating to the votes of Senators Rusk and 
Houston on the Kansas-Nebraska act. 

A bill for the relief of R. A. Powdrell. 

A bill for the reliefof C. M. Goolsby. 

A bill to provide for the better security of the archives of the 

State Department. | 
- A bill to provide for the relief of Kindallis Bryan, 
_ And a bill tø provide for the payment of the six companies of 
mounted volunteers, mustered into the service of the State of 
Texas on the 1st day of Nov. 1854, and to provide for the pay- 
ment of the balance of expenses incurred by said companies. 

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, the last bill 
read second time, and referred to committee on claims and ac- 
Counts, 

a following bills were severally read third time, and 
passed, | | 
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A bill to authorize the county court of Dallas county to levy 
an additional tax for the purpose of building a court house. 

A bill for the relief of Radford Berry. 

A bill for the relief of George L. Bledsoe. 

A bill supplemental tothe act of Dec. 21st, 1837, entitled an 
act to authorize the clerks of the several courts to appoint depu- 
ties, and requiring them to keep their offices at the county seat, 
and to define the duty of deputy clerks. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Thomas 
Williams. : 

A blll changing the boundaries of the counties-of Calhoun, 
Victoria, and Refugio, and 

A bill creating the county of Wise. 

A bill to amend the sixth section ofan act to incorporate the 
towns of Victoria, Goliad, and Gonzales; read third time. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the 1st section of the bill was 
amended by striking out all after the word “ Mayor;” the bill 
then passed. 

A bill donating to actual settlers on vacant public domain 320 
acres of land; read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Ped- 
igo, Pirkey, Petter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, and 
Wren—17. i 

Nays—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Hill, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Millican, 
Palmer, Whitaker, and White—14. i 

On motion of Mr Hill, the vote ordering the engrossment of a 
bill to define more particularly the Western boundary line of 
Milam land district on yesterday, was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong the caption of the bill was 
amended by inserting the words “ and Northern ” after the words 
“ Western.” 

On motion of Mr Hill, the bill was amended by striking out 
all after the enacting clause, and inserting “That the Western 
and Northern boundary lines of the Milam land district are 
hereby fixed, and shall run with the dividing ridge of the waters 
of the Brazos and Colorado rivers, to a point lying S. 45 deg. E. 
of the junction of the Clear Fork of the Brazos river and Elm 
creek—thence N. 45 deg. W. to the Brazos river—thence down 
said river; and that the territory in said boundaries skall belong | 
‘to the Milam land district, and that this act shall take effect from | 
its passage. | 

On motion of Mr Hill, Mr Taylor of Fannin was excused 
from attendance on the Senate, on account of sickness. | 
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A bill to create the sixteenth judicial district, and define the 
times of holding courts therein ; read third time. 

On motion of Mr Allen the bill was amended by adding at the 
end of the third section—“ And that all cases of appeal from the 
decisions of the district court in this district shall be to the branch 
of the supreme court at the city of Austin; the bill then passed. 

A bill to create the seventeenth judicial district of the State of 
Texas, and to define the times of holding the district courts 
therein, read. : 

Mr Guinn offered the following as a substitute—®“ A bill to 
echange the sixthand ninth judicial districts, and to define the 
time of holding courts therein;” adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lott, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor ot Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whit- 
aker, White and Wren—21. ee 

Nayvs—Messrs Armstrong, Caldwell, Hill, McCulloch, Martin, 
and Maverick—6. 

House bill to create the county of Parker, and report of com— 
mittee on lands, recommending that the same be amended by 
striking out “ Lovejoy ” as tbe name of the county seat, and in— 
serting “ Weatherford ;” read, and report adopted. 

Mr Armstrong moved to strike out the name of “ Parker,” and 
insert that of “ Kicakpoo,”? 

Mr Potter called fora division of the question; carried. 

The name of Parker was then struck out, 

And on motion of Mr Weatherford the name of “ Bedford” 


; Was inserted. 


peer ene 


Qn motion of Mr Armstrong the vote adopting the report of the 
committee was reconsidered, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, 
the report was laid on the table. , 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the name of “ Lovejoy,” as the 
county Seat was then stricken out, and that of “ Covington” in— 
Serted ia lieu thereof. < H - 

Qn motionof Mr Weatherford, the bill was then amended b 
adding to section third—* That all settlers twenty—one years old, 


‘who have resided within the limits of said county sixty days 


prior to said election, shall be entitled toa vote for the location of 
the county seat. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

A bill more particularly to define the Eastern boundary line of 
Bastrop county ; read second time, and referred to committee on 
counties and connty boundaries. 
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Report of the committee on public debt on the petition of 
Wm. Cravens, Wm. M. Hewett, sen., and Mercer Fane, asking 
to be discharged from further consideration of the same; read 
and adopted. 

A bill to quiet land titles; read second time, and referred to 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Report of the committee on Finance, on A bill relating to the 
duties of assessors and collectors of Taxes; read, and ordered to 
be engrossed, 

A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall; read and ordered 
to be engrossed. l 

Report of the committee on Internal Improvements, on ‘Å 
bill to incerporate the Texas iron, steel, and copper manufactur- 
ing company—read, on motion of Mr Hull the report and bill 
were laid on the table. 

Report of the committee on Internal Improvements on a bill 
to repeal an act to provide for the construction of the Mississip- 
pi and Pacific Railroad company; read, on motion of Mr Flan- 
agan the report and bill were laid on the table until Thursday 
the 13th inst. 

Report of the committee on counties and county boundaries, 
on A bill to define the limits of Bexar county, recommending 
its passage, was read. 

On motion of Mr Superviele, the first section was amended 
by striking out after the words “Southardly along the East line 
of Medina county,” the words “ Five miles thence Kast, South- 
easterly to a poiut ten ” and insert "Seven miles thence in a di- 
rect line to a point five ” 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the vote rejecting A bill to muster 
into service minute men for the protection of the frontier settle- 
ments, was reconsidered. 

Mr Potter moved to reconsider the vote adopting the report of 
the majority of the joint select committee. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the motion of Mr Potter was laid 
on the table. - 

A bill for the temporary reliefof the Galveston, Houston, and 
Henderson Railroad Company; Read, and referred to committee 
on Internal Improvements. l 

A bill to incorporate the Henderson and State line Railroad 
company ; read second time, and referred to committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements. 

Report of the committee on public lands on a bill to confirm 
titlesin the colonies of Austin and Dewitt, offering a substitute 
therefor—was read and made the special order for Friday the 7th 
inst, 10 o’clock. : 
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A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of bounty 
and donation land warrants to persons entitled to the same ; read 
and ordered to be engrossed. i 

Report of the committee on Education on A bill creating a 
fand for the erection and support ofa State University; read. 

Mr Lott moved to strike out “a” and insert “two,” wherever 
the same occurred in the bill. 

Mr Bryan moved to lay the amendment on the table—lost by 
the following vote: | 

Yxras— Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Grimes, 
Hill, McDade, Martin, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, and Su- 
perviele, 12. . . 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, McCul- 
loch, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Taylor of 
Cass, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren, 16. 

' On motion of Mr Bryan, the report and bill were made the 
special order for Monday next, the 10th inst., 11 o’clock. 

A bill to incorporate Larissa College—read and ordered to be 
engrossed. | | 

A bill to amend an act to organize county courts, approved 

_March 16th, 1848—read and ordered t be engrossed. 

Report of the committee on Education, on a “bill for the re- 
lief of the Fowler Institution,” recommending that the.same be 
laid on the table—read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John P, Rohers-—read 
and ordered to be engrossed. . 

Report of the committee on Public Debt, on “a bill making 


- an appropriation for the payment of a portion of the Publie 


Debt,” recommending that the same be laid on table, was 
read and adopted. : 

Report of the committee on Private Land Claims, on the pe- 
tition of James M. Robinson, recommending that the same be 
Jaid on the table, was read and adopted. _ 

A bill for the reliefof the heirs of Wm. Wingate—read and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to change the name of Martha R. Eppinger, to Mar- 
tha R. Bonner—read und ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 7 

Report of the committee on Public Debt, on a “bill giving 
the assent of the State of Texas, to an act to provide for the 


payment of such creditors of the late Republic of Texas, as 


are comprehended inthe act of Congress of September the 9th, 
1850, which was passed atthe 2nd session of the thirty-third 
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Congress of the United States, and approved February 28th, 
1855, recommending the rejection of the same, was Fead. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the bill and report were made the 
special order for Wednesday next, the 12th, instant at 11 0— 
clock. 

- Mr Potter offered the following resolution : 

“ Resolved; That the Senate will hold an afternoon session 
each day, commencing on to-morrow, for the consideration of 
such parts of the code as shall be before it, and that the after- 
‘noon session shall be devoted exclusively to the consideration 
of the same”—adopted. : 

On motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 
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Fripay, Dec. 7th, 1855. 

The President called the Senate to order, pursuant to ad- 
journment—roll called—quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. . 

Mr Grimes presented the petition of E Bader—referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr Wren presented the petition of Abel Morgans—referred 
to the committee on Public Debt. . 

Mr McCulloch presented the petitions of W. A. Andros, and 
James Furguson, and of J R Burleson and Sarah Burleson— 
referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr Lott presented the memorial of Jas. Jones and Lewis 
Jones, and the petition of John Graves—referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr Hill presented the petitions of Mary Robbins and of Ru- 
fus Campbell—referred to the committee en Private Land 
Claims. . 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed ; 

“A bill to change the 6th and 9th judicial districts, and to 
define thetime of holding courts therein.” 

“A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of John N. Taylor.” 

“A bill to change the name of Martha R Eppinger to Mar- 
tha R Bouner.” | 

“A bill to define more particularly the Western and Northern 
boundary of Milam Land District.” 

“A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Wingate,” and 

“A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of boun- 
ty and donation warrants, to persons entitled to the same.” 

Mr Martin presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hill 
county—referred to the committee on Public Lands. 
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Mr Flanagan, chairman of the committee’ on Internal Im- 
provements, made the following report: 

- “The committee on Internal Improvements have: had be: 

fore them a bill making an appropriation for the improvement 

of the navigation of the rivers of the State, and after an inves- 

tigation of the same, your committee-report a substitute there- 

for, and recommend its passage, with the understanding that: 
each and all of the parties representing the various rivers con- 

tained in the bill, are to'raise as‘much’ money as is hereby ap— 
propriated by the State, and no river is to receive any appro- 

priation until a corresponding amount has been raised by the 
people. Your committee arrived at this conclusion, from the 

fact that if the people residing in the vicinity of the various 
streams are' really anxious to receive aid from the State, they 

will go to work and help themselves, and thus praduce a whote- 
some state of river improvements throughout the State: This 

bill Iam instructed: to report as-a- general one, and im response” 
to all the petitions asking relief for the various-rivers; all of 
which is respectfully submitted.” os 

Mr Hill, from the committee on Private Zand Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of Asa Dossett, asking for an 
augmentation of his headright, reported that from the facts of 
the case, the petitioner was not entitled to the relief sought, 
and recommended that the petition be rejeeted. 

Mr Hill, from the same committee, to which was referred ‘the 
petition. of Jas, Reason, reported a bill for his relief, and're- 
commended-its passage—bill- read first time. 

Mr Hill, from- the: same committee, made the following’ re- 

ort : l 
d “The committee on Private Land Claims, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of the heirs of Wm Watson, deceased, beg 
leave to report that the said Watson emigrated to Texas, with 
his family in 1834, and died here in 18386, leaving minor chil- 
dred who have remained in Texas upto this time: That a cer- 
tificate for one league and labor of land was issued to the heirs 
of the said Watson which was rejected by the traveling board. 
That in consequence of the neglect of the guardian of said 
. heirs, who are the'petitioners, said certificate was never estab- 
| lished, and that said heirs have never received any land in the 
: Yight oftheir father’s emigration and settlement. The commit- 
tee instruct: me to report the accompanying bill for their relief, 
‘ andrecommend its passage—bill read first time. 
The committee on Private Land Claims have had under con- 
sideration a bill forthe relief of Elizabeth Finley, peking so a 
1 
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_ certificate for one league and labor of land instruet me tò re- 
port, that being satisfied from the evidence before them, that 
the said Finley emigrated to Texas in 1828, to the then county 
of Shelby, now Panola, and that she has continued to reside 
there up to the present time, that she was a citizen and heau of 
a family at the time of the declaration of Independence of Tex- | 
as, and that she did not leave the country to avoid the struggle 
for Independence; that she did not aid or assist the enemy; 
that she proved a certificate for one league and labor of land, . 
as a head of a family, before the commissioners of the county 
of Shelby; from some cause unknown to her, said claim was 
rejected by the traveling board, and that she has never receiv- 
ed any land from the state of Texas; that the committee are 
of the opinion that she is entitled to t,e relief sought, and in- 
struct me toreturn the bill and recommend its passage. 

Mr Maverick, chairman of the joint select committee on the 
‘bill for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin R. Milam,” made 
the following report : . 

“The joint select committee of both Houses to which was 
referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin R. Milam, 
have considered the same. In the investigation of this ques- 
tion, the committee find that Benj. R. Milam, as the agent of 
Arthur G. Wavil, at great personal expense and labor, did in- 
troduce and settle in Texas within the said Wavil’s empressario 
grant, one hundred and forty families, more or less, under the 
requirements of the Mexican colonization laws, to have entitled 
the empressario to the premium lands for the families settled, 
these families should have been Catholics and Europeans. 
Your committee think the failure of this condition should work 
no forfeiture of the premium lands. The committee are of 
the opinion that the North Americans (mostly Kentuckians) in- 
troduced, were at least as good citizens as Europeans. With 
this view of the case we look upon it as a long delayed act of 
Justice on the part of Texas, in now granting the parties the 
premium lands to which they were and are entitled. 

The committee also find that the Congress of Texas, granted 
to R. M. Williamson as agent of B. R. Milam, 10 leagues and 
10 labors of land for families introduced and settled within 
Milam’s own colony grant. It is in proof before the commit- 
tee that the heirs ot Milam never received any benefit what- 
ever from the liberal grant of Congress. Therefore, the com- 
mittee are of the opinion, as the Government acknowledged 
the debt, but paid it in part to the wrong party, that we can- ` 
notnow justlyrepudiate the claim of the heirs. 
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Independent of the premium lands to which Milam was 
equitably entitled his whole fortune, the labor of many years 
of toil im Mexico and Texas, together with his life were immo- 
lated upon the altar of Texan Freedom. ‘The State does not 
only owe the heirs of Milam the premium lands referred to, 
and something for his fortune sacrificed during the revolution, 
but the people of Texas owe his memory a debt of gratitude 
which can never be discharged. The committee after mature 
deliberation, have though best to strike off the ten labors, and 
materially to change the features of the bill. The undersign- 
ed has been instructed to offer the accompanying bill as a sub- 
stitute, and respectfully recommend its passage. 

In connection with this question, the committee are of the 
opinion that Arthur G. Wavil is equitably and justly entitled 
to three and a half leagues of land, as his half ef the premium 
lands first mentioned, and although it may be traveling ont 
of the strict line ot their duty, herewith report a bill tor his re- 
dief, and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Arthur G. Wavil—read first time. 

Mr Millican introduced a “bill better to define the time of 
holding the sessions of the District Court, in the 13th Judicial 
District—read first time. 

Mr Allen introduced a bill to amend an act to incorporate 
the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad company—read 
first time. 

Mr Taylor of Cass introduced a bill to require the return of 
unconditional headright certificates in certain cases—read first 
time. 

Mr Whitaker introduced a bill for the relief of John Sparks 
—read first time. 

Mr Guinn offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Wilford Trueblood, Reporter for the Senate, 
be allowed pay from the 5th day of November, 1855, 

Mr Grimes moved to strike out the “5th day of November,” 
and insert “the day on which he was qualified—lost by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Grimes, Hill, 
Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter and Taylor 
of Houston, 12. 

Nays— Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, 
McDade, Maverick Millican,Pedigo, Russell, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, Weatherford, Whita- 
; ker, White and Wren, 19 
‘The Resolution was then adopted. 


172 


- A message was received from the House, informing the Sèn- 
ate that the House had passed “a bill making an appropriation 
for the payment of the expenses of the volunteers called into 
the service of the State, for the protection of the frontier, and 
for other volunteer service.” 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


“A Dill to provide for the investigation of land titles in cer- 


tain counties”—read. 


Gn motion of Mr Weatherford, the bill was amended by in, 
serting after “Cherokee,” the words “Tarrant and Johnson.” 

On motion of Mr Russell, the bill was farther amended by 
inserting after “Johnson,” the words “Upshur and Wood.” 
~ Mr Palmer offered the following amendment to come in at 
the end of the 3d section; 

“Provided that after said final judgment upon said proceed- 
ings, said titles thus investigated and determined shall be fully 
confirmed and ratified, and provided further, that while said ti- 
tles are thus undergoing investigation, the same shall be ad- 
missible in evidence as heretofore until finally determined by 
the judgments of the conrts in which such investigation shall 
be pending, . 

r Taylor of Fannin, offered a “bill to regulate evidence-in 
land suits,” as a substitute for the bill and amendment, and 
moved the reference of the same to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary—lost. T 

The substitute was then rejected. 

Mr White offered the following amendment as a substitute 
tor the amendment of Mr Palmer: 

“Provided that suits now pending shall proceed as heretofore 
except that either of the parties may show any breach of con- 
ditions or forfeiture, under the constitution and laws of the Re- 
public, or of thestate of Texas”—rejected. 

Mr Palmer, by leaye, withdrew his amendment, and offered 
the following amendment in lieu thereof: 

“Provided that after said final judgment upon said proceed- 
ings, said titles thus investigated and determined shall be fully 
confirmed and ratified” —rejected by the following vote: 

Yusas—Messrs. Bryan, Caldwell, Hill, McDade, Maverick, 
Millican, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of 
Faunin and Whitaker, 12. 

Navys—Messrs. Allen Burroughs, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Pirkey Russell, Scott,. Taylor 


of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, White and | 


Wren, 18. 
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On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
3o’clock, P. M. 


7 3 o’clock, P. M. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quo- 
ram present. . 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: | 

“The Judiciary committee have considered the communica- 
tion of the Governor of the date of the 21st of November, 1855, 
transmitting a portion of the work of the commissioners ap- 
pointed to “prepare a eode amending, supplying, revising and 
arranging the laws, civil and criminal,” and a majority of the 
committee direct me to report to the Senate thedocument whick 
was transmitted and referred with said communication and sub- 
mit the same to the consideration of the Senate, under the torm 
of a bill to be entitled, “an aet to establish a code of civil proce- 
dure, for the State of Texas,” This is the first of a series of 
bills, which it will probably be necessary for the Senate to act 
upon in some manner at the present session, in order to carry 
out the objects contemplated by the act of February 10th, 1854, 
entitled “an act to have the laws, civil and criminal, amended, 
supplied, revised, digested and arranged,” and has been pre- 

ared by the commissioners under the provisions of said act. 

The reading of the bill was then commenced. 

Mr Martin moved te reject the bill. i 

On motion of Mr Potter, Mr Martin’s motion waslaid on the 
table until to-morrow, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule requiring that the after 
noon session be aevoted exclusively tv the consideration of the 
. code of civil procedure of the State of Texas,” was suspended. 

Qn motion of Mr Potter, the vote on striking out the name 
of “Parker,” in a bill to create the county of Parker, taken on 
yesterday, was reconsidered. 

On moticn of Mr Bryan, the vote taken on yesterday, in- 
serting Bedford, as the name of the county was reconsidered. 

On motion of .Mr Palmer, the name of “Bedford,” was strick- 
en ont, and the name of “Parker,” inserted in lieu thereof. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the name “Covington,” as 
the county seat, was stricken out, and that of “Weatherford,” 
, tmserted in lieu thereof. 
. The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

_ On motion of: Mr Weatherford, the rule was farther suspend- 
ed, the billread third time, and passed. 
| - On motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned. until to- 
. Morrow morning, 9 o’clock, | 


+ 
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SATURDAY, December 8th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called—quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr White presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Indi- 
anola; referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr McDade presented the memorial of sundry citizens of 
Chapel Hill; referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr Grimes presented the petition of Abner H. Cook; referred 
to the committee on public buildings. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of Arthur Applewhite, and the 
petition of the heirs of Henry Applewhite; referred to the com- 
mittee on private land claims. 

Mr Superviele presented the petition of the heirs .of Antonie 
Rivas; referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported the following bills correctly engrossed : _ 

A bill to incorporate Larissa College. 

A bill relating to the duties of Assessors and Collectors of 
Taxes. 

À bill to amend the 21st section of an act to organize county 
Courts, approved 16th of March, 1848: And 

A Bill for the relief of the heirs of Joha P. Rohers. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate Milam Lodge, No. 23, 
I. O. O. F.—reported the same back and recommended its pass- 
age. 

SMr Potter, chairman of the same committee, made the follow- 
ang report: . 

‘The Judiciary committee have considered “a bill concerning 
thé estates of deceased persons,” and a majority of the committee 
direct me to report that the further consideration of the same is 
unnecessary, from the fact that a majority of the committee have 
agreed to report favorably upon another bill which has been re- 
ferred to the committee, and which proposes legislative action 
upon the same subject which is embraced in this bill; the pro- 
visions of the last bill being more acceptable to the committee 
than the bill under consideration, a majority of ‘the committee 
thereofore, direct me to return the bill to the Senate and recom- 
mend that it lie on the table. 

Mr Palmer, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report : : 
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The committee on the Judiciary to which was referred “a bilf 
to be entitled an act supplemental to the act of March 13th, 1848, 
entitled an act better to define the marital rights of parties,” have 
had the same under consideration and have instructed me to re- 
port the same back with the accompanying amendments, and 
recommend its passage. 

The object of the bill is to dispense with the necessity which 
the husband js now placed under of administering on the com- 

- munity property of himself and his deceased wife. In4his pros- 
perous and growing country, a greater portion of the property 
is perhaps community property, being acquired by the husband 
and wife after marriage. As the law is now, every man en- 
gaged in business of whatever character, is compelled on the 
death of his wife, to administer on what may properly ‘be called 
his own property, close up his business at whatever -secrifice ; 
have bis property partitioned between himself and his -children, 
and take"ont Jetrers of guardianship for them,:before he-can sell 
er convey any part of his property and confer good title, 

While the bill undertakes to remedy this great and growing 
evil, it is believed that it protects fully the rights of all parties 
claiming under the community law. The bill also provides for 
giving to the wife like control of the community property after 
the death of the husband, with certain limitations and restric— 
tions. The committee in recommending the passage of this bill, 
feel assured that there is no subject more urgently demanding 
the attention of the Legislature than the present. 

Amendments. After section 3rd, insert section 4th, as fol- 
ows: 

“ That should said surviving husband neglect, fail or refuse to 
file said inventory:in the county Court as required by the pro- 
visions of this act, within sixty days after the death of his de— 
ceased wir, the county Court may, upon its own motion, or the 
motion of any. party interested, require him to -do so, otherwise 
grant administration upon said estate as in other cases provided 
_ by statute, and if, upon the filing of said inventory, it shall appear 

to the Court that it is in any way necessary for the protection of 

the property belonging to gaid estate, bond and security may be 
required of said surviving husband, -in‘such amount and upon 

Such conditions as may be deemed necessary by the Court for 

the protectiou of the creditorsund heirs of said estate. And up- 

on failure to execute said bond with security, as required b 

said Court, administration may be granted upon said estate as. 
in other cases.” 

And at the end of the bill, add section 7th, as follows: 

“That the surviving wife may retain the exclusive contro} 
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and management of the community property of herself and her 
deceased husband, in the same manner and subject to the same 
rights, rules and regulations as provided in the foregoing pro- 
visions of this act, unthishe may marry again. But upon a see— 
ond marriage she shall cease to have such control and manage~ 
ment of said estate, or the right to dispose of the same under the: 
provisions of this act, and said estate shall be subject tœ admin— 
istration as in other cases of deceased persons’ estates. 4 

And section 8th, as follows: 

« That this act take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage, and that the provisions of all laws, so far as they con— 
flict with the provisions of this act be, andthe same are hereby 
repealed.” 

Mr F] lanagan, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to which was referred “a bill for the temporary relief of 
the Galveston, Houston and Henderson Rail Road Company,” 
reported a substitute therefor, and recommended the adoption ot 
the substitute, and passage of ‘the bill. 

Mr F lanagan, chairman of the same committee, made the fol- 
‘lowing report : 

The committee on Enternal Improvements, have had before 
them a bill for the construction of a Rail Road from the town 
of Henderson to the State line, and the committee after a careful 
examination, find that this isa very desirable and worthy enter- 
prise, and when we take into consideration the fact that the 
Vicksburg and El Paso Railroad is now being rapidly construe- 
ted and taps the State within or about 40 miles North-east of the 
town of Henderson and the whole line runs through a wealthy 
and densely populated portion of the State. It is also eonfident- 
ly asserted and believed that the chartered parties who are prin- 
cipally wealthy farmers, having many slaves, can readily build 
this road within themselves, without seeking aid out of the State, 
looking alone to the State and their own resources, Fam instruc- 
ted to report the bill back and recommend its passage. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs, to which 
was referred “ a bill exempting one or more slaves from forced 
sale,” reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate thatthe House had concurred in the Senate’ s amendment to 
the “bill to create the county of Parker.” 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill for the relief of John MeGoy ; 
read first time. | 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill for the relief of the Buffalo | 
Bayou, Brazos, and Coiorado Railway company, or their as- | 
signees, in certain cases ; read first time. 
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Mr Taylor of Fannin, introduced a “bill donating land to 
Bonham Masonic Female Academy ; read first time. 

Mr Bryan introduced a bill appropriating certam monies in 
the Treasury to the school fund ; read first time, 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended 
and “a bill donating land to Bonham Female Academy,” read 
2nd time and referred te committee on publie lands, 

On motion əf Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended and “a 
bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Railway company, or their assignees, in certain cases,” read 2nd 
time and referred to the committee on State affairs. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, and 
“ House hill making appropriations to pay the expenses of vol- 
unteers called into the service of the State, for the protection of 
the frontier, and for other volunteer service ”—read second time 
and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr Wren was excused from the committee on the land office, 
and Mr Guinn appeinted in his stead. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the report of the committee en Fi- 
nance: on “ House bill fixing the salary of the Governor” re- 
commending an amendment thereto, was read. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the reportot the committee was laid 
on the table by the following vote: 

_ Yuas.—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Guinn, Hill, McCul- 
loch, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Scar- 
borough, Superviele, Tayler of Cass, Whitaker, and White—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Flanagan, Grimes, Lott, Martin, 
Millican, Russell, Scott, Taylorof Fannin, Taylor of Houston, 
Truit and Wren—12. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

Mr Potter moved a further suspension of the rule; lost. 

| ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
‚eases, under consideration on yesterday morning when the Sen 
ate adjourned, was then taken up. - 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the Bill was amended by insert- 
ing after the werd ‘* Wood” the word “ Rusk.” 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Houston, the bill was amended 

y adding after the word “‘ Rusk” the words “ Anderson” and 
‘ Houston.” 

On motion ot Mr Millican, the bill was amended by adding 
fter the word “ Houston ” the words “ Leon, Robertson, Braz- 
s” and “ Burleson.” 

On motion of Mr Lott, the bill was amended by inserting after 
he word “ Burleson,” the words “Smith ” and “ Van Zandt.” 

19 
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On motion of Mr Martin, the bill was amended by inserting 
after the word “ Van Zandt” the words “Henderson, Navarro, 
Freestone and Hill.” 

On motion of Mr Allen, the bill] was amended by inserting af- 
ter the word “ Hill” the words “ Kanfman, Collin, Grayson, 
Cook and Denton.” . 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment to come in at 
the end ofsection 3rd: 

“ Provided that said judgement shall be final between the 
parties claiming under such titles so investigated and the State, 
but shall not affect the vested rights of third persons, claiming 
under better titles.” — 

Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following as a substitute for 
the amendment: 

“Provided that such confirmation shall not affect the interests 
of third parties ;” adopted. 

_ Mr Palmer offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: 

“ But shall be final between the parties elaiming under such 
titles and the State.” 

Mr Russell moved to lay the amendment, and the amendment 
to the amendment on the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the amendment to the amendment 
was laid on the table. 

The substitute was then adopted. 

- On motion of Mr Guinn, the bill was amended by striking out 
in Ist section, “since the 5th day of May 1830.” 

On motion of Mr Allen, the vote adopting the amendment, 
“ adding the counties of Kaufman, Collin, Grayson, Cook and 
Denton,” was reconsidered. . a 

Mr Allen then withdrew the amendment. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the bill was amended by adding to 
the last section, “or to any title or grant to land in the colonies 
of Austin.” 

On motion of Mr Millican, the bill was amended by adding 
after Mr Bryan’s amendment: 

« Provided that nothing in this act shall be so construed, or any 
decisions of any of the Courts made in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act shall be so construed as to effect, in any wise, 
any of the titles to land embraced, ratified and confirmed by the 
24th section of an act of the Congress of the late Republic of 
Texas, approved December 14th, 1837.” -e 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote : l 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
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Lott, Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Houston, Truitt, Weatherford, White and Wren—17, 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Caldwell; Hill, Hord, McCulloch. 
McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele 
Taylor of Fannin, and Whitaker—13. 

The report of the committee on public lands, on “a bill to con- 
firm certain head right grants in the colonies of Austin and De- 
witt,” offering “a bill to quiet land titles,” as asubstitute there- 
for, was read arid substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong the bill was amended by striking 
out in the ist section, “14th” and inserting “13th” and by strik- 
ing out Sec. 2d and inserting, Sec. 2. “That the right of the 
State is hereby released to all persons now holding, or whe may 
hereafter hold peaceable possessien of land, cultivating and use- 
ing the same, under a legal headright title from the Government, 
or under any genuine Certifieate for headright, Landscript, or 
Bounty Warrant, or ether evidence of title or claim to land, 
which have been located or surveyed according to law, and the 
performance of all conditions attached to any title issued previ- 
ous to the 13th of Nov. 1835; under which any occupant holds, 
are hereby released in their favor, and they shall be entitled to 
the land so occupied by them not to exceed one League, not- | 
withstanding the land thus occupied may constitute a portion ` 
of a grant exceeding one League and labor of land.” 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment, “ provided 
that this act shall confirm no grant or any right to a person or 
persons who voluntarily left the country, aided or assisted the 
enemy, or domiciliated beyond the limits of the State, during 
the struggle for independance. This is not to apply to those 
who left the country te secure their families.” 

On motion of Mr Palmer the amendment was laid on the 


table. 
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On motion of Mr Scott the bill was amended by adding to 
See. 2d “ provided that this section shall not make valid any title 
that was void from the beginning, or effect the rights of third 
parties,” 

Mr Martin moved to amend by adding to the end of Section 


2d, “nor shall confirm any grant or right to any person or per- 
| sons, who left Texas and went to the enemy’s country, aided or 


assisted the enemy during the struggle for Independance, or to 


any person deriving title by or through such.” 


Mr Palmer moved to amend the amendment by inserting 
“ voluntarily” before “left,” and by striking ont “or any person 


claiming under such,” carried. 


The amendment as amended was then adopted. 
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he bill was then ordered to be engrossed. M 

On motion of Mr Hill a bill supplemental to an act entitled 
an act to incorperate the town of Lagrange in the county of 
Fayette, wes taken up, read 2d time and passed to a third read- 
ing. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read 3d 
time and passed, | . 

On motion of Mr Grimes the Senate adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M. 
3 0,clock P. M. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called, quorum present. 7 

Mr Potter. withdrew his motion to lay on the table the motion 
of Mr Martin to reject the bill to prescribe a code of civil proce- 
dure for the State of Texas. | . 

Mr Martin withdrew his motion to reject the bill. 

The first reading of the bill was then resumed. : 

On motion of Mr Allen the Senate adjourned until Monday 
morning 10 o'clock, u 


MONDAY, December 10th, 1855, 


The Senate was ealled to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called—quorum present. . 

The Journal of Saturday was read aud adopted. 

Mr Martin presented several petitions of the citizens of Lime- 
stone county, asking a change of the county seat—referred to 
the committee on counties and county boundaries, and the peti- 
tion of Francisco Sanches—referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr Lott presented the petition of the heirs of Elizabeth 
Jones—referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, presented the petition of the heirs of 
John Ragsdale—referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of Alexander MeCul- 
loch—referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr Armstrong presented the petition of James Rogers—re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr Truit presented the petition of Wm. F. Stephenson—re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims. Also, the 
petition of Bailey Lout—referred to the same committee. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrogsed Bills 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

“A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall.” 
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«A Dill to quict land titles,” and 

‘A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in cer- 
tain counties.” 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs, made 
the following report: i 

“The committee on State affairs, to which was referred a 
“bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Railway company, or their assignees in certain cases, has instruct- 
ed me to report that said company having completed sufficient 
sections of road under their charter, to entitle them to anum- 
ber of land certificates they were accordingly issued. 

These certificates were required by law to be located, sur- 
veyed and pat ented within one year from their issuance. They 
were assigned by said company to third parties. The assignees 
it seems, had them located, surveyed and retuned to the Gen- 
eral Land Office, when it appeared that they had been located 
in the wrong district, and when the assignees attempted to 
rectify the mistake by placing their locations in the office of the 
proper district, it proved to be the case that these lands had 
been already located. By these mistakes and consequent de- 
lays the assignees were prevented from complying with the law 

_ requiring the certificates to be located, surveyed and patented 
within one year from their issuance. The committee has con- 
sidered all the circumstances above set forth, and believe that 
the matters a fair subject for relief, and that another year 
should be allowed the assignees of the certificates mentioned in 
the bill referred to them, in which to comply with the said 
conditions of the law. Wherefore. they have instructed me to 
report the bill back tothe Senate, and recommend its passage.” 

Mr Scott, chairman -of the committee on Public Lands, to 
which was referred the petition of James H. Starr and Thos. J. 
| Rusk—reported a bill for their relief and recommend its pass- 

age——bill read first time. 
| MrTaylor of Fannin, from the committee on Printing and 
contingent expenses, made the following report: 

“The committee on Printing and contingencies, have had 
the account of R.T. Brownrigg before them, and have agreed 
to file the blanks in said account with two dollars, per day, as 
there appears some doubt as to what pay should be allowed the 
porters. Your committee beg leave to refer this account, to- 
gether with the proposed amendment to the Senate for its 
action.” 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended, 
nd the report taken up for consideration. 


Mr Grimes moved to amend, by striking out “two,” and insert- 
ng “one.” 
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Mr Bryan moved to refer the report .to the committee on. 
Printing and co itingencies, and instruct them to report all 
expenditures to the present time—lost. 

Mr McCulloch moved to amend Mr Grimes’ amendment, by 
adding fifty cents per day, thereto—lost. 

The amendment of Mr Grimes was then adopted. 

Mr Weatherford introduced a bill for the relief-of William 
Rawlins—read first time. : 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of Hezekiah 
George—read first time. 

Mr Scarborough introduced a bill abolishing the office of Jus- 
tice of the Peace within the corporate limits of the city of 
Brownsville, and investing the Mayor of said city .with the 
powers and jurisdiction ot Justice of the Peace—read first 
time. 

Mr Guinn introduced a bill for the relief of Zachariah Bot- 
toms—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. : 

Mr Hill introduced a joint resolution concerning the public 
Debt—read first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill creating a permanent fund for the erection and sup- 
port of a State University, was read. 

The amendment of Mr Lott, to strike out “a,” and insert 

two,” before the word “university,” was adopted. 

On motion of Mr Grimes the bill was amended by striking 
out $300,000,” and inserting “$500,000.” 

Mr Millican moved to amend by striking out. “$500,000,” 
and inserting “$1,000,0000”—lost. 

Mr Palmer offered “a bill to establish a State University,” 
as a substitute. 

Mr Millican moved to postpone the consideration of the bill 
till Thursday, 18th December, 11 o’clock—lost. 

H Millican moved to lay the bill and substitute on the table 
—lost. 

Mr Guinn moved to lay the substitute on the table, carried 
by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lott, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Tay- 
lor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Truit, 
Weathertord and Wren, 18. | 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Hill, McCulloch, 
McDade, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Superviele, Whitaker aad 
White, 12. - 
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Mr Bryan offered a “bill to establish two universities,” as s 
substitute for the bill. l 

Mr Scott offered a bill appropriating $1,000,000 of the five 
per cent, United States bonds, as an additional fund for com- 
mon schools, as a substitute for the bill and substitute. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, 
P.M. : 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


Senate met—roll called—no quorum. 
On motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned until 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, Dee. 11th, 1855. 

The President: called the Senate to order, pursuant to ad- 
journment—rol!l called—quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr White presented the petition of Jas. Cummin, and the 
petition of Donna Inez Rene, et. al_—each referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of Francis Blundell—referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. | 

Mr Superviele presented the petition of Juan, and Juan 
Mannel Solo, and of Jose de Jésus Rodriguez; each referred to 
the cominittee on the Judiciary; and the petition of sundry 
citizens of Bexar county—treferred to the committee on coun- 
ties and county boundaries. 

Mr Truit presented the petition of W. D. Corden, of H. N. 
Askins, of Joseph Moore, and of Thomas Patterson—referred 


~ tothe committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr Palmer, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: 

“The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred the 
“bill to amend the act of limitation, have had the same under 
consideration, and instruct me to report a substitute for the 
_ same, and recommend its passage. The only change made in 
. the Statute is to permit the actual occupant of the soil.to plead 
_ the Statute of limitations against the State and against married 
; women, both of which changes itis believed by the committee 
_ will tend greatly to quiet the titles of property in the country.” 
On motion of Mr Caldwell the rule was suspended, and the 
_ Yeport made the special order for Thursday next, 18th inst. 
My White, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
| was referreda “bill to quiet land titles, reported the same back 
| and recommended its passage. | 
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Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report . 1 

“The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred the 
petition of Charles Baldwin, assignee of G. B. Brownrigg, have 
considered the same, and from the facts presented, your com- 
mittee are of the opinion that G. B. Brownrigg, the original 
grantee was entitled to one league and Fabor of land, as an 
emigrant of the first class, to the late Republic of 'Fexas, and 
upon investigation your eommittee find that there has been 
issued and patented to said Brownrigg one labor of land, and 
that oneleague of land was granted to him, on the 28d day 
of November, 1835, by Chas. S. Taylor, a commissioner author- 
ized by the Mexican authorities to grant deeds, &c. And the 
committee also find that grants, made after the 13th day of 
Nov., 1835, were declared ‘null and void, by the 10th section of 
the general provisions of the Constitution of the late Republie 
of Texas, and that it is declared in the 20th section of the 7th 
article of the State Constitution that no grant, declared null 
and void by the Constitution of the Republic of Texas, shall be 
reinvested or reinstated, &c. On account of the constitutional 
provision declaring this grant void, the committee are of the 
Opinion that we cannot reinstate, revive or confirm, or in any 
other manner make good the said grant, bat the committee are 
of opinion from the tacts of the case, that the parties are entitl- 
ed to relief, and therefore, the committee recommend that the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office be required to issue 
to the said parties a certificate for a like amount of land, at any 
time that said parties may return said grant, and cancel the 
same or any part thereof, and in view of said recommendation 
the accompanying bill is respectfully reported for the favora- 
ble consideration of the Senate.” 

A bill for the relief of G. B. Brownrigg, his heirs and as- 
signs”—read first time. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a “bill making appropriations to pay the expenses 
of volunteers called inte the service of the State, for the pro- 
tection of the frontier, and for other volunteer services,” report- 
ed the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the same committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: | 

“The committee on Finance, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of the citizens of Comal county, praying to be allowed to | 
retain the State tax of their county for the term of four yéars, | 
for the purpose of building a Court House. | 

The 27th section of the general provisions of the Constitu- - 
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tion, declares that “taxation shall be equal and uniform, 
throughont the State ; all property shall be taxed in proportion 
to its-value.” That is, that every individual or political divis- 
ion of the State, shall contribute equally towards the support 
ef the State Government, acccrding to the value of their prop- 
erty. Now to grant the prayer of the petitioners, would, ir 
the opinion of your committee, be giving exclusive privileges 
toa certain county or portion of the State, which would be con- 
trary to the. provisions of the Constitution, and would likewise, 
be unjust and improper legislation. 

Your committee can readily conceive the necessity, or rather 
utility of a good and sufficient Court House, and would recom- 
mend to the citizens to follow the example offered them by sev- 
eral other counties, and assess a special tax on their county for ` 
that purpose, for which purpose they submit the accompanying 
bill.” 

A bill to authorize the County Court of Comal county, to 
levy a special tax tor the purpose of building a Court House 
—read first time. 
` Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate Margaret Houston Col- 
lege, reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report: 

The committee on Public Debt, to which was referred the 
petition of Randall Jones, have had the same under considera- 
tion. It appears from the facts adduced, that the petitioner 
furnished a large amount of beef to the Texas army in 1837, 
under contract with the commander General Houston, for 
which he received in pay a large amount of promissory notes 
of the Republic of Texas, at their face value, upon which he 
alleges that he lost seventy-five cents on the dollar; to make up 
this deficiency he now.asks $4650. The committee are not ap- 
prized of the value of the promisory notes at the time the par- 
ty received them; for aught -we know they may have been 
worth their face value, and their depreciation may have taken 


. place after they had passed from this party. 


To grant relief in this and like cases, would, in the opinion 
of your committee, be unwise legislation, the result of which 
would lead toa readjustment- of most of the indebtedness of 
the late Republic of Texas, our Jaws for the adjustment of 
which we think should be final. Iam, therefore, instructed by 


_ the 2ommittee to report adversely to the petition.” 


Mr Millican offered the following resolution : 
“Resolved, that a select committee be raised for the purpose 
20 
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of inquiring into and prescribing the duties of the various off 
eers employed by the Senate for the present session, and that 
the same report accordingly—adopted. . 

Messrs. Millican, Bryan and Taylor of Cass, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a joint resolution, authorizing a 
vote of the people to be taken on the aet of Congress, concern- 
ing the Public Debt of the late Republic—read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill to prevent fraud at elections, and 
a bill to ineorporate the Indianola and Victoria Railroad com- 
pany—each read first time. . : 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill to incorporate Shawnee Lodge, 
No. 15, E. O. of O. F.—read first time. 

Mr Martin introduced a bill for the relief of the people of 
Navarro county—read first time. | 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended—bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Pirkey introduced a bill to. validate a survey and patent 
upon the headright certificate of John R. Rogers—read first: 
time. 

Mr Doane introduced a bill, supplemental to an act for the 
relief of James W. Magoffin, and Hugh Stephenson, approved 
the 21st of January 1854—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Doane, the rale was suspesded—bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. | 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, Mr Armstrong was ex- 
eused from attendance on the Senate, on account of sickness. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. ` 

The bill creating a fund for the erection and support of two 
State Universities, together with the substitutes therefor, offer- 
ed by Messrs. Bryan and Scott, being under consideration on 
yesterday when the Senate adjourned, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass; the bill and proposed sub- 
stitutes, were referred to the committee on Education. 

The majority report of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, on a bill to amend anact to provide for the construction 
of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, reeommending the pas- 
sage of the same, together with u minority report of the same 
committee, was read. l 

es motion of Mr Martin, the bill and report were laid on the 
table, gre 

Report of the committee on Education, on a bill to provide 
for the investment of the special school fund in the bonds of 


Railroad companies incorporated by the State, offering a sub 
stitute therefor, was read. | 
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On motion of Mr Grimes, the report and bill were made the 
special order for Monday next, 17th inst. 

A bill to amend the 21st section of an act, entitled an act to 
organize county courts, approved 16th March, 1848—read third 
time. 

Mr McCulloch offered the following amendment: 

“Provided that the commissioners and chief justices shall be 
allowed $3 00 per day, for the special term, at which they ex- 
amined the books of the “assessor and collector.” l 

Mr Flanagan moved to amend the amendment, by adding 
“and all other special terms.” 

On motion of Mr Potter, the amendment to the amendment 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the amendment offered by Mr McCaul- 
loch, was laid on the table. 

The bill was then passed. 

A bill te incorporate Larissa College, read third time, and 
passed by the following vote: - 

Yras——Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Mil- 
lican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Superveile, Taylor of Oass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Hous- 
ton, Truit, Weatherford and White, 26. Nays—none. 

A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
cases, read third time, and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas— Messrs. Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guin, Lott, Mar- 
tin, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Houston, Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren, 16. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Caldwell, Hill, McCulloch, Maverick, 
Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of Fannin, 
and Whitaker, 11. 

A bill fixing the salary of the Governor of the State, read 
_ third time, and passed by the following vote: . 
. Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
| Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pir- 
: key, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor 
-of Houston, Whitaker and White, 20. 
| Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Martin, Millican, Russell, Scott, 
| Taylor of Fannin, Truit, Weatherford and Wren, 9. 

_ The following bills were severally read third time and passed. 

“A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall.” om 
“A bill relating to the duties of assessors and collectors of 

Taxes. 

“A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Wingate.” 
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A pill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of bounty 
and donation land warrants, to persons entitled to the same.” 

“A bill to quiet land titles,” and 

“A bill for the relief of the heirs of John P. Rohers.” 

“A bill to define more particularly the Western and North- 
ern boundary line of Milam Land District—read third time, 
and on motion of Mr Russell, laid on the taule. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the vote on the passage of the bill 
for the relief of John P. Rohers was reconsidered, and 

On motion of Mr Truit, the bill was laid on the table. — 

= oe ehairman of the committee on enrolled bills re- 

orte 
P “A bill for the relief of A. W. O. Hicks.” 

“A bill legalizing the creation of Van Zandt county.” 

“A bill to make valid surveys made by the county surveyor 
of Van Zandt county,” and | 

«A bill to create the county of Parker,” correctly enrolled, 
properly signed, and have been this day presented to the Gov- 
ernor for his approval. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to 
authorize the District Courts of the State, to hear and deter- 
mine claims and accounts against the State, recommend that 
the same be laid on the table, was read. | 

Mr White by leave, made the following minority report: 

COMMITTEE Room, 
November 80th, 1855. 
To the Honorable, the President of the Senate. 

A. minority of the committee, to whom was referred a bill au- 
thorizing the District Courts, to hear and determine certain 
claims against the State of Texas have disagreed with the 
majority of that committee in some features of this report. 

The minority, however, agrees that the bill as drafted would 
be objectionable, on the grounds that it would open the door 
to, fraudulent claims for spoliation by the enemy while occu- 
pying a portion of our territory. 

The bill is also too unguarded in its provisions, to protect the 
State from an indiscriminate allowance for losses caused by the 
negligence or fault of owners without any regard to the good 
of the army or the success of the war. 

But this minority are of opinion that there are cases within 
the scope of this bill that should be relieved, and that the bill 
provides a proper mode for their adjustment. We particular- 
ly allude to the settlers West of the Colorado, and East of 
the Guadalupe river, and perhaps the whole of DeWitt’s col- 
ony. This portion of the country was peculiarly situated and | 
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liable to great hardship. It was the portion of the country se- 
lected by the army for the line of defence ; it was- the place for 
the encampment of the Texas army, and the rendezvous of the 
volunteers ; it was the only part of Texas where every article 
ot private property suitable for subsistance of the army was 
called into requisition; and it is known to some of the commit- 
tee that the great want of the supplies of subsistence frequent- 
ly caused struggles between the soldiers and citizens for the 
last bushel of corn, or last cow belonging to the settlements. It 
is a well known fact that there was not a cow, hog, or a bushel 
of corn left to the citizens in the vicinity of the army, and that 
the army was sustained by the property of the citizens till 
it was all consumed. 

Up to this time the Legislature has refused to provide for 
these claims, while at the same time it has lent a charitable 
ear to many claims of great amount which, in our opinion, 
have no higher claims on the justice of the State, or of its 
kind consideration. We are algo informed that the actual cit- 
izens in this district of country were few and poor, and that 
the amount of claims would not be great, while at the same 
time it would be rendering only shere justice to those entitled 
to its benefits and would divide the burthen of that dreadful 
day with thousands that are now enjoying the fruit of the sac- 
rifice and peril of the early pioneers. 

Another reason for disagreeing with the majority of the com- 
mittee is, that that bill contemplates the auditing the claims for 
lands due under the laws ot the country for services rendered to 
the Republic of Texas; with these claims the Legislature is now 
flooded insomuch that the business which is properly the subject 
of Legislation is excluded by the Legislature undertaking to 
adjudicate rights which should properly belong to the Judicia- 
ry. The act limiting the jurisdiction of courts to which these 
claims were properly referred, is the cause of this crowd of 
claims which is now presented. 

That the District Court is the proper tribunal to which these 
claims should be referred, we have no doubt, for the reason that 


_ itwould be cheap and convenient ; each claimant could, without 


the expense of travel, in his own county, where his witnesses 
live, and before a jury of twelve men, acquainted with his 
character, present his claim, and if just, with the hope of suc- 


cess; and if not, he would scarcely face bis neighbors with a 
fraud; or ifhe would, much more so would he come from 


home amongst strangers who are too often guided by the soft- 


nes of talk, 


We, therefore, recommend that the report of the majority be 
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rejected, and the bill recommitted to the committee of the ju- 
diciary with instructions to report a general bill for the purpose 
of auditing land claims, and a bill specially providing for 
elaims of those who lived West of the Colorado river and East 
of the Guadalupe river, and the whole of DeWitt’s colony. 

S. A. WHITE, one of the committtee. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the bill and repoits were 
indefinitely postponed. | 

A bill regulating the time of holding the courts in the sixth 
judicial district, read and on motion of Mr White, laid on the 
table. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to 
legalize certain surveys lying between the counties of Bastrop 
and Burleson, offering a bill to legalize certain surveys lying 
between the waters of the Colorado and Brazos rivers, as a 
substitute therefor, was read, substitute adopted, and bill order 
ed to be engrossed.. 

A bill to change the time of holding courts in the tenth ju- 
dicial district, read and on motion of Mr Guinn, laid on the 
table. j 

On motion of Mr Martin, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
B. Y. Gillen, was taken up, read second time, and referred to 
the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, it was ordered that all bills on 
their second reading, be taken up and acted on. 

House bill to change the name of Susan P. Cannon, to Su- 
san P. Cook—read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

House bili for the relief of E. M. Thomason—read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. l 

House bill to incorporate Walker Lodge, No. 19, I. O. of O. 
F.—read second time, and on motion of Mr Palmer, referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. | 

House bill making an appropriation for the per diem pay and 
mileage, of the members of the sixth Legislature, and the per 
diem pay of the officers of the same—read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

House bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the 
use of the State department, the Executive and Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the State of T’exas—read second time and on motion of 
Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee on Public Build- 
ings, 
ouse bill to provide for the better security of the archives 
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of the State department—read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Scott, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Honse bill for the relief of C. M. Goolsby—read second time, 
on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims, ; 

House bill for the relief of R. A. Powdrell; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Scott, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. . : 

House bill to incorporate Jno. M. Gibson Lodge, No. 18, I. O. 
of O. F.; read second time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of 
Fannin, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Joint resolution relative to the votes of Senators Rusk and 
Houston, on the Kansas Nebraska bill; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

House bill for the relief of Kindalis Bryan; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr“Potter, referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John McCormick; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Palmer, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to incorporate Brazoria county Insurance Company ; 

read second time, and on motion of Mr Bryan, referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. o 

A bill to legitimate Donaciana Howland, daughter of 8. W. 
Howland, dec’d.; read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill requiring Chief Justices of county courts, to give bond 
for the faithful performance of their official duties; read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the Ju- 
diciary committee. 

A bill to incorporate Ida Lodge, No. 14, I. O. of O. F.; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to 
the committee on State Affairs. : 

A billto amend an act to incorporate Chapel Hill College; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, refer- 
red to the committee on Education. 
` A bill to repeal an act regulating estrays; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. i 

A billto amend the 4th section of an act, regulating and 

- restraining the sale of spirituous liquors, approved February 
lith, 1854; read second time, and on motion of Mr Scott, re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. l 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of T. M. Mayher; read sec: 
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ond time, and on Motion of Mr Hill, referred to the committee. 
on Claims and Accounts. . 

A bill to create the county of Caddo; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Allen, referred to the committee on Counties. 
and County Boundaries. 

A bill for the relief of S'meon T. Hart; read second time, 
and.on motion of Mr Weatherford, referred to the committee. 
on Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolutlon proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
of the State; read second time, and referred to the committee 
onthe Judiciary, on motion of Mr. Palmer. 

A bill to provide for the transfer of certain books, papers, 
archives, and records. from the Adjutant Generat’s offices to 
the General Land office ; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Potter, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to regulate the sale of spirituous liquors in the several 
counties of the State; read second time, and on motion of Mr 
White, referred to the committee on State Affairs. i 

A bill authorizing the use of the Spanish language, before 
Justice’s courts in certain cases, in the counties West of the 
Guadaloupe river; read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Superviele, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of S. F. Sparks; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Whitaker, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. | 

A bill for the relief of the assignee of David Spears; read 
second time, and on motion of Mr ‘Taylor of Houston, referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A billtoamend the Ist section of an act to provide for the 
appointment of Patrols, and to preseribe their duties and pow- 
ers; read second time, an on motion of Mr Scott, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Oonstituti- 
on; read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred ta 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to create the county of Atascosa; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Superviele, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County Boundaries. 

A. bill for the relief of. James M. Day; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr McCulloch, referred to the committee on 
Finance. hie 

A bill for the relief of Simom Cockrell and others; read sec- 
ond time, and on motion of Mr McCulloch, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Stout; read second time, and 
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or molon of Mr Russell, referred to the committee on Public 
ands. : 

A bill for the relief of Mercer Fane, senior, and William M. 
Hewitt; read second time, and on motion of Mr Truit referred, 
to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill for the relief of Hezekiah George; read second time 
and on metion of Mr Flanagan, referred te the committee on 
Private Land Claims. ` 

A bill to abolish the office of Justice of the Peace, in the 
corporate limits of the city of Brownsville, and to invest the 
Mayor of said city with the powers of Justice of the Peace; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr Scarborough, referred 
tothe committee onthe Judiciary. ` 

Joint resolution concerning the Public Debt read second 
time, and on motion of Mr Hill, referred to the committee on 
Public Debt. 

A: bill for the relief of Wm. Rawlins; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Weatherford, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

“A blil for the relief of John McCoy ; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. | 

A bill to. change the time of holding the courts in the 13th 
Judicial District; read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Millican, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of John Sparks; read second time, and 
on motion of Mr Whitaker, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A bill to require the return of unconditional headright cer- 
tificates in certain cases; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee'on Public Lands. 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the 
Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad eompany; read sec- 
end time, and on motion of Mr Allen, referred to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill for the purchase of a site, and erection of a Store and 
Warehouse, and for other purposes; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr Weatherford, referred to the committee on the 
Penitentiary. 

A bill to admit to record authentic copies of certain instru- 
ments; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Taylor of Cass, 
referred to the committee onthe Judiciary. 

Mr Hill (by leave) introduced a bill to define the 1st Judicial 
District, and to fix the time of holding the district courts there- 
in; read first time. 
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On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, introdueed (by leave) a bill for the re- 
lief of Thos. Ragsdale, et. al.; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended ; 
bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance, on motion of Mr Potter. | 

A bill authorizing the Comptroller to issue certain lost cer- 
tificates of stock on certain conditions was taken up; read and © 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended ; bill read. 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
3 o’clock, P. m. 

8 o’clock, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The first reading of the bill to prescribe a code of civil pro» 
cedure for the State ot Texas was resumed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned till to-mor 
row morning, 9 o’clock, 


: Wepnespay, Dec. 12th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant te 
adjournment—roll called-—qnorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Doane presented the petition of Joel L. Ankrum, referred 
to the commtitee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
county of Newton, referred to the committee on Internal Įm- 
provements. 

Mr Millican presented the petition of sundry members of the 
bar in the 13th Judicial District—referred to the committee on 
Judicial Districts. 

Mr Maverick presented the petition of H. L. Upshur, referred 
to the commmittee on the Judiciary, and the petition of “B. W. 
Gillock”—referred to the committee on glaims and accounts. 

Mr Russell from the committee on engrossed bills reported 

‘A bill to legalize certain surveys, lying between the waters 
of the Brazos and Colorado Rivers,” and 

A bill to authorize the Comptroller to issue certain lost cer- 
tificates of Stock on certain conditions”—correctly engrossed. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, te 
which was referred “ A Bill to provide for the transfer of certain 
books, papers, archives and records from the adjutant General’s 
office, to the General Land Office.” reported the same baek and 
recommended its passage. | i 
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Mr Scott, chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred a bill to require the return of unconditional Headright 
certificates in certain cases, reported the same back with the 
following amendment, strike out in the 10th, and 11th line of 
the bill, the words “and subject to relocation,” and recommended 
the adoption of amendment, and the passage of the bill. 

Mr Scott, from the same committee, to which was referred a 
Dill for the relief of Jonas Green and Middleton Perry, reported 
** A Bill for the relief of persons who had legal files in the reserve 
of lands made by the act to provide for the construction of the 
Mississippi and Pacific Railroad” as a substitute therefor, and 
recommend its adoption and passage. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred a bill for the relief of Wm. Rawlins, reported a substi- 
tute therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio, 
reported the same back with the following amendments: amend 
ist by striking out “Sections 8 and 9” of the 7th article, being 
the two last sections of the bill, and amend 2d, by adding to the 
dill section 8th, “this act shall take effert and be in force from 
and after the first day of July 1856,” and recommended the 
adoption of the amendments and the passage of the bill. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the same committee, made the follow- 
ing report. 

“The Judiciary committee have considered a resolution di- 
recting them to take into consideration the propriety of passing 
a law allowing open accounts to be proved before a Notary 
Pnblic &c., and report by bill or otherwise, and the committee 
direci me to report that they are of the opinion, that the laws 
now in force furnish as convenient means as can be well, and 
at the same time safely devised, for taking the testimony of wit- 
nesses who reside out of the county in which a suit may be pend- 
ing, where their evidence is to be used. Ifthe witness resides 
in the State his evidence may be taken under a commission 
from either a district or Justices court, before either a chief Jus- 
tice of a county, clerk of a District or county court, or a Notary 
Public, and if the witness, resides out of the State evidence 
may be taken in like manner before either a notary Public, er 
clerk of a court of Record within the State or county where the 
witness resides, or before a commissoner of the State of Texas 
for such state—Hart. Dig. art. 726, 820, 1730 and 124; Thus 
under the present laws every facility is given for taking evidence, 
and proving open accounts or any other matters before Notaries 
Public, and full opportunity is also given for the examination 
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and cross examination of witnesses. If the object of the resolu- 
tion be, as is supposed, to, call for the report of a bill, under the 
provisions of which a party could by his own or other “ ex-parte” 
affidavits, prove up his claim, then the committee have to say, 
that in their opinion such a course would be extremely unsafe 
and would not tend to promote the ends of justice. A fair and 
fall cross examination of witnesses, either in open court or upon 
interrogatories is believed to be essential to the proper adminis- 
tration of Justice, and any plan which would do away with such 
examination would tend to the suppression of truth and be an 
inducement to perjury. The committee therefore direct me to 
return the resolution te the Senate and recommend that it be 
laid upon the table.” 

Mr Millican, chairman of the select committee, to inquire 
into and prescribe the duties of the various officers of the Senate 
&c., made the following report. 

“The duties of the secretary shall be to exercise a supervisory 
care over all the secretaries and clerks of the Senate, and to keep 
a correct journal of the proceedings of the Senate and discharge 
the usual duties appertaining to his office generally, and make 


all contracts for stationary, lights, fuel, and such other incidental 


expenses; who shall on the last day of each week report the 
same in full with the other contingent expenses of the Senate 
for confirmation. 

The duties of the Sergeant at arms, shall be, in addition to 
those assigned by the rules of the Senate, to receive and receipt 
for all printed documents that are furnished for the use of the 
Senate, and distribute the same among the members, and a gen- 
eral supervision over the mail department of the Senate, and 
also over the door-keepers and Porters of the Senate. The duties 
of the door-keeper shall be in addition ta those assigned by the 
rules, to keep the door, announce all the messages to the Senate, 
and to permit no one to enter on the floor of the Senate chamber, 
except the members of the Legislature -and the officers of the 
State and the two houses, unless by permission of the President 
or a Senator, to see to the cleaning ef the Senate chamber, and 
its furniture, also to the making and extinguishing of fires, and 
providing lights and water for the use of the senate, attend to 
` the receiving, preparing and forwarding the mail matter of the 
‘members of the Seuate. The Asst. deor-keeper shall aid the 
door-keeper in the discharge of his duties, and shall when re- 
quired assist the Sergeant atarms. There shall be one Porter for 
the Senate who shall be employed by the secretary, whose com- 
pensation shall not exceed one dollar per day, whose duty it 
shall be to bring water make fires, and do such other things as 
may be assigned him by the door-keeper,” ; 
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-On motion of Mr Millican the rule was suspened, report taken 
up and adopted. 

Mr Palmer introduced a bill for the relief of the Galveston 
and Red river Railwav company, and supplemental to the sever- 
al acts fo incorporate said company, read first time. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was suspended, bill read 2d 
time and referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill supplemental to an act to in- 
corporate the Henderson and Burkville Railroad company, ap- 
proved Jan’y 27 1854—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was suspended, bill read 
2d time and referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 
_ Mr Potter (by leave) presented the petition of L. M. Hitch- 

cock, referred to the committee on Public debt; also the petition 
of Willard Richardson—+veferred to the committee on claims and 
accounts. 

Mr Martin introduced a bill to amend an act for the relief of 
certain prisoners of war, passed Feb’y 9th 1850—read first time. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Report of the committee on public debt, on “a bill giving the 
assent of the State of Texas to ‘an act to provide for the pay- 
ment of such creditors of the late Republic of Texas, as are 
comprehended in the act of Congress of September 9th 1850 ;” 
which was passed at the 2d session of the 33d Congess of the 
United States, and approved Feb. 28th 1855,” reporting ad- 
versely thereto—was read. ; 

Mr Palmer moved to postpone the consideration of the bill 
and report till the Ist Monday in January—lost. 

On motion of Mr Potter the reportand bill were made the 
special order for Wednesday next, 19th inst. 

A bill to legalize certain surveys lying between the waters of 
the Colorado and Brazos rivers—read 3d time and passed. 

A bill to authorize Glover Wells to construct a bridge across 
the East Fork of the Trinity river—read and ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

A bill to anthorize William M. Lee and others to construct a 
bridge across the East Fork of the Trinity at or near Lees Fer- 
ry—-read and ordered to be engrossed. 

Report of the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, on a 
bill supplemental to an act authorizing and requiring the coun- 
ty courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers &c.—offering 
amendments thereto was read. 

On motion of Mr Hill re-referred to the same committee. 

Report of the Judiciary committee on a joint resolution pro- 
posing an amendment to the constitution, for the purpose of 
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giving the Legislature control of the School lands, recommend- 
ing that the same be laid on the table—was read and adopted. 
A bill for the relief of Ira B. Dement, read and ordered to 
be engrossed. 
Mr Taylor of Cass, moved the appointment of a committee 
No. 2, on Private Land Claims, Mr Whitaker as chairman. 
Messrs. Whitaker, Russell and Pirkey were apppointed the 
committee. 
A bill to restore lands sold.for Taxes and purchased by the 


State, to the former owners, on certain conditions, read and or- | 


dered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of James Lamb, read and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to change the names of Martha and John McDonald, to 
those of Martha McDodald Bateman and John McDonald Bate- 
man, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bailey, read and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Valentine T. Dalton, read and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill to reorgan- 
ize the 8th Judicial District, and define the time of holding 
courts in the same, offering a substitute therefor—was read, 
substitute adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Pirkey the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. 

A bill to amend the Ist section of an act for the relief of the 
citizens of Mercer’s Colony, approved Feb’y 2, 1850; read. 

Mr Martin offered a bill supplemental to an act for the reliet 
of the citizens of Mercer’s Colony, approved Feb’y 2, 1850, asa 
substitute—rejected. i 

On motion of Mr Martin the bill was then laid on the table. 

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the 7th section ot 
the 4th art. of the constitution—read. 

On motion of Mr Potter the resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, a bill to make an appropriation 
for the payment of Voluuteers, called into the service of the 
State of Texas, was taken up——read and passed to a 3d reading. 

Mr Palmer moved a suspension of the rule for the final read- 
ing of the bill—tost. 

Report of the committee on the Judiciary on the memorial of 
Wesley Kirkpatrick, recommending that it be laid on the table, 
was read and adopted. 

A Message was received from the House informing the Senate, 
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senate, to 
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allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, to take possession and control 
of his estate, and to transact business as though he were of full 
age. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the Senate adjourned 
until 3 o’clock P. m. 

oe 3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The first reading of the code of civil procedure was resumed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning at 9 o'clock, 
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SENATE CHAMBER, 
December 13th, 1855. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment—prayer by the Chap- 
Jain—roll called—quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of Thos. Bell, praying for lang 
—referred to the committee on private land clams no 1. 

Mr White presented the petition of Juan Delagado, for re- 
lief; referred to the committee on private land claims no. 2. 

Mr Grimes, charman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 

The committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill for 
the relief of Stevenson Archer, have considered the bill and a 
majority of the committee have instructed me to return the same 
to the Senate with amendments and recommend its passage. 

The billis to pay Stevenson Archer, district surveyor of El 
Paso district, one hundred end fifty dollars, for making a map 
of his land district for the General Land office. _ 

The amendment offered by the committee, is to allow John H. 
Cole a like sum for compiling a map of Dallas county, and for 
seed connections from the Robertson and Nacagdoches land 
“district. 

The committee had before them the certificate of the Gom- 
missioner of the General land office, that the maps had been re- 
eeived and that the prices charged were reasonable. 

Amend section Ist by inserting after “district :” ‘ And that 
John H. Cole be allowed the sum of $150, for making a map of 
Dallas county and connections with the Robertson and Nacog- 
doches land district.” 

In section ist after “ Archer,” insert “John H. Cole,”—in 
caption, after “ Archer,” insert John H Cole. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, made the following report: 


The committee on public debt have considered the petition of 
Robt. Wilson. 
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-From an investigation of the petition and vouchers, we find 
that the petitioner asks for renumeration for property destroyed 
by the Mexican Army in the year 1832. He further sets forth 
the facts that he did great personal services for the Republic of 
Texas, in the struggle for independence. The committee are 
fully satisfied that the petitioner did sustain a great loss by the 
Mexican Army having burnt his property at Harrisburg in 1836, 
and that it comes properly under the head of spoilations, for 
which we think weare authorized to say no government has 
ever paid. The despoiling of property by a country’s enemy is 
one, consequent upon Revolutions, and one of the fates of war, 
which the citizens of all revolutionary governments have had to 
sustain, and we cannot for a moment entertain the idea that Tex- 
as will ever abandon the long sustained principle, and attempt to 
pay for losses thus sustained, which would prove ruinous in the 
end. As to the articles furnished the Mexican Government in 
the year 1832, we have but to remark that by no construction 
could this become a charge against the Government of Texas, as 
at that time the Republic of Texas did not exist. Those advan- 
ces were made to the Government of Mexieo, and are chargeable 
to that Government and not to Texas. 

For the personal services of the petitioner, inthe dark hour of 
our Revolution, we feel much inclined to reward him in his de- 
clining years; and as there is in our opinion no barrier to pre- 
vent the Legislature from making a donation to one who has 
thus served the Republic at great sacrifice of his own interest 
and personal welfare. Iam therefore instructed by the com- 
mittee to report the following bill, making a donation of ten sec- 
tions of land to Robt. Wilson, and recommend its passage. 

A bill making a donation of ten sectionsof land to Robert 
Wilson, on account of personal services rendered the late 
Republic of Texas, during her revolution: read first time. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on publie lands, made 
the following report : ` , 
The committee on publie lands to whom was referred the 
memorial of John S. Cowen, have considered the same, and we 
learn from said memorialist that he has discovered certain valu- 
able lead mines lying and being in the North-eastern portion of 
the State of Texas and in the reserve of lands made by the act 
chartering the Mississippi and Pacific R. R. Company; and in 
the opinion of the memorialist, said mines are very valuable and ` 
rich, and if managed with prudence, will be a source of imimense 
wealth to the State. The memorialist further says that he has 
been at much labor and some expense in making this discovery 
and testing the value and amount of the ore of said mine; and 
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he prays to be vested with the right to work and use said mines 
for-his individual benefit and profit, holding and using the same 
for the space of ten years. Tas 

Your committee are disposed to believe from the statements ot 
the memorialist, that he is a citizen worthy of the favorable con- 
sideration of the Legislature, and such energy and enterprise as 
he has shown that he possesses deserves well, and should be 
properly appreciated by any people, 

Your committee however, in the absence of more authentic 
and definite information as to the precise locality er value of 
said mine, feel to be stopped from granting so magnificent a 
boon to the memorialist. 

And we feel constrained to acknowledge and assert that we 
believe that there was wuch wisdom shown by the Legislative 
authority of our country in reserving to the State all mines and 
minerals for her sole use, and notwithstanding there is much 
reason to favor our own Citizens, who may make discoveries at 
the expense of their own time and means, yet we consider that it 
would be unwtse to granta reward so magnificent as this is 
shown to be by the memorialist himself, without full and clear 
evidence of the locality, extent and value ofsaid mines, and your 
committee therefore report the memorial back to the Senate and’ 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 

Mr Taylor of F,from the committee on private land claims, 
to whoin was referred the petition of H. N. Askins, reported the 
same back, recommending its rejection. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported the following bills correctly engrossed ; 

A bill to change the name of Martha McDonald and John Me- 
Donald to that of Martha MeDonald Bateman and John MeDon- 
ald Bateman. 

A bill authorizing Glover Wells to construct a bridge acress 
the East fork of Trinity river. 

A bill to re-organize the eighth Judicial district and define the 
time of holding the district Courts therein. 

A bill to restore lands sold for taxes and_ purchased by the 
State, to the former owners upon certain conditions. 

A bill for the relief of Ira B. Dement. ° 

A bill authorizing W m. M. Lee and others to construct a bridge 
accross the Kast fork of the Trinity, at or near Lee’s ferry, 

A bill for the relief of Valentine ‘I’. Dalton. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bailey, And 

A bill fer the relief of James Lamb, 

Mr Hord presented (by leave) the petitions of the people ot 
Liberty. county for the reliefof the Cushattee Indians; referred 
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to committee on Indian affairs. 

_ Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, to which 
was referred a bill for the wlief of Dicy Craig, reported the same 
back, recommending its passage. 

Mr Taylor of F, chairman of the. committee on private land 
claims, to whom was referred the petition of W. D. Carder, re- 
ported the same back, recommending its rejection. 

Mr Taylor of F, from the same committee, made the following 
report : 

The committee on private land claims, to which was referred 
the petition of L. E. Griffith, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and instruct me to report that they have established a rule 
. not to recommend any claim unless applied for by the party- 
originally entitled or his heirs; in no case do they deem it pru. 
dent to recommend a claim in favor of an assignee ; the commit- 
tee think to vary from this rule would be to open a wide door to 
frand. The petition of L. E. Griffith is based upon a right 
supposed to have originally accrued to another, 'They there- 
o return the papers and recommend that the same be reject- 
ed. . l 
The committee on private land claims have considered the 
‘petition of Jasiah Gilbert and find that the facts set forth by the 
petitioner are not sustained by proof suilicient to authorize the 
committee to report a bill for his relief. Ifthe facts were prop- 
erly sustained, the petitioner would be entitled to relief. 

The committee on private land claims have considered the 
petition of the heirs of Edgar W. Sanders, and are satisfied from 
the evidence that they are entitled to a certificate for 640 acres of 
land. The committee therefore report the following bill and're- 
commend its passage ` 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edgar W. Sanders; read 
first time. | 

The committee on private landelaims to which was referred 
the petition of Thos, Roysdale, administrator of John Roysdale, 
have considered the same. The facts as produced to the com- 
mittee are these: It appears that John Roysdale was a citizen 
(colonist) of Wavel’s colony in 1831 ; that he received a certif- 
cate to that effect from Ben R. Milam, agent of Wavel—that he 
died.in the Republic of Texas—that he was a single man— 
that after his death the board of land commissioners of Red 
river county isstted a certificate, to Thomas Roysdale.as his ad 
ministrator, on.the 12th of February 1838, and that the board ot 

traveling land commissioners did not recommend his certificate, — 
for some reason, probably John Roysdale being dead-and having 
no representative. before the Court. Considering the. ¢ircum 


. 203 


stances—his early settlement—his residence and his death in this 
country, the committee are of opinion that his heirs ought to have. 
the benefits of the law which would apply to the decedent, had 
he been now living. The committee therefore report the fol- 
lowing Bill and recommend its passage : 

A bill forthe relief of the heirs of John Roysdale; read first 
ume. 

The committee on private land claims have considered the pe- 
¢ition of Kobert Eanders and are satisied from the evidence that 
the said. Robt. Sanders is justly entitled to a certificate for six 
hundred and forty acres of land. They therefore present the ac- 
companying bill and recommend its passage : 

A bill for the relief of Robert Sanders; read first time. 

Mr Taylor, chairman of the committee on private land claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Patterson for land, 
reported the bill for his relief and recommended its passage; 
read first time. 

Mr Taylor, chairman of said committee, also reported a bill 
for the relief of Joseph Moore ; read first time. 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made the 
following report : 

The committee on private land claims to which was referred 
the petition of Ezekiel Vickers, have had the same under consid- 
eration and find the facts thus: Ezekiel Vickers emigrated to 
Texas in 1835. Hə resided in Sabine conitv Texas, at the decla- 
ration of Independence of the Republic of Texas, and remained 
in said county until 15th of March 1838. He was a single man. 
He performed all the duties required of him bylaw. He did 
not assist the enemy, and did not abandon the country to avoid 
a participation in the struggle tor muependence. He served-un— 
der Captain Landrum in 1836, The said Vickers appeared 
before the board of Jand Commissioners of Sabine county in 
1838, and obtained a certificate for one third league of land.— 
It further appears that the records of the board of jand Commis- 
sioners of Sabine county were kept in loose sheets of paper.— 
| There appears to have been no entry or record of the claim, ex- 
cept the words “ Vickers Ezekiel, 484.” The tuvestigating board 
certify that the records were kept on detached sheets of paper, 
and in one instance a certificate was produced to them which 
did not appear on the record, and they recommended it as genu—. 
ine. The committee think the claim a good claim against the 
government. ‘They further find that the said Ezekiel has never 
received another certificate for land; and therefore reporta bill 
for his relief and recommend its passages bill read first time. 
‘Mr Palmer, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 


204 


To the Hon. President of the Senate : . 

The committee of the Judiciary to whom has been referred 
the bill for the relief of the Texian Creditors of the German 
emigration Company, and to quiet the titles to lands of the 
colonist, have ex amined the subject and the evidence procuced 
to them and they have instructed me to report as follows: 

That by the authority of the act of the 4th February, 1841, 
Hartley, Art. 2008) entitled “An act granting lands to emi- 
grants ” which act was made generally on the th day of Feb- 
ruary 1842, (Art. 2087,) the President of the Republic of Texas, 
on the first day of September 1843, entered into a contract with 
Henry F. Fisher, and Burehard Miller, embodying the princi- 
ples of said act and authorizing the said contractors and their 
associates, to introduce foreign colonists into said colony, not less 
than six hundred nor more than six thousand families; that the 
contractors and colonists were released from the onerous condi- 
tions of cultivation and building of log cabins, by the act of the 
29th day of January, 1845,and by the law of the 20th day of 
March, 1848, the benefits of the act and- grant are extended to 
every colonist introduced into Te.zas by the German Emigration 
Company, (Huartley’s Dig. Art. 2139, 2141, 2206, 2217, 2245. 

From the evidence before your committee and the statement 
of one of the Senators then resident at Indianola, there is no 
doubt but that the contractors introduced severa! thousand souls 
during the years 1845 and 1846. The precise number of inhab- 
itants or heads of families introduced cannot be precisely known, 
as many are shown to have died of contagion soon after their 
first landing. From a certificate however of the Commissioner 
of the General land office, it appears that the (‘ommissioners ap- 
pointed to issne certificates to emigrants under the several acts 
of the Legislature, have issued certificates to the amount of one 
million seven hundred and thirty-five thonsand two hundred 
acres (1,725,200 acres,) being equal to two thonsand seven hun- 
dred and one families (2,701 families.) This about corresponds 
with the statements of the contractors, that they introduced a 
‘population of from ten to twelve thousand souls. 

ft must be acknowledged that the great interest that Texas 
had in the enterprise was the increase of the population, the 
planting of inhabitants where before there were none and the 
survey and sectionizing a country for the use of the enterprise, 
reserving tothe government the alternate sections. All these 
objects were accomplished. A hardy and industrious popula- 
tion was introduced—the country was surveyed and wealth and 
industry ‘vere carried into the wilderness. 

The expense of such an enterprise is known. to. have been en- 
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ormous, the surveys alone having been shown to have cost eighty 
thousand dollars. 

Fisher and Miller are shown to have assigned the principal 
interest 10 their contract tothe German Emigration Company, 
who are recognized as such throughout the series of Legislation 
referred to. 

The first qnestion presented to the Legislature, is what are the 
contractors and their assignees entitled to receive from the State 
for these services, The solution of this question is plain and 
simple. By the contract they were entitled to ten sections of 
land for each hundred families introduced, or in other words, 
they were entitled to two hundred and seventy sections of pre— 
mium land, equal to one hundred and seventy-two thousand 
eight hundred acres (172,800 aares,) with the privilege of loca- 
ting these sections upon the reserved alternate sections, ‘The 
premium lands have been obtained, but the privilege of locating 
them upon the choice alternate sections was lost—the preference 
given to the colonists. 

In the second place, the contractors were entitled to contract 
with the emigrants for one half of the quantity to which the em— 
igrants were entitled, by virtue of the law and contracts. And 
by the contract it was specially provided that the letters from 
the government fer such portion (not exceeding one half,) should 
issue direct to the. Empressario, so as to protect them in any such 
agreements withthe emigrants, By a report of the Commiss—_ 
ioner of the General land office, sent to your committee upon the 
10th inst., it appears that two two thousand four hundred and 
sixty-four agreements made with the German Emigration Com- 
- pany, by emigrants introduced into Texas under the Coloniza- 
tion contract of Fisher and Miller, 1500 with heads of families 
and the residue with single men, are on file in the General land 
office. It is reasonable to suppose that the remaining 237 fam- 
ilies emigrated under the like agreement. Indeed it is a matter 
of history, that the colonists of this and all the other enterprizes 
authorized by the Republic of Texas, emigrated with the under- 
standing that the colonists were to receive one half the land and 
the Empresarios the remaining half. The company therefore 
would be entitled to receive from the colonists lands, equal to 
eight hundred and sixty-seven thousand six hundred acres 
(867,600 acres.) © 

The Legislature seems not to have been wholly unmindful 
of this right, however it may have failed to secure it. For by 
the 11th section of the act of the 2lst January, 1850, it is de- 
clared “that the citizens of Texas—-ereditors of said company-- 
shall have alien in the nature of a mortgage, upon the premi- 
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um lands and the Jands obtained by contract from individual 
colonists, and the State, acquired in accordance with the act by 
conforming to the following requisites. The substance of the 
requisites are to sue and obtain judgments in the District Court 
of Bexar county.—(Hartley, art. 2255.) - 

And by the third section of the act of the 11th February, 
1850, it is provided “that patents shah issue directly to the 
German emigration company for the portion of land to which 
they are entitled under the law, by contract with the emigrants 
upon the presentation of the contract with the emigrants at 
the General Land Office, and the land so issned to the compa- 
ny shall be subject to the same law in favor of the creditors as 
the other lands are subject to, which are acquired by virtue of 
the act to which this is a supplement.” 

To understand the tender solicitude of the Legislature for 
the citizens of Texas, who were creditors of the German emi- 
gration company, it must be bornein mind thatthe company in 
transporting the immigrants from Galveston, Houston and In- 
dianola, to New Braunfels and the colony, in subsisting them 
the first year, in surveying the county and supporting the enter- 
prise, large debts had been incurred for which negotiable drafts 
had issued, and fallen into the hands of citizens of Texas. 
Under the provisions of the eleventh section of the act of 1850 
many of these debts have been sued to judgement; and your 
committee is assured by the collecting attorneys of the credit- 
orsand others, that these debts in the aggregate, fall a little 
short, principal and interest and costs of three hundred thous- 
and dollars, (§300,000.) by a contract between the German em- 
igration company and the.creditors, five sixths of the entire 
claim of the contractors upon the Government forlands have 
been assigned to the creditors, leaving the company only one 
sixth of theclaim for the enormous expense necessarily paid 
in carrying on the enterprize. 

It therefore becomes a question of great materiality, as to whe- 
ther or vot the State has done anything by hasty and unadvised 
legislation, to impair the rights of the contractors and the leg- 
islative lien in favor of the creditors upon those rights. It 
cesms to your committee that these rights have been greatly 
impaired, and in fact so complicated and jeopardized as to 
render the equity of the contractors and creditors almost val- 
ueless. 

And first by the act of 1848, in favor of the colonists_the cer- 
tificates were issned to the colonists for 640 acres of land te 
the heads of families, and 320 acres to single men, (Hartley, art 
2206,) the holders of these certificates had the right to designate 
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any of the surveyed lands within the colony, irrespective of the 
rights of the company, (art. 2208,) a report of the comissioner 
of the General Land Office, of the 4th inst., advises your com- 
mittee that W. F. Evans, the commissioner appointed under this 
act, issued eight hundred and fifty, (850,) certificates of 640 
acres_each to heads of families, and five hundred and fifty 
nine, (559,) of 320 acres each to single men. 

These were legislative grants, prior in date to the act of 1850, 
which attempted to create a lien in favor of creditors; many of 
these certificates have been transferred to innocent purchasers 
and they now claim the entire quantity of land. 

Tf this act be susceptible of the construction that these cer- 
tificates are legislative.grants to the full amount, it results as a 
consequence that the State has pro tanto given io the colonists 
which of right belonged to both colonists and contractors and 
the injustice of thus favoring those who acquired their certifi- 
cates under the act of 1848, while those who subsequently ac- 
quired their certificates find them incumbered with the rights 
of the company and creditors, will be apparent to every one. 


Again, the act of the first of Feb. 1854, ‘provides that the pa- 
tents in all cases shall issue to the colonists or their assignees, 
irrespective of the rights of the contractors and creditors, and 
the evidences on file in the general land office.—Statutes of 
Texas, Vol. 5, Chapter Page. : 

Under the faith of these several acis, and what these certifi- 
cates import upon their face, many of the colonists and their 
assignees have taken possession of the lands, selected and sur- ~ 
veyed under them. Some of these lands we are advised have 
been patented—but the further issuance of patents has been ar- . 
rested by an injunction suit, in behalfof the contractors, against 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. ‘This suit we 
are informed, is still pending in the District Court of Travis 
county. The effect of a suit to determine the rights of 2,700 
parties, or of 2,700 suits to try these rights, will be readily com-- 
prehended by every one the least experienced in litigation. It 
would arrest the tide of emigration, retard improvement, and di- 
minish the value of the country, and the amount of revenue for 
many years. It would delay a large number of our citizens in 
the collection of debts contracted upon the faith of the rights of 
the contractors—debts already withheld now over seven years. 
It would give the appearance of bad faith, both to the con- 
tractors, and the holders of certificates. It would make an in- 
vidious discrimination between those colonists, and the colonists - 
of-Mercer and Peters’ eolony, to all of whom has been secured 
the full quantum of land to which the colonists and contractors 
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were entitled, and the latter contractors were provided for in a 
law which relieved the colonists, and gave peace and quiet toa 
choice portion of the State. i 

The quantity of land proposed to be given, is no more than 
what is equitably due, and the results will enure to the benefit 
of citizens of Texas, now occupying antagonistic relations 
through the hasty legislation of those to whom all look for 
justice. 

The certificates proposed to be issued are only of the value of 
floating certificates, and therefore actually of less value than 
the judgment debts. | 

The majority of the committee have therefore instructed me 
to report a substitute for the bill, and recommend its passage. 

E. A. PALMER, one of the Committee, 

Mr Scott chairman of the committee‘on Public Lands made 
the following reports: ; 

The committee on public lands to which was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of Hill county, asking that legislative 
permission be granted to S. O. and S. H. Dyer, to construct 
and build a flouring mill upon the Brazos river in said county, 
and to be permitted to erect a dam across said river for the pur- 
pose of facilitating the operation of said machinery; your com- 
mittee have considered the matter presented and nave come to 
the conclusion that if the construction of said machinery and 
dam is not a public nuisance or would not become so by produc- 
ing Stagnant wafer and thereby causing disease among the 
people of the neighborhood, nor disturb navigation en said river, 
by the erection of said dam, that there is no need of legislative 
interposition, and therefore report said memorial back to the 
Senate and ask to be discharge’ from the further consideration 
of the subject, believing it to be inexpedient to grant the prayer 
of the memorialist. 

The committee on public lands to which was referred a bill for 
the relief of the soldiers of the Republic of Texas, have had the 
. same uhder consideration and find that it proposes a donation of 
320 acres of land to every soldier of the Republie who served 
for a term of 14 days in defence of the country or that was en- 
gaged in any battle either with the Indians or Mexicans; and the 
committee are of opinion’that this act if passed into a law would 
dispose of a large amount of the pnblic domain, and divert it 
from other and very laudible purposes, and therefore shoud not 
be adopted. ‘The committee would rather incline to the opinion 
_ that instead of this proposition it would be a much wiser policy 

to cause all the land certificates that have been already issued 
to be located, and thereby determine the amount of our public 
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land and cause the same to be sectionized and sold at a sum not 
less than one dollar per acre and the proceeds of said sale created 
into a school fund and used by the State for the ediication of the 
rising generation; your committee believe that if the policy 
hinted at was adopted in lieu of granting the lands to individuals 
that we would very soon have a fund sufficient to educate every 
child in the State and to establish and endow such high schools 
and colleges as may be necessary, and establish such asylums as 
would be necessary for the lunatic and unfortunate of our race ; 
and also to construct a sufficient amount of Railroads in theState 
to place every citizen within a reasonable distance of the market, 
and for these aud other reasons your committee report said bill 
back to the Senate and recommend the indefinite postponement 
of the bill. 

The committee on public lands, have had the bill for the relief 
of tlie navy under consideration; report it back and recommend 
its indefinite postponement. 

The committee-on public lands, to which was referred the bill 
donating land to Bonham Masonic female academy, have consid- 
ered the same, and a majority of the committee are of opinion, 
that there are many other institutions of equal merit that have 
not received nor asked for such endowment, and that it would 
be unjust to pass this bill without granting the like amount of 
lands to every institution of equal merit in our State, and to 
do that, would make so large an inroad upon our public domain 
that yonr committee deem it inexpedient to pass the bill, and 
therefore rcommend that it be laid on the table until the 
first of April next, 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, to which 
was referred the petition of S. H. Morris, reported the accompa- 
nying bill, and recommend its passage. . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs aud legal representatives of 
Duby Morris, deceased ; read first time. 

Mr Hill, from the same committee, made the following re— 
ports ; 

The committee on private land claims, to which was referred 
the petition of Rufus E. Campbell for donation land, have con— 
sidered the same and report: that they find that at the time of the 
battle of San Jacinto, the said Rufus E. Campbell was a private 
in Captain Gibson King Kendall’s company ; that said Camp- 
bell was left atthe camp at Donaho’s sick, and unable to per- 
form camp duty. Your committee are of opinion that those who 
from sickness incurred in the service were unable to participate 
in the engagement, are justly entitled to the same donation land 
as those actually engaged in the batile, or detailed to guard the 
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camp, &c., at Harrisburg. Iam therefore instructed to report 


the accompanying bill, |, and recommend its passage.” 

A bill for the relief of R. E. Campbell ; read first time. 

The committee on private land claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Mary Robins, praying for a donation land warrant 
in right of her son Early Robins, deceased, have had the same 
under consideration, and report: ‘that they find that at the time 
of the battle of San Jacinto, said Early Robins was sick, and 
unable to perform camp duty, ’ and was left at some distance from 
the battle ground. Your committee are of opinion that the heirs 
of the said Robbins are entitled to the relief prayed for. I am 


therefore instructed to report the accompanying bill, and recom- 
mend its passage. 


A bill for the relief of Early Robbins, deceased; read first © 


time. 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on education, made 
the following report : 

The committee on education have instructed me to report that 
they have had Lefore them, that portion of the Governors mes— 
sage recommending a change in the Act to establish a system of 
schools, and have adopted the accompanying bill, as proposing 
the best mode of carrying out the object contemplated by the 
creation of the school fund, by Pease simplicity and effi- 
ciency. 

‘Nhe committee have agreed unanimously in the suggestions 
af the Governor, to distribute the interest of the school fund to 
the counties, and that the county court shall apportion the same 
among the.schools established in their respective counties, This 
in their opinion is the best plan under existing circumstances, 
that can be adopted. Itis embodied'in the accompanying bill, 
and abolishes school districts, trustees, and much of the machin- 
ery connected with the present law. The fund will be dis- 
tributed to the counties as before, and the county courts are re- 
quired to apportion the same annually among the schools of their 
respective counties, which are declared free schools, based upon 
the reports of the teachers of the several schools under oath-as 
to the munber of children, and the time they are taught in each 
school, and that each teacher shall receive compensation in pro- 
portion to the time that eachichild in hisschool receivesinstruction. 
The great advantages of the common school system, in a state 
adapted to its successful operation, are such as to commend it to 
the philanthropist and patriot, We are forced, however, to the 


conclusion, on account of the sparsely populated territory, that 


no system can be adopted that will, or can realize the wishes or 
expectations of the friends of education, even with a fund Sev- 
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era} times as large as the present school fund. It is idle and more 
than useless to create expectations in the minds of the people 
that cannot be realized. Education is a noble theme, but themes 
and merely inoperative plans do not advance its cause, Texas 
should learn her lesson from the experience gathered at home, 
within the last. two years—as well as from other States, and that 
Jesson teaches that few schools have been organized under the 
the existing laws, and but few children have been taught. The 
school fuad including escheats, and monies deposited in the 
treasury of estates where no heirs have been found, will in all 
amountto the sum of $2,134,000. This constitutes the princi- 
pal of the school fund of the State. With the interest alone, we 
have to educate nearly 70,000 children, scattered over an area of 
nearly 275,000 square miles. The system of schools adopted by 
other States cannot be taker as a criterion for us, on account of 
our limited means, geography ofcountry and scattered popu— 
lation. Should the Legislature increase the school fund by dona— 
tions of land, or by appropriating a part of the proceeds of the 
sale of public lands to the school fund, we inay yet seein snc- 
cessful operation in Texas a system of schools, that will carry 
the blessings of letters to every log cabin in the State; but until 
the fuad is much enlarged, the Legislature can do no more than 
is proposed to be done by the accompanying bill, to school a por- 
tion of the children of the State. If we cannot do all the good 
desired, we should not hesitate to do as much as we are able, 
with the means atonr disposition. The plan proposed is the best 
the committee can present, and we hope that it will receive the 
approval of the Senate. 

A bill to provide for the support of schools: read first time. — 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended 100, 
copies ordered to be printed, and the bill made the order of the 
day for Tuesday next, the 18th inst. 

Mr McCulloch, by leave, presented the petition of Wm. E. 
Jones, administrator of W. ©. Clopton; referred to committee on 
ptivate land claims, No. 2. 

Mr Grimes offered the following resolution : 

fesoved, That the standing rules of the Senate be so amended 
as to allow bills or joint resolutions to be read a first and second 
time on their first introduction iuto the Senate, for the purpose of 
having the same referred to the appropriate committees. 

Mr Armsirong introduced a bill for the relief of John Todd, 
and Thomas Stanley their heirs and assignees; read first time. 

Mr Potter introduced a bill for the jury trials in the corpora- 
tion courts of the various town and city corporations in this 
State ; read first time. 
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Mr Pirkey introduced a bill to incorporate Milam male and te- 
‘male institute; read first time. oe 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to create the county of Gibilo; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr-McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to committee on couuties and 
ecunty boundaries. | 

Mr Doane introduced a bill to provide for the distribution and 
superintendence of the lands belonging to the inhabitants of the 
towns of San Elizario, Socorro, and Ysleta, in the county of El 
Paso; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Doane the rule was suspended, bill rea 
second time, and referred to committee on State affairs. 

Mr Weatherford introduced a Dill to define in part the fifth 
Senatorial District; read first time.’ 

Ou motion of Mr Weatherford the rule was suspended, bill 
read second tiue, aud referred to committee on public lands. 

A message was received fromthe House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senate, to in- 
corporate Powder Horn Bayou and Matagorda Bay Dredging 


Company. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The report of the committee on public lands, on a bill to amend 
the act of Feb. 5th, 1841, entitled an act of limitation, offering 
a substitute therefor, was read and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr Bryan the bill was amended by inserting 
after the words “leagne and labor” in second section, “ except- 
ing special and augmentation grants to colonists in the colonies 
ol Austin and DeWitt. 

Mr Armstrong offered the following amendment : 

in section 2 insert between the words “one” and “league, 
the word © headright,” and add * provided this act shal! not ex— 
tend to titles or claims for land which were void from the begiu- 
ning 3” rejected. 

Mr White moved to amend first section by striking out all 
alter"the word “action ” to “and; ” lost. 

Mr Armstrong moved to amend by inserting after the words 
“land warrant,” the words “ pre-emption. claim ;” lost. 

Mr White offered the following amendment : 

Alter the word “ possession” in section first, insert “and all 
purchasers from one in possession ; ” rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed Di 

Qn motion of Mr Hill, a bill to define more particularly the 
Western and Northern bonndary of Milam land district, was 
taken from the table, read third time, and passed, by the follow- 
we vote: se 
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Ysas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Hill, 
McDade, Martin, Millican, Palmer, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Superviele, Truit, Weatherford, and White—16, 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Caldwell, Fianagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker, and Wren—15. 

On motion of Mr Trait, Mr Taylor of Houston was excused 
from attendance on account of indisposition. 

Mr Millican moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday, 
postponing until the 20th inst. the report of the committee on 
the publie debt on a bill giving the assent of the State of Texas 
to an act to provide for the payment of snch creditors of the 
late Republic of Texas as are comprehended in the act of Con— 
gress of Sept. 9th, 1850, which was passed at the second Session 
of the thirty- third Congress of the United States, and approved 
- Feb. 28th, 1855. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the motion was laid on the table, 
Report of the committee on Internal Improvements, on a bill. 
-to repeal an act to provide for the construction of the Mississippi 
and Pacific Rail Road Company ; read. 

Mr Weatherford offered the following amendment: 

That all that portion of the reserve lying East of the Brazos river 
by virtue of the act known as the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, 

approved 21st day of Dec. 1853, be, and the same is hereby de- 
clared public domain, and subject to settlement and location, and 
that the rights of all actual settlers as pre-emptors within ‘said 
Reserve, after the passage of said act, be, and they are hereby 
recognized, and shall have the right to perfect their titles, under 
the existing laws now in force—that this act shall take effect on 
the first day of May next. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch the Senate adjourned till 3 
o'clock P. M. 

3 O’Crocx P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The first reading of the code of civil procedure was resumed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
3 o'clock tosmorrow morning. 


Fripay, Dec. (4th, 1859. 
Senate met pursuant to adjournment—prayer by the chaplain 
—roll called —quorum present. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 
Mr Potter presented the petition of Com. E. W. Moore; re- 
ferred to cominittee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following reports ; | 
The Judiciary committee have examined a bill to amend the 
first section of an act to provide forthe appointment of patrols, 
und to prescribe their duties and powers—approved May 9th, 
1846, and direct me to report the same back to the Senate, with 
an amendment which is herewith presented, and recommend 
the adoption of the amendment and the passage. The object of 
the bill is to enable the county court to appoint not more than 
nine in place of not more than five privates to act as patrols in 
each district, ° 

Amendment—Sirike out the words “di istrict or company di- 
vision” in the 15th and 16th lines of the bill, and insert “ Justi- 
ces precinct or district.” 

The Judiciary committee have considered a bill to be entitled 
- an act to secure the right of redemption in land sold under execu- 
tion, and a majority of the committee report— that in their opin- 
ion, ‘the passage of the bill would render uncertain and unsecure 
the title of the purchaser at execution sales, thereby tending to 
decrease the value of the property offered for sale, and of course 
tu injure the judgment debtor. The majority therefore return 
the bill, and recommend that it be laid on the table. : 

The Judiciary committee have considered a jorni resolution, 
proposing an amendment of the Constitution, so as to allow an— 
nual sessions of the Legislature, and direct me to return the 
same to the Senate, recommending that it be laid on the table. 
A majority of the committee appear to be of the opinion, that 
the objections to the present system of biennial sessions are more 
imaginary than real, from the fact'that the Governor has the 
power to convene the Legislature in extraordinary session, and 
they think he will do so, when the situation of the country de- 
mands it: they also think that when the Legislature may deem- 
it proper or necessary, the two Houses can adjourn to-a day 
certain, in which case the nnfinished business of the session will 
stand in the order of the business of the adjourned session, in 
the same situation in which it was left at the adjournment, thus 
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eaving the time, great expense, and labor, necessary to bring up 
such business to the point where it would be left at the time of 
the final adjournment, 

‘The Judiciary committee have considered a bill supplemen- 
tary to an act entitled, An act to anthorise the county courts to 
issue unconditional headright certificates, where conditional zer- 
tificates have issued, and direct me to return the same to the 
Senate, recommending its rejection. Itis believed that many 
frands have been committed npon the State, under the law pro— 
posed to be extended, and the committee would recommend its 
repeal, but for the fact that it will expire in a few days by itsown 
limitation. 

The Judiciary committee have considered abill to change the 
name of Stisan P. Cannon to that of Susan P. Cook, return the 
same, and recommend its passage. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the Finance committee, made the 
following report: 

The committee on Finance, to which was referred A bill mak- 
ing an appropriation for the per diem pay, and mileage, of the 
members of the Sixth Legislature, and the per diem pay of the - 
officers of thesame, report the bill back with an amendment, re- 
commending the adoption of the amendment, and the passage of 
the bill. ae 

Amendment— After “dollars” on the third line, insert * or so 
much thereof as may be necessary.” 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, No. 1, 
have considered the petitions of John W. Collins and Natban 
W. Bush, asking for their augmentation headright, and find that 
iu the year 1837, the applicants emigrated to Texas, bringing 
with them their negroes and personal property, and actually pur- 
chased land and settled in Austin connty prior tothe first day of 
Oct. 1837, and received their certificates each for 640 acres of 
land, the headright of a single man, under the then existing laws; 
that immediately afterwards they introduced their families, and 
have continued to reside in the county with their families up to 
the present time, ‘The committee are nnanimorsly of the opin- 
ion that the petitioners are entitled to the land now asked for, 
and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill for their 
relief, and recommend its passage. 

A bil for the relief of John W. Collins and Nathan W. Bush; 
read first time. - 

Mr Whitaker, chairman of the committee on private land 
claims, No. 2, reported that the committee have considered the 
petitions of the heirs of Bradbury S. Follett, and Alex. McOn!— 
loch, and are of opinion that the, petitioners are entitled to the 
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relief sought. They therefore report. bills for their relief, and 
recommend their passage. a 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a certificate for 640 acres of land, to the heirs of Brad- 
berry 8. Follet; read first time. P. - 

A bill authorising the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue to Alexander McCulloch a certificate for one-third 
of a league of land; read first time. 

Mr Whitaker, chairman of the same committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

The comuitiee on private land claims, No. 2, have consid- 
ered a bill for the relief of Stephen F. Sparks, asking for 320 
acres of land, claimed under an act of Dec. 30th, 1840, grant- 
ing bounties to those who participated in the reduction of Bexar 
1835, return the bill, and recommend its passage. l 

Mr Allen, from the committee on Internal Improvements, to 
which was referred A bill to incorporate the Trinity Valley Rail 
Road Company, reported the same back, recommending its pas- 
sage, 

_ Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on education, reported 

back a bill to amend the first, tenth, eleventh, thirteenth and fif- 
teenth sections of an act to incorpcrate Chappel Hill College— 
approved Feb, 7th, 1850, recommending its passage. 

Mr Armstrong introduced A bill to repeal the tenth section of 
an act to secure the German Emigration Company, and their 
colenists, the lands to which they are entitled,.and to adjust the 
liabilities of the same ; read first time. 

Mr Taylor of Cass introduced A bill appropriating five han- 
dred leagues of land for the support and maintenance of com- 
mon schools in the State of Texas; read first time. | l 

On motion of Mr Taylor the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read second time, and referred to committee on education, 

On motion of Mr Hill, Mr White was added to the commit- 
tee on claims and accounts. 7 

ORDERS OF THE DAY, 

Mr Weatherford’s amendment to the bill to repeal the act in- 
eorporating the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Company, bav- 
ing been under consideration at the time of adjournment yester- 
day, was taken up. 

Mr Allen moved a call of the Senate: ` 

Absent--Messrs. Scott, and White. 

The House bill, to pay expenses of volunteers, was read. 

Mr Burroughs then offered the following amendmeit: And 
the sum of $250 is hereby appropriated as compensation for the 
paymaster appointed by this act, which sum may be drawn, upen 
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the certificate of the Governor of the State, that the duties as— 
signed him, have been performed. 

Mr Grimes amended by adding, “ which shall be in full pay- 
ment of his services; accepted by Mr Burroughs, 

The amendment as amended was then rejected, bill read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin moved a suspension of the eall of the Sen- 
ate; carried. . 

Mr Armstrong effered an amendment to Mr Weatherford’s 
amendment: Strike out “ Brazos,” and insert “ Colorado.” 

Mr Potter moved to lay the amendment and the amendment 
to the amendment on the table; carried by the following vote: 

Yras—-Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hord, McCulloch, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker, and-Wren—21. 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Flanagan, Hill, Lott, McDade, 
Martin, Truit, Weatherford and White—9. 

Mr Potter then offered the following amendment: 

Provided, That the passage of this act shal] not be construed 
to repeal, or do away with the reservation of land created by the 
act entitled, An act to provide for the construction of the Missis- 
sippi and Pacific Rail Road—approved Dec. 21st, 1853, and said 
reservation is hereby expressly retained and held. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill and amendment. 

Mr Armstrong moved a division of the question; lost. 

Mr Armstrong moved to adjourn till 3 o’clock P.M. ; lost. 

Mr Millican moved to adjourn till 3 o’clock P. M.; lost. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin’s motion to indefinitely postpone the bill 
and amendment ; carried by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Guinn, Lott, 
McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 
Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor 
of Fannin, Whitaker, and White—21. 

Nays— Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Hord, Pedigo, Truit, Weatherford, and Wren—9. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the- committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined a billen 
titled, An act to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, to take pos- 
session and control of his estate, and to wansact business as 
though he were of full age, and find the same correctly enorlled, 
properly signed, and thaton yesterday it was presented to the 
Governor for his approval. e 
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On motion of Mr Martin the Senate adjourned until 3 o’cloek 


3 O’Ciocw,- P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The first reading of the code of civil procedure, was re- 
sumed. 

_ On motion ef Mr Weatherford the rule of the Senate devot- 
ing the evening session of the Senate exclusively to the consid- 
eration of the code of civil procedure, was suspended. 

Mr Weatherford introduced a bill to define the reserve in the 
14th section of an. act entitled, An act to provide for the construc- 
tion of the M ississippi and Pacific Rail Road Company; read: 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and referred to committee on Internal Im— 
provements, 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill for the relief of Samuel Rowe; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the resolution offered by him on 
yesterday, changing the rule of the Senate requiring a bill to be 
read on two several days before reference, was taken up and 
adopted. i 

On motion of Mr Guinn the Senate adjourned until 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


~ Cm eee, E 


SATURDAY, Duc. 15th, 1855. 

The Senate met pursuant to ajournment—roll called—quorum 
present, ‘The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Potter presented the petition of Stephen Whitney, referred 
to the committee on Public debt. 

Mr Palmer presented the petition of the heirs of James M. 
Rose, referred to the committee on private land claims No. 1. 

Mr Palmer also presented the petition of the citizens of Harris 
county, referred to the committee on [aternal Improvements. 

Mr Potter chairman of the committee on.the Judiciary, made 
the following reports, 

The Judiciary committee have eonsidered the joint resolu- 
tion proposing an amendment to the constitution of the State, 
and direct me to return the same to the Senate and. earnestly 
reco mmend its passage. The object of the proposed: amend- 
ment is to adopt a fixed system in relation to our public domain, 
which shall make it available tothe State as an edueational:and 
Internal Improvement fund. It gives four years, within which 
all the demands against the State for land, are to be liquidated, 
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and after that time, prohibits the legislature from making any 
use of the lands except for purposes of Education and In- 
ternal Improvements, unless by a vote of two-thirds of the Leg- 
islature. ft also makes it the duty of the Legislature to pro- 
vide for the sectionizing and sale of the vacant lands by general 
jaws, at as early a day as practicable. 

The Judiciary committee have considered a bill for the relief 
of citizens of Navarro county, and return the same to the Senate 
-with a substitute, which is herewith presented, and recommend 
the adoption of the substitute and the passage of the bill. The 
object of the bill is to relinquish to the county of Navarro the 
State Taxes for the years 1856 and 1857, and the object of the 
substitute is to make the relinquishment general to all the eoun- 
ties of the State for the same period. 

The Judiciary committee have considered the petition of 
Horace L. Upshur, praying that the name of Rosalia Hernandes, 
may be changed to that of Maria Rosalia Upshur, and majority 
of the committee are of opinion, that for the reasons stated in the 
petition, the prayer thereof should be granted. The committee 
therefore direct me to report to the Senate the accompanying 
bill, and recommend its passage. 

A bill to change the name of Rosalia Hernandes to Maria 
Rosalia Upshur—read first time. 

Mr Superviele from the committee on the Judiciary made the 
followlng report: * i 

The committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred a bill 
authorizing the use of the Spanish language before the Justice 
courts, in Certain cases and in the eounties west of the Guada- 
lupe river, have had the same under consideration; your com- 
mittee have considered that there are at present within several 
counties in the State, precincts exclusively inhabited by citizens 
of Mexican origin, who are entirely unacquainted with the Eng- 
lish language, and to enforce the law in those precinets two 
Justices of the peace are required to be elected as in other pre- 
cincts of the State. This bill has a commendable object; it is 
to make Justice uniform in those precincts, and what is still 
more, to render it possible. Without the provisions of this bill, 
a part of our citizens would be deprived of the advantages secured 
to them by onr from of government, which guarantees to them 
the means of obtaining speedy justice in the precincts of their . 
residence. This law cannot prejudice our American born citi- 
zens, as its operation is confined to those limits where its neces- 
sity is felt, and to those persons for whom it is indispensable. 
Therefore a majority of your committee have instructed me to 
eport back the aforesaid bili, dnd to recommend its passage. 
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Mr Wren from the committee on Claims and Accounts to 
which was referred a bill for the relief of Jesse Dean, reported 
the same back, recommending its passage. l 

Mr Hill from the committee on- private land claims made the 
following report: the committee on private land claims, have 
considered the petition of Francis Blundell and find that he 
emigrated to Texas on the 9th of November 1835, married in 
Red River county in 1836, and that he has continued to reside 
in Texas with his family up to the present time; that he was in 
the service of Capt. Becknell in 1835, and afterwards. in the. 
ranging service under Capt. Stout, for which he has received 
his pay, and bounty land. He has also received his head-right 
as a single man and now asks for an augmentation grant of two- 
thirds of a League and one labor of land, as the head of a 
family. The committee are satisfied from the evidence before 
them that the petitioner is entitled to the relief sought and 
have instructed me to report the following bill for his relief and 
recommend its passage. 

A. bill for the relief of Francis Blundell, read first time. 

Mr Quinn. chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
‘reported as correctly engrossed “A Bill to amend the act of Feb’y 
5th 1841, entitled an act of limitations. 

Mr Flanagan chairman of the committee on Internal Improv- 
ments, made the following reports: 

The committee on Internal Improvments have had before 
them a bill amending and supplementary to an act to Incorporate 
the Henderson and Burkeville Rail Road Company, approved 
January 27th 1854, and the committee are satisfied, that the 
contract has been let to a responsible commpany for the building 
of the said Road, and they are now upon the ground surveying 
and preparing for work; your committee also find that it is 
impossible for the company to complete the first twenty-five 
miles, agreeable to the requirments of the original charter; but 
being satisfied that it is really the intention of this company to 
go forward in good faith and to complete the same at an early 
period ; they conclude further time should be extended, partic- 
ularly when it is recollected that this is a very important road 
tor the several counties through which it runs, and that it does 
not conflict with any other charter; and in the amendment, the 
views of the Governor are incorporated, requiring the principle 
office to be kept on the road, which also fully meets the views of 
the committee; your committee recommend the passage of the 
bill. 

The committee on Internal Improvements to which was refer- 
red, a bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Railroad 


221 i 


company, and supplementary to the several acts incorporating 
said company, have investigated the same, report the same back 
and recommend its passage. 

The object of this bill is to extend to this company the benefits 
of the law granting lands to Railroads upon the completion of 
the first twenty-five miles of their road within six months from 
the 30th day of January. It has been shown to the satisfaction 
of the committee, that this company have completed their grade 
in a good and substantial manner for twenty-five miles and 
that they are now prosecuting their work with vigor, and will 
have some eight or ten miles of their road completed and in run- 
ning order by the last of January. It was shown to the com- 
mittee, that_they have already purchased and -received their 
. locamotive and all the iron necessary for the completion of the 
first twenty-five miles in a very short time; your committee 
` therefore think it the policy of the State to continue to encour- 
age those roads, which show that they ¢ are aehaly at work and 
progressing into thè country. 

Mr Armstrong ehairman of the committee on counties and 
county boundaries, to which was referred a bill to fix the East- 
ern boundary line of Bastrop county, reported the same back 
recominending ils passage. 

Mr Armstrong chairman of the same committee made the 
following report: -The committee on County boundaries have 
considered the petition of certain citizens-of Limestone county 
and recommend that they be relieved by the passage of the fol- 
lowing bill: 

A bill to permanently locate the connty-seat of Limestone 
county—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Millican, Mr McCulloch was added to the 
committee on counties and county bounderies. 

Mr Whitaker chairman of the committee on private land 
claims No. 2, made the following report: The committee on 
private land claims No. 2, to which was referred the petition of 
Juan Delagado, on examination find itis a claim for money and 
appropriately belongs to the committee on claims and accounts: 
they therefore beg leave to return it to the Senate and recom- 
mend its reference to said éommittee. 

Mr Armstrong chairman of the committee on county bounda- 
ries, to which was referred a bill to create the county of Caddo, 
reported the same back, recommending its passage. 

Mr Allen, from the committee on internal improvements, to 
wnich was referred a bill to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso 
and Pacific Rail Road company, reported the same back re- 
commending its passage. 
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Mr McDade introduced a bill for the relief of John S Hill ; 
read first and second times and referred to the committee on 
private land claims Novl. 

Mr Burroughs introduced a bill fer the relief of Almanzon 
IIouston and John Love; read 1st and 2d times and referred to 
committee on private land claims No 2, 

Mr Palmer introduced a bill to permit the city of Houston 
to levy a special tax for rail road purposes; read Ist and 2nd 
times and referred to the committee on internal improvements. 

Mr McOulloch introduced a bill toincorporate the Guadalupe 
bridge company ; read Ist and 2d times and referred to the 
committee on roads, bridges, and ferries. 

A biil for the relief of the professional men of Austin; read 
ist and 2d times, and on motion of Mr Scott, referred to com- ` 
mittee on public lands. 

‘ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill supplementary to the act of 
March 13, 1848, better defining the marital rights of persons, 
and the report of the judiciary committee, offering amendments, 
to the same was taken up—read, and the amendments adopted 

Mr Palmer then offered the following amendment. 

See. 8th. That the husband or wife may by last will and 
testament, give to the surviving husband or wife the power to 
keep his or her separate property together, matil such time as 
each of the several heirs shall become of lawful age, and to 
manage and control the same, under the provisions of this act 
and such other restrictions as may be imposed by will. 

Mr Burroughs offered the following as ‘an amendment to the 
amendment, provided the surviving husband or wife is the father 
or mother as the case may be, of the minor heirs; adopted. 

Mr Scott offered the following as an amendment: 

Provided that any child or heir entitled to any part of said 
property, shall at any time, upon becoming of age, be entitled 
to receive his distributive share of said estate—adopted. 

Mr Palmer’s amendment as amended was then adopted. 

Mr White moved to amend by inserting after the word “hus- 
band” wherever it occurs, the words “or wife;” rejected and 
bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

A Message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed’a bill originating in the House, 
to regulate the session of the Supreme Court. 

On motion of Mr Patter, the bill was taken up and read Ist 
and 2d times and amended as follows : 
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tst—After the word February in the 2d line of the 2d section, 
insert the words eighteen hundred and fifty-six. . 

2d—Insert the word May, before the word continued, in the 
3d line of same section. 

3d—In 3d line of same section, strike out nine, and insert 
ten. 

4th—In 2d line of 3d section, strike out third, and insert 
fourth. a 

A figures 1856, in same line of same section, insert 
“and. 

Mr Palmer then moved to amend by adding the following as 
ith sectiun ; - 

Sec. 4th—All appeais and writs of error and other writs re- 
turnable to éither the Galveston or 'Tyler Branches of said Sa- 
preme Court, shall be returnable to the terms as established by 


this act—adopted. 


The rule was then suspended, bill read 3d tixe and passed. 

The following bills were severally read’ a third time and 
passed. | 

A bill to change the names of Martha McDonald and Jolin 
McDonald to Martha McDonald Bateman and John McDonald 
Bateman. 

A bill to restore lands sold for taxes. and purchased by the 
State, to the former owners, on certain conditions. And 

A bill to authorize Glover Wells te construct a bridge across 
the East Furkiof Trinity river—passed unanimously. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the bill for the relief of the 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railway company and 
their assignees, in certain cases, was taken up. 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, offered a substitute for the bill. 

Ou motion of Mr McCulloch, the bill and substitute were 
postponed td! Monday next, 17th inst. 

Mr Allen, Chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report. 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined a bill 
entitled “an act to incorporate Powder Horn Bayou and Mata- 
gorda Bay dredging company, and find the same correctly en- 
rolled, properly signed, and this day submitted to the Governor. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the Senate adjourned till 


8PM. 


3 O'Clock, P. M. 


Senate met—Roll called —Quorwm present. 
The first reading of the Code of Civil procedure was resumed. 


Mr Armstrong, by request was excused from the committee 
on counties and county boundaries. - 
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On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the Senate agjoumed un 
til 10 o’clock, Monday morning. a 


Monpay Mornine, 
December 17, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 

resent, 

The Journal of Saturday read and adopted. 

Mr Grimes presented the petition of Martin Clarke; referred 
to the committee on private land claims, no. 2. 

Mr Caldwell presented the petition of the heirs of Orman Lo- 
gan and others; referred to committee on public lands. 

Mr Bees of Houston, presented the petition of Jane Finch ; 
referred to the committee on private land claims, no. 1. 

Mr McDade presented the memorial of the citizens of Inde- 
pendence—town, asking relief ; referred to the committee on 
State affairs. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, presented the petition of L. D. Rainey, 
and of R. Alderson ; referred to the committee on private land 
claims, no. 1. 

Mr White presented the memorial of Wm. M. Cooke; referred 
tothe Judiciary committee, 

Mr Hill presented the petition of H. Ledbetter, asking for 
320 acres of land; referred to the committeè on private land 
elaims no, 1. 

Mr White presented the petition of Robt. J. Caruthers, and 
Joseph H. Beck ; referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of J. H. Herndon and Miles 
M. Batch, representatives of the estate of Hond and Luske; re- 
ferred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Palmer presented the petition of David Cole; referred to 
the committee on State affairs. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had concurred in the amendments of the Senate 
to a House bill, to regulate the session of the Supreme Court,— 
Als informing the Senate of the appointment by the House, ofa 
select committee, composed of Messrs. Charlton, Nichols, 
Adrian, West and Darden of Gonzales, to act with a like com- 
mittee from the Senate, to make arrangements for the inaugura- 
tion of the Governor and Lieut. Governor elect. Also that the 
House had passed a Senate bill to change the 6th and 9th Judi- 
ciary District and define the time of holding Courts therein, 

Mr Armstrong presented the petition of William Tasser and 
others ; referred to committee on Military affairs. 
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Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made the 
follewing report: 

The committee on private land claims, to which was referre 
a petition for the relief ofthe heirs of Elizabeth Jones deceased, 
have had the same under consideration, and report that said 
Elizabeth Jones emigrated to the Republic of Texas in the year 
1833, and that she was the head of a family and that she con- 
tinued to reside in the Republic until her death; that she left 
two minor children, and is entitled to one league and labor of 


_ljand. Your committee are satisfied the claim is a just one, and 


therefore instruct me to report the following bill, and recom- 
mend its passage. ~ . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Jones, deceas- 
ed; read first time. 

Your committee, to which was referred the petition of the 
heirs of Evan Reid, deceased, have considered the same, and 
find that said Evan Reid emigrated to Texas before the first 
day of August, 1836, served six months in the army, and was 
honorably discharged therefrom, and that he died in Texas, 
without having received his headright. The committee are of 
opinion that said Reid was entitled te one third of a league of 
land, and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, 
and recommend its passage. ~ 

A biil for the relief of the heirs of Evan Reid, deceased; 
read first time. 

Mr Doane, from the committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following report: 

Your committee on Private Land Claims have considered 
a bill for the relief of John S. Hill, and find Hill emigrated to 
Texas in March 1840, served in the Vasques and Wall cam- 


` paigns in 1842, and received his pay therefor; that he conti- 


nueéd to reside in Texas until December 1843. The committee 
are of opinion that ke is entitled to three hundred and twenty 
acres of land, and report the accompanying bill, and recom. 
mend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of John S. Hill; read first time. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported a bill supplementary to the act of March 13th, 1848, 
entitled, “an act better defining the marital rights of parties, 
correctly engrossed. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 

The Judiciary committee have considered a resolution re- 
questing them to consider the propriety of so changing the 
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law, regulating trial by jury, as not to require the concurrence 
of the entire jury in order to find a verdict; and that the 
committee report by bill or otherwise. The committee direct 
me to report that in their opinion, the proposed change of the 
laws, regulating trial by jury would not be either expedient or 
proper. The committee think that no one would for a moment, 
entertain the idea thatit would be proper to allow less than the 
entire jury to return the verdict in a criminal canse, and they 
are of opinion that in civil causes, when the jurors at first dif- 
fer, the minority usually yield their opinions to the majority, 
whenever it is proper they should do so. The committee there- 
fore, direct me to return the resolution to the Senate, and ask 
to be discharged from its further consideration. | 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made 
the following report: 

Your committee on private land claims have had before them 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of Hezekiah George, granting 
them one third of aleague of land. Your committee find from 
the certificate of the commissioner of the General Land Office, 
that the said George has received his augmentation for two- 
thirds of a league and one labor, and that he has not obtained 
atany time, his third of a league, and your committee is further 
assured that the said George has continued to reside in the 
State until the sixth day of August last, when he died. From 
all the testimony, he or his heirs are clearly entitled to one- 


third of a league of land, wherefore we recommend the passage 


ofthe bill for his heirs. 


Mr Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of Felix G. Stan- 


Jey of Rusk; read first and second time, and on motion of Mr 
Flanagan, referred to the committee onthe Judiciary. 

Mr Doane introduced a joint resolution, granting leave of 
absence to J. L. Ankrim, Judge of the 10th Judicial District; 
read first and second times, and on motion of Mr Doane refer- 
red to the judiciary committee. 

Mr McCulloch introduced. a bill to incorporate the Powder- 
horn, Victoria and Gonzales, Railroad company; read first and 
second time, and on motion of Mr McCulloeh, referred- to the 
committee on Internal Improvements, and a 

Joint resolution, respecting the command of Capt. J. I 
Callahan; read firstand second times, and on motion of Mr 
McCulloch, referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr Taylor of Houston, introduced a bill for the protection 


ef married women; read first and second times, and referred 
to judiciary committee. | 
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Mr Weatherford introduced a bill respecting Railroad char- 
ters, which have been or may be forfeited ; read first and second 
times and referred to the committee on Internal improye- 
ments, 

Mr Potter introduced a bill to amend the 4th section of an 
act entitled, “an act to incorporate the Galveston and -Brazos 
Navigation company,” approved Feb. 8th, 1850; read first and 
second times, and referred to judiciary committee. 

Mr Hill offered a resolution, authorizing the Judiciary com- 
mittee to employ a secretary. 

Mr Millican moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost by 
the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Burroughs, Grimes, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, 
Millican, Potter, Russell, Scott, ‘Paylor of Cass, Truit, Weath- 
erford, Whitaker and White, 14. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Flana- 
gan, Guinn, Hill, Hord, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, 
Pirkey, Scarborough, Suxerviele, Taylor of Fannin, and Tay- 
lor of Houston, 17. | 

Mr Guinn offered the following amendment: 

“And to assist the engrossing and enrolling clerks, when not 
otherwise employed.” 

Mr Millican moved to amend by adding: “And to assist in 
ail other business of the Senate, not otherwise expressly pro- 
wided for.” | 

On motion of Mr Guinn, laid on the-table. 

Mr Russell moved to lay the resolution on the table till first 
day of May next. 

Mr Guinn moved to lay the motion on the table; carried. 

Mr Millican moved to lay Mr Guinn’s amendment on the 
table; lost, and the amendment adopted. 

Mr Grimes offered the following amendment: 

“Provided, such compensation shall not exceed $5 00 per 
day.” 

Mr Wren moved that the resolution and amendment lie on 
the table ; lost. 

Mr Grimes’ amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Palmer moved the previous question ; lost. 

Mr Millican then offered the following amendment: 

‘Algo an additional secretary for the committee on Private 
Land Claims;” Jost, and the resolution adopted by the follow- 
ing vote: 

nas—Messrs, Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, ‘Flana- 
gan, Guinn, Hill, Hord, Lott, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, 


so tea 
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Pedigo, Scarborongh, Superviele, Taylor of Houston, Truit 
and White, 17. ay 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Grimes, McCulloch, Martin, Mil- 
lican, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Weath- 
erford, Whitaker, and Wren, 13. 

Mr Taylor of Houston was excused from serving on. commit- 
tee to investigate land claims, West of the Nueces. 

On motion of Mr Superviele, Mr Burroughs was added to 
the committee on counties and county boundaries. 

Mr Martin moved to take up bill to quiet land titles; lost. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. l 

Report of the committee on education, on a bill to provide 
for the investment of the special school fund, in the bonds of 
of Railroad companies incorporated by the State, offering a 
substitute therefor, being thespecial order of the day, was taken 
up and read. 

Mr Hill moved tv adjourn till 3 o’clock, Pr. m.; carried. 

8 o’clock, P. m. 

The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The first reading of the code of civil procedure was resumed, 
and cencluded. Bill read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Guinn, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- | 
row morning, 10 o’clock. 


Turspay, Dec. 18th, 1855. | 
The Senate met—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called— | 
quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr Taylor of Fannin, moved the suspension of the regular 
erder of business, and offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the order of the Senate, forbidding the ad- | 
mittance of the citizens to the floor of the Senate chamber, be | 
abrogated and rescinded. | 

Mr Taylor of F, moved the further suspension; carried, and | 
the resolution adopted. . 3 

Mr Potter presented the petition of Leslie Combs; referred | 
to the committee on Public Debt. | 

Mr Hill, chairman of the committee on claims and accounts, | 
to which was referred a bill to provide for the payment of the | 
six companies of mounted volunteers, mustered into the service | 
of the State of Texas, on the first day of November, 1854, and | 


_¢o provide for the payment of the balance of expenses incur- | 


red by said companies, reported the same back for the consider- ] 
ion and action of the Senate. 
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Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the committee on Private 

Land Claims, made the following report: 
_ The committee on Private Land Claims, to which was refer- 
red the petition of the heirs of Charles S. Hardwick, deceased, 
‘have considered the same, and find that the said Charles S. 
- Hardwick emigrated to Texas in 1835, from the State of Missis- 
sippi, as a volunteer; that after arriving in the Republic he 
attached himself to the command of Col. J. W. Fannin, and 
went with said command to Goliad, where he was cruelly mas- 
sacred by the Mexican army; that he or his heirs have never 
received a headright certificate, as appears from the certificate 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office: neither have 
they received warrants for his bounty and donation land. The 
committee have therefore, instructed me to report the accom- 
panying bill, and recommend its passage. 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of Charles S. Hardwick— 
read first time. * | 

Mr Hill, chairman of the committee on claims and accounts, 
which was referred to the memorial of E. W. Moore, reported 
the same back, recommending that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Public debt—rule suspended, and memorial re- 
ferred to the conmmittee on Public debt. . 

Mr Potter chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a joint resolution granting leave of absence 
_ to Judge Joel L. Ankrim, from the State of Texas, reported 
the same back with a substitute and recommended the adoption 
of the substitute and the passage of the bill. 

Mr Potter chairman of the same committee reported that in 
eompliance with the provisions of the resolution adopted yester- 
day by the Senate, the committee have employed W. D. Her- 
ring to act as Secretary for that committee, and to discharge 
such other duties as are provided for by said resolution. 

Mr Whitaker chairman of the committee on private land 
claims No. 2, reported that the said committee have had under 
consideration a bill for the relief of John Sparks, and find that 
an uncenditional certificate issued for 640 acres of land, when 
the records and proofs show that it should have issued for 1280 
acres, and therefore return the bill recommending its passage. 

Mr White from the committee on claims and accounts, to 
which was referred the petition ef Brent Clark, reported the 
committee to be of the opinion, that the subject of the petition ° 
does not properly belong to that committee, and hence return it 
back recommending its reference to the committee on private 
land claims No. 2—the rule was suspended and report adopted. 
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Mr Pirkey from the committee of private land claims No. 2, 
to which was referred the petition of W. E. Jones, administra- 
tor of W. C. Clopton dee’d, reported that the committee have 
examined the same and finding no cause for legislative action 


` 


upon it, recommend its indefinite postponement: 


Mr Potter chairman of the committee on the Judicia ry, made 
the following report: . 

The Judiciary committee have considered a bill to amend the 
4th section ofan act incorporating the Galveston and Brazos 
Navigation company, approved Feb’y 8th 1850, and direct me 
to return the same to the Senate, and recommend its passage. 
The only change of the original charter proposed by the bill is to 
reduce the number of directors of the company trom thirteen to 
seven, and this change is recommended on the petition of the 
Stockholders of the company holding about forty thousand dol- 
lars of the stock and the object of the change is to facilitate the 
transaction of the business of the company—the directory being 
now so large that it is found difficult to convene the necessary 
number at the proper time for the transaction of business. 

Mr McCulloch moved to suspend the regular order of busi- 

ness and take up the regnlar orders of the day—carried. 

* — Report of the committee on Education on the bill to provide 
for the investment of the special school fund in bonds of 
Rail Road companies incorporated by the State, offering a sub- 
stitute therefore, was taken up, read and the substitute adopted. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin offered the following amendtnent to 
come in at the end of Sec. 2d: provided that one half of said 
fend shall be loaned to companies whose works lie on the East 
- side of the Trinity river, and the residue to companies, whose 

works lie West of said river—adopted by the following vote: 

Yeras.— Messrs. Allen, Birronghs, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, 
Lott, Martin, Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Fannin, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, and Wren, 
—1%. 

Nays.—Messrs, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Grimes, McDade, 
Maverick, Mullican, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, and White, 
—I11. 

Mr Palmer offered the folowing amendments, 

ist. In the 5th line, 1st Section, after “schools,” add “and 
such other amounts as may be hereafter added to said fund.” 

2d. In the 9th Section, 5th line, after “ March,” add, “out 
of the first receipts arising from said roads, independent of any 
expenses or other liabilites of said roads.” . l 

3d. Sec. 17. That it shall be the dnty of any Railroad 
company receiving the benefits of this act, to make through its 
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proper officers an annual report under .oath to the Governor, 
containing a full and complete statement of the affairs of said 
company, “together with the receipts, expenditures and liabilities 
of said company, and with such other facts as may be reqnired 
under the general laws regulating Rail Roads and Rail Road 
companies, 

All of which were adopted. : 

Mr Scott offered the following amendment: 

That the Governor, Comptroller and -Attorney General shall 
ex-officio, constitute a Board of Schoo! Commissioners, and strike 
out “ with the approbation of the Governor,” wherever it occurs 
the bill, and that no one of said commissioners shall ever be in- 
terested in tlie said investment, either directly or indirectly : 

Mr ‘White offered the following as a substitute. 

Strike out “that the Comptroller Attorney General and Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office,” and insert, “that the 
Governor, Comptroller and Commissioner ot the General Land 
Office,—lost. 

The question recurring tpon Mr. Scott’s amendment, on mo- 
tion of Mr Burroughs, it was divided. The first proposition in 
said amendment was adopted; the second pruposing to strike 
out “ with the approbation of the Governor,’ where it occurs 
in the bill, adopted by the following vote: 

YEAS. — Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, 
Miltican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russel], Scott, Taylor 
of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, and Troit—22. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bryan, urroughs, Hord, McDade, Scarbor- 
ough, Superviele, Weatherford, Whitaker, White, and Wren, 
-—10. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen— 
ate, that the Honse had passed a Senate bill entitled an act to 
create the L6th Judicial District, and to define the times of hold- 
ing courts therein. 

‘Mr Martin offered the following amendment : 

After commissioners in the first section, insert “and that they 
shall make the annual report of all matters and things connect- 
ed with said company and said investment to the Legislature.” 

Mr Palmer offered the following as a substitute, “which 
shall be laid before the Legislature ‘at each aud every session 
thereof—adopted—the amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Scott offered the following amendments: 

13th Sec. Strike out-from the Sth line the word “State” 
and insert “ Board of School Commissioners.” Strike ont from 
3d line on 3th page the word “State,” on insert “ Board of 
School Commissioners.” 
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14th See. Strike out of the 2d line, the words.“ State and,” . 
all of which were severally adopted. 

Mr Potter offered the following amendment. In 3d line of 
sec, 2d, after the word “value” insert the words “including 
premium.” In the same line, Strike out the words “ otherwise 
at par.” On motion of Mr Palmer there was a division of the 
question, : : 

Mr McCulloch offered the following amendment as a sub- 
stitute for Mr Potters amendment. In second see. 3d line, after 
the words “current value” and before the word ‘ provided,” 
insert “including such premium as they are worth in market.” 
—rejected. 

The question recurring upon Mr Potter’s amendment, the 
proposition to insert was adopted and that to strike out, rejected. . 

Mr White offerred the following amendment: amend the 
fourth line in the 4th sec. so as to read— section of 25 miles at 
the terminus of the road next to, and connected with shipping 
depot, or external terminus.” 

Mr Potter offered the following as a substitute therefor. 
In 4th line of see. 4 strike out the following words: “at either 
. terminus”—adopted—the amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Burroughs then offered the following amendment, to 
come in at the end of see. 2d. And further provided that the 
Treasurer shall make a pro rata distribution of the five per cent 
indemnity bonds, belonging to said special school fund, among 
ihe severa} counties, according to the number of children of 
scholastic age in each county, and for this purpose he shall keep 
a book, in which he shall register the names of the several 
counties.the number of children of scholastic age in each county, 
and the amount due; and upon the application of the chief 
Justice of any county by any legally incorporated Rail Road 
company in this State to borrow the money to which the eounty 
is entitled under the distribution aforesaid, the chief Justice 
shall order an election to be holden 1n the county, and the voter 
shall write on his ballot, “Joan” or “no loan,” or other words 
showing the intention of the voter. Said eleetion shall be con- 
sidered and returns made in all respeets as other elections. The 
chief Justice shall eompare and count the votes cast, and should 
a majority be in favor of the loan, he shall certify that fact to 
the Governor of the State under the seal of the county ; where- 
upon the company or corporation shall be entitled to borrow the 
amount to which said county may.be entitled in accordance 
with the provisions of this act; and in no ease shall any loan be 
made, except as provided for in this section. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the amendment was laid on the table 
by the following vote : 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f 
f 
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Avrs.—Messrs.. Bryan, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, 
Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Truit, and 


- Weatherford,—19.. ` 


Nays.—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Martin, Millican, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker, White, and 

ren, —9. 

Mr Pirkey offered the following amendment, to come in, in 
the L2th line of the 3d sec, “And all the land, which such 
company may become entitled to, from the State.” 

On motion of Mr Palmer, laid on the table by the following 
vote: ` 

Yras.—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, Lott, 
McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Potter, 
Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Truit, Whitaker, and 
White,—19. : 

Nays.-—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Martin, 
Pedigo, Pirkey, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Weathertord 
and Wren,—10. - 

On motion of Mr Potter the 9th sec. of the bill was amended 
by inserting in 6th line before the word “bonds” the word 
“ confer.” 

On motion of Mr Potter, the 10th sec. of the bill was amended 
by striking out inthe 2d line the words “shall be cancelled 
as required in sec. 9th of this aet,” and inserting the words 
“ when so paid shall be cancelled and delivered up.” 

Mr Armstrong moved to amend by striking out “ten” be- 
tore years, and inserting “two” in 2d sec. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the amendment was laid on the table 
by the following vote: . ` 

Yuas.—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, MeDade, Maverick, 
Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, 
and White,—25. 

Nays.—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Hord, Matin, and 
Wren,—5. 

Mr Grimes moved to amend sec. 2d by striking out “ ten’? 
and inserting “six.” : 

Mr McCulloch moved a division of the question—earried. 

Motion to strike out, lost by the following vote: 

Yxras.—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Hord, Mar- 
tin, Weatherford, and Wren,—7. 

Nays.—- Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan; 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Millica 
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Palmer, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Fannin, Truit, Whitaker, and White,—23. | 

Mr Armstrong offerred a substitute for the 3d sec. as follows: 

“That said Board of Commissioners shal} be composed of the 
Governor, Attorney General and Comptroller, and said Board 
is hereby authorized to loan said fund to any such company, or 
to any person building a Rail Road in this State, six thonsand 
dollars for every mile of Rail Road actually completed to the 
extent of fifty miles, said loan to be secured by the Bonds of 
such company or persons, for said principal and interest, to be 
approved by said board, for the use of the Board of school Com- 
missioners and ageuts; said Bonds to be executed in the name— 
of such compauy or persons to the State for the use aforesaid, 
and which bonds shall constitute a lien absolute upon the prop- - 
erty of the individual members of such company or persons, and 
such other property in kind, value and amount, as the said 
board shall think neccessary to require as such security and liens; 
and the State of Texas, npon the execution of said security and 
lien, for the use aforesaid shall be invested- with such security 
and lien, withont registration or suit brought by the State for 
the use aforesaid. : 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the substitute was laid on the 
table, by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Allen, B: ‘yan, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, McDade, Millican, Palmer, Scott, Superviele, Taylor 
of Houston, Truit, Whitaker and White, 16. 

N ays— Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Hord, Martin, Pir- 
key, Po Russell, Taylor, of Cass, Weatherford, and 
Wren, 

Ou ae of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned till 
3 o'clock, P. m. 


- 3o07’elock, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum pr esent. 

The Loan bill being under consideration when the Senate 
adjourned, was taken up, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, 
the 4th section of. the bill was amended, by inserting after the 
word “Railroad,” in the 8th line, the ‘words “whose entire 
length is not twenty-five miles, or.” 

Mr Martin moved to amend, by inserting in the 2d line of 
the 15th section the words, “unless said franehise was not vest- 
ed by two-thirds. vote of both Houses of the Legislature.” 

On motion of Mr Palmer the amendment was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the 13th section was amended by 
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adding, after the word “be,” in the 5th line, the words “to take 
immediate possession of, and.” 


Mr Martin offered the following, as a substitute for the 4th 
section : 

“Said board of Commissioners shall loan the sum of six 
thousand dollars per mile to any individual company or eom- 
panies who shall commence and consiruct a railway, commene- 
ing on ornear the navigable waters of Buffalo bayou, to ran 
northward, traversing in a central direetion, between the Trini- 
ty and Brazos rivers to the 32d parallel of North latitude, thence 
north-east, crossing the Trinity river at the town of Dallas, to 
Preston on Red river. Another trunk shall run from the first 
railway connection, from the State of Louisiana, and a trunk to 
run from Fulton, Arkansas, forming a junction at Bazett, on the 
Trinity, and with a single track on the parallel of 82 degrees 
to Kl Paso, and another trunk shall run. from Matagorda Bay to 
the city of Austin, with a branch leaving said last trunk at any 
convenient point, to the city of San antonio; each of said 
railways to be laid with single track, and ready for actual use, 
(a continuous section of ten miles, at either terminus) of the 
said road ot said company or individuals, and the same amount 
per mile for every consecutive section until the completion of 
said road by said company or individuals.” l 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the amendment was laid on the 
table. . 


On motion of Mr Potter, the 15th section was amended by 
inserting after the word “acres” in the 6th line, the word “each.” 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the 18th section was amended by 
adding—‘ The said board of Schoel Commissioners shall re- 
tain in the treasury of the State, to the credit of the school 
fund, tive per cent of the United States’ bonds of all suins loan- 
ed, as provided for in this act, as a sinking fund to be used for 
the pro rata appropriation, annually due to the several counties 
for school purposes; in the event of the interest due to the 


| school fund, atter the sale of any Railroad, shall not be paid by 
| said road.” 


Mr Martin moved to amend the bill by adding—‘Said cor- 


| porations may engage in, and appropriate one-half of the 
| money appropriated by the provisions of this act, to be employ- 
| ed in clearing ont the Trinity, Brazos and Colorado rivers.” 


On motion of Mr Russell, laid on the table. 
Mr Martin offered the following amendment to the bill: 


| “Provided, that previous to any loan of money being made 
| by the State, under this act, the Governor shall submit said. 
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proposition to the people at the next regular election for State 
or county officers, and if a majority of the qualified voters of 
the State shall vote for the loan, then such loan may be made 
under the provisions of this act, and not otherwise.” 

Mr White moved the previous question. Carried by the 
following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Scar- 
borough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Houston, Truit and 
White, 18. : 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Barroughs, Doane, McDade, 
Martin, Millican, Pedigo, Potter, Russell, Taylor of Cass, 
Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren, 18. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote ; 

Yxras—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick 
Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Superviele, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whit- 
aker and White, 25. 

Navys—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Martin, Pedigo, Tay- 
lor of Cass, Weatherford and Wren, 7. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill, originating in that body, 
supplemental to an act to provide for the assessment and 
collection of taxes, and also a bill originating in the Senate 
making an appropriation of $10,000, to defray the contingent 
expenses of the 6th Legislature, with the following amendment: 
Insert after dollars, in the 2d line of the Ist section, “or so 
much thereof as may be necessary.” 

Mr Allen, by leave, presented the petition of Sherwood Row- 
land: referred to the committee on Public Lands. ‘ 

Mr Allen, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill 
entitled, an act to make an appropriation to pay volunteers ; 
also a bill entitled, an act to incorporate the town of La 
Grange, in the county of Fayette; also an act to fix the salary 
of the Governor; and also an act to regulate the sessions of 
the Supreme Court, and find the same correetly enrolled, prop- 
erly signed, and they have been presented to the Governor. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, moved a reconsideration of the vote en- 
grossing a bill to provide for the investment of the special school 
fund, in the bonds of Rail Road Companies, incorporated by the 
Siate ; lost. 
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A message was received from the House, inferming the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill (originating in the Senate) 
to create the 16th Judicial District and define the time of hold- 
ing courts therein, with amendments, 

On motion of Mr Allen, the bill was taken up and amend- 
ments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the resolution passed by the House to 
appointa joint select committee to make arrangements for the 
inauguration of the Governor and Lieut. Goveruor elect, was 
taken up and a committee ordered to be appointed on the part of 
the Senate. 

Messrs. Bryan, Pirkey, and Superviele were appointed said 
committee. | 

A bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colora- 
do Railway company, or their assignees in certain cases, together 
with the substitute offered by Mr Taylor of Fannin, was read 
and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill was amended by striking 
out “ June 1856,” and inserting “January 1857.” The bill 
was then ordered to be engrossed, 


On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 


A bill for the relief of Valentine T. Dalton, read third time 
and passed. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Baily; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James Lamb; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill for the relief of fra B. Dement; read third time and 
passed. 


On motion of Mr Martin, the Senate adjourned till 9 o’clock: 
A. M., to-morrow inorning. 


Wepnespay, December 19th, 1855. 
The Senate was called to order pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum present. The 

Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
ofthe adoption of the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, a com- 
mittee of five, three from the House and two from the Senate be 
appointed by the presiding orficers of each House, whose duty it 
shall be to visit the Penitentiary at Huntsville, and examine inte 
the condition of the same and report to the legislature during 


« 


its present session. 
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Committee on the part of the House, consisting of Messrs, 
Kittrell, McCown and Crabbe. 

Mr Millican presented the memorial of Wm. Oldham; refer- 
red to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Martin presented the memorial of J. ©. Wells and H. 
Mitchel, administrators of David R. Mitchel; referred to the 
‘commitiee on the Judiciary. E 

Mr Caldwell presented the petition of Phillip Howard; refer- 
red to the committee on public lands. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a “ bill to be entitled an act to change the 
im e of holding the courts in the 13th Judicial District,” reported 
the same back with a substitute therefor, recommending the 
adoption of the substitute and the passage of the bill. 

Mr Superviele, from the committee ow the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary to which was referred the pe- 
ution of Jose De Jesus Rodriguez, praying for relief, have con- 
sidered the same and find from the evidence that the petitioner 
was the legitimate child and sole heir-at-law of Jose De Jesus 
Roduritguez and Juana Trevino his wife; that said petitioner was 
born in San Antonio at the beginning of the year 1835 and has 
always been a resident of this State; that his father the said 
Jose De Jesvs Rodriguez, was a citizen of the State of Texas, 
on the day of the declaration of Independence, and a head of a 
family ; was entitled to a leagne and labor of land; that it ap- 
pears from a certificate delivered by the General Land Commis- 
sioner, that there is no evidence on file in his office that- said 
Jose De Jesus Rodriguez ever obtained a title from the State of 
Coahula and Texas, nor a certificate of the first or second class 
recommended to him, or other evidence that he obtained a head 
right from the Republic or State of Texas; that the said Jose de 
Jesus Rodriguez volunteered his services in favor of the liberty 
anc independence of the country; that he took an active part in 
the war fromiis beginning; that he was at the storming of Bex- 
ar, and continued in the service of the Texan Army till he was 
killed at the crossing of the Colorado in the month of May 1836 ; 
that the petitioner was left an orphan and that as such he is 
clearly entitleu fo all the rights of which his deceased father 
was possessed at the time of his death, under the 10th section of 
the general provisions of the constitution of the Republic of 
Texas ; that the petitioner was yet a minor, when the board of 
land commissioners was closed, and that by reason of his minor- 
ity he was unable to assert his rights at the proper time, and be- 
fore the proper authority; that under these circumstances he 
cannot go elsewhere than to the Legisiature for relief. 
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From. these considerations the committee have instructed nig 
to report the accompanying bill and recommend ils passage, 

A bill forthe relief of the Heirs of Jose Maria Rodriguez; 
read first time. | 

Mr Rassell from the committee on private land claims, No. 2 
to which was referred the petition of Benjamin Bryant, reported 
a bill for his relief and reconimended its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Benj. Bryant; read first time. 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made the 

following report: 

The committee on private land claims no. 1, to which was re- 

. ferred “a bill supplementary to an act for the relief of James W 
Magoffin and Hugh Stephenson” and a bill for the relief of 
Simeon Illart, have considered the same. 

The committee are satisfied from the evidence before them, 
that the locatious of the certificates for the amount of land, named 
in the above named bills was made long before the creation of 
the “ Pacific Reserve,” but that owing to the fact that patents 
of lands on the Rio Grande were prohibited from issuing on the 
terms of an act providing for the investigation of land titles 
west of the Neuces river, approved ———,and the additional 
fact that for a long time the office of District Surveyor in the El 
Paso land district was vacant, so that the filed notes to said lands 
could not be returned to the General land office. The commit- 
tee are satisfied that these individnals have used every effort to 
perfect their titles to these lands, that they are in the peaceable 
and undisputed possession of the same; under allthe circum- 
stances, your committee are of opinion that the subject is a prop- 
er one forthe extension of relief. Jam therefore instructed to 
report said bills back to the Senate, recommending their pass— 
age. 

"Mr Scott, chairman of the committee en public lands, made 
the followipg report: i 

The committee on public lands, to which was referred a bill 
to define in part the fifth Senatorial district, have considered the 
same and find that the counties of Johnson and Parker, which 
are proposed by the bill to be added to the fifth Senatorial dis- 
trict were created in part from the territory whleh belonged to 
and formed a part of the 18th Senatorial district; and as the con— 
stitution of this State in the 34th see. of the 7th Article, provides 
that “every new county as to the right of suffrage and repre— 
sentation, shall be considered as part of the county or counties 
from whichit was taken, until entitled by: numbers to the right 
of seperate representation,” and your committee, entertaining 

the opinion that to pass the bill would be a violation of said pro- 
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visions—therefore the committee report the bill back, recom- 
mending its indefinite postponement. = 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, made the 
following report : 

The committee on private land claims, no. 1, to which was 
referred the petition of the heirs of Henry Applewhite, have 
considered the same and find that said Applewhite emigrated to 
Texasin the year 1833, and that he continued to reside in Texas 
up to the time of his death in 1834. The committee are of opin— 
ion that as he came to Texas and evinced his intention of set— 
tling and remaining therein, and died without having received 
his head-—right; that his heirs are entitled to one third of a 
league of land and have instructed me to report the accompa- 
nying bill and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Applewhite; read 
first time. 

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lands, made 
the following report : ) 

The committee to which was referred the “bill forthe relief 
of the professional men of the city of Austin,” have considered 
thesame. The committee can see no beneficial results that will 
accrue to the State in making such an appropriation as contem- 
piated by the bill out of the public monies, and therefore deem 
itinexpedient and impolitic to grant such privileges and make 
such appropriations to the few. 

The committee would further recommend that the committee 
on public printing be instructed to request the proprietors of the 
Tri- Weekly newspapers to discontinue the publication of all mat- 
ters foreign to the proceedings of the legislature, and unless the 
said sheets are furnished free from professional cards, legal ad- 
vertisements and political discussions, the said committee are to 
threaten said proprietors with an entire discontinuance of the 
said sheets. 

Mr Scott mored to suspend rule, and take up the report; the 
motion carried. | 

Mr Caldwell offered the following amendment; 

Strike out the last two lines, and insert “said Committee are 
authorized to notify them that the papers will be discontinued.” 

The amendment was adopted and the report as amended, also 
adopted. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the committee on private 
land claims, no. 1, to which was referred the petition of Charles 
Gilchrist, reported a bill for his relief. _ 

A bill for the relief of Charles Gilcrist ; read first time, 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the same committee, made 
the following report: 
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The committee on private land claims, no. 1, have had under 
consideration the House bills for the relief of R. A. Powdrell, 
for 320 acres of land, E, M. Thomason, Richardson T. Barnett 
and John Clark, and a bill for the relief of O. M. Goolsly, all of 
which appear to be entitled to the bounties of land allowed, and 
indicated by the bills, by the action of the House of Represen— 
tatives—therefore the commtitee recommend the passage of the 
bills. 

The committee on private land claims, have considered the 
petition of C. R. Perry and that of Simon Cockrell, John Neil 


and Creed Taylor, asking for lands in consequence of wounds * 


he received in defence of the country. The committee are of 
opinion that they have no jurisdiction over any matter other 
than in case where the party is or would be entitled to land un- 
der some law of Texas. The applicants claim to not be of that 
class. The committee therefore ask that the claims be referred 
to the committee'on Public Lands. 

Mr Grimes introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Samuel Sawyers dec’d.; read Ist and 2nd times and referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims, no. 2. 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to open the Auditorial Board. 
for the benefit of persons holding claims against the late Re- 
public of Texas for personal services; read Ist and 2nd times 

and referred to the committee on the Public Debt. 
~ Mr McCulloch also introduced a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Wilson J Riddle deceased; read Ist and 2nd times 
and referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Scott introduced a bill to amend the caption and first 
section of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Rail Road 
Company, approved Feb. 16th, 1855; read Ist and 2nd times 
and referred to the judiciary committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Mr. Grimes moved to take up the resolution of the House, 
referring to the appointment of a committee to examine into 
Penitentiary affairs—carried. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass, moved to amend by striking out “five” 
and inserting “three, ” one frum the Senate and two from the 
House, the amendment was adopted. Mr Palmer moved to 

lay the resolution on the table—lost. 
© Mr Palmer then offered the following amendment: add “And 
a like committee to examine the Galveston Canal and the Har- 
risburg and Houston Rail Roads—which on motion of Mr Rus- 
sel was laid on the table. ais 
‘Mr Guinn offered the following amendment: “ Provided 


l 


.were iaid on the table. 
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said committee make said examination at their own expense.” 

Mr Palmer offered the following as a substitute: “ And that 
said committee be provided with a private secretary, and have 
thei traveling expenses advaneed to them, but shall not be enti- 
tled to mileage”—adopted. i 

Mr Grimes moved to strike out “ private secretary”—lost. 

Mr Flanagan proposed as an amendment, “and that a caw- 
cus be held to eleet a clerk.” 

On motion of Mr Grimes. the resolution and amendments 

On motion of Mr Bryan the bill for the improvement of the 
Rivers of the State was made the special order for to-morrow 
at 10 o’clock. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That the Senate concurring, the House of Repre- 
sentatives will adjourn on Friday the 21st, until the 31st day of 
Dec. 1855. l 

On motion of Mr White, the report of the committee on 
the Private Land Claims, on the petition of Juan Delagado, was 
taken up and adopted. 

Thereport of the committee on the Public Debt, on “ A bill 
giving the assent of the State of Texas to an act to provide for 
the payment of such creditors of the late Republie of Texas as 
are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sept 9th, 1850, 
which was passed at the 2nd Session of the Thirty-third Con- 
gress of the United States, and approved Feb, 28th, 1855,” re- 
porting adversely to the bill, being the special order of the day 
was taken up. i 

On motion of Mr Palmer the report was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the Senate adjourned 
until 3 o’clock, P. M. 

3 o'clock FP. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quoram present. 

The publie debt bill being under consideration when the 
Senate adjourned, was taken up. ` 

Mr Potter moved a call ofthe House. Absentees, Messrs. 
Burroughs and Hord. 

Mr Pedigo presented the memorial of Elizabeth Browning; 
referred to the committee on private land claims, no. 1. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the report of the judiciary committee 
on a bill to incorporate Milam Lodge No. 23 of I. O. O. F. was 
taken up, and bill ordered to be engrossed. ` l 

Mr Allen moved the suspension of the rule, carried, and bill 
read third times and passed unanimously. 
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Mr Allen, chairman of. the committee on enrolled bills re- 
ported “a bili to create the 16th Judicial District,” correctly 
enrolled, properly signed, and this day pr esented to the Gov- 
ernor. 

Mr Wren moved to adjourn until 9 A. M. to-morrow—lost. 

Mr Tayler of Cass, moved suspension ef the call—carried. 

Mr Scott introduced a “ joint resolution on the subject of our 
public debt,” as a substitute for the bill. 

Mr Whitaker moved to lay tke substitute on the table, 

Mr Scott moved to lay both bill and substitute on the table. 

On- motion of Mr Wren the Senate adjourned till 9 A. M. 
to-morrow. 


Tuurspay, December 20th, 1855. 

The eases was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournament—roll called—quorum present, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Hilt presented the petition of Anthon Lemceol and that 
of John Carn phe ; referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No, 2 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Jasper 3 referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to which 
was referred “a bill to amend the caption and first section of an 
act to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad company,” ap- 
proved February 16th, 1854; reported the same pack; and re- 
commended its passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the same committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 

“The Judiciary committee, to which was referred the petition 
of Isabella Wingate and J ohn Collins, praying that the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office be authorized to issue to them 
as the heirs and legal representatives of Edward Wingate, pat- 
ents to the lands located by virtue of certificate, No, 39, errone- 
ously issued as alleged in said petition, in the name of ’ Edward 
Wingate for one- -third league of land, with the report thereon, by 
the committee on Private Land Claims, have considered the same, 
report them back to the Senate, and request to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr Caldwell, chairman of the committee on Indian affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Indian affairs, to which was referred a bill 
for the relief of Samuel Rowe, have considered the same, and 
from the evidence submitted, are satisfied that said Rowe has 
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rendered valuable services to the State, in removing and settling 
the Alabama Indians, in pursuance of a law, approved Febru- 
ary 3d, 1844, and report a substitute for the bill, recommending 
the passage thereof. 

Mr Bryan made the following report: 

The Joint committee, appointed to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for the inauguration of the Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor elect, on the 21st inst., would respectfully report; that in 
addition to having provided for the preliminary arrangements 
for said occasion, and the appointment of Capt. H. E. McCul- 
loch, on the part of the Senate and Col. J. H. Brown, on the 
part of the House, to act as Marshals; that the inauguration 
shall take place at 11 o’clock, a. m., in the hall of the House of 
Representatives; that the desks and other furniture in the way, 
shall be so disposed of as to give the most room; that the Govern- 
or and Lieutenant Governor elect, shall be seated on the right of 
the Speaker, and President of the Senate; that the Supreme 
Court, with the Attorney General, shall be seated on the platform 
below the presiding officer; that the heads of departments, and 
officers of the iate Republic of Texas, shal] occupy seats on the 
left of the platform; that the Senators and Representatives shall 
occupy the seats around the platform; that the ladies and citi- 
zens shall occupy the other seats in the hall and gallery—all of 
which is respectfully reported. 

GUY M. BRYAN, Chairman on part of the Senate. 
N. B. CHARLTON, Chairman on part of the Honse. 

Mr White introduced a “bill to incorporate the Indianola 
Wharf Company ;” read first and second times, and referred to 
the committee on Internal Improvements, 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill forthe relief of Amasa Rand— 
read first and second times and referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, No. 1, and 

A bill to incorporate the town of Madison, in Orange county 
—read first and second times and referred to the committee on 
State affairs. i 

Mr Guinn offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to the 
Hon. D. C. Dickson, President of the Senate, for the able man- 
ner, and distinguished impartiality with which he has presided 
over this body, and tor his courteous and gentlemanly bearing 
towards its members, aa as 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the resolution was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr McCulloch introduced a joint resolution, respecting the re- 
moval of the regular troops of the United States from the State 
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of Texas—read first and second times, and referred to the com- 


mittee on Indian affairs. 

Mr McCulloch also introduced a “joint resolution to call a con- 
vention to revise and amend the Constitntion of the State’— 
read first and second time. 

Mr McCulloch moved to suspend the rale, 

Mr Millican moved to indefinitely postpone the joint reso- 
tution. 

n motion of Mr Palmer, the joint resolution was laid on the 
table, 

Mr Palmer introduced a Dill for the relief of D. D. Baker, 
assignee of .Geo. Butler—read first and second times, and refer. 


red to the committee on Public Lands. 


Mr Guinn moved that Senator Hill be excused from attend. 
ance, frem the 21st to the 31st inst.— carried. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, Mr Scott was excused from 
attendance, from the 25th day of December, ull the 15th of 
January. 

Qu inction of Mr. Palmer, Mr McCulloch was excused from 
attendance, from the 21st inst. till the Ist of January. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, Mr Superviele was excused from at- 


tendance, for the same pericd. 


Mr ‘Taylor of Cass, moved to take up the House resolution re- 
ferring the proposed adjournment of the two Houses, from the 
9 Ist till the 3ist inst. 

Mr Flanagan moved to lay the renhon on the table—car- 
ried by the following vote; 

Yras—Messrs. Allen n, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lort, McCulloch, Maverick, Millican, 
Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Oass, e of 
Fannin, Trait, Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren, 

Nays—Messrs, Caldwell, Doane, Martin, Palmer, bedizo, 
Scarborough and Taylor of Houston, re 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The motion of Mr Scott, to lay upon the table the “bill giv- 
ing the assent of the State of Texas, to an act to provide for the 
payment of such creditors of the late Repnblic of Texas, as are 
comprehended in the act of Cougress of September 9th, 1850,” 
which was passed at the second session of the thirty- third Con- 
gress of the United States, and approved February 28th, 1855, 
tozether with the substitute offered by him, being under conside- 
ration when the Senate adjourned, was taken up. 

Mr Scott withdrew his motion to lay the bill and substitute 
on the table. 

Mr Whitaker then withdrew his motion te lay the substitute 
on the table, 
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carried. 
; 3 O’Crocr P. M. 
The Senate met, pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quo- 
rum present. $ 
On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a bill, making an appropri- 
ation of ten thousand doliars to defray the contingent expenses of 


the 6th Legislature, was taken up, and the amendments of the. 


House concarred in. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed i 

“ A bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colora- 
do Railroad company. and their assignees in certain cases.” - 

“A bill to incorporate Milam Lodge, No 23, of the I. O. of O. 
F.” And 

& A bill to be entitled, an act to provide for the investment 
of the special school fund, in bonds of Railroad companies, 
incorporated by the State.” 

The bill on the proposition of Congress; tor the liquidation 
of the Texas debt, being under consideration when the Senate 
adjourned, was taken up. 

A message was received fromthe House, informing the Senate 
of the appointment of a committee by the House, consisting of 
Messrs. Gaines, Devereaux, and Martin of Lawrence, to act with 
a like committee from the Senate, and Inform the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor elect, of their election. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill under consideration was 
laid on the table, and the resolution was taken up, and Messrs. 
Palmer, Lott, and Allen, were appointed a committee on the 
part of the Senate. 

Cn motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow 


at 9 o’clock, A. a. 


F'ripay, Dec. 21st, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the chaplain——roll called—guorum 
preseut. The Jourial of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Martin presented the petition of the citizens of Navarro 
county—referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Potter chairman of the Judiciary committee, to which 
was referred a bill to incorporate the Brazoria county Insurance 
company, returned the samé, recommending its passage. 

Mr Potter from the committee on claims and accounts, made 
the following report: 
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The committee on claims and accounts, have had under con- 
sideration the petition of Wm. Oldham and find that the subject 
matter of the petition properly belongs to the committee on the 
Public debt; a majority of the committee have therefore direeted 
me to return the petition and recommend that it be referred to 
the committee on the Public debt. 

Mr Martin introduced a bill for the relief of J, A. Clayton, 
read Ist and 2d times and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill giving the assent of the 
State of Texas to an “act to provide for the payment of such 
creditors of the late Republic of Texas as are comprehended in 
the act of Congress of September 9th 1850,” which was passed 
at the second session of. the thirty-third Congess of the United 
States, and approved Feb’y 28th 1855, was laid on the table, 
and a bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Rallway 
company, and supplementary to the several acts incorporating 
said company was taken up, and read. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill was amended by inserting 
at the begining of the 4th Section. “That said company is au- 
thorized to borrow money from time to time for the construction 
of their Railway, and to secure such loans by pledging and 
mortgaging the property both real, personal and mixed of said 
compaty, and to issue bonds with interest warrants annexed auc 
payable at such time and place as the directors may deem prop- 
er,” and 

Mr Palmer, also moved to amend the Ist see. by adding, 
“and provided that a majority of the Directors of said company 
shall be required to reside in the State of Texas, and all elections 
of Directors and other officers shall be held in said State. 

Amend nent adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, the rnle was suspended, the bill 
read 3d time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Allen, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Potter, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weath- 
erford, Whitaker, White, and Wren,—21. 

Nays.—Mr Burroughs.—1. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the report of the committee 
on Internal Improvements on a bill for the temporary relief of 
the Galveston, Houston and Henderson R. Road company, 
offering a substitute therfor, was taken up read and substitute 
adopted. : 

Mr Potter offered the following amendment, to come in at the 
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end of 2d section, “ and a.majority of the Directors of said com- 
pany shall reside in this State, and all elections for officers of the 
company shall be held within this State. Adopted; the bill 
ordered to be engrossed and on motion of Mr Guinn, the rule 
being suspened, the bill was read 3d time and passed by the 
folowing vote: 

Yeas —Messrs. Allen, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lott, McCulloch, M artin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, 
Potter, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, 
Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White, and 
W ren,—23. 


Burroughs,—1. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the bill amending and snpple- 
mentary to an act to incorporate the Henderson and Burkville 
Raid Road company, approved 27th, Jan’y 1854, was taken up, 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr ‘Taylor of Cass, the hile was suspended, 
the bill read 3d time and passed by the following vote: 

Yras.—Messrs. Allen, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Lott, 
McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pir- 
key, Scstt, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, T aylor of Fannin, Taylor 
of Honstov, Trait, Whitaker, and White —20. 

Navs.—Messrs. Bryan, and Wren 2. 

Mr Martin offered (by leave) the following eeolatane, Re- 
solved that the proper officers of the Senate be required to fur- 
nish a Lobby with seats for the accommodation of spectators— 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr Potter a bill to incorporate the city of San 
Antonio was taken up, and the report of the judiciary commit- 
tee, offering amendments thereto read and amendments adopted. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read 3d time and passed. 

Mr Truit moved to take up a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
John P. Rohers, carried, and the bill was read 3d time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, Mr Taylor of Houston was ex- 
cused from attendance, for “the period of six days. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Assistant Door Keeper, 
was granted leave of absence till the Ist of Jan. next. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate took. a recess of 
twenty minutes. 

The twenty minutes having elapsed, the Senate again met. 

A message was received from the House, infor ming the Sen- 
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ate that the House was prepared to receive the Senate in their 
chamber. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate repaired to the 
Representative Hall. 7 

IN JOINT SESSION. 

Prayer by the Chaplain of the Senate—roll called—quorum 

resent. 

The oath of office was then administered to E. M. Pease, 
Governor elect, and H. R. Runnels, Lieut. Governor elect. The 
Speaker then introduced to the two Houses, the Hon. E. M. 


Pease, who delivered the following Inaugural Address : 


Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, and fellow-citizens : 

The proof of the confidence of my fellow-citizens, manifested 
by my re-election to this important office, fills me with emotions 
of gratitude which J find it difficult to express. 

I enter upon its duties with a determination to use my best 
efforts in their service, with a full confidence that they will 
justly appreciate my motives, and that my public acts will be 
viewed with that-indulgence which I have hitherto received at 
their hands. 

Having so recently communicated to yon the condition of 
the Government, and recommended for your consideration such 
measures as I thought expedient, I shall not detain you, at this 
time, with any thing further on the subject. 

I feel, however, that this occasion is not an improper one, 
for saying a few words upon political subjects, since our late 
election for State officers is the first that has been decided by 
our citizens upon political issues alone. 

The sages of the revolution adopted the policy of encourage- 
ing immigration, and with that view, naturalization laws were 
passed at an early day, which enabled immigrants, within a 
short period after their settlement, to obtain all the privileges 
of original citizens. The policy of their successors has been 
equally liberal to the inhabitants of those countries which have 
been, from time to time, incorporated into the Union by treaty 
and by annexation. 

Those great and good men also adopted the policy of leav- 
ing all forms of religion untrammelled and absolutely free.— 
They fondly hoped, when they exempted the rights of con- 
science and the functions of religion, from civil jurisdiction, 
taat they had banished forever, from this fair land, that reli- 
gious intolerance under which the people of other countries 
had so long suffered and bled. 

26 
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By a firm adherence to these liberal and truly American 
measures, our growth has been rapid, beyond the example of 
any other country, in territory, population, intelligenee and 
wealth, and in all those arts which tend to elevate and improve 
the condition of man. Each sueeessive change in our institu- 
tions has increased and extended the rights and influence of 
the people, and restrained the powers of government, until we, 
now present the sublime spectacleof thirty millions of freemen, 
whose government, deriving all its powers from their own eon- 
sent, is administered solely with the purpose of contributing 
to their happiness and prosperity. 

It has been reserved for a modern political party, to discover 
danger to our institutions and our liberties, from the operation 
of these measures, under which owr country has attained its 
present exalted position among the mations of the earth. 

The citizens of this State have, in their late election, exhib- 
ited their devotion to those great democratic principles which 
have hitherto exercised so salutary ab influence upon our 
destiny, by disearding the heresies of this new political party, 
and I have an abiding confidence that they will find as little 
favor with the majority of the citizens of the other States as 
they have with our own. l 

The rise of this party has given new vigor to the freesoilers- 
and abolitionists of the Northern and Eastern States, who com- 
pose its principal strength in those sections, and whose danger- 
ous and disorganizing attempts to resist the execution of the 
laws of Congress, threaten the peace and permanency of the 
Union. 

I trust, however, that the good sense of the people of every 
part of the country will, as it always has in past emergencies, 
come to the rescue, and forever extinguish the hopes of those 
fanatics who, for the fancied advantages of freedom to a race 
who are incapable of appreciating or enjoying it, would put at 
hazard the gxistence of a government upon which rests the 
hopes of the friends of the rights of man throughout the world. 

It is my ardent desire, that the labors of your session may 
redound to the welfare of our common constituents, and that 
our favored country may continue to receive the superintend- 
ing care of the Author of the universe, upon whose will alone 
the destinies of Stages and Nations depend. 

At the conclusion ot Governor Pease’s remarks; the Sneaker 
introduced the Hon. H. R. Runnels, who delivered the follow- 
ing inaugural address: 


ol Pere En 
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Gentlemen of the Senate 

and House of Representatives, and fellow-citizens ; 

Having now taken the oath of office to which I have been 
chosen by the free and voluntary election of the people, and in 
justice to my own feelings, as well as in observance of the prac- 
tice of my predecessors, it is incumbent on me, before entering 
on the duties ef the office, ta return my sincere and profound 
acknowledgements for the honor so generously conferred. 

Deeply sensible of the compliment extended to me by my 
friends, and highly appreciating that evidence of confidence 
which my election implies, Iam not unmindful of the causes 
which have contributed mostto produce so unexpected a result, 
and that these causes had their foundation less in any peculiar 
claims that might have been advanced in my favor, than to the 
force and truth of the principles with which my name was 
identified. 

Circumstances with which I was wholly unconnected, render- 
ed the use of another name indispensable, and at a late period 
of the eanvass, my own was selected. “Acquiescence became 
the point of duty, and obedient to that summons, I have cheer- 
fully yielded that position to which inclination had -alone 
prompted, and which the kind partialities of my neighbors had 
so long and so generously confided to me, In return for so. 
marked a manifestation of confidence and regard, I can only 
offer the assurance of my most earnest endeavors, faithfully and 
to the best of my ability to discharge the duties imposed by 
the office. 

Not altogether unfamiliar with the requirements of the posi- 
tion, | am aware that itis not free from- embarrassments and 
responsibilities, and distrusting my own capability, I approach 
the task with all the fears and apprehensions which a sense of 
my own weakness, and the magnitude of the undertaking are 
so well calculated to inspire. 

Senators, permit me, in conclusion, to add that I cannot hope 
to fill, with equal satisfaction to you and the public, the place 
which has been so worthily occupied by my accomplished pre- 
decessor. And I now bespeak your kind indulgence until time 
shall have familiarized me with your rules of procedure, and I 
invoke, also, your fullest aid and co-operation so long as my 
conduct shall be characterized by a spirit of fairness and impar- 
tiality between the members, and an honest and laudible effort 


| to promote the ends for which we are here. 


The Senate returned to their chamber, and the Hon H. R 
Rannels upon taking the chair, made a few appropriate remarks’ 
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Mr Grimes then returned his thanks to the Senate, and beg- 
ged leave to resign his office of President, pro tem. 

Whereupon Mr Palmer arose and insisted that the Senator 
should retain said office; that he had discharged it to the entire 
satisfaction of the Senate, and as an evidence thereof, moved 
that he be requested to continue in the office. Whiclt motion 
was unanimously carried. 

Upon motion of Mr Potter the Senate adjourned till 3 o`- 
clock, P. m. 


3 O’'Crocx, P. M. 

The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the “bill giving the assent of the 
State of Texas to an act to provide for the payment of such 
creditors, of the late Republic of Texas, as are comprehended 
in the act of Congress, of September 9th, 1850,” which was 
passed at the second session of the thirty-third Congress of the 
United States, and approved February 28th, 1855, was taken 
from the table. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the substitute 
offered by Mr Scott. 

Mr Armstrong moved a call of the House. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the assistant Sergeant at Arms 
was dispatched for absent members. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the ‘ bill to incorporate the Harrison 
Manufacturing company,” was taken up—read, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr Martin moved the suspension of the rule—carried. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Fsanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedig o, Pirkey Potter, 
Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor ot Fannin, 
Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker, White, and Wren 28. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Caldwell, McCulloch, 3. 

Mr Wren moved to take up a “ bill for the reliet of the young 
men of Lamar and Red river counties—carried. 

Mr White offered the following amendment: “Strike out 
‘counties,’ and insert ‘State of Texas” ” 

Mr Palmer moved to refer the bill and amendment to the 
Judiciary Committee. ne 

Mr Guinn moved to lay the amendment on the table—lost; 
and Mr Palmer’s motion for a reference-—carried. 

Mr Superviele, from the committee on Counties and County 
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Boundaries, to which was referred a ‘bill to create the county 
of Atascosa, reported the same back, recommending its passage 
with the following amendment: 

Strike out all in section 1, after the words, “ Medina county” 
in the 5th line, and insert “ five miles South of the Medina riv- 
er, thence South, along the Hast line of Medina county to the 
south-east corner of said county tothe West line of survey, No. 
71, in District No. 2, of of Castro’s colony, thence in a direct 
line to the south-west corner of survey, No. 230, in the same 
district, thence ina direct line to a point on the North bourd- 
ary line of San Patricio county, one mile West of where the 
San Mignel creek crosses the same, thence along said line to 
the north west corner of Karnes county, thence North 89 de- 
grees, West fifteen miles, thence in a direct line to the place of 
beginning.” 

On motion of Mr Lott, the “ bill to amend the first section of 
an act fur the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony, approv— 


` ed February 2d, 1850,” was taken up—read and referred to the 


j 


committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr Allen, chairman on the part of the Senate, of the joint 
committes, reported as correctly enrolled, properly signed and 
this day presented to the Governor, “a bill entitled an act 
making an appropriation of ten thonsand dollars to defray the 
contingent expenses of the 6th Legislature.” 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the call was suspended. 

The question then recurring on the motion to lay the subject 
offered by Mr Scott, on the table, Mr Palmer moved to post- 
pone the further consideration of the bill and stibstitute, till the 
8d day of January—carried. 

Mr Taylorof Cass, moved to adjourn till to-morrow at 10 o- . 
clock, A. M. 

Mr Hord moved to adjourn till Tuesday morning, 10 A. M. 


| —rejected by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Caldwell, Doane, Hord, Lott, Martin and 


| Scarborough, 6. 


Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Flana- 


| gan, Grimes, Guinn, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, 
| Russell, Scott, Snperviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, 


Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White and 
Wren, 23. 


Mr Taylor of Cass, moved to adjourn till to morrow 10 o~ 


| clock, a, m—-carried. 


‘Sarurpay, Dec. 22, 1835. - 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
preseut. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Scott offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the Judiciary committee is hereby requested 
totake into consideration the propriety of excluding from the 
reports of the Supreme Court, the briefs of the attorneys; and 
the propriety of affixing to said reports marginal notes, and re- 
port to the Senate by bill or other wise” —adopted. 
~ Mr Guinn moved to adjourn till 10 o'clock, a. m., on Wednes- 
day next—lost. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. : 

A billanthorizing the United States Marshal of the District of 
Texas, to use the Jaiis of the various counties of the State, for 
certain purposes, with the report of the committee on the Judi- 
ciary offering a substitute therefar was read, substitute adopted, 
aud ad tv be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr ‘Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, bills on their second reading were 

taken up. 

Joint resolution, authorizing a vote of the people to be taken 
orf the act of Congress, concerning the debt of the late Republic 
of Texas, read and on motion ef Mr Palmer, referred to the 
committee on Public Debt. 

A bill to incorporate Shawnee Lodge of the Independent Or- - 
der of Odd-Fellows—read second time, and on motion of Mr 
Flanagan, referred to tne committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate the Indianola and Victoria Railroad com. 
pany—read second liree, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred 
to the committee on Internal Improvements, 

A bill to appropriate certain monies, in the Treasury, to the 
school fund—read second time, and on motion of Mr Guinn, 
referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to prevent fraud at elections—read second time, and on 
motion of Mr Palmer, referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 3 

Joint resolution, appropriating $5,548 70, to meet certain exe 
penses made for the Penitentiary—read- second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr Taylor of Cass, referred to the committee on the 
Penitenitiary. 

A bill to provide for Jury trial in the corporation courts of 
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the various towns and city corporations in this State —read sec- 
ond time, and on motion of Mr Palmer, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to incorporate Milam Male and Female Institute—read 
second time, and on motion of Mr Pirkey, referred to the com- 
mittee on Education, 

A bill for the relief of John Tocd and Thomas Stanley, their 
heirs and assigns—read second time, and en motion of Mr Palm- 
er, referred to the committeeon Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

A bill to amend “an act amending an act for the relief of certain 
prisoners of war,” passed February 9th, 1850—read second time, 
and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary: Boat 

A bill to repeal the 10th section of an act to secure to the 
German Emigration Company and their colonists, the land to 
which they areentitled, and to adjust the liabilities of the same 
—-read second time, and on motion of Mr Palmer, referred to 
committee onthe Judiciary. 

A bill to validate a survey and patent upon the headright cer- 
tificate of John P. Rogers—read second time, and on motion of 
Mr Pirkey, referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

Mr Caldwell. by leave, presented the petition of Blizabeth 
Reid, and the heirs of S. H. Reid—relerred to the committee 
on Public Lands, 

Mr Whitaker, by leave, presented the petition of Jeremiah 
Strode—relerred to the committee on Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the report of the commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts, on the petition of E. W. Moore, 
recommending that it be referred to the committee on Public 
Debt was taken up, read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, a bill for the relief of Jones 
Green and Middleton Perry, together with the report of the com- 
mittee on Public Lands, offering a substitute therefor, was taken 
up and read, substitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill making appropriations and providing for the facilitating 
of the navigation of the rivers of Texas, together with the re- 
port of the committee on Internal Improvements offering a sub- 
stitute therefor, was on motion of Mr Millican, laid on the table 
until Thursday the 27th inst. l 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the vote just taken was re— 
considered, 

On motion of Mr Millican, the bill and report were laid on the 
table until Monday, the 7th day of January next. 
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On motion of Mr Bryan, a bill to incorporate the Brazoria 
county Insurance company, was taken up, read and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr Armstrong offered the following resolution : 

“Resolved, by the Senate that A. II. Cook, contractor, be 
required to attach the we ights and pulleys to the windows of the 
Senate chamber, by the 26th inst. Rie, 

Mr Armstrong, by leave, presented the petition of the citizens 
of Bosque county referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Oa motion of Mr Pedizo, a bill for the reliefof Saml. Rowe, 
togethér with the Report of the committee on Indian affairs of. 
fering a substitute therefor, was taken up and read; substitute 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, the rule was suspended; Dill read 
third time and passed. 

Ou motion of Mr Wren, a bill for the relief of Jesse Dean 
was taken up—read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Wren, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third time and passed. 

_ On motion of Mr Scott, a bill to provide for the Investment of 
/ the special school fund in bonds of Railroad companies, incor- 
| * porated by the State, was taken up and read. 

| Mr Armstrong moved to lay the bill on the table until the 1st 
\ day of January next —lost, 
Mr Martin offered the following amendment : 
| Strike ont “16 sections,” in the 4th line or 12th section, aud 
‘insert “26 sections” —rejected. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, 
Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Taylor 
of Fannin, Trait, Whitaker and White, 16. 

Nays —Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Martin, Ped- 
igo, Potter, Taylor of Gass, “Weatherford and Wren, 9. 

On motion of Mr Millican, the Senate adjourned until Wed- 
nesday morning next, at 10 o’clock. 


WoE December 26th, 1855. 
The Senate was called to order pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. Roll called—quorutn present. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and adopted. 
Mr Guinn presented the petition of su ndry citizens of Cherokee 
county, praying that John G. Graham, a minor may be allowed 


to transact his own business; referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 
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Mr Potter presented the petition of the President, Directors 
and Stockholders of the Galveston aud Brazos Navigation Com- 
pany; referred to the committee on Luternal Improvements, 

o Mr Pahoer presented the petition of Jasper Hubermaker, 
guardian of the heirs of Cristopher Coats; referred to the com- 
| mittee on private land clatius No. L 
| Mr Pedigo presented the penton of Robert S. White; referred 
to the cournittee on private land clauns No. 1, 
Mr Poner, chaitinau of the counnittce ou the Judiciary made 
the following report: 
The Judiciary committee have considered a bill to provide 
| for Jury trials in the corporation courts of the various Town 
and City corporations Ju this State, and direct me to return the 
| saime to the Senate and recommend its passage. The committee 
beheve that such a law ts necessary in order to the proper ad- 
f ministration of Justice by corporation courts, Phe constiution 
ofthe State Art. £. See, 19, provides that “in all eases where 
f Justices of the Peace, or other Judicial officers of inferior tribu- 
Beals shall have jurisdiction, in the trial of cases, where the 
penalty for the violation of a law is fine or imprisonment (ex- 
jeept in cases of contensot,) the accused: shall have the right to a 
tial by Jury.” be would appear from this and other provisions, 
Bhat it was the iatemion of the framers of the constitution, that 
the right te a trial by jury should be held sacred in all penal 
scares, yet there is no law anthoriziug corporation courts to call 
a jury, 
| Mr Arms rong introduced a bill to create the county of Palo 
Tiuto, read Ist aud 2d ume aud referred to the committee on 
i Onnties and county bonudaries : also a bill tor the relief of 
a jah B. Thomas, read Ist and 21 times aud referred to the 
[omanttee on private laud claims No. 2. 
i Me Pedigo iutrodaced a biil for the relief of the heirs of Hi- 
Ban Bunch deod, read Ist and 2d times and referred to the com- 
nittee on private land claims No. 2, 
B Me White introduced a bill to ineorpayate Payne Female 
Bistitute, read Lst and 2d times aud referred to the committee 
pu Education. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


E Monse bill, supplementary to an act ta provide for the assess- 
ent and collection of taxes, read Ist and 2d times, and on 
Potion of Mr ‘Paylor of Cass, referred to the committee oa li- 
eealice, - 

a A bill authorizing Wiliam M. Lee and others to construct a 
Bridge across the East fork of Trinity river, at or near Lee’s 
erry, read 3d time and passed by the follrwing vote : 27 
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Yras.—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lou, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter. Rus- 
sell, Scarborough, Taylor of Cass, Truit, W hitaker, and White, 
—13, 

Nays.—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Weatherford, and Wren, 
~—4, 

A bill to amend the act of Feb’y Sth 1841, entitled “an act 
of limitations ”—read 3d time. 

Mr Armstrong moved to lay the bill on the table.—lost. 

The bill was then passed. 

On motion of Mr ‘Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


TutRspay, Dec. 27th, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment—-prayer by the chaplain —roll called—quorum 
present, 

The journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr Potter, chathman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Cherokee 
couuty for the relief of Johw G. Graham, reported a bill, recom. 
mending its passage. 

A bill to allow John G. Graham to transact business and 
make binding contracts in his own name—read first time, 

Mr Potter chairman of the same committee, to which was 
refered a bill to incorporate Shawnee Lodge No. 15, of L O. 0. 
F., returned the same to the Senate with an amendment, recom 
mendiug the adoption of the amendment and the passage of the 
biil. 

Amendment, At the end of the first section, add provided 
that said corporation shall not own real estate of the value of 
more than twenty thousand dollars, at any one time, 

Mr Guinn chairr of the committee on eugrossed bills 
ported the following bills correctly engrossed. ` 

A bill amending an act supplementary to an act amending 

and supplementary to an act to incorporate the Tenders 
and Burkville Rail Road company, ayproved Jany 27th 1654 

A bill to incorporate the Harrison mannfaetming company. 

A bill authorizing the Unued States’? Marshal of the Disirit 
of ‘Texas to use ihe jails of varions counties of this State, for 

cCatun purposes, 

A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red river Railway 


company and supplementary tọ the several acts incorporatii 
said company. 
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A bill to amend an act supplementary to an act to astnblish 
the Galveston, Iouston and Henderson Rai! Road company. 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Dean; and 

A bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio. 

Mr Pirkey, form the committee on Public lands, to which 
was referred a bill to validate a survey and Patent, upon the 
Ife dright certificate of John P. Rogers, reported the same 
back, recommending its passage. | 

Mr Truit, from the committee on private land claims No. 1, 
to which was referred a bill for the relief of Charles Stan v and 
John Todd, for services rendered the Rapublic of Texas in 1836, 
reported a substitute, recommending its adoption aud the pas- 
sage of the bill, 

Me Biyan chairman of the committee on Educatioun, made 
the foliowiug report: 

‘The committee en Education have examined a bill to incor- 
porate Milam male and female Institute and recommend its pas- 
sage, adding the following words at the end of the Sth section, 
“thatthe property of the same shall not exceed one hundred 
thonsand dollars.” 

Mr Bryan chairman of the.same committee, to which was 
referred a bill appropriating certain monies in the Treasury to 
the School fund, and a bi'l to incorporate Payne female Insti- 
tute; reported the same back, recommending their passage. | 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on Public Buildings, 
to which was referred a bill to provide a permanent and sate 
building for the use of the State deparumaut, the Executive and 
the Attorney General of the State of Texas; returned the same 
and reconfmended its passage. 

Mr Pirkey from the committee an counties and county bonn- 
daries, to which was referred a bill creating the county of Palo 
Pinto; reported the same back recommending its passage. 

Mr Wren from the committee on private land claims, made 
the following report : 

The committee on private land claims have considered a 
petition for the relief of the heirs of Josephus Moore, granting 
them a league and labor of land, and we find from the proof, 
that the said Moore came to ‘Texas in 1835, that he had a fami- 
ly and has never received any land, that he served in the army 
of the Republic and is now dead. From the testimony of the 
Hon. Wm, M. Williams and Isaac Parker, both members of 
the present Legislature, the certificate of the said Moore, was 
certainly entitled to one league and labor of land. Therefore 
: the committee have instructed me to report the accompanyiag 
bill and recommend its passage. 
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A bill for the relief of Josephus Moore, read first time. 

Mr Palmer from the committee on Tnternal maiproxe nan 
made the following report: 

Tae coun ttee on [utern:] Improvements, to which was re- 
ferred the pettos of sundry citizens of Loaston prayutg to be 
permitted to levy a tax for Rail Road purposes, and a bill to 
perat the city of Houston to levy a special tax for Ratlroad 
paposes, have examined the same, and jusirnet me to report 
the bill back, recommending its passage. 

Mr Palner moved a suspension of the mue, meee bill 
was taken up. read 2d time. 

Mr Martin moved to refer the bill to the isdn committee 
—losts the bill was then ordered to be engrossed, 

Mr Palmer moved the further suspension of the rnle—'ost, 

Mr Burroughs imtroduecd a bill for the relief of Martin 
Whitehead—read Ist and 2d times aud referred to the comuitiee 
‘on private land claims No. 2. 

Mr Potter introduced a bill te amend an act to incorporate 
the Union Marine and fi e insurance company—read lət and 
2d times and referred to the Judiciary cotinnittee. 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bilt {or the relief of Elisha Thomas - 
read ist and 2d tunes aud referred to the committee ou private 
land claims No, 2, , 

Mr Wren from the committee on-private Jand claims Ne. 1, 
made the following report: 

The eoinmittee on private land claims No. 1, to which was 
referred the petition of Jasper Hubennaker, guardian of the 
heirs of Chistopher Coats, have had the same under examination 
and find that e said Obri-topher Coats, dec'd was entnled to 
a headright certificate for OL) acres of lawl, and therefore in- 
struct me to report a bill fur the r lisf of his heirs, reconnnend- 
Ing Us passage, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Christopher Coats dec’d— 
read first time, 

Mr Taylor of Fannin introduced a joint resolution, instruct- 
Ing Our Senators aud Representatives in Congress to use all 
honorable means for the extension of the period of naturalization 
to 21 years &e.—read lst and 2d times aud referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs, 

Mr Martin intiodueed a bill concerning the seperate land dis- 
trict of Heuderson connty—read Ist and 2d tines and refer red 
tothe Judiciary committee, 

Mr Russell intro laced a bill to change the name of Margaret 
Citherine Burk to that of Margaret Catherine Moore, aud that 
of Emily Jane Burk to that of Emily Jane Clark—read Ist-and 
24 tines aud relerred to the commiitee on the Judiciary. 


» 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to provide for the support of Schools, with the report 
of the counmittee on Educator, recommending ils pas-aze— wig 
read, 

(ha motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the consideration of the bill 
and report was deferred till to-morrow at EL o'clock A. M. 

Bill, explauatory of the [4th section of an act to provide: fer 
the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific ra dread, approved 
Dee. 2ist 1855, was on motion of Mr Palier, iate te special 
order of the day, for Weduesday the 2d day of Jantary next. 

“Oo motion of Ale Tay or of Cass, the Senate adjouroed till 
to nvrowanormug at EO o'clock. by the following vote: 

Yuas.—Alessis. Aben, Armstrong, Lon, Marto, -Milliean, 
Pirsey, Rass. Payior of Cass, Faş lor of Fauuia, Trait, Whita- 
ker, aud White,—- 2. i 

Navs.—Messiss Boyan, Darrougzhs, Flanagan, Grimes. 
Gaiuu, Miveiick, Pamer, Potter, Weatherford. and Wren, — 10. 


~ FPripay, Dee. 28th, 1855. 
The Senate was called to order, by the President: pursnant 
to auj rifuitent — prayer by the, chaplain, roil called] —querum 
present. The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 
Aly Grimes presented the petiuon of Alfred MelLaughlin and: 
others; telerred to the committee on private land elaims No. 2, 
Mr Guinn chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 


‘ported a bith to permit the eny of Houston to levy a special tax 


for Rail Ro id p Pposes, correcily eng ossed, 

Me Grimes chairiuuan of the commitize on Finance made the 
following report: 

The committee on Finanee have had under consideration the 
memorial of Joseph R. Burleson administrator, and Sarah 
Bur eson adi nisiretrix of Edward Burleson dee’d. 

Mempriatists pray that the S'ate of Texas refind to the Estate of 
said Kdward Bureusos tie sua of sox huudied and eighty-one 
dollar; and 43 ceuts, it being the amount collected from the said 
dscedent in his life ti ne as security for one Beyce, for import 
duties on goods Introdaeed into the Republie of Texas. Your 
Committee had no evidenee before them, but they readily came 
to tho conelasion that it would be inexpedient to relund money 
from the ‘Preesury when the same had been collected by due 
course of law, auless sufficient proof be made, and such as it 
Was not within the knowledge of the defendant or within his 
power to obtain m the comt where the judgment was obtained, 
that the case was one that iu justice required relief, Your com- 
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mittee therefore return the petition and ask to ~be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. 

Mr Armstrong from the committee on Public lands made the 
following report; | 

The committee on pnblie lands, to which was referred a bill 
to confirm the titles of certain pre-e t-ption settlers within the Jnn- 
jis of Peters’? Colony, have considered the same and behevug 
the abject sought to be obtained a goed one, hive instructed me 
to recommend the passage of the bill with following amendment. 
Tn the 4th ime after the word “pre-emptors” insert “ Priur to 
the 21st day of December 18538.” | 

Mr Whitiker chatrman of the committee on private land 
claims No, 2. made the following report: . 

The committee on private land claims No. 2, have had under 
consideration the memorial of James MeDonald praying for one 
third leagne of land, the right to which is not sustained by the 
proof; but your cemmittee are of the opinion that the memorall- 
ist is eutined to relief under the law of Dec. 22d 1836, and report 
the following bill for his relief. and recommend its passage. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Offiee 
10 isste a land certificate to James MeDonald; read first time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill incorporating the Brazoria county -Llusurance company 
~—read 3d time and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas.-—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs. Cald- 
well, Fianayau, Grimes, Guinu, Lou, Martin, Maverick, Milli- 
ean, Palmer, Pirkey, Patter, Russell, Scarborongh, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Trait, Whitaker, aud White,—22. 

Nays.——Vessrs, Weatherford, and Wren,—2. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs oi Andrew P. Cunningham; 
read and-ordered to be enzrossed. 

A bill prohibiting the Commissioner of the General Land 
Oifice, issuing pateuts to the Texian Emigration and land com- 
paty, for lands lying in Peters’ Colouy; read. - 

Mr Armstrong offerred a bill restraining the Commissioner 
of the General Lind Office from issuing patents for the benefit 
of the Texiau Emigration and land company or Peters’ Colony 
contractors, as a substitute for the bill. 

Mr ‘taylor of Fannin, moved to re-refer the bill and substi- 
tute to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the bill wa3 postponed ‘until Satur- 
day the 5th day of January next. 

A bill providing for the support of Schools; read. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following amendments; add 
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to Ath section « provided ;° that no child whose entire tnition has 
been paid, s shall receive any money under the provisions of this 
section,” and the following sectionsto be numbered 6 and 7. 
‘Sec. 6. [fany a ae Ww patron ofany School is unable to pay 
his tuition and the teacher shall be satistied of the fact, it shall 
be the duty of the Myd teacher to make out a hst of all 
such patfons, tégether with the amount of money dae from each 
for tuition and forward the same under oath to the Chief Justice 

of the county.” .” 

“Seo. 7. ‘hazahe Chief Justice of each county after sati-fy-: 
ing himself that the patrons so retnrned are unable to pay the 
tuition, shall annually firnish the ‘Treasurer of the State with 
a statement under his hand and the seal of the county, of the 
anount of money due for tuition from all such patrons ‘who are 
unable to pay. And the Treasurer of the State is here ‘by anthor- 
iz 'd and required to pay said amounts of money ont of the in- 
terest arising from the School faud, and thet proceed to distrib- 
ute the remainder as required by this act.” 

Ar Winte offered the following as an amendment to the 
amendment; “provided that orphan children er the children of 
widows, wige ve no other or greater amount of property than 
is esempt by law from forced sa e, Shall be considered iudigent,” 
—accepted by Mr Taylor. 

“he amendment was then adopted by the following vate; : 

Yeas- Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Guinn, 
Lou, Martin, Maverick, Potter, Russell, ‘Taylor or Cass, Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker, and Wadte,--15. 

Nays.—-Messrs. Bryan, Cald wen, Doane, Flanagan, Palmer, 
Pedizo, Pirkey, Scarborough, Taylor of Fannin and Wren,— 10. 

Mr Palmer olfered the following amendment: 

After Uh: enacting clanse insert © that the sum of five hun- 
dred thousand dollars of the five per cent bonds of the United 
States, remming the in Treasury of the Stale be added to the 
special School fund, and ” 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the amendmet was amended 
by striking ont five hundred thousand” and inserting one 
million? by the following vote: 

Y was.—- Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Doane, Gninn, 
Lot, Martin, Maveriek, Millican, Pedigo, Pirkey, Taylor of 
Cass, Truitt, Weatherford, and White,—15, l 

Nays. —— Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Paliner, Pot- 
ter, Russell, Scarborough, ‘Taylor of Fanuin, Whitaker, aud 
Wren,- 10. 


On'motion of Mr Potter, the amendment was laid | on the 
table. 
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Mr Bryan offered the following amgpilment > rae 

Strike ont, in section 7, all afier thé words “ shall annually” 
and insert “ with the approbation of the County Court distribrite 
the amounts of money out of the interest arising trom the schoo] 
fund, due for tnit.on, from all such } fatpous who are unable to 
pay, and then proceed to distribute omg, reinainder as required 
by this Act.” Rejected. 

* Mr Palmer offered the following amendment : . 

After she enacting clause, insert “that the at six hun- 
dred thousand dollars of the five per cert*boa sof tie United 
States now remaining in the Treasury of f jhe State be aided to 
the. A school fund, and; ” adopted “ 

Mr Guinn offered the following amendments” + ' : 

Amend the 4th seetion by striking out the words “ of the es- 
iailishied ? and inserting who may attend any 3” adopted. 

Mr Weatherford mov ad tu amend the bill by striking out tue 
words “six and sixteen,” wherever they occur, and inserting 
e five and eighteen 3” kaal uy the followi ing vote : 

Ynas— Mears Allen, Armstrong, Burronghs, Doane, Flana-. 
gan, Martin, Millican, Pedigo, Russet, Tay lur uf Case, Vruit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren—14, | wa 

Karee Vea Bryan, Caldwell, Grimes, Guinn, Lath, Mave 
erick. Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Taylor of Fannin, 
and White—12 i 

Mr Palmer dra the following amendment : 

esec LL. Phat all laws conflicting with the provisions ol this 
Act be, and the same are hereby thus fir- repeated, and that thia 
Act take effect and be in force from and after tis pis Suye.— 
Adopted. a 

Mr Guinn moved to amend by striking out “five” and-in- 
serting “six” lost. 

Mr Darron: shs moved to re refer the bill to the committee on 
Education; lo-t. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Qn moion of Mr Lott, the Senate ‘ad juurned until 10 o'clock 
- tu-merrew morning. 


a 
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Satruipay. December 2 Orb, 1855. 
The Senate was called to order by the President, patstiant to 
adjournment, Piayerby the Chaplain. Roll calied—querum 
present. g 
The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr Potter, chairmat of the committee on the Judiciary to 
which was referred a biil to amend an act to. incorporate the 
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Union Marine and Fire Insurance Company, approved January 
96th LSLS, reported the same back and recommended its passage 
alter amending it by striking out the first section. 

Mr Potter fromthe same comwittee, made the following re- 

ort: : 

The Judiciary committee have considered a communieaticn 
fram the Governor, the date of Dec., Ist, in relation to ths Libra- 
ry of the Supretne Court, and a majority of the committee direet 
ne to report a bill, whieh is herewith pres-nted aud which 13 in— 
tended to earry out a portion of the recommendation of the Gov— 
emor. The committee recommend that the blauk in the bill be 
filled by the Senate and thatthe bill be then passed. 

The committee recornmend to the favorable consideration of 
the Senate that part of the communication of the the Governor 
which recommends, * that a bienvial appropriation of the sum 
of fifteen handred dollars be hereafter made for the gradual in— 
crease of these Libraries, to be expended under the direction of 
the Supreme Court,” and the committee recomend that such 
appropriation be made.in the generel appropriation bill. 

A bill to provide for the safe keeping of the Libraries of the 
Supreme Court at the several branches thereof; read first time, 

Mr Potter, chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred a bill to change the name of Margaret Catharine Burk. 
tothat of Margaret Catharine Moore, and that of | mily Jane 
Burk to that of Emily Jane Clark, reported a substitute there— 
fur, and recommended its adoption aud passage, 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed hills re— 
poited as correctly engrossed, a bill to pravide for the support of 
schools, and a bill for the relief of the heirs of Andrew P. Cuu- 
ningham deceased. 

Mr Weatherford introduced a bill appropriating a portion of 
the pubtic Domain for common school purposes; read first and 
second times and referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, introduced a bill supplementary to an act 
ta incorporate the town of Jefferson, approved March 20th 1848; 
read first and second times and ordered to he engrossed. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Josiah IIudson ; read first and second times aud referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Allen introdnced a bill to increase the cammon school 
find, by asale of a certain portion of the public domain; read 
first and second times aud referred to the committeé on the Ju- 
diciary. : 

Mr White introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Indi- 
anolias read first and secoud times ayd referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 7 28 


266 


Mr Whitaker, by leave, presented the memorial of Isaac Lee 
and the administrators of F. Thom for confirmation of head- 
right to Allen Ilines, and that of Isaac Lee for confirmation of 
title to Milby Berry ; referred to the committee on public 
Jands. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr Russell, the rule requiring reports to Tie on 
ihe table one day, was suspended and the report of the enm- 
mittee on the Judiciary on a bill to change the name of Mar- 
garet Catharine Burks to that of Margaret Catharine Moore, 
and the name of Emily Jane Burks to that ot Emily Jane 
Clark, offering a substitute therefor, was taken up—substitute 
adopted and bill ordered to be engr ossed. 

On motion of Mr Russell, the rule was suspended, bill read 
thirt time and passed, 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, a bill to incorporate the Pen- 
derson and State line Rail Road Company, was taken up and 
read and ordered to be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the rule was suspended, Dill 
read third time and passea, by the following vote. 

Yras—Mesers. Armstrong. Caldwell, Flanagan, Gnirn 
Martin. Maverick. Millican, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, S -miler 
ough, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, Whitaker and White—15., 

N avs — Messrs. Bryan, Burronghs, Grimes, Lott, Taylor of 
Cass, Weatherford and Wren—7. 

Ms Martin moved to take up “a bill to quiet land titles” 
—lost. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, “a bill more particularly to de- 
fine the kastern boundary line of Bastrop eounty,” was taken 
up—read and ordered to be engrossed 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

Mr White moved to adjourn till Monday morning ; lost. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, a bill incorporating the town 
of Cameron in Milam county, was taken up, read and passed 
to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rulo was suspended, Dill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a bill to ineorporate the Galveston 
Tce Company, was taken frem the table, read third time and 
passed by the follow ng vote: i 

YrAs— Messrs. Armstrong, Caldwell, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott 
Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Searbor- 
“ough, Taylor of Cass, Tay lor of Fannin, Truit, WwW cathertord, 
-Whitaker and White—18. 


| 
| 
| 
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Naxs—Messrs, Bryan, Burroughs, Grimes, and Wron-—4. 

O.a motion of Mr Weatherford, the report of the committes 
on publie lands, on a bill for the relief of Wm. Rawlins, offur- 
liza substitute therefor, was taken up—substitute adupted and 
bill ordered to be eneressed. 

Qn motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Maverick, a bill to create the county of 
Atascosa, together with the report of the committee on county 
and county boundaries, offering amendments thereto, was ta- 
ken ap, read and amendments adopted. 

Mr Weatherford moved to amend the bill by striking ont 
“ Atascosa,” and Inserting “ Latimer.” 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, thé amendment was laid on 
the table. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Trnit, a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Farly, was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Truit, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Lott, a bill for the relief of the heirs of Eli- 
zabeth Jones, was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rale was suspended, bill 
read third tine and passed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fann‘n, a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of John Ragsdale, was taken up, read and ordered to 
be engrossed. l 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the rale was suspended 
—hill read third time and passed. 

Oa motion of Mr. Bryan, © A Bill requiring the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, toissue a certificate fur 640 
acres of land to the heirs of Bradbury S. Follet, was taken up, 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bryan the rale was suspended—Bill read 
url time and passed. 

Ouimotion of Mr. Potter, “ A Bill to provide for jury trials 
in the corporation courts of the various towns and city eorpora- 
tions in this State’—was taken up,rcad and ordered to be 
engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended bill read 
8rd time and passed. 

Oa motion of Me Armstrong, a bill for the relief of Dicy 
Craig, formerly Dicy Henderson, was taken up, read and or- 


dered to be engrossed. > a m oe 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. E 

On motion of Mr Gainu, a “ bill for the relief of George B 
Br warig, his heirs or assigns,” was taken up, read and ordered 
tu be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended; read third 
time and passed, . 

On notion of Mr Barroughs, “a bill for the relief of Ezekiel 
Vickers,” was taken up, read and ordered to be engros ed, 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for the support of schools; read third time 
and passed. ‘A 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjoùrned till 10 
o'clock, Monday morning. 


eRe 


| Moxpa¥, Dee. 31st., 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjournment, Prayer by the Chaplain—MQolt called—quoruni 
pi esent. l 

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted, 

_ Mr. Taylor of Fannin, chairman ot the connnittee on Privato 
Band Claims No. 1 made the following report, 

The committee on Private Land Claims have considered the 
memorial of 5. D. Rainey praying for land, and have come ty 
the conélision, that he is entitled to the relief prayed. It 
appeared from reliable testimony (the witneses being known 
to most of tae commitee) that said Rainey emigrated to ‘Texas 
in 1837, that he received a certificate for G40 acres of land 
fiom the board of land commissioners, which was not recon 
mended by the travelling board of land commissioners, tur the 
reason that he, in settling believed himself to be in Texas, but 
atier his settlement, the bonndary line between the United 
Staves and Texas was run, which left him without the limits of 
Texas. After which, he moved into this State, in which he hag 
resided without intermission ever since. The committee be 
lieve trom this, that under tha law, he would not be entitled to 
Jand, but considering his long residence in Texas, and it being 
no fault of the petitioner, that the boundary line was not run, 
that he is equitably entitled to land. ‘They therefore report the 
accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

“A Dill fur the relief of S. D. Rainey” Read Ist time. 
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The committee on private land claims have considered the 
elai n of Richard Alderson for land. The testimony shows, 
taat he emigrated and settled in Peters Colony, before the aa 
Įisation of the contract for seltling said colony. 

That tl the reason ‘ke dia not stay the three years he was re- 
quifed to remain, by said contract, is that, he was poor and 
conpelled by disease tu gu the State of Kentuck cy to proenre 
medical aid, his family “be sing removed to Bonham; he being 
very poor, and his family helpless, and no provisions to be 
then hadin his settlemsnt—cur usideriue the facts—-the act uf 
providence preventing him from complyi ing with the letter of 
the law, the connalttee are of oplulon that he shon'd have the 
land. ‘hey therefore report the accompanying bill for 640 
acres, and recominend its passage. 

J bill tor therelief of Richard Alderson ; read first time, 

Mr Guainu,chairmiin of the comaittee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed, 

A bill to incorporate the [Tenderson and State line Rail Road 
Boinpany. 


A bill for the relief of George B, Browning r, his heirs or as- 
Bi ions, 

“A bill sipplenientary to an act to incorporate the town of Jef- 
ferson, approved 2uth March, 1848. 

A bill to change the name of Margaret Catharine Burks to 


Mirgiret Catharine Moore, aud that of Emily Jaue Burks to 
Kintly Jane Ciarke, 


A biil tor the relief of Ezekiel Vickers, 

A bul for the reliefof Dicy Craig, formerly Dicy Tenderson. 

Aud, a bili to define more pi articularly the Basteru boundary 
line of Bastrop coúnty. 


Mr Russel, from the same committee, reported the following 
bills correcily engrossed : 


A bill to provide for jary trialsin the corporation courts of 
Lo the various town and city corporations of this State. 
- A bill to create the county of Atascosa, 
| A bill for the relief of Win. Rawlins. 
A bill for the relief ofthe heirs of John Ragsdale, 
| A bill reqniring the Commissioner of the General land office 


to issue a certificate for 640 acres of land to the heirs of Brad- 


bury S. Fallet, 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Flizabeth Jones. And 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Fiuly, 

Mr ‘Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public debt 
to whic was referred a bill for the relief of Colia McKinney, 
teporied the same back, recommending its passage. 


ee 


Mr Milien, hairan of the committees on roads, bri Jrea and 
fernies, to which was referred a bill to ineoerporate the Guada- 
lape brid se COMPU, reported the same back, recommending 
its Pans: ige, 

Mr Taylor of Oiss, intradueed a bill ta validate an election 
to bo hal d ii the tł on Ropreseaheive District, canny wed of the 
co taties of Gass and Pituus; read first and second thues and or- 
deted to be cnerassed, . 

Oa motion of Mr Taylor of Casa, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed, 

Mr Baylor of Houstou, intro Ineed a bill to grant to Benjamin 
T. Daval the privilege of estiblishing a Fe rry on the Neches 
Riverand to protect his Mills from t back- waters read fist aud 
seovad tugs and referred tu the counnittee on roads, bridges aud 
turtles, ` 

Mr White mntredaced abill to amend the Ist section of an act 
On limitations 5 read first and second Unies and referred to the 
Co n mittee on State affarrs, 

Mr Caldwell iutroduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
James C. Barly deceased; read first and second times and re- 
furred to the conmnittee on public lands, 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill forthe relief of the heirs of 
Win. Coltrin. Anda bill-forthe relief of the heirs of Rush 
Jamuson.each rend first and second times aud referred to the 
Coanultlee on privala land claims, no. 2. 

RDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill for the Mia the fiersof Andiew P. Cunningham ; : 
read third tine and passed, 

A hill supple-pentary to an act to Incorporate the town of Jcf- 
ferson, approved 2uth March (S43 5 read. 

Oa imotionol Mr Taylor of Cass, the vote which engrossed the 
bi'l on Saturday last, was recousidered—the bill was then or- 
dered to be engrosse |, 

On motion of Mr Paylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, bill 
real thiid time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yisas —Messrs, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, fhotr, Martin, “Maverick , Mil- 
licean, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Rassel, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
LLonston, Trait, Weatherford, W hitaker, White and Wren—23. 

Nays ” None. 

A bill to permit the county of I[onston te levy aspecial tax 
for rail road purposes; read third time and passed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas—Megsrs, Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Lot, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russel, 
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Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Fonston, and Whitsker—16, 

Nays—Messrs. Martin, Miiliean, ‘Taylor of Cass, Fruit 
Weatherford, White and Wren—7. 

A bill to anthorige the Auditor and Comptr Her to and: bond 
No. 164 0f the LO per cent consolidated stock of dth February, 
1540; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

The following House bills were severally rend and passed te 
a thud reading, 

A bill for the relief of B. M. Thomason and others. 

A tall for the rellef of O. M. Goo'sly. And 

A bill for the reliefof R. A. Powdrell, 

A bill making an appropriation for the per djem pay and mi'e- 
age of the members of the sixth Leeislature and the per diem 
pav of the officers of the same, together with the report of the 
committee on Finance, offering an amendment thereto, was reed, 
amendment agopted and bill passed toa third reading, 

Ou motion of Mr ‘Paylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

A bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the use of 
the State Department, the Executive and the Attorney General 
of the State of Texas; read and passed to a third readiwe by the 
following vote; 

Yras—Messrs, Allen, Bevan, Caldwell, Doane, Grimes, Mar- 
ting Maverick, Pa'iner, Potter, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Hous- 
ton, Whitaker, and White—13. 

Nays— Messrs. Armstrong, Burronghs, Flanagan, Guinn, 
Lott, Millican, Pirkey, Russel, Taylor of Fannin, Tran, Weath- 
ford and Wren—12. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to es— 
tablish a court for the investigation of claims agaist the Stare 
of Texas, read, and on motion of Mr Potter the report aud Lill 
were laid on the table. 

A bill for the protection ofactnal settlers; read. 

Mr Martin offered the Fillowing amendment : 

Strike ont “from one thousand to ten thousand,” and insert 
6 from one hundred to one thousand ”—rejected. 

Mr Potter offered the following amendment: 

In sec. 1 after the word * person,” insert the words “under 
title, color of title, deed. or lawful pre—2mption claim.” 

On motion of Mr Palmer the bill rnd amendment were refer- 
red to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of pre-emptors, together with the report 
of the committee on public lands, offering a substitute thereto, 
was read and the snbstitute adopted, 

On motion of Mr Guiun, the bill was amended by adding the 
| following proviso: 
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u Provided said affidavit was made prior to the 2tst day of 
December 1853, or settled before the above date.” 

Mr Weatherford offered the following amendment : 

Strike ont the latter clanse of Ist section which inelndes those 
who have settled withtu the Mississippi Rail Road Reserve, 

Oa motion of Mr Flanagan, the bill and amendment were re— 
ferred tothe J diciary committee, 

A hill to provide for a geoio_ical survey and examination of 
the State. together with the report of the committee on State 
affairs, offering asubstitute therefor, were read and substitute 
adopted, 

Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following amendment ; : 

Strike out in Ist section, al] afier the word” * Texas.” and in- 
sert “at a salary of two thousand dollars per annum ”—adopied 
by the following vote ; . 

Yuas— Messrs. Armstrong, Burronghs, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Martin, Milliean, Pirkey, Russel, Tavlor of Cass, Taylor of 
Fannin, Trnit, Weatherford and Wren—13. 

Nays —Messrs, Allen. Bryan, Caldwell, Guinn, Lott, Maver- 
ick, Palmer, Potter, Taylor of Houston, Whitaker and White 
oe 

Mr Gninn moved to Hay the billon the fable; lost, 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment : 

And that the sum of one thousand dollars per annum be and 
tie same is hereby appropriated for paying the captingent ex- 
penses of such surveys as may be made by said Geologist ; adop- 
ted. ; 

Mr White moved to refer the bill toa select committee 7). 
lost. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved to indefinitely postpone the bili ; 
lost by the following vote: 

Ayrs— Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Russel, Taylor of 
Cass, Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren—8. 

Nars—Messrs. Allen. Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, dima 
Guinn. Hord, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Mil] ican, Palmer, Pedi- 
go. Pirkey, Potter, Tay lor of TTenston end Whituker—17. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
Vote > 

Yuas— Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hard, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedige, 
Pirkey, Potter, Taylor of Houston, and Whitaker —17. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burronghs, Millican. Russel, Tay- 
lorof Cass, Trnit, Weatherford, Whiteand Wren—9. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed pills, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the Auditor aud Comptroller to audit 
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bond 164 of the ten per cent consolidated stock of Sth of Febru- 
ary 1848, correctly engrossed. l 

Mr Caldwell introduced a bill to incorporate the city of Aus- 
tin; read first and second times and referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. ` | 

Mr Millican introduced a bill to incorporate the Yegua turn— 
pike and bridge company ; read first and second times and re- 
ferred to the committee on reads, bridges and ferries. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the Senate adjourned till ten 
o'clock to-marrew morning. 


Turspay, January Ist, 1856, 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Wren presented the petition of H. Blummett and of 
Louisa Netherly—referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: : l 

The committee on Finance have considered “a bill, supple- 
mentary to an act to provide far the assessment and collection 
of taxes.” They find the principle change in the existing law, 
contemplated by the bill before them, is to allow assessors and 
collectors to advertise for the term of fifteen days, that he will 
attend at a specified time at the several] election precincts in his 
county, for assessing and likewise for collecting the taxes of his 
county; subjecting all who do not avail themselves of the 
notice, to all the penalties now imposed by law on such persons 
as fail or refuse to give in, or pay their taxes. ° 

The committee are of opinion that it would be unjust and 
impolitic, to impose penalties upon those who might be so un- 
fortunate as not to see the notice, or hear of the appointed time. 

The citizens generally consider they have performed their duty 
in this respect to the State, when they give in, and pay their 
taxes promptly, in the manner provided by the existing law. 
Further, the committee know from observation, that good and 
competent men will accept the office of assessor and collector 
tor the compensation now allowed by law. The existing law 
has been in force for six years, has been pretty well understood, 
and answers all necessary purposes when well executed. ‘The 
committee therefore, return the same, and recommend that no 
further action be had thereon. . 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Arai to 
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which was referred “a bill to legitimate Donaciana Howland, 
‘daughter of Sami. W. Howland, deceased, -reported the same 
back, recommending its passage. - . 

Mr Potter, chairman of the same ‘committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 

The Judiciary committee, to which was referred the petition 
-of Joel L. Ankrim, asking relief, as the innocent. purchaser of 
two duplicate land certificates, issued by the Adjutant General, 
through a fraudulent statement to said officer, have had the same 
under consideration, and have Instructed me to report, that from 
the evidence submitted, they do not feel authorized to recom- 
mend the granting of the relief sought; they therefore recom- 
mend that said petition be laid on the table, 

The Judiciary committee have considered “a Dill, requiring 
Chief Justices of County Courts to give bonds for the faithfnl 
performance of their official duties,” and have instructed me to 
report the same back, with the accompanying amendments, 
recommending their adoption and the passage of the bill. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Ist. In section 1, strike out “twenty,” and insert “five.” 

‘2d. In 2d section, fourth line, after “the,” insert “fraud ‘or 
negligence of the Chief Justice in the.” 

8d In 2d section and 4th line, after the word “approved,” 
strike out the words “by any ‘Chief Justice.” 

4th In-3d section strike out all after the word “recovered,” in | 
the third line, from the end of the section. | 

Mr Flanagan, from the Judiciary committee, made the follow- 
ing report; 

The committee on ‘the Judiciary have had before them “a 
bill for the relief of the children of Isaiah Hudson, and after 
investigating the same, find that the said Hudson resided in 
the county of Rusk, for many years; wasa free mulatto ma, 
and died possessed of property to a considerable amount, and 
‘that the said children may legally inherit the said property. A 
majority of the committee therefore, instruct me to report the 
So aoma ‘substitute, and recommend the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr Armstrong, from the committee on Public’Lands, to which 
was referred a bill for the relief of A. B. Burleson, reported it 
iback for the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr Lott, chairman of the committee on the Penitentiary, to 
which was referred a “joint resolution making an appropria- 
tion of five thousand four hundred and forty eight dollars and 
seventy cents, ($5,448,70,) to meet‘the current expenses of the 
yuarterending Dec. 31st, 1855,” ‘reported the same back recom- 
ynending ‘its passage. A 
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Wr. Wren, from the committee on Claims and Accounts, to 
which was referred “a bill for the relief of Mercer Fain, senr. z 
and Wm: M. Hewet,” Reported the same back, recommending 
its passage. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, dn of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report: 

‘The committee on Public Debt, have had under advisement 
the petition of Lieut. M, Hitchcock, and find from the petition 
and vouchers, that the petitioner in the eyear 1842, chartered 
the schooner “Alert” for government service, by the author- 
ity of the government; that he paid for the chartering, aud for 
provisioning the men on board, $1,720 00, he also claims as 
commander of the schooner, S116 00, amountivg in ail to 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six dollars and sixty eight cents, 
$1,836 68. The committee are satisfied that the petitioner 
acted in good faith,/and did pay the said amounts, but trom the 
best data the committee can obtain, the money was paid in the 
currency of the country, which at that time, was worth but fifty 
cents on the dollar, Tam therefore, instructed to report the ac- 
rcompanying bill, which allows the petitioner one half the 
amount claimed, "and recommend its passage. A bill for the 
relief of Lieut, M. Hitchcock—read first time. 

Mr White introduced a bill fixing the compensation for saving 
colton found in any-of the waters of this State or ou the coast 
thereof, in tne Gulf of Mexico—reud first and second times, and 
referr sd to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee en Ea grossed Bills, 
reported the following bills correctly engrossed : 

«A bill to provide for a geological examination of the State.” 

| “A bili for the relief of persons who have legal files in‘ the 
reserve of lands, made by the act to provide for ine construction 
of the Mississippi aud Pacific Railroad company,” and 

“A bill for the relief of Samuel Rowe.” 

| A message was received from the Louse, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills originating in 
the Senate + 

f “A bill to change the name of Martna R, Eppinger to Martha 
R. Bonner.” 

| “A bill to anthorize the County Courtof Dallas county, to 
evy an additional tax for the purpose of building a court house,” 
Band 

| “A bill to validate an election to be held in the 14th Represen- 
dative District, composed of the counties of Cass and Titus ” 

“Mr Weatherford introduced “a bill requiring the return of 


f.conditional certificates to the General Land Office”—read first 
fime, 
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On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspemded and bil! 
read second time. a 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill was amended by striking 
out “September Ist, 1856,” and inserting “January Ist, 1857." 

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved to amend by striking out thg 
words, “and shall be subject to location”—rejected. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following amendment :” 

“Provided, that this act shall in no manner open lands to lo. 
cation within the reserve known as the Pacific reservation’— 
adopted. 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment : 

“Provided, that all persons who have resided nponany traci, 
not larger that six hundred and forty acres, for the space of ten 
years, shall have a title to their settlement under a condition: 
certificate or by the settlement.” On motion of Mr Potter, lai 
on the table.. 

Mr Weatherford offered the following amendment : 

“Provided, this act shall net be so eonstrtted as to make voil 
any locations upon conditional certiffeates.” On motion of Mi 
Flanagan, the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment: 

“Provided, this act shall not prejudice the rights of settler, 
under the present act of limitation.” 

Mr Martin offered the following as an amendment to th 
amendment: 

“Orafiect the title to any land within the reservation of th 
Mississippi and Pacific Railroad.”—rejected. 

Mr Flanagan’s amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Allen offered the following amendment: 

“In the Sth line of the tst section after the word ‘certificate 
strike out the words “together with the field notes.”—rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Palmer presented the petition of L. J. Parker—referred ! 
the committee on Publie Debf. 

Mr Potter introduced a bill to provide the means of levy a 
sale under executien of the stock of incorporated companies 
read first andsecond times, and referred to the committee 
the Judiciary. l 

Mr Armstrong, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whic 
was relerred “a bill for the relief of pre-emptors, reported i 
substitute therefor, requesting the consideration of the Sena 
thereon. oe 

Ou motion of Mr Truit, the rule was suspend ° substitt! 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Russell, the rule was further suspended, 0 
read third time and passed. 
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Mr Taylor of Cass, introduced a bill for the relief of Joseph 
P. Lilley, assignee of Jonathan Bird—read first and second 
times, and on motion of Mr Guinn, referred to the committee 
en Public Debt. 


Mr Palmer introduced “a bill to incorporate the Houston 
| Lyceum—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, bill read 
|eecoud time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion ef Mr Guinn, the rule was further suspended, bill 
tread third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
(Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pir- 
ikey, Potter, Russell, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, 
Í Weatherford and White, 19. 

| Naxys—Messrs. Whitaker and Wren, 2. 

Mr Maverick presented the petition of James H. Brown—re- 
erred to the committee on Finance. 

E On motion of Mr Lott, the resolution relative to adjournment 
ivas taken from the table. Se 

On motion of Me Taylor of Cass, the substitute offered by 
him, was amended by striking out “15th” and inserting “20th,” 
Biefore “January,” and by striking out ‘“Saly,” and inserting “No- 
iwember”—the substitute was then adopted. 

| Mr Guinn offered the fodowing amewudment: 

Strike out “20th January,” and insert “Lith Febreary,” strike 
pout “November,” and insert “July.” 

| Mr Potter offered the following, as a substitute for the amend 
ment. Strike out “Ist Monday in November,” and insert “2d 
SMlonday in July, 1856.”—adopted. 

Mr Flanagan moved to amend by striking out “20th July,” 
and inserting “4th day of February”—carried. 

| Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following asa substitute for 
the resolution : 

| Resolved by the Senate, (the House concurring,) that the 
wo Hoases of the present Legislature will adjourn, sine die, on 
the ist Monday in February, 1856. . 

I On motion ot Mr Potter, laid on the table by the following 
vote; l 
| Yuas—Messrs. Allen. Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Guinn, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey, Potter, Scar- 
borough, Truit, Whitaker and White, 16. 

E Nays—-Messrs, Burroughs, Grimes, Palmer, Pedigo, Rusgell, 
Laylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Weatherford and Wren, 9. 
l - motion of Mr Palmer, the resolution was laid on the 
peole, 
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Mr Pedigo introdwced a bill for the relef of Josiah Jordan 


and a bill -for the relief of Chas. Baxter—each read first and 
second times. and referred to the committee on Private Laue 
Claims, No. 2. ; 

On motion of Mr Millican, the Senate adjourned till 100’- 
clock, to-morrow morning. | 


Weonespay,' dan’y 2d, 1856. | 
The Senate was calted to. order, by the President pursuant te | 
adjournment—prayer by the ehaplain—roll called—quorum | 
present. The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. : 
Mr Pedigo presented the memorial of Thomas J. Chambers | 
read, and referred to the committee on Enternal Improvements, | 
Mr Potter chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made | 
the following reports: : 
The Judiciary committee have considered a bill fixing the | 
compensation for saving cotton found in any of the waters of | 
this State, or on the coast thereof in the Gulf of Mexico, and | 
direct me to return the same with amendments, recommending | 
the adoption of the amendments and the passage of the bill. 
AMENDMENTS. | 
Ist. Inthe 3d Section strike out all after the word “ paid” J 
in the 8d line from the end of the section, and insert “over to] 
the county Treasurer of the county in which the sale took place, | 
and such county Treasurer shall immediately pay the same over | 
to ths Treasurers of the State, who shall pay the same over| 
to the person entitled thereto, on proof being made of the right 
of the claimant in the manner provided for the recovery of mon-| 
ey paid into the Treasury of the State, by executors or adminis. 
trators of estates, when no heirs, devisees or legatees of the] 
estate appear to elaim the funds of the estate on the final settle-| 
ment thereof.” 
2d. Insert the following as Sec. 4th, viz: 
“ Sec. 4th. In case there shall be no wreck-master, in the| 
county in which the cotton is deposited, then it shall be the duty f 
of the county. clerk of the court, to perform all the duties 
required of wreek-masters by this act, and such clerk shall be| 
entitled to receive the same compensation for his services, as is 
allowed to wreck-masters under this act.” 
od. Make Sec. 4th, See. 5th; and Sec. 5th, Sec. 6th. 
Ath. Strike out the last section. 
Mr Potter chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate the town of Indianola, and a bill to 
provide the mode of levy and sale under exeention of the stock 
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of incorporated companies, reported the same back, reeom- 
mending their passage. | 7 
. Mr Armstrong from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 

was referred a bill for the relief of the Young men of Lamar 
and Red River counties, reported a substitute therefor, recom- 
mending Its adoption and passage. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public 
debt, made the following report; | 

The committee on public debt to which was referred the pe- 
tition of Samuei Swartwout, have considered the same. In in- 
vestigating the claim of the petitioner, the committee have ascer- 
tained that there are other like cases, all alike mertorious. Those 
cases differ.from any others in connection with our financial. 
history. Those parties advanced their money to Texas without 
any security or hope of reward during her struggle for indepen- 
dence, when she most needed aid. It was the policy of the 
Government to issue Bonds or evidence of debt with the inter- 
est at 10: per cent per annum for advances; but in those cases 
the advances were made voluntarily by the parties for promot- 
ing the great cause of Texas liberty, with but little if any hope of 
ever being remunerated for the same, By previous legislation, we 
have autherized the payment of the principal, and now when 
Texas is fully able to reward those who came to her assistance 
in the dark hour of her troubles, we think it nothing but right 
to return the interest as well as principal. I am therefore in- 
structed by a majority of the committee to report the accompa- 
nying bill recommending its passage. 

A. bill for the relief of Sam’] Swartwout and others; read first 
time. 

Mr Pirkey from the committee on private land claims No. 2, 
made the following reports: 
- The committee on private land claims No. 2, to which was 
leferred the application of Henry Leaborn, beg leave to report: 
That from the evidence hefore us, the applicant emigrated to 
Texas a single man, subsequent to the Ist day of October 1837 
and received a head-right for 320 acres of land; That he mar- 
ried in the State on the 12th day of September 1841. The com- 
mittee are of opinion that there is no iaw authorizing an aug- 
Mentation under this state of facts or to this class of emigrants- 
They are informed however, by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Olfice that many of the county Boards issued augmenta- 
tions under similar circamstances. They therefore submit the 
facts unrecommended for the action of the Senate. 
. The committee on private land claims No. 2; to which was 
referred the application of Thomas Sternesnorth, find that the. 
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applicant emigrated to Texas, a single man. prior to the Fst day 
of October 1837, and received a head-right for 640 aeres; that 
he married on the 18th day of March 1840. The committee 
believe there is no law authorizing an angmentation under 
this state of facts. They therefore return the same to the Senate, 
without prejudice for its action, and ask to be relieved from the 
further consideration ef the matter, 

Mr Whitaker chairman of the committee on private land 
claims No. 2, made the following reports: 

The committee on private land elatms Ne. 2, have considered 
the petition of Jas. Brent Clark, praying for a head-right claim 
to land of one league and labor of Jand; from the evidence, the 
committee have coneluded that said Clark abandoned the eonn- 
try in 1836, and become a citizen ina foreign country—thus ior- 
feiting any elaim on the late Republie of Texas. 

The committee on private land elaims No. 2, have examined 
the petition of Almanson Huston and John G. Love, assigis of 
J. L. Lambright, and find said claim has been adjudicated in 
the courts adversely to the petitioners. The committee are of 
opinion that where the courts have been open to the redress of 
grievances and parties have availed themselves of the remedies 
thus offered to establish their claim, and failed to do it, that it 
is inexpedient on the part of the Legislature to grant relief, and 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the coromittee on private 
land claims No. 1, made the following reports: 

The committee on private land claims No. 1, to whieh was 
referred the petition of Samuet MeKneely, beg leave to report 
that from the testimony safd McKueely, joined the Texien army 
as a volunteer in December 1835; that he was taken a prisoner 
in Feb’y 1836, and confined at Matamoras til] about the 9th day 
of December of the same year, when he made his escape and | 
again jeined the army in Jan’y 1837, and was honorably dis- 
charzed on the 10th of the same month. The committee are not 
satisfied that he ts entitled to a head-right, but believe him to be 
entitled to a land warrant for 1280 acres of land. They therefore 
report the accompanying bill for his relief without prejudice to 
his right for a head-right. ; 

A. bill for the relief of Samnel McKneely—read first time. 

The committee on private land elaims No. 1, have considered 
s bill for the relietof S. A. Miller, and find that said Miller is 
the legal owner of 345 acres of land patented to David Spears, 
and that said Spears is dead and has no known heirs, to join said 
Miller in applying for cancellation of said patent. The evidence 
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farther shows that all of the land included in said patent is cover- 
ed by older locations. A majority of the committe? therefore in- 
struct me to report the bill back recommending its passage. 

Qn motion of Mr Taylor of Houston, the rale reqiriuga re- 
port to lie on the table for one day, was suspended, the bill taken 
up and read. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, the bill was amended by adding, 
Sec. 4. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor the rule was further suspended ; 
bill read 3d time and passed. 

Mr ‘fruitfrom the committee on private land claims No. 2, 
te which was referred the petition of Alexander McLane, reported. 
a bill for his relief. recommending its pasage. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander McLane; read first time. 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of Wm. Charlton, 
George Morgan, and of W. D. Morgan administrator of Tho. 
mas J. Morgan; referred to the committee on private land 
claims N. 2. | 


Mr Pedigo introduced a bill to provide additional compensa- ” 


tien for clerks of the District Courts’—read first and second 
times, and referred to-the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Fjauagan introduced “a bill for the relief of Thomas J. 
Heath,” and “a bill forthe relief of Jonas Gilbert”—vread first 
and second times, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Armstrong introduced “a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Jeffrey Mumford”—read firstand second times, and referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Palmer introduced “a bill requiring the Comptroller to 
issue his warrant on the Teasurer, for certain lost certificates”— 
read first and second times, and referred to the committee on 
Public Debt. And “a bill authorizing Albert G. Hunt to con- 
struct a road and bridge across the Yeguariver, ator near 
Blake’s crossing”—vread first and second times, and referred to the 
committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, “a bill to amend the first, 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and fifteenth sections of “an 
act to incorporate Chappel- Hill College,” approved February 
Tth, 1850, was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed unanimously. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, “a bill to incorporate Mar- 
garet Houston Female College” was taken up, read and ordered, 
to be engrossed. 
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On motion of Mr White, the rule was suspended, bill read 3rd 
time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flan- 
agan, Guinn, McCulloch, Martin, “Maverick. Millican, Palmer, 
Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fan— 
nin, “Taylor of Llouston, mit, Weatherford, Whitaker and 
White—23. : 

Nays—None. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re— 
ported as correctly eugrossed,, z 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Lyceum. 

A bill requiring the return of unconditional certificates to the 
General land office. And 

A. bill for the relief of Pre—eniptors. 

A message was received from the Honse, informing the Sen— 
ate that the Honse had passed a bill supplementary to un act to: 
ehange the sixth and ninth Judicial Districts, and’to define the 
time ‘of hol ding the courts therein. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the bill was taken up and 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was pned bilt 
read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. - 

On motion of Mr Millican, a bill to change the time of hold- 
ing the eourts in the thirteenth Judicial District, together with 
the report of the committee on the Judiciary there eon, offering 
a substitute for the same, was taken up, read and substitute 
adopted—and hill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rele was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Allen, a bill to confirm the titles of certain 
pre-emption settlers within the limits of Peter’s Colony, togeth- 
er with the report of thé committee on public lands, offering an 
onl thereto, was taken up, read and amendment adop- 
te 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, offered the following amendment :— 
Strike out “ genuine” before “ clahn ” in 1st sec. and insert at 
the end of said section, “ under any genuine headright or other 
land certificate.” 

On motion of Mr Allen, the bill and amendments were re- 
ferred to aselect committee of three. g 

Messrs. Allen, Taylor of Fannin, and Pirkey, were appar: 
ed said committee. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. ne 

A bill explanatory ofthe 14th section of “ an act to provide 
for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road 
Company ”—approved Dec. 2ist 1853; read. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, offered the following amendment :— 
ne out “ 640” and insert.“ 160” wherever it occurs in the 

lil. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill and amendments were laid 
on the table by the following vote: 

Weas—Messrs. Allen, Caldwell, Flanagan, Guinn, McCul— 
lock, Maverick, Milliean, Palmer, Pirkey, Taylor of Fannin, 
Whitaker and White—12. 

Navs—Messrts. Armstrong, Burroughs, Guinn, Martin, Ped- 
igo, Potter, Laylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit und 
Weatherford—10, | 

A bill to provide for a geological examination of the State of 
‘Texas ; read third time. 

Mr Potter moved a eall of the Senate ; carried. 

On motion of Mr White, the Senate adjourned till 9 o’cloek 
to-morrow morning, by the following vote: 

Yuas— Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Grimes, Mullican, 
Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, Ta,lorof Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Tay- 
lor of Houston, Whitaker, and White—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Flanagan, Guinn, MecCulloeh, 
Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Trait, and: Weatherford—10. 


TrursDay, January 3d, 1856. 

Tbe Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—roll called—quorum present. 

‘The journal of yesterday was read and. adopted. 

Mr Weatherford presented the petition of the citizens of John- 
son county, asking fora transfer of all judicial business to 
Johnson district court; referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. i 

On motion of Mr Doane, Messrs. Hord and Taylor of Fan- 
nin, were added to the select committee to investigate land titles 
West of the Nueces. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on the public 
debt, made the following report : 

The committee ou public debt, to which was referred the me- 
morial of Memucan Hunt, for unsettled claims against the Gov- 
ernment of Texas, for services and advances in the years 1836, 
1837, and 1838, have considered the same, and in investigating 
the evidences upon which the unsettled claims are based, the 
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committee fully sensible of the liberality and public services of 
the memorialist in the achievement of Texian independence, 
have ‘been prompted by an earnest desire to grant the relief 
prayed, if not wholly antagonistic to principle, subversive of jus- 
` tice, and unauthorized by law and precedent. In the opinion of 
the committee, the memorial itself discloses facts, which under 
the application of plain and well settled rules of legal action, 
bars the desired relief. These facts are as follows : l 
ist. An act fur the relief of Gen. Memucan Hunt, approved Feb, 
10th, 1852; which provides for-the allowance to said Hunt of 
the sum of nine hundred and thirty-eight dollars, * being bal- 
ance due him for advances, &é.; provided that the said Hunt 
shall, before said money is paid, file with the ‘Treasurer of this 
State an unconditional release for all claims against the late Re- 
public of Texas, 

2d. The memorial shows that the 3d day of August, 1855, 
said Hunt did receive the sum of nine hundred and thirty eight 
dollars, at the same time filias an unconditional release in pur- 
suance of the above mentioned act. 

The memorial submits an adjudication assented to, by Gen. 
Hunt, of the identical claims which are new under considera- 
tion. It shows not only a final settlement between the State. of 
Texas and the memorialist, but also a payment by the former, 
and clear acquittal by the fatter. The only remaining question 
is, Does the memorial set forth any equitable or just reasons for 
& revision of this adjudication? In strict lezal contemplation 
it does not. Does it upon the most partial and liberal con- 
structiou—the facts considered? In support of the claims now 
preferred, Gen. Hunt presents the report of H. P. Bee, chair- 
man of the select committee, to which his unsettled claims were 
referred during the Fourth Legislature of the State of Texas, 
which report shows a balance of $97;108 35, in Gen. Hunt's 
favor. The same Legislature passed the above recited “ Act for 

the relief of Gen. Memucan, Hunt.” An examination of its 
journals, shows that the claims now before the committee, were 
then fully and carefully investigated. 

Mr Wren, chairman of the committee on claims and ac- 
counts, on the 5th day of December, A. D. 1851, (see House 

` Journal of Fourth Legislature, page 262) reported upon these 
claims, facts and figures, showing a balance due Gen, Hunt, ot 
$938 17. Upon a re-commitment to the select committee, of 
which Mr. Bee was chairman, he reported on the 18th Dec. fol- 
lowing, a balance due Gen. Hunt of $27,108 35. The House 
laid the latter report upon the table, and adopted. the former. 
Thus after a careful investigation of all the facts by twe com- 
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. Inittees, the Legislature of 1851 determined by solemn enact- 
ment the balance due Gen, Hunt, and provided for the payment 
of the same. The act in question evidently intended, and 
clearly provided fora final settlement. Itis not only conclu- 
give, but contemplates applications for relief in the future, and 
expressly provides against such applications on the part of Gen. 
Hunt; thereby showing that all claims and matters of account 
for advances made and services rendered by Gen. Hunt, were 
then preferred, considered, and settled. The memorial does not 
allege, nor is there any evidence of Iraud, error or mistake, in 
thissettlement. Inthe absence, therefore, of any equitable and 
just reasons for itg revision, the committee have instructed me tu 
report the memorial back to the Senate, and to recommend its re- 
jection—all of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public 
debt, to which was referred A bill requiring the Comptroller to 
issue his warrant on the Treasurer for certain lost certificates, 
reported a substitute, therefor, and recommended its adoption 
and passage. 

Mr ‘Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred 
A biil for the relief of Joseph D. Lilley, assignee of Jonathan 
Bird; reported the same back with the following amendments, 
and recommended the adoption of the amendments, aud the 
passage of the bill. Amend the first section by adding, “ pro- 
vided, that the said Tilley shall first file with the Comptroller a 
bond with security, that the original bond shall not become a 
charge against the State. 

Mr White, from the committee on private land claims, to 
which was referred the petition of James Cummings, reported a 
bill for his relef, and recommended its passage, which was read 
first time. 

Mr White, from the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of J. L. Nicholson, reported a bill for his relief 
which was read first time. 

Mr White, from the same committee, to which was referred, 
the vetition of Ines Rena, reported A bill for the relief of Ines 
Rena; read first time. 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on education, to which 
was referred A bill creating a fund for the erection and support 
ofa University, and a substitute for the same, reported a substi- 
tute for them, and recommended its adoption and pessage. 

Mr Trait, from the committee on private land claims, to which 
"was referred the petition of Bailey Lout, reported a bill for his 
relief, and recommended its passage, which was read first time., 

Mr Lott, from the committee on State affairs made the follow- 
ing report; | 
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The ‘committee on State affairs, to which was referred a bil 
for the relief of D. P. Fowler, have had the same-under consid- 
eration. Your committee are ‘Satisfied that his claim is an equ it- 
‘able one, and presents itself with great force to the minds of your 
committee, and were it not for the precedent that might be estab- 
lished by the passage of such a law they would not hesitate in 
recommending it to the favorable consideration of the Senate, 
bnt believing ‘otherwise, they instruct me to return the bill to the 
Senate, and ask to be discharged therefrom. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of ‘the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported the fol lowing bills correctly engrossed — viz: : 

A bill to amend the Ist, 40th, 11th, i2th, 13th, aud 15th sec-- 
tions of an act to incorporate C Cha pell Hill College—approved 
Tth February. 1850. A bHito define the thirteenth jndicial dis— 
trict, and to define the times of holding the district courts there- 
in. A bill for the relief of S. A. Miller, assignee of David 
Spears, and a bill to incor porate Margaret Houston Female Cok 
Tere. 

“Mr Taylor of Houston introduced a bill requiring the county 
courts to furnish the sherills and district surveyors with offices ; 
read first and second tintes, and referred to committee on the 
Tediciary. 

Mr Caldwell presented the petition of George W. Davis; re- 
ferred to committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the select committe; to which was re- 
ferred a bi yi to-:confirm the titles of certam pre emption settlers 
within the limits of Peters’ colony ; reported a substitute there- 
for, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule requiring reports to lie on 
thetab:e one day, was suspended, and the report and bill were 
Haken up, and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Flanagan, the bill was amended by insert- 
ing the word “ genuine,” before the werd “ claim,” wherever it 

-oceurs, 

Mr Guinn offered the following amendments: Strike out the 
wW or ds “ the oldest claims shall have the preierence,” and insert 
“shall be determined according to Jaw;” rejected. 

Mre Taylor of Fannin, moved to reconsider the vote, adopting 
Mr Flanagan’s amendment; > lost. 

Mr McCulloch offered the following amendinent: “ Pro- 
vided further, that this act shall not confirm any pre-emption 
‘claim when it conflicts with any older location ur survey previ- 
uusly made.” 

re motion of Mr Palmer, the amendment was taid on the 
table. 
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Mr McCulloch offered the following amendment: “ And that 
‘all the vacant and unappropriated lands in Peters’, and Mercer's 
colony, be subject to settlement-and location, as all other lands 
of the States ” rejected - i 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Allen moved that tha rule be further suspended, that the 
‘bill might be read third time ; lost.. 

Mr Grimes introduced a joint resolation proposing an amend- 
meni to the cons'ittion; read first aad second times, and re— 
ferred to committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the committee on private 
land claims, to which was referred the memorial ot FE. De La 
Garza, reported a bill Yor the relief of Fraylan De La Garza ; 
read first-time. - 

Mr Taylor, from the same committee, to which was referred 
‘the petition of Caroline E. Burke, administratrix, &c. ; reported 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin Burke; read first 
time. f 

Mr Taylor, frorn the same committee, to which was referred 
the petition of James P. Nash, reported a bill for his relief, and 
recommended its passage; read first time, 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of Barney Low; rẹ- 
ferred to commnittee on private lend claims, No. 2. | 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill for the rellefof Joab B. Har- 
Tell; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed... 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was farther suspended, 
bill read third time, and passed. - 7 

Mr Pirkey introduced a bill to incorporate town of Boston, in 
the county of Bowie; read first and second times, and referred 
‘to committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Armstrong introddced:a bill supplementary to an act to 
create the county ‘courts, passed March 16th, 1848; read first 
and second times, and referred to committee on the Jndiciary. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Alfred Benton, deceased, was taken up, read, and ordered to 
be engrossed, _ l ; 

On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill to change the name of Julius 
Valentine Cook, of Fayette conuty, to that of Richard Valentine 
Cook, originating in the House; also, that the House had 
passed a bill originating in the Senate, ‘for the relief of John. N. 


Taylor. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to provide for a geological examination of the State of 
Texas; read third time, and passed by the following vote ; 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, 
Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, and Whitaker—16. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Millican, Russell, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Honston, Truit, Weatherford, 
White, and Wren. 

On motion of Mr White, the resolution relative to adjaurn— 
ment was taken up. . 

On motion of Mr White, the resolution was amended by 
striking out “second Monday in July,” and inserting “ first 
Monday in July.” 

Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following as a substitute for 
the resolution. . 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House concurring) That the two 
Houses of the present Legisleture will adjourn sine die on the 
second Monday in February, 1856. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, laid on the table by the follow- 
ing vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald- 
well, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Lott, MeCulloch. McDade 
Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, 'Fay- 
lor of Fannin, Truit, Whitaker, and White—21{, 

Nays—Messrs Pedigo, Russell, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Houston, Weatherford, and Wren—6, 

Mr Taylor of Fannin moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble; lost by the following vote ; 

Yxeas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Grimes, McDade, Maverick, | 
Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, ‘Taylor ot Cass, | 
Taylor of Fannin—12. | 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Guinn, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Millican, Russell, Taylor of | 
Houston, Truit, Weatherford,Whitaker, White, and Wren— | 
l6. 
Mr Taylor of Fannin, moved to amend by striking out | 
“ June,” and inserting “ September,” 2 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, laid on the table. : 

Mr Potter moved to amend by striking out “ fonrth of Febru | 
ary,” and inserting “20th of January.” | 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, laid on the table. __ 

On motion of Mr Potter, a eall of the Senate was ordered. 

Mr Millican moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning, at 9 
o'clock; lost. | 
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Qn motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the call was suspended. 
The resolution was then adopted by the following vote: 
Yuas—Messrs, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Flanagan, Guinn, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Millican, 
Pirkey, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker, and White—16. 
Nays—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Grimes, McDade, Maverick, 


, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Superviele, Tay- 


lor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Weatherford, and Wren—15. 

Mr McCulloch moved to reconsider the vote first taken. 

Mr Potter moved to lay the motion on the table; lost by the 
following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs Allen, Bryan Flanagan, Grimes, Hord, Mce- 
Dade, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, 
Superviele, Taylor of Fannin, and Weatherford—15. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Guinn, Lott, McCulloch, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker, White, and Wren- 
16, 

On motion of Mr Palmer a call ef the Senate was ordered— 
absent Mr Hill. - . 

A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to an act to pro- 
vide for the payment of such creditors of the late Republic of 
Texas, as are comprehended in the act of Congress. of Sept. 9th, 
1850, which was passed at the second Session of the thirty-third 
Congress of the United States, and approved Feb. 28th, 1855, 
together with the substitute offered by Mr Scett, was read. 

Mr Potter asked that the substitute be declared ent of order, 
as being a proposition foreign to the subject matter of the bill, 
and not allowable as a substitute. 

The President sustained the point of order, 

. Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following amendment; “ Pro- 
vided, that the difference between the scaled rate of the indebt— 
edness of thé late Republic of Texas, and the pro rata proposed 
by this act, shall be paid to the State of Texas, and by her paid 
to the original holders of the liabilities of the late Republic of 
Texas, regardless of the present holders. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin moved to lay the amendment on the 
table; lost by the following vote; 

Yreas—Messrs Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Hord, Lott, 
McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, 
Superviele, Taylor of Fannin, and Whitaker—15. 

Nayvs—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Grimes, 
McDade, Martin, Milli¢an, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Houston, ‘Truit, Weatherford, White, and Wren—16. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 20 
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Femway, Jan. 4ru, 1856, 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorun 
present—the journal of aaa was read and adopted. 

Mr McDade presented the petition of W C Dunlap, referred 
to the committee on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr White presented the petition of Wm P Miller, referred 
to the committee on claims and accounts. 
~ Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills reported 
the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: | 

A bill for the relief of Joab Harrell, Sheriff of Williamson 
County. 

A bill to confirm the title of certain pre-emption settler 
within the limits of Peters’ Colony, and a bill for the reliefo 
the heirs of Alfred Benton, deceased. 
= Mr White, from the committee on the Judiciary to whic 
was referred a bill to prevent fraud at elections, reported thy 
a majority of the committee directed him to report the sam 
back and recommend its passage. 

Mr Potter submitted the following minority report: 

The Judiciary committee have considered “a bill to prevej 
frauds at elections,” and a minority of the committee are ¢ 
opinion that the bill is clearly unconstitutional. It providg 
that the name of every elector shall be registered in the offiq 
of the Clerk of the County Court of the county in which h 
resides, and requires the county Clerk to furnish the Judges 
elections in-each precinct in his county with the names of th 
registered voters residing in the particular precinct; and u 
person can vote for any officer at any other place than in th 
precinct in which he resides, and not even there unless his nang 
appear on the list furnished by the county clerk; now the Co 
stitution of the State, Art. 3, Sec. 1, after defining who shall} 
deemed qualified electors, provides—“and should such qua 
fied elector happen to be in any other county situated in th 
District in which he resides at the time of an election he shal 
be permitthd to vote for any district officer, provided that th 

ualified electors shall be permitted to vote any where in th 
State for State officers.” The same section also provides, thi 
t every free male person, who shall have attained the age í 
twenty-one years, and who shall be a citizen of the Unite 
States, a citixen of the State of Texas, and who shall have 1 
sided in this State one year next preceeding arelection, and ti 
last six months within the District, County, city or town | 
which he offers to vote, shall be deemed a qualified elector.” 

After eiting these provisions we think argument unnecessary J 


— 
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prove thatthe bill is unconstitutional. But aside from this, 
we believe that the present laws, when properly administered 
farnish ample means for the protection of this sacred right of 
freemen. The act of March 16th, 1848, Hart. Dig., Art. 912, 
provides, “ That when any person offering to vote shall be ob- 
fected to, the managers shall examine him upon oath, touching 
rhe points objected; and if he fail to establish his qualifi cation 
‘their satisfaction, his vote shall be rejected ; and if any pers n 
bball vote for any officer or officers more than oncein the same 
Hay, or give an illegal vote, he shall be liable to an indictment, 
and upon conviction before any competent authority, shall 
brfeit and pay for every such offence not less than fifty nor 
more than five hundred dollars.” We believe then that the 
provisions of the bill are unconstitutional, inconvenient, wholly 
þnnecessary and anti-democratic. ‘They therefore recommend 
ie rejection of the bill. = M. M. POTTER, 


R. H. GUINN, 


| S. ll. PIRKEY. 
| Mr McCulloch introduced a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 


furnbow ; read first and second time and referred to the commit 
keon private land claims no. 1. | 

t Mr Pirkey introduced’ a bill to legalize the official acts ot 
john H. Smither as Clerk of the District Court of Bowie Coun- 
iy; read first and second times and referred to the committee 
in the judiciary. 7 

| Mr Guinn offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Sen: 
te, to note the absentees, when calling the roll of Senators. 

f On motion of Mr Bryan, Mr Allen was added to the commit: 
pe on Education. 

i Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, t 

[hich was referred the petition of the citizens, of Jolnsoi 

punty, asking for a transfer of certain causes from the Distric. 

pourts* of Hill and Ellis Counties to the Distriet Court 

f Johnson County, reported the same back and recom 

hended that it be laid on the table. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the same committee, to which wa: 

erred æ bill to provide additional compensation for Clerks of 
istricts Courts, reported a substitute therefor and recommended 
s adoption and passage. 

i Mr Potter, chairman of the same committee, to which, was 
erred a bill supplementary to an act, to create County Courts, 
ised March 16, 18{8-—a bill, authorizing and requiring the 
bunty Courts to furnish offices for the Sheriffs and District 
pt veyors of their respective counties—and & bill te incorporat¢ 


— 


° 


ee 


292 


the town of Boston in the county of Bowie, reported the sa 
back and recommended their passage. ~ 

Mr Fruit from the committee on private land claims to whi 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Samuel Penrod, y 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel Penrod, det 
—read first time. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on Pull 
Debt, made the following report: 

The committee on public debt to which was referred { 
petition of Jeremiah Strode, have considered the same, a 
find that the petitioner alledges thatin the year 1888 he sold| 
the army of Texas, sundry articles of merchandise, for whi 
he received in payment the Treasury notes of the Republic 
he also alleges that in the year. 1839, he furnished the troops| 
Texas with sugar and coffee, for which he forwarded hisy 
ecunt to the Comptroller, who allowed and paid one half ofi 
The petitioner says that the Treasury notes received by hi 
were only worth one to six, he now prays the deficit be ma 
up to him by special act. The petitioner does not show at wi 
rate he sold the articles, and in the absence of this showing t 
committee are forced tothe conclusion that the price char 
for these articles was in accordance with the depreciated c 
rency at the time, as such was the case in most if not all su 
transaction during that period. Entertaining this view off 
subject, the committee have instructed me to report it inex] 
dient to grant the prayer of the petittoner—all of which is sy 
mitted. | 

A message was received from the House informing the i 
ate, that the House had passed the following bills originat 
in the House, viz: © : | 

A bill to incorporate the town of Linden, in Cass County] 

A bill for the relief of the heirs at law ot William R. Ku 
deceased. | 

A bill for the relief of James W. Taylor. >. 4 

A bill authorizing the Assessor and Collector of Tarn 
County, to collect the taxes now assessed in the former Territo 
ot Tarrant County, (now Parker County) and pay ever 
same to the County Treasurer of said Parker County. 

A bill for the relief of George W. Shelton. 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land | 
fice to perform certain duties therein named. . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees-and vendees 
Wm F Allison, deceased. | 

A bill authorizing Archibald F. Leonard to erect a Mill 
and construct a dam across the west fork of the Trinity Ri 
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A Bill to provide for the erection and furnishing of a Fire 
roof Building, to be used as a General Land Office of the 
ate of Perae. 


Also, informing the Senate of the passage by the House of 


| 


e following bills ori ginating in the Senate. 

A bill to re-organize the 8th Judicial District, and define the 
me of holding the District Courts therein, with amendments. 
A bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Telegraph 
mpany. 

A bill to authorize the Clerk of the District Court of Wash- 
ston County to transcribe certain records therein mentioned. 
iA bill to authorize agents or attorneys at-law, to make aft- 
ivit in certain. cases. 

‘A bill for the relief of Harrison County. 

iA bill granting the consent of the State of Texas to the 
hited States’ Government, to construct break waters, jettys, 
ms and other improvements on the Coast of Texas. 

Also, that the House had concurred in the amendments of 
le Senate to a bill making appropriations for the per diem 
yand mileage of the ene ot the Sixth Legislature, and 
le per diem pay of the officers of the same. 


ORDERS OF THS DAY. 

Mr White made a point of order as to whether the adjourn- 
nt on last evening suspended the call of the Senate on the 
a relative to adjournment. 
The President decided that the adjournment did not suspend 
le call. 
àir Taylor of Cass, appealed from the decision of the Presi- 
mt, Which was sustained by the Senate. 
The question was thon taken upon the reconsideration of the 
ie, Which adopted the resolution on yesterday, and was lost. 
A bill giving the assent of the State of ‘Texas to an act to 
vide for the payment of such er editors, ef the late Republic 
Texas, as are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sept. 

1, 1850, which was passed at the 2d sesssion of the t thirty— 
id Congress of the United States, and approved February 
à 1855, was taken up. 
The question being on the adoption of the amendment offer- 
fon yesterday by Mr Taylor of Cass. 
1On motion of Mr Potter, a call of the Senate was ordered. 
| Absent— Messrs. Hill, Hord, Palmer, Taylor of Fannin and 
ren. 
On motion of Mr White, the Senate adjourned until 8 


; lock, P. M. 
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3 O’Crock, P. M. - 

Senate met—rol] ealled—qnoram present. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment offer. 
ed by Mr ‘Taylor, to a bill giving the assent of the State of 
Texas to provide for the payment of such.creditors of the late 

tepublic of Texas, as are comprehended in the set of Congress 
uf September 9th, 1850, €c., ke. 

On motion of Mr ‘Taylor of Cass, a eall of the Senate was 
ordered. : 

Absent-—Messrs. Doane, Hill, Palmer, and Potter. 

Mr Burroughs moved a suspension of the cal]—lest. 

Oa motion of Mr Wren, the Senate adiourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. ; bees 
SATURDAY, JANUARY, 5th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the chaplain—-roll called—quoum 
present. l 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

-Mr Bryan presented the petition of Thomas G. Masterson, of 
Eli Dial, of Powhatan Archer, and of W. C. C. Lynch, admin 
jstrator of Margaret Culbertson ; referred to the committee ot 

private land claims No. 2. 
Mr Superviele presented the petition of Francisco Beniguo 
Chavis; referred to the eommittee on private land claims No. |. 

Mr Tavlor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public 
debt, made the following report: E 

The committee on public debt, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of Leslie Combs, have given due consideration thereto 
and find that the petition sets fourth, that one Col. James Love, 
of Texas was petitiover’s agent in Texas, and that he without 
authority cf the petitioner disposed of certain Stock certificates 
of public debt of the late Repnblic of Texas, belong to petitioner 
and that the said Love had no right to transfer the same, and that 
he the petitioner has up to this time failed to obtain the same, al- 
though he has used due diligence ; he now prays the Legislature 
to authorize the issuance of duplicates of the aforesaid certifi- 
cates. From a view of all the facts in the case, 1 am instructed 
by the committee to report for the consideration of the Senale 
the accompanying bill. 

A bill authorizing the issuing of duplicates of certain Stock 
certificates therein described ; read first time. . 

Mr Superviele from the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: g 

'Fhe committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
petition of Juan and Juan Manuel Soto praying for relief, havi 
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had the same under consideration, and find from Satisfactory: 
evidence that the petitioners were the legitimate children anu. 
heirs at law of Vicinto Soto and Maria Casilda Guerra, his wife ; 
that Juan Sote, one of the petitioners was born in the year 1831, 
and the other Juan Manuel in the year 1832; that Vicinto 
Soto and his wite were citizens of Texas, and did not leave the 
country to avoid a participation in the struggle for Independence, 
but remained in San Antonio until their deaths, leaving behind 
them the two petitioners in infancy, and orphans; that the said 
Vicinto Soto being a citizen and the head of a family, was enti- 
tled in virtue of the laws then in vigor to a league and labor of 
land; that neither he nor the petitioners did ever receive any 
head-right certificate as it results of the adjoining certificates 
delivered! by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
That your petitioners have always resided in Texas and are 
citizens of this State; that having remained orphans, they are 
clearly entitled to all the rights of which their parents were 
possessed at the time of their death; under the 10th section of 
the general provisions of the constitution of the Republic of Tex- 
as; that being minors when the Board of Land Commissioners 
was closed, they were by reason of theit minority unable to 
issert their rights, at the proper time and before the proper 
wthority ; that under these circumstances they cannot go else- 
where for relief but before the Legislature. From these consid- 
erations your committee have instructed me to report the accom- 
panying bill and recommend its pdssage. 

_ A bill for the relief of the heirs of Vicinto Soto—read first 
time. 

Mr Pirkey from the committee on publie lands, made the 
following report: 

The committee on ptiblic lands, to which was referred the 
memorial of Isaac Lee and others, have hdd the same under 
consideration, and find from the testimony that Allen Hines 
under whom memorialists claim, was a citizen of T'exas, and 
the head of a family on the 2d day of March 1835, and that he 
continued to reside in the Republic of Texas until, 1840; that 
he received a title for one league of land from ttie Commission- 
er George W, Smythe on the 28th day of Noveniler 1835. 
Believing that he was entitled to the land so granted, we report 
the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Allen. Hines—read first time. 

Mr Pirkey from the same committee, made the following 
report: 

The committee on publie lands, to which was referred the 
application of Isaac Lee, have considered the samé, and from 
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the testimony they conclude that Milly was a resident eitizen of 
‘Texas on the 2d day of March 1836, and for some years previ- 
ous, and that at the date above mentioned she was the head of 
a family. Further that she did not leave the country during 
the carnpaign of the Spring of 1836, to avoid a participation in 
the struggle. Whether she participated i in the struggle or ren- 
dered aid and comfort to the enemy, your committee are not 
adviscd. Further that she recetved from George W. Smythe, as 
Commissioner, a title for one league of land on the 20th day of 
November A. D. 1835. ‘The land office being ther closed and 
consequently her title Void, she seems entitled to relief. They 
therefere report the accommpanying bill and recommend its 
passage.. 

A bilt for the relief of Milly Berrey. 
wMr Hord chairman of the committee on State affairs, to which 
has referred the petition of John J McClosky, reported a bill for ` 
his relief recomending its passage. 

A bill for the relief of John 5. McClosky—vead first time. 

Mr Hord chairman of the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred a bill to incorporate Jno. M. Gibson Lodge No.: 18 of 
the I. O. of O. F.; reported the same back, recommending 
its passage. 

Mr Hord chairman of the same committee, to wihch was re— 
ferred a bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19 of the I. O. 
of QO. F., reported the same back with an amendment, recom- 
mending i its adoptron and the passage of the bill. 

Amendment. In Sec. Ist, after the word “bequest ?” insert 
the words “not to exceed the value of $30,000 00.” 

Mr McCulloch, from the committee on counties and county 
boundaries, to which was referred a bill to create the county of 
ef Cibolo, ‘reported a substitute therefor, recommending its 
adeption and the passage of the bill. 

Mr Whitaker chairman of the committee on private land 
claims No. 2; to which was referred a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Wm. Caltrin, reported a substitute therefor, recommend- 
ing its adoption and passage, 

‘Mr Whitaker chairman of the same committee, made the 
following reports: 

The committee on private fand claims No. 2, have considered 
the memorial of H. Bremmett, asking an augmentation of two- 
thirds of a league and labor of land. The committee are sat- 
isfied that the memorialist was a citizen. at the date of the 
declaration of independence, and performed duty as a soldier + 
but that his marriage occurred at too late a date to entitle 


him to any augmentation under the law af the 14th of De 
cember 1837, 
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The committee on private land claims No. 2, have consider- 
ed the petition of Geo. Pierman.and that of Elisha B. Thomas 
and Elisha Thomas, and the accompanying bills, recommending 
their passage. 

A bill for the relief of George Pierman, and a bill for the re— 
lief of Elisha B. Thomas and Elisha Thomas; each read first 
time. 

Mr Hord chairman of the committee on State affairs, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate Ida Lodge No. 14 of 
the I. O. O. F., reported the same back recommending its 
passage, : | > 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting the 
following communication. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Aystin, Jantary 3d, 1856. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and. 

House of Representatives. 

I transmit herewith the muster-rolls of three small companies 
of meunted volunteers; one commanded by Wm. Tom, which 
was in service on the frontier from the 18th of October to the 
16th of November 1855, another commanded by W. S. Tobin, 
which served on the frontier from the 12th. of October to the 
15th of November 1855; the other commanded by Licut Eng- 
lish whose precise term of service is not known to me. 

These companies were voluntarially engaged and supported 
by the citizens of the frontier, for their defence during the past 
fall, while they were suffering from the constant attacks ot hos- 
tile Indians, there being no mounted troops of the United States 
fear enough to give them any protection. 

Small parties of the last named company had several encoun— 
ters with and killed many of the Lipan Indians, and all of the 
companies were in active service at a time when the frontier 
settlements were nearly brdken up by the incursions of the 
Indians, and contributed greatly to restore peace and confidence 
© these settlements. 

I think it is but an act of Justice that they should receive frem 
the State, reasonable compensation for their service and expen— 
ses, and therefore submit the matter to your consideration with 
the hope that you will make suitable provisions for their 
pay ment, 

The circumstances under which these companies were organ— 
ized and the service they rendered are well known to Messrs. 
Maverick and McCulloch ef the Senate, and the Bexar delegation 
in the House of Representatives, to whom reference is made for 
information on these points. | E. M. PEASE, 
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On motion of Mr McCulloch the communication and a¢cort= 
panying documents, were referred to the committee on Indian 
allairs, : 

Mr Allen chairman of the committee on Enrolled bills, made 
the following report. 

T'he joint committee on Enrolled bills, have examined the 
following bills, viz: a bill entitled an act the to authorize agents 
and attorneys at law to wake affidavits in certain cases. A bill 
entitled an act to authorize the clerk of the District court of 
Washington county to transcribe certain records therein named. - 
A bill entitled an act granting the consent of Texas to the United 
States to construct break-waters, jettys, dams and other improve- 
ments on the coast of Texas. And a bill entitled an act for the 
relief of Harrison county; and find the same correctly enrolled, 
properly signed and this day presented to the Governor. 

Mr Flanagan chairman of thé committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate the Indianola and Victoria Rail 
Road company, have had the same under consideration, and a 
majority of the committee ‘have instructed me to recommend it 
to the favorable consideration of the Senate; and recommed its 
passage, strictly complying with and coming under the general 
law touching the building of Rail Roads for the State of Texas, 
and uot to conflict with any other charter. 

Mr Flanagan from the same committee, to which was referred 
a bill to incorporate the Indianola Wharf company, reported the 
same back to the Senate and recomended its passage. 

Mr Allen chairman of the committee on Enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled bills have examined the follow— 
ing bills viz: a bill to authorize the county court of Dallas 
county to levy an additio.al tax for the purpose of building a 
Court House. A bill for the relief of John N. Taylor. A bill 
to authorize the name of Martha R. Eppinger to be changed to 
Martha R. Bonner, and 

A bill to validate an election to be held in the 14th Represen- 
tative District composed of the counties of Cass and Titus, and 
find the same correctly enrolled, properly signed and this day 
presented to the Governor. 

On motion of Mr White, the petition of Agnes B. Clark was 
eo up and re-referred to the committee on private land claims 

o0. 2. ea 

On motion of Mr Potter, the report of the committee on claims 
and accounts on the memorial of William Oldham, recommend- 
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ing that it be referred to the committee on the publie debt, wag 
taken up and adopted. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the report of the committee on 
private land claims on a bill for the relief of Simon Cockrell, 
John Neill and Creed Taylor, and on the petition of C. R. 
Perry, recommending that they be referred to the committee on 
Public lands, was taken up and adopted. . 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to amend an act to provide for 
the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail Road; read 
first and 2d times and referred to the committee on Public lands. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to an act to 
provide for the payment of such creditors of the late Republic 
of Texas as are comprehended in the act of Congress of Septem- 
ber 9th 1850, which was passed at the 2d session of the 33d 
Congess of the United States, and approved Feb’y 8th 1855; 
taken up. l 
_ The qnestion being on the adoption of the amendment offered 

by Mr Taylor of Cass. , 

A call of the Senate was ordered, and the sergeant at arms 
dispatched after absent Senators. The Senate being tull, the 
amendment was rejected by the following vote: i 

Yeas.—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, 
McDade, Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russel, Taylor of Cass, 
"Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, and Wren,—14. 

Nays —Messrs: Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, 
IL, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter; 
Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker, and 
White.—15. 

Mr Potter moved the previous question, lost by the following 
vole: 

= ¥xas.—Messrs. Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Hord, 
Lott, McCulloch, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Tay- 
lor of Fannin, Whitaker, and White.—14. 

Nays.—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Guinn, 
Hill, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pedigo, Pirkey, 
Russel, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, 
and Wren,—18. 

Mr Grimes offered the following amendment to come in at 
the end of 2d Sec. 

«Provided this abandonment shall not apply to claims of in~ 
dividuals for losses of property by the enemy.” 


Mr Potter moved to lay, the amendment on the table—lost by 
the following vote: , 
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Yuas.—Messrs. Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, 
Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Tay- 
lor of Fannin, Whitaker, and White,—14. 

Nays.—Messts. Armstrong, Burroughs, Doane, Guinn, 
Hord, Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russel, Taylor of Cass, Taylor 
of Houston, Weatherford, and Wren aid, 

There being a tie, the President voted in the nezative. The 
amendment was then adopted by the following vote: l 
= Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Doane, 

Grimes, Hord, McDade, Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russel, Tay- 
lor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Troit, Weatherford, and Wren, 
—1 6. 

Navys'—Messrs, Bryan, Cal dwell, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, 
Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Pal mer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarbor— 
ough, Superviele, ‘Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker, and White,—16. 

There being a tie, the President voted in the affirmitive. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, 
Hill, Hord, Lott, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarbor- 
ough, Superviele, Taylor of Faunin, Whitaker, and White,—17. 

Nays.—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, 
McDade, Martin, Millican, Pirkey Russel, Taylor of Cass, 
Taylor of Honston, Trait, Weatherford, and Wren, —14 ` 

Mr McCulloch ‘asked to be excused ‘from vouing, having 
agreed to pair off with Mr Scott. 

Mr Martin introduced a bill creating and incorporating the 
Texas Pacific Rail Road company —read first and 2d times and 

referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

_ On motion of Mr Palmer the Senate adjourned till Monday 
morning 10 o'clock. 


Mownpay, January 7th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant, to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll ca lled— quorum 
present. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported as cor rrectly engrossed, 

A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to an act to pro- 
vide for the payment of such creditors of the late Republic of 
Texas as are comprehended in the act of Congress of -Septem- 
ber 9th, 1850, which passed at the second session of the 83rd 
Congress of the United States, and approved, Feb. 8th, 1855. 
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Mr Weatherford presented the memorial of Juel Henry. Dial, 
in behalf of Elizabeth Ceockett; referred to the committee on 
public lands. 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of the citizens of Lock- 
hart, Caldwell county, and its vicinity, asking the passage of a 
law prohibiting the sale of liquors in said town and vicinity; 
referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr Grimes presented the petition of Robt. McIntyre, adminis- 
trator of William McIntyre, dec’d; referred tu the committee 
on private land claims no. 2. 

Mr Potter presented the petition of Ann C. Harrison of Gal- 
veston ; referred to the committee on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr Hill presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Fayette 
county ; referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, presented the petition of John. W. Town- 
ssnd ; referred to the committee on State affairs. 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of Chesley Stringfellow, of 
Joseph Hughes and of the heirs of Josiah H. Bell; referred to 
the committee on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred Joint Resolution, proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution, reported a substitute therefor and recom- 
mended its adoption and passage. 

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the committee on Internal Im. 
provenents, to which was referred a bill to define the reserve in 
the 14th seetion of an act to provide tor the construction of the 
Mississippi aud Pacific Rail road, reported the same back and 
recommended its reference to the committee on public lands. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford the rule was suspended, report 
taken up and adopted, 

Mr Armstrong offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be requested 
to report to the Senate the necessity of a bill providing for the 
relief of all those who furnished provisions to the soldiers of the 
country and those who served the country against the enemy 
without compensation being made forall those who were woun- 
ded by the enemy, and for the widows and orphans of all those 
who were killed by the enemy; referred to the committee on In- 
dian affairs. | 

Mr Millican introduced a bill to incorporate the town of 
Wheeleck, situated in the county ef Robertson; read first and 
acond time and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr McDade introduced a bill for the relief of Jackson Bell ; 
read first and second times and referred to the committee on 
public lands. 
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Mr Doane introduced a bill to enable the frontier citizens of 
the State to procure efficient fire-arms for their protection ; read 
first and second times and referred to the committee on State 
affairs. 

Mr White introduced a bill to validate certain acts of the As- 
sessors and Collectors of taxes, appointed under an ‘ act to pro- 
vide for the assessment and collection of taxes,” approved May 
13, 1846; read first and second times and referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr White introduced a bill supplemental to the first section 
of an act of limitations; read first and second times and referred 
toa select committee consisting of Messrs. Taylor of Cass, W hite 
and Potter. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, introduced a Joint resolution instruet- 
ing our Senators and requesting our Representatives in the 

Joneress of the United States, to use their exertions to procure 
he passage of an act favoring the construction of, and the loca- 
tion of the great Pacific Rail road along that route, known as 
the Southern route, through ‘Texas; read first time. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, moved to suspend the rule; lost. 

The bill was read second time and referred to the committee 
on Internal Improvements. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. . 

A bill prohibiting the commissioners of the General Land 
Office issuing patents to the Texian emigration and land com- 
nany, for lands lying in Peter’s Colony. - 

Mr Armstrong withdrew the substitute offered for the bill. ` 


On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until. 
3 o'clock, P. M. 


3 O’Creck, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill prohibiting the commissioners of the general land office 
issuing Patents to the Texian emigration and land company for 
jands lying in Peter’s Colony, being under consideration when 
the Senate adjourned, was again taken up. 

Mr White offered the following amendment: 

“« Provided, That the contractors shall have the right to sue 
arid maintain an action against the State of Texas, to recover 
any rights which they may be entitled to by virtue of their con- 
tract, or by the act of 1852, and a judgment in their favor shall 
have the force and effect of a judgment agaiust an individual.” 

On motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning, 


i 
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Tuxspay, January 8th, 1856. 

‘The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to” 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called--quorum 
present, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr McCulloch, from the committee on Indian Affairs, mad: 
the following report: 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to which was referred the 
message of the Governor, transmitting the muster rolls of the 
temporary volunteer companies of Wiliam Tom, Jr, Levi 
English and W. G. Tobin, to the two Houses of the Legisla— 
ture, and recommending the payment of the said companies 
for the services rendered by them, have considered the same, 
and from the evidence, agree fully with his Excellency, the 
Governor, that the services rendered by t..ese companies was 
efficient and beneticial to that portion of our Western frontier 
which was suffering extreemly at that time, from the constant 
forays of bands of hostile Indians, whose visits to our settle- 
meuts were marked by the most savage acts of murder and 
pillage. ! 

We know that the pay allowed, under the, laws and regula- 
tions of the United States, cannet compensate these citizen 
soldiers for the sacrifices which they were compelled to make, 
by leaving their homes and business avocatious, (as many of 
them are recognized from the roli, as respectable farmers, mer- 
chants, physicians, lawyers and mechanics,) cr the amounts 
expended in filting themselves out for a campaign, the proba- 
ble length of which must have been unknown to them; nor do 
the committee pretend to think of making them such an offer, 
as a compensation for the same, but knowing that patriotism and 
an ardent desire te defend the country against the common ene- 
my, and to revenge the blood of their friends and countrymen 
‘alone induced-them to enter the service. The offer is made as 
a testimony of the only legal compliment which we can pay 
them for this evidence of devotion to their country, and keep 
within the pale of the laws regulating the pay for such services. 

The rolls of these companies show a full organization of the 
officers, but as the number of men composing them, will not 
justify the pay mentin accordance with their rolls, it is consider- 
ed proper to reduce the organiz-tion of the company of Capt. 
Levi English to the pay of one first and one second Lientenant, 
third Sergeant, three Corporals, and forty-two Privates. That 
of Capt. W.S. Tobin to one second Lieutenant, two Sargeants, 
two Corporals, and twenty-one Privates. od 

The muster rolls also show that the companies of Captaing 
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Tom and Tobin were in actual service a month, or within one 

or two days of that time, and as we do not propose to pay them 

anything for traveling from their homes to the place of rendez- 

vous or from that of discharge, home; we think they should be 
aid for one month’s service. 

The roll of Capt. English’s company shows a munch larger 
organization, but as it was composed of citizens of the settle- 
ment in the immediate vicinity in which it ranged, and the 
most of the scouting done, was near their own homes, enabling 
them to spend much of their time at home; we are led to re- 
gard them in the light of minute men, and conclude that the 
actual service rendered did not in most instances, exceed one 
month, consequently have only provided pay for that length of 
time. 

In this we are aware that injustice may be done some 
members of the company who served longer than that time, 
while more than justice may be done to others who served a less 
period ; butas we have no statistical information to govern us 
we feel compelled to adopt this course under the circumstances, 
and reoprt the accompanying bill for the payment of these com- 
panies for their services, forage and subsistence, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

“A bill for the payment of volunteers”—read first time. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: 

The committee on Public Lands, have considered the petition 
of Elizabeth Reed in behalf of herself and seven minor heirs, 
the children of Saml. Reed, deceased. 

It appears from the evidence, that the said S. Reed emigrated 
to Texas about the year 1833; that he frequently rendered 
service as a soldieragainst the Mexicans and Indians; that he 
was severely wounded in the battle of Plumb Creek by an In- 
dian, in 1840, by which he was ever afterwards immeasurably 
disabled; that he received his headright, but that his widow is 
poor and without the means of educating her children. 

Lhe committee are satisfied that_there is no law entitling the 
petitioner to relief, but a majority of the committee have, never- 
theless, instructed meto report the accompanying bill, giving 
her 1250 acres of land, and recommend its passage. 

‘SA bill for the relief of Elizabeth Reed”—read first time. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: - | 

The committee on Public Lands, have had under eonsidera+ 
tion the petition of Philip Howard, and find from the testimony 
that said Howard was an emigrantto Texas, on the 6th day of 
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August, 1836; thathe has continued to reside in Texas to the 
present time, and that he has never received a headright. He 
is now a married man and asks for 640 acres of land, to which 
your committee think him entitled, and therefore report the ac- 
companying bill for his relief, and recommend its passage. 

A bill forthe reliefof Philip Howard—read first time. 

Mr Caldwell presented the petition of William Perry Moore 
—referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Superviele presented the petition of Jose Remijio Ruiz 
—referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 2. 

Mr Flanagan presented the petition of John R. Henry and 
others—referred to the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, was taken up and re-referred to the same committee. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a joint resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution—read first and second times, 
and referred tothe committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill granting 960 acres of land 
to Mrs. Upham, wife ot John Upham—read first and second 
times, and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims, 
No. 1. 

Mr Bryan introduced a bill for the relief of Eli Hart—read 
first and second times, and referred to the committee on 
Public Debt. - | 

Mr Taylor of Cass, introduced a bill to amend the 12th sec- 
tion of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Charter—read first 
and second times, and referred to the committee on Internal 
improvements. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, introduced a bill for the relief of settlers 
in the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Reserve—read first and 
second times, and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr McDade introduced a bill to incorporate Soule Univer- 
sity—read first and second times and referred to the committee 
on Education. 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of Fowler Insti- 
tute and Chappell Hill College—reed first and second times, 
and referred to the committee on Public Lands. . 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passe@a bill, originating in the Senate, 
for the relief of Ira B. Demint, also a bill, originating in the 
House, to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
thirteenth Judicial District. 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jas. 
Nettles, deeeased—read first and second times, and referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 

31 
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Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on-the Judiciary, te 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the town of Wheeloek, 
reported the same back and recommended its passage, after the 
adoption of the following amendment: 

At the end of the proviso to the 8th section add—“and shell 
not provide for any penalty exceeding one hundred dollars in 
amount, or for imprisonment for any one offence exceeding fif- 
teen days, nor authorize a tax exceeding the ad valorem rate 
of the State tax for any one year.” 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a bill to re-organize the 
eighth Judicial District, and define the time of holding district 
courts therein was taken up, and the amendment of the House 
coneurred in. 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to provide for the purchase 
of a supply of the“ Texas Digest,” for the use of the State— 
read first and second times, and referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, Mr Taylor of Houston, was grant- 
ed leave of absence from the 17th inst., to the Ist day of Feb- 
ruary next, ; 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill prohibiting the commissioner of the General Land Of 
‘fice, issuing patents to the Texian Emigration and Land com- 
pany, for lands lying in Peter’s Colony, being under consider- 
ation when the Senate adjourned on yesterday, taken up. 

The amendment offered by Mr White on yesterday ‘was, on 
motion of Mr McCulloch, laid on the table. | 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjourned until 


3 o'clock, P. M. ; 
3 O'CLOCK; P.M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 
The consideration of the bill before the Senate at its adjourn- 
ment, was resumed. 
On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the Senate adjourned 
until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. : 


Ə 
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Wepwnespay, January, 9th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 

resent. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, presented the petition of Thos. P. Ailes 
and Mary Lovett; referred to a select committee of three, com- 
posed of Messrs. Taylor of Fannin, Potter and Armstrong. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill suplementary to an act to 
incorporate the town of Lagrange, in the county of Fayette, and 
a bill to authorize and require the county court of the county of 
Brazoria, to establish, discontinue and regulate public and pri- 
vate roads in Said county, and to cause public roads and bridges 
to. be constructed and kept in gaod repair, originating in the 
House. Also, abill originating in the Senate to incorporate the 
-town of Chappell Hill. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill prohibiting the commissioner of the general land office 
issuing patents for the benefit of the Texian emigration and 
land company for land lying in Peter’s Colony, taken up. 

Mr Armstrong offered asa substitute for the bill, . 

A bill to restrain the commissioner of the general land office 
from issuing patents for the benefit of the Texian emigration and 
land company, or Peter’s Colony contractors to enable the parties 
to bring suit. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the previous question 
was ordered by the following vote: 

Yuas-—Messrs, Allen, Doane, Flanagan, Hill, Hord, Lott, 
McCulloch, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of 

‘ass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, and Whitaker—15. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Guinn, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey,; Russell, Truit, 
Weatherford, White and Wren—14. 

The question being on the engrossment of the Bill, the Senate 
refused to engross it by the- following vote: 

Yras—Armstrong, Burroughs, Guinn, Martin, Millican, Rus- 
sell, Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren—10. 

. Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Hill, Hord, 
Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, 
Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, 
Taylor of Houston. and Whitaker.—19. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public debt, 
made the following report: 


308 


The committee on public debt, to which was referred a joint 
resolution authorizing a vote of the people to be taken on the 
act of Congress, concerning the debt of the late Republic of Tex- 
as, have considered the same, and although the committee would 
much prefer this subject to be referred to the people, than for 
the act of Congress to be accepted by the present legislature, yet 
after the voteofthe Senate upon the engrossment of the debt 
bill, we can see no use for action upon thejoint resolution until 
the fate of that bill is determined. Iam therefore instructed by 
the committee, to recommend that the Joint resolution lie on the 
table. | 

Mr Taylor of Oass, chairman of the select committee, made 
the following report : 

The select committee to which was referred a bill supple- 
mental to the first section of “an act of Jimitatidéns,” have care- 
fully considered the same. 

The bill evidently contemplates commercial non-intercourse 
with the State of Massachusetts. It is based upon the inherent 
principle of self-preservation which applies alike to States in their 
federal relations as to individuals in their formation of civil gov- 
ernment. ‘This principle is natural and divine and is paras 
mount to all human authority and conventional restraint. 

The States were confederated for mutual interest and advan- 
tage.. While certain powers were delegated to the general gov- 
ernment, certain rights were reserved by the compact of Union, 
which cannot be impaired, either by the Federal Government, 
by a State or combination of States. Among these reserved 
rights is the institution of Slavery, which is based alone, upon 
the sanction of State sovereignty. E 

When therefore, one or more States attempts in solemn legis- 
lative action, to destroy this institution in other States, sets at 
naught all the rights incident thereto and refuses to be governed 
by the laws of Congress, protecting these rights, such mild means 
should be used as will most effectually restore the object of con- 
federation, to-wit: Mutual interest and advantage. This object 
defeated and the Union at once resolves itself into its original 
elements, entailing calamities and consequences too horrible for 
contemplation. : 

Then it behooves the Southern States whose rights have been 
assalledand wantonly disregarded, to act with unanimity and 
firmness, in the resistance of that aggressive, unauthorized and 
suicidal spirit, which has actuated Massachusetts in solemn leg- 
islative assembly, to wage a crusade upon their reserved rizhts, 
So long as this refractory member, in common with other non- 
slaveholding States prated against our reserved rights, just so 
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expedient awd proper. But when she legislates npon our rights, 
vids defiance to the laws of Congress and devises ways and 
means for the abolition of Slavery, then forbearance ceases to be 
a virtue, and self-presers ation compels resistance. 

No argument is needed to show that she is the beneficiary of 
slave labor. The most convincing argument to her, and one 
which will, in the opinion ot the committee, be most effectual in 
gestoring harmony and reciprocity, will result from the practical 
operation of the bill under consideration. I am therefore in- 
structed by a majority of the committee to report the came back 
to the Senate, with the amendments hereto annexed, and to re- 
commend their adoption and passage of the bill. 

Amendments.—lst. Amend the caption by adding thereto, 
the words “ passed February 5th, 1841.” 

2nd. In section ist, ninth line, after “ Massachusetts,” in~ 
sert the words “ purchased in any other State,” 

Mr Lott, chairman of the committee’on the Penitentiary, to 
which was referred a bill to provide for the purchase of a site 
and erection of a store and warehouse, and for other purposes, 
reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, bill taken 
up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was further suspended, bil} 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

The Joint committee on enrolled bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, vig: ° 

A bill making an appropriation for the perdiem pay and mile— 
age of the members of the sixth Legislature, and the per diem 
pay of the officers of the same. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Cameron, in the county of 
Milam. 

A bill supplementary to an act tochange the sixth and ninth 
Judicial Districts and to define the time of holding courts there 
in. And | 

A bill to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Telegraph 
company, and find them correctly enrolled, properly signed and 
were this day presented to the Governor. 

Mr Flanagan offered the following resolution : 

- Resolved, That the finance committee be requested to ob- 
tain from the Comptroller, copies of all the vouchers upon which 
| any and all amounts of money have been paid for transcribing 
_ the Journals of the Congress of the Republic and of the Legis- 
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fatures of the State of Texas, under the provisions of an act 
passed the 16th day of Febrnary 1852, and that they report the 
resnit of their enquiries to the Senate as early as praeticable— 
adopted. i 

Mr Martin, introduced a bill to incorporate the town of Ath- 
ens in the county of Henderson; read first and second times 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Maverick introduced a bill supplemental to an act to in— 
corporate the San Antonio and: Mexican Guw Rail Road com— 
pany, approved September 5th, 1850, and the supplements 
thereto; read first and second times and referred to the com- 
mitte on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr Lott, a bill to provide for the payment of the 
six companies of mounted volunteers mustered into the service 
of the State of Texas, on the first day of November 1854, and 
to provide for the payment of balance of expenses incurred by 
said companies, was taken up and read. 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment: 

Strike out « fifty dollars ” wherever it occu rs, and insert “ one 
hundred dollars ”“—rejected. 

The bill was then passed toathird reading by the fol lowing 
vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Guinn, Hill, Lott, 
McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, 
Scarborongh, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor o Fannin, 
Taylor of Hoaston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and W-hite— 
22. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Grimes, Martin, Millican 
and Wren—6. 

On motion of Mr Lott, the rule was further snspended, bill 
read third time and passed, 

A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
following communication: 

EXECUTIVE Orrien, 
Austin, Jan. 9th, 1856. | 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith, for your information, a report from the 
Attorney Geneual, Comptroller of public accounts and Secre- 
ary of State, of their proceedings as Commissioners, under an 
act passed by the last legislature and approved February llth, 
1854, entitied “an act supplemental to an act entitled an act con- 
cerning the Archives of the Legislature,” approved Feb. 11th, 
1852. An examination of this report will show that the recor- 
ding of the Senate Journals has been completed and approved 
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by these Commissioners, but that no portion of the House Jour- 
nals have yet been presented to them for their examination and 
approval. lt remains for your honorable bodies to decide what 
further measures are necessary to ensure the completion of this 
work. È. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the communication was referred 
to the committee on finance. 

The Governor also transmitted [to the Senate the report of 
E. M. Pease, James B. Shaw, and Jas. H. Raymond, Commiss— 
ioners for superintending the completion of the Capitol, 

On motion of Mr Gninn, the report was referred to the com- 
mittee on public buildings. . 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
3o’clock, P.M. ` 


| 3 O’Ciocg, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. : 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill, originating in the Senate, 
amen ding and supplementary to an act amending and supple- 
mentary to an act to incorporate the Henderson and Burkeville 
Railroad company, approved January 27, 1854, with amend- 
ments, . 

On motion of Mr Whitaker, the bill was taken up. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, it was postponed until Tuesday the 
15th inst, : 2 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

The Joint committee on enrolled bills have examined a bill 
for the relief of Ira B. Dement, and a bill to re-organize the 8th 
Judicial Distriet and define the time of holding courts therein, 
and find the same correctly enrolled, properly signed and this 
day presented to the Governor, ~ 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the nav- 
igation of the rivers of the State, together with the report of the 
committee on Internal Improvements offering a substitute there- 
for, Was read. : 

a motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the report was laid on the 
table. : 

Mr Burroughs offered a substitute for the bill, which was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs the bill was amended by striking 
out “$50,000” in 5th line, and inserting “ $40,000.” 

Mr Burroughs moved to amend by striking out “$50,000” in 
Sth line aud inserting “$40,000” for the Trinity river. 
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Mr Weatherford moved to amend the amendment by adding: 

“‘ Provided that $20,000 of said appropriation shall be expen— 
ded above Magnolia on said river ”—rejeeted. i 

The amendment offered by Mr Burroughs was then. adopted. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the bill was amended by strik— 
ing out “ $40,060” in the 11th line and inserting “ 30,000.” 

Mr Burroughs moved to amend by striking out $8,000; in the 
17th line and inserting $12,00G@—carried. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs it was amended by striking out 
$40,000” in the 23rd line and inserting “ $30,000.” 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment : | 

Strike out “ that the sum of two thousand dollars be and the 
same is hereby appropriated to the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Gaudaloupe river,” and insert: “That the sum of 
eighteen thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropri— 
ated to the improvement of the navigation of the Guadalupe and 
San Antonio rivers, provided, that the sum of ten thousand dol— 
lars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be expended 
below the junction of the San Antonio and Guadalnpe ; and the 
remainder to be equally expended on-the Guadalupe and San 
Antonio, above the junction, under the provisions of the act.” 

Mr McCulloch moved a division of the question—carried ; 
and the motion to strike out, carried. 

Mr McCulloch offered the following amendment, as: a substi— 
tute for Mr Burrough’s amendment: 

s That the sum of twenty-six thousand dollars be appropria- 
ted to the Guadalupe and San Antonio rivers, ten thousand dol- 
lars of which, or so much thereof as shall be necessary, shall be 
expended below the junction of the two rivers and that the bal- 
ance of the appropriation shall be divided between the- two riv- 
ers equally in opening them above their junelion, and that one 
board of Commissioners for the Guadalupe and San Antonio 
rivers shall be appointed ”—rejected. l 

> Mr Burrough’s amendment was then adopted. 
Mr Grimes offered the following amendment, to come in after 
.- the words “Trinity river;” 

“ That the sum ot eight thousand -dollars be appropriated for 
the improvement of the navigation of the San Jacinto river, 
to be under the control of the board of Commissioners, to be 
appointed for the Trinity river”—rejected. 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment : 

“ That the sum of twenty thousand dollars be,and the same 
is hereby appropriated to the construction of a canal uniting 

` the waters of the Brazos, Bernard and Cany rivers, near the 
_ mouths of said rivers, the work on the same to commence 
at the Brazos river ”—adopted. l 
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Mr Lott offered the following amendment :—“ And that the 
sum of ten thousand dollars be appropriated _ to clean out the 


. Little Cypress river ’’—rejected. 


Mr Taylor of Fannin, offered the following amendment: 

“That the sum of $40,000 be appropriated to Red River, to 
be nsed above the point where said river enters the State of Ar- 
kansas.” , 

On motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


, Tuorspay, January 10th, 1856. 

The Senate was called toorder by the President, pursuant to 
adjourtment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. ` ` 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of Robert Cassin and 
William A Tenneson for relief—referred to the committee on 
Public Lands, : 

Mr Potter presented the petition of J. Douglass Brown—re- 
ferred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Hill, chairman of the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made the following reports: ' 

: The committee on Claims and Accounts, to which was refer- 
red the House bill for the relief of Kindallis Bryan, Sheriff of 
Liberty county, have duly considered the same, and instruct me 
to report the same back, recommending its passage with the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike out in the fifth line, the words “ninety-three,” and in- 
sert “forty-eight.” 

The bill proposes to grant extra pay to said Sheriff for con- 
ducting four convicts to the Penitentiary at one time, in doing 
which, he felt it-his duty to employ au extra guard to prevent a 
rescue of the coavicts from his custody. He also claims sepa- 
rate mileage for each convict, at ($2 50)twodollars and fifty 
cents for every thirty miles traveled, allowing pay for the extra 
guard,and one mileage to the Sheriff, leaves the sum of forty- 
eight doilars. 

The committee entertain some doubt as to the legality of 
granting relief in such cases, but as the Legislature have seen 
fit to grant relief in other cases, they see no reason why the 
same justice should not prevail, and the same relief be granted 
in his case 
| The committee on Claims and Accounts, have mutually con~ 
Sidered the petition of A. M. Clare, asking pay for loss of prop— 
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erty during the Texas revolution, for supplies farnished the army 
of Texas in 1836—87, and also for personal services rendered 
the late Republic of Texas. The committee are well satisfied 
that Mr Clare sustained great loss by both the Mexican and 
Texian armies, but as no allowance has yet been made to any 
one, for claims of this character; they cannot recommend that 
any be made in this case, until some general rule shall be adopt- 
ed in reference to all similar claims. 

As to the claim for supplies furnished the army of Texas, the 
proof is insufficient to warrant the committee in recommending 
any allowance therefor, But it is shown most conclusively that 
Mr Clare rendered most important service to the late Republic 
of Texas, in the capacity of assistant quarter master from the 
beginning of the war until June, 1837. The proof shows that 
Mr Clare was a fatthtal and efficient officer. 3 

The committee have examined the offices of the Auditor and 
Comptroller, and can find nothing to show that he has been 
paid for the important personal services rendered the country ; 
they have therefore instructed me to report a bill for his relief, 
recommending its passage. . 
= “A bill for the relief of A. M. Clare”—read first time. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: 

The committee on Publie Lands, have considered “a bill for 
the relief of settlers on the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Re- 
serve,” and a majority of them have instructed me to report the 
bill back with an opinion adverse to its passage. 

The committee think that said reservation, having been made 

to effect a great and important public work, which may yet be 
accomplished, the Legislature should not too readily yield to 
the importunities of those who seem to be more solicitous to se- 
cure their private interest than the public good. 
. Itis believed that a work of such magnitude as that contem- 
plated by the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad, connot be effect- 
ed by rascillation,but a steady view of the end to be accomplish- 
ed, with an active use of the means by which-it is to be effected 
without wavering orcompromising. The committee are further 
ef opinion, that if the work is to be virtually abandoned by a 
division of the means intended to insure its suecess, that those 
who are now so clamorous for legislative relief, are not the per- 
sons most entitled to your consideration. serch 

There is a elass of citizens who spent their youth, health and 
means to redeem these lands from the Mexicans an® the savage, 
who purchased ata very high pricean undivided interest, that 
has not yet been set apart tothem. They would at least like to 
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have an “even show” with those who came to the country after 
it had been prepared for their reception. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred “a bill forthe protection and the preservation 
of the rights ef married women,” reported the same back, re- 
commending that it be faid on the table. 

Mr Petter, chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred “a bill to legalize the official acts of John H. Smithers, 
as clerk of the district court of Bowie county,” reported the 
same back with an amendment, recommending the adoption of 
the amendment and the passage of the bill. 

. AMENDMENT. 

In section ł, strike ont all after the word “valid.” in- the 6th 
line, and insert— for the unexpired term of said Pool, that is 
up to the first Monday in Angust, 1356, and until the successor 
of the said Smithers is elected and qualified ; and all tne official 
acts of said Smithers, as such clerk, done in pursuance of law, 
shall be as legal and valid as if said Smithers had been elected 
at the regular time for the election ef such district cleric. 

On motion of Mr Pirkey, Mr White was added to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. l 

Mr Russel], from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
a bill for the purchase of a site, and erection ofa store and ware- 
house, and other purposes, correctly engrossed. 

A message was received fromthe House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill to remove the Land Office 
of the Milam Land District from Cameron, in Milam county, to 
Belton, in Bell county. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following reports: 

The committee on Publie Lends, to which was referted the 
memorial of sundry citizens of Bosque county, have considered 
ths same. Your committee are informed that a bill is vow pend- 
ing in the House, which is likely to pass, removing the District 
Surveyor’s office of Milam land district, from Cameron to Belton, 
whieh will reduce the distance to within seventy miles of 
Bosque county. Further, that the territory spoken of by me- 
raorialists, is now being divided into several counties which, 
when organized, can ench havea separate Land District if de— 
sired, by a compliance with the law as it now is. 

The committee therefore, think legislative action unnecessary 
and ask to be discharged from further consideration of the 
matter,’ l 


The committee on Publice Lands, to which was referred “a 
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bill to define the reserve, iu section 14 of 4n act entitled, an act 
-to provide for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacifie 
Railroad,” and “a bill to amend an act entitled. an act fo provide 
for the construction of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad,” 
have considered the sameand believing that beth bills have the 
same end in view, a majority of said committee have. instruct- 
ed me to report the accompanying substitute for beth, recom. 
mend its adoption aud passage. | 

The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred the 
memorial of Mrs Elizabeth Crockett, widow of David Crockett, 
deceased, find that Mrs Crockett is now a resident of Texas, is 
seventy-three years of age; that she is poor and unprovided for, 
with several small grand-chiidren to take care of. The com- 
mittee are satisfied there is no law under which she can now 
claim anything from the State, and have felt very unwilling to 
establish a precedent for grantsur donations, outside of the Jaw, 
They believe however, that her case is a peculiar one and with- 
out a parallel. and a majority of the committee have instructed 
me to report the accompanying bill for her telef and recommend 
ts passage. 

“A bill donating to Mrs Elizabeth Crockett, one league of land” 
—read first time. 

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to which was referred “a bill to incorporate the 
Pewder Horn, Victoria and Gonzales Railroad Company,” re- 
ported the same back, recommending its passage. 3 

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the same committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, have had before 
them “ a bill concerning Railroad Charters, which have been or 
may be forfeited,” and the committee came to the conclusion that 
there isno necessity for the passage of such a bill, as each aud 
every bill will rest upon the merits or demerits of the same, as 
the case may be, and in many instances it will be found ne 
doubt, that relief should aad ought to be rendered; this legisla: 
tion is predicated on all former legislation and is to be expected 
on all future legislation. | 

Therefore, your committee have instructed me to report back 
the bill, and to recommend the indefinite postponement of the 
same. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report: | 

The committee on Public Debt, have considered “a joint res- 
olution concerning the Public Debt,” and find that the joint 
resolution proposes to pay the difference between the face value 
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and the “pro rata,” allowed by the late act of Congress, which is 
now pending before the present Legislature, to the original par- 
ties who made advances to Texas, aud received her paper at 
par. Pr e 

This proposition, in the opinion of your committee, is just 
and praise-worthy, and one which,-under all the circumstances, 
should be adopted by the Legislature. Should the Public Debt 
bill pass, (which awards to all of our creditors alike, the same 


pro rata of seventy eht cents to the dollar,) All admit that we 


should pay the differ. 2s <9 that portion of ourliabilhties which 
we, under our law,:..;< >to pay at par; we say we owe it and 
it is right that we Shuica pay it. Now the qnestion arises, who 
is to be the beneficiary? The stock jobber who has, by the force 
of circumstances, been enabled to buy up ovr liabilities fora 
mere song. or to him who gives his all for the interest of our 
country in her infant struggle for independence, and who, from 
the fact that the Government could not redeem its bills of eredit 
was compelled to sell them for what they could get, to seenre 
the existence of themselves and families, 

To these parties we think we owe a debt of gratitude, and it 
isentirely in the power of the Legis'ature, in this instance to in 
part repay many of the old and well tried veterans of our 
Revolution. Wetannot believe that the Senate will refuse to 
grant this small pittance to those who are above all, entitled to 
our bonnty. From these considerations | am therefore instruct- 
ed by the committee to report the bill back with an amendment, 
recommending the adoption of the amendment and the passage 


of the bill. 
AMENDMENT. 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, to the word “provided,” 
and insert—"That the difference between the face value and that 
ofthe pro rata, allowed by the Public Debt act, upon that por- 
tion of the indebtedness of the late Republic of Texas, which 
was audited at par, Shall be paid to the original parties who 
made the advanes, and received the paper at par, and notto the 
present holders. 

Mr Caldwell, chairman of the committee on Indian affairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to which was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of Liberty county, and also a me- 
morial for the chiefs of the Cooshattie Indians, asking that land 
be procured and set apart as a permanent home for said Indians, 
would respectfully report; that they have devoted Some attention 
tothe subject and are satisfied that justice and humanity alike 
demand that some substantial relief should be granted to the. 
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surviving remnant of that once flourishing tribe of Indians, 
‘he Ceoshatties, according to their own traditions, and to the 
best information accessible to your committee, have occupied 
the country on either side of the Trinity river, embracing what 
is now Polk, Liberty and Walker connties, for nearly a century. 
Since the Anglo American settlements in their viciuity, they 
have ever heen the fast and faithfal friends of the whites. 

In consideration of their merits and services to the country, 
the Gongress of the late: Republic of Texasin the year 1842, 
granted to them two leagues of land which are represented as 
being worth forty ar fifty thousand dollars, but of which they 
have been totally deprived by conflicting titles, asserted and sus- 
tained by the whites, i ə 

They are nowin Polk county near their ancient homes, 
which they are no longer permitted to occupy, and are without 
a fost of land to cultivate, or under which to bury their dead. 
Their old hunting grounds are rendered useless ‘by the settle- 
ments af the whites, from which they cannot wrench even the 
meins of support, The committee therefore instruct me to re- 
port the accempanying bill recommending its passage. 

A bill fər the relief of the Cooshattie Indians—read first 
time. i 

Mr Armstrong introduced “a bill to legitimate the children of 
Nathan [albert and Mary Clementine Boneriese,’—read first 
and second times, and referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr Martin introduced “a bill for the relief of James Riggs” — 
read first and second times, and referred to the committee on 
State affairs. 

Mr McDade introduced “a Lill supplementary to an act enti- 
tled, an act to have the laws, civil and criminal, amended, sup- 
plied, revised, digeste@ and arranged, passed February 10th, 
1854°—read first and second times, and referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. | 

Mr Potter introduced a bill for the relief of William Mason 
and a bill for the relief of Francis M. White—read first and 
second times, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No. 2. 

Mr White introduced a bill to incorporate the Powder Horn 
and Espiritu Santo Bay Canal company—read first and second 
times, and referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill, originating in the Senate, 
for the relief of James W. Reid. 
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On motion of Mr Potter, the vote postponing a bill amending 
an act supplementasy to an act, amending and supplementary 
toan act to incorporate the Henderson and Burkeville R. Re 
company, approved January 27th, 1854, with the amendments 
of the House thereto, was reconsidered, the bill taken up, and 
amendments concurred in. 

Mr Flanagan moved that a select committee of three, be ap— 
pointed on the memorial of T. J. Chambers, and that the Honse 
be requested to appoint a committee of five to act with them-— 
Messrs. Flanagan, Grimes and Scarborough, were appointed 


said co1amittee. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the nav- 


-igation of the rivers of the State, taken up. 


The amendment offered by Mr Taylor of Fannin, being under 


_ consideration when the Senate adjourned on yesterday, was re— 


jected by the following vote: _ 

Yuas—Messrs, Allen, Martin, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of 
Fannin and White—6. l 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, MeDade, Ma— 
verick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Superviele, Taylor of 
Mass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford and Whitaker—22. 

Mr Russell offered the followlng amendment: Strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert “that the sum of fwo hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby ap— 
propriated out of the five per cent United States’ bonds equally 
among the several conuties in this State according to their ratio 
of representation, for the purpose of Internal Improvements, or 
for educational purposes.” 

“Sec. 2. The Chief Justice and County Commissioner shalt 


; constitute a board of Commissioners whose duty it shall be to 
| receive said money, and expend the same as they may consider, 
in their judgment, will best sabserve and promote the interest of 
| their respective counties, either for internal improvements or ed- 
| Ucational purposes.”—laid on the table by the following vote: 


Yras—Messrs, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Hill, Lott, Me- 


| Culloch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pedigo, Potter, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Houston, Trait, Weatherford, Whitaker and 
| White—17. 


Nays— Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 


| Guinn, Pirkey, Russell and Taylor of Fannin—9. 


Mr Weatharford offered the following amendment: add to 
the end of section 3, “provided that the board of Commission— 


ers shall expend the sum of fifteen thousand dollars of the 


-820 


forty thousand, for the Trinity river above Magnolia, on said 
river.”—rejected by the following vote: | 

Yras—Messrs. Allén, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Lott, 
Martin, Palmer, Weatherfoad and Wren—10. | ae: 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Hill, MeCul- 
loch, McDade, Maverick, Millican, Russell, Taylor of Fannin, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker and White 
—15, 

- Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment: Strike out 
the 9th section, and insert, “ That the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars be, and the same is hereby appropriated to the improvement 
of the navigation of Buffalo Bayou.” 

Mr Palmer moved a division of the question ; lost.. 

The amendment was rejected by the following vote. 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Hill, McDade, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker, and White—14. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Doane, Grimes, Guinn, Hord, McCul- 
loch, Martin, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, 
Taylor of Fannin, Weatherford, and Wren— 16. 

Mr Guinn offered the following amendment: “ Provided that 
previous to any appropriation of money being made by the State 
under this act, the Governor shall submit said proposition to the . 
people at the next regular election for State and County officers ; 
and if a majority of the qualified voters of the’ State shall vote 
forthe appropriation, such appropriation may be granted under the 
provisions of this act, and not otherwise ;” laid on the table by 
the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, Hil, 
Hord, McDade, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, 
Potter, Scarborongh, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, and White—21. 

Nays—Messrs, Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Grimes, Guinn, 
McCulloch, Martin, Russell, Taylor of Fannin, and Wreu—10. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin offered the following amendment: “add 
twenty-five thousand dollars to Red River, to be applied above 
the line of Arkansas;” rejected. l 

Mr White offered the following amendment: “ provided that 
ten thousand dollars shall be spent in-the Espiritu Santo Bay, 
below the mouth of the San Antonio river ;” rejected. 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment : `“ 'That the 
sum of ten thousand dollars be, and is hereby -xppropriated for 
West Galveston Bay, to be expended between Virginia Point 
and the Eastern end of the Galveston and Brazos canal, which 
sum shall be expended under the direction of the Chief Justice 
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of Galveston county, and a draft drawn by the said Chief Jus- 
tice shall be sufficient authority for the Treasurer to pay the 
same.” Adopted, ` 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment: “ That the 
sum of twenty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby ap- 
proptiated for the improvement of the navigation of the Rio 
Grande river ;.” and atthe end of 25th line, “that the sum of 
six thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated for 
the improvement of the navigation of the San Bernard river ;” 
adopted. 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendments: Strike out 
í Gaudalupe” in the 29th line, and after the word “lake” in 
80th line, insert “one board for the Gaudalupe and San Antonio 
rivers »—after the word “ Colorado” in the 28th line, insert **San 
Bernard, Rio Grande, and Red river ”—after the word “lake,” 
in the 30th line, insert “ ene board for the Brazos, San Bernard, 
and Cany Canal,” and one board for Buffalo Bayou,'and Red 
Fish, and Clopper’s Bar ;” adopted. 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment: at the end 
of section 8th, insert “and further provided, that the sums that 
may be drawn for the payment of engineers under this act shail 
be paid out of the sums set apart for the several streams, canals, 
and bars on which their services may have been rendered ;” 
adopted. | 

Gn motion of Mr Burroughs the blank in the 8th section was 
filled with “ not more than three,” l 

On motion, the Senate adjourned uutil 3 o’clock P. M. 

3 O’cloek, P. M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr. White offered the following amendment: 

“That the sum of six thousand dollars be and the same is 
hereby appropriated tor the improvement of the Lavaca and 


| Navidad rivers, and the bars at the mouth, and that a board be 


appointed as in like cases.”—rejected. 

Mr Weathertord offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “$40,000” for the Trinity river and insert 
$55,000, and ‘that $15,000 of said sum be expended above 
Magnolia. 

Mr Millican offered the following as an amendment to the 
amendment: 

Strike out “$40,000” for the Brazos river, and insert 
“$55,000,” and that $15,000 of said sum be expended between 
Washington and Port Sullivan. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved tolay both on the table. 

Mr Palmer moved a division of the question—carried and 
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the amendment to the amendment was laid:on the table by the 
following vote: : 5 ee ae 

Yuas—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Grimes, Hill, 
McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker, and 
White—16. me 

Nays—Messrs Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Mil- 
lican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Fannin, Weatherford and 
Wren—l11. | | 

The question then recurred on. Mr Tay!or’s motion to lay Mr, 
Weatherford’s amendment on the table, which being put was 
lost by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Grimes, Hill, Mc. 
Culloch, Maverick, Potter, Scarborough, Taylor of Cass, Tyunit, 
Whitaker, and White—138. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott 
Martin, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, ‘Taylor of 
Fannia, Taylor of Houston, Weatherford and Wren--11. 

The amendment was then rejected by the following vote: 

Yuras—Messrs Armstrong, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, Martin, 
Millicen, Palmer Russell Taylor of Houston, Weatherford and 
Wren—1}. 

Nays—Messrs Bryan, Burronghs, Caldwell, Doane, Grimes, 
Hill, McCulloch, Maverick, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough. 
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, Whitaker and White 
—17. ; 

Mr Armstrong offered the following amendment : 

After the word “ Brazos river ™* insert, “ That the sum of ten 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the improvement of 
San Andres river, tobe under the control of the board for the 
Brazos river ”—rejecied i 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment: 

“ Provided the money and labor appropriated in this Act for 
the Sabine river, shall be equally expended above and below 
the town of Logan’s Port, in the State of Louisiana The 
improvement on the upper portion, to commence at Logan's 
Port and continue up to the Smith county Tine, or to Hills’ 
Steam Mill, on the Sabine.” Rejected by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, Mar- 
tin, Millican, Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Fannin, 
Weatherford and Wren—13. 

Nays —Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Burronglis, Caldwell, 
Grimes, Hill, MeOulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Scarbor- 


ough, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker and 
White—16. 
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Mr Potter moved the previous question—lost by the follow- 

ing vote. eo 
ras—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Grimes, Hill, 

Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
lor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, and Truit—13 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, 
Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Millican, Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, 
Weatherford and White—-i4. 

Mr Lott offered the following amendment: i 

“ And that the further sum of one hundred thousand dollars 
be appropriated for boaring Artesian Wells at proper places on 
said rivers, where the water dries up or disappears in the fall 
season.” 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, laid on he table. 

My ‘Taylor of Cass, offered the following amendment : 

“ And the sum of’ fifteen thousand dollars is hereby appropi- 


ated fur the improvement of Red River abov ethe Arkansas © 
: jine.”--adopted. 
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Mr Hill offered the following amendment: 

“That the sum of five thousand dollars be appropriated for 
the improvement of the bar at the mouth of the Lavaca river, 
anda board of Commissioners be appointed as in other cases’ 


' adopted. 


Mr Armstrong offered the following amendment : 

“That fifteen thousand dollars of the money appropriated 
for the Brazos river shall be expended above the town of 
Washington.” : 

On motion of Mr Doane, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Seaan eea 


Fray, Jan. 11, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjourament—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr Hil, chairman of the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made the following reports : g 

The committsė on Claims and Accounts, to which was referred 
the petition ot Juan Delgado, asking pay for ten horses taken 
from him in Feb’y, 1836, by Lieut. Keting, for the use of the 
Texas army under Col. Fannin, have considered the same and 
recommend that his claim be allowed for the ten horses at $20 
each, amounting to two hundred dollars. They therefore report 
the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage: ` 

“A bill for the relief of Juan Delgado ;” read first time. - 
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The committee on Claims and Accounts, to which was referred 
_a “ bill for the relief of Rob’t F. Howelland Ezekiel Thomas, 

have had the same before them, and instruct'me to report that 
they have not yet acted upon the claim of Rob’t F Howell, bu 
have laid the same over for additional eviđence. They find, 
from the evidences exhibited to them, that the heirs of Ezeki¢ 
Thomas are entitled to payment for one hundred and twenty 
five head of cattle, used by the army of Texas during the time 
of their encampment near the battle-ground of San Jacinto, 
which was near one month. The claim presented is for $1,873, 
which your committee, upon the evidence before them, thought 
proper to reduce to $800. They therefore report a substitute 
for the original bill, for the relief of the heirs of Ezekiel Thoma 
and recommend its passage. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred “a bill concerning the separate land district o 
Henderson county,” reported a substitute therefor, 1ecomment. 
ing its adoption and passage. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on Public Lands, made th 
following report: l 

The committee on Public Lands, to which was referred ‘4 
bill concerning surveys,” have had the same under considers 
tion and return it, recommending its indefinite postponement 

The committee are of opinion that the Act requiring survey 
to be returned before the 3ist of August, 1853, (and whichi 
is proposed to repeal,) worked some inconvenience and hardshi 
at the commencement of its operation, but believe these evii 
have ceased, and that the law is now salutary in its effects- 
producing a regular return of field notes, and lessening th 
power to commit fraud by surveyors and locators. 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, chairman of the committee on Publi 
Debt, submitted the following report: 

The committee on Public Debt have for some time had unde 
advisement and consideration the petition of Com. E W Moor, 
late of the Texas navy. The committee have found it ven 

difficult to satisfy even themselves as to the merits of the pet 
tioner’s claim. From a full investigation we find the factso 
be about as follows: The Legislature of 1848, had or mat 
with Com. Moore a partial settlement, by which he receivé 
eleven thousand dollars. This settlement, it appears from t 
report of the House Committee of 1848, (of which Hon. M.i 
Potter was chairman,) was based upon vouchers, then ix i 
Comptroller’s office, commencing in Dec., 1841, and runnik 
to July, 1843. The petitioner then alleging that there we 
many other vouchers, anterior to those, which he was unable: 
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| procire—that they had been sent to the seat of Government, 
land that upon the removal of the archives from Austin they, 
with many other papers, were boxed up and never opened until 
the Auditor was appointed in 1848, which was after the settle- 
iment before alluded to. Those vouchers are now in the Audi- 
tors office, and upon examination of them we find no discre - 
ipency. ‘The committee have endeavored to re—investigate all of 
the claims, and make up to the best of their ability a full and 
ifinal settlement. The petitioner, in his account, claims that 
Texas owes him some twenty-two thousand dellars, but to make 
this amount he claims ten thousand dollars for the steamship 
‘Merchant, which he asserts to have been lost in the service of 
[Texas in 1842. For this claim we find no vouchers, sufficient 
toiwarrant us in recommending the payment. He also claims 
fas balance pay for services six thousand dollars. This the com- 
mittee is unwilling to recommend, as they are not satisfied that 
litis due him; and he farther claims one per cent upon his dis-- 
bursements, as there was no navy agent. In this there seems to 
be merit—but as we are not fully satisfied as to its justice, we 
have declined using it in making up the settlement. The re 
mainder of the twenty-two thousand dollars claimed is made up 
in advances in money—and the amount of thirteen hundred and 
juinety-six dollars, which was paid by him, on certain pay tickets 
due seamen, who.had been discharged from the Texas navy, the 
committee feel well satisfied that there is due the petitioner for 
money advanced, aside from thirteen hundred ard eighty dollars 
Hor pay tickets, the amount of $5,290, for the payment of which 
they herewith report a bill for his relief, and recommend its pas- 
sage, They also report a bill authorising the Comptroller to andit 
and allow the pay tickets to E. W Moore, and hope that it may 
be passed. In this investigation w- have endeavored to guard 
well the interests of the State, at the same time to do justice to 
an old and well tried officer, who, we believe, made sacrifices for 
the promotion cf the interests of Texas at an early day, and who 
should have at least every dollar that is due him if no more. 

A bill forthe relief of E W Moore, and a bill directing the 
Payment of certain public debt certificates ; each read first time. 
| On motion of Mr Potter, the report and bill were made special 
order for Tuesday next, 15th inst. 

Mr Potter, chaitman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report : 

The Judiciary Committee have considered a bill for the relief 
of John L Clayton. The bill authorises the Commissioner of 
‘the Gen. Land Office to issue a certificate for one league and la- 
‘bor of land to said Clayton as assignee of Edmond Quirk. It 
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is in evidence. before the committee, that on the 1st day of Feb, 
1838, the Board of Land Commissioners for the county of Say 
Augustine issued a headright certificate to Raymond Dailey, 
administrator of said Quirk dec’d, for one league and labor of 
land; that said Raymond Dailey sold this certificate within a 
few days after he received it—-that said certificate was rejected 
by the Board of Travelling Land Commissioners under the Ac 
of 1840—and was not established by snit in the District Court 
as provided for by said Act. There is no evidence before the 
committee of the administration of Dailey upon the estate of sad 
Quirk, or of the legality of the sale of said certificates. From 
fliese facts the committee are of the opinion that the passage of 
the bill would be unjust in principle and unauthorised by lav, 
This opinion is confirmed by the fact that the said decedent ir 
his life-time received a grant of land, as the head of a fainily, 
from the Government of Coahuila and Texas, which fact is ap- 
parent from the evidence submitted. 

Wherefcr> Iam instructed by the committee to report sald bill 
back to the Senate and to recommend Its rejection. ; 

The Judiciary Committee have considered a bill to validate 
certain acts of the Assessors and-Collectors of taxes, appointed 
under an Act entitled “an Act to provide for the assessmett 
and collection of taxes, approved May 13, 1846,” and instruc 
me to report the accompanying substitute, recommending its 
adoption and the passage of the bill. 

The Judiciary Committee have considered a “bill to legiti- 
mate the children of Nathan Halbert and Mary Clementine Eo 
neriese,” and return the same and recommend its passage. 

Mr Whitaker, chairman of the committee on Private Land 

jams, No, 2, made the following reports: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 2, have examined 
the petition of Eli Dial and a bill for the relief of Francis M. 
White, both asking relief nnder a conditional certificate. ‘The 
Boards have recently been opened, in which they might hav 
established their claims, and on failure so to do the committee 
are of opinion that no relief should be granted. 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 2, have examined 
the petitions of Geo. W. Morgan and W. D. Morgan, adminis- 
trators of Thos. J. Morgan, praying that a headright be granted 
them for services in the army of ghe late Republic of Texas 
Fiom the evidence submitted, there is no proof that the peli- 
ticners ever intended to beeome citizens of Texas. The-commit 
tee, therefore, recommend therejection of their-claims. | 

The committee on Private Land Claims, No 2, have examined 
the petition of Wm. Carleton, and direct me to recommend Ii 
Iejectioa, 
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The committee on Private Land Claims, No 2, hava consid- 
ered the petition of H Fantharp, asking relief in favor of Samp- 
son Kelly, The committee are satisfied, from the evidence ad- 
duced, that the said Kelly emigrated to Texas in 1829, within 
the colonial grant of S. F. Austin, and continued therein till 
his death in 1831, ond therefore report the accompanying bill for 
the consideration of the Senate. : 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
Sampson Kelly-—read first time. 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill to incorporate the Neches River 
Causeway Company; read first and second times and referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to provide for the protection 
of the capitol—its furniture, books, stationery, &c., and to pro— 
vide. stationery, wood, &c., for the use of the Legislature ; read 
first and second times and referred to the committee on Public 
Buildings; and . 

A bill to define the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and 
District Courts of the State of Texas ; read first and second times 
and referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of J W Copes; referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims, No 1. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills originating in the 
House. | 

A bill to create and organize the 18th Judicial District, and to 
define the time of- holding Courts therein. 

A bill to permit certain persons of color to remain in the 
county of Harrison two years after the suit for their freedom now 
pending in said county shall have been determined—provided 
the suitis decided in their favor. 

A bill to authorise and require certain suits pending in the 
counties of Hill and Ellis to be transferred to the county of 
Johnson. | 

A bill supplementary to aa Act to incorporate the Sulphur 
Fork Turnpike company. 

A bill to provide for the transfer and translation of a portion 
f the archi of Bexar county. 

A bil to detine the 4th Judicial District, rnd define the time 
of holding courts therein. 

A bill to establish the western boundary line of Tyler county; 
and 

A bill to provide for a special election for Judge of the ist 
Judicial District. | i 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. © = 

A bill for the improvement of the navigation of the rivers of 
this State, taken up. E 

The question being on the adoption of Mr Armstrong’s amend- 
ment offered yesterday, it was rejected. 

Mr Guinn offered a bill for the improvement of the naviga-. 
tion of the Sabine river—Neches and Angelina rivers—and 
Trinity, Brazos and Colorado rivers, as a substitute for the ori- 
ginal bill. > 

Mr Burroughs moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr Lott, a call of the Senate was ordered. 

Absentees—Messrs Doane, Hord, Martin and Scarborough. 

Mr Guinn moved a suspension of the call; lost. 

‘The Senate being full, the main question was ordered by the 
following vote : 

Yzas—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Hill, McCulloch, 
McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, Su~ 
perviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, ‘Taylor, of Houston, 
Truit, Whitaker and White—18. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Doane, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hord, Lett, Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Weather- 
ford and Wren—14, i - 

_ The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
vote : 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Hill, Me- 
Dade, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, 
Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weather- 
ford, Whitaker and White—19. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor, of F., 
and Wren—13. | l 

On motion of Mr Hill, a bill. providing for a special election 
for Judge of the 1st Judicial District was taken up and read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time. 

Mr Poiter offered the-following amendments : 

Ist. In Sec. 1, first line after the word “ elected,” insert as 
follows: “ and the person receiving such certificate shall there- 
upon, without further delay, be fully authorised and empowered 
to hold the District Courts of said district and to discharge all 
the duties of such office.” 

2d. Strike out the proviso to the Ist section. ` 

3d. In 2d Section, second line atter the word “law,” insert 
“in relation to the election of District Judge of said first Judi- 
cial District ;” adopted. 
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The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. | 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, a bill to allow certain per- 
sons of color to remain in the county of Harrison two years after 
the suit for their freedom, now pending in said county, shall have 
been determined—provided the suit is decided in their favor— 
was taken np, read first time, the rule suspended, and bill passed 
to a third reading. - 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Russell, the rule was suspehded, and a bill 
for the relief of Mrs Elizabeth Crockett was taken up, read and 
ordered tobe engrossed. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed unanimously. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, “a bill for the relief of the credi- 
tors and colonists of the German Emigration Company, and to 
indemnify said company for lands given by the State to the colo- 
nists,” was taken up and made special order for Monday next, 
the 14th inst. - | 

On motion of Mr Millican, a bill to define the time of holding 
Courts in the 13th Judicial District was taken up and read first 
time. 


| 


Mr Armstrong moved a suspension of the runle—carried, and ` 


the bill read secoud time and passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was further suspended; 
bill re d third time and passed. 

Mr Wren moved to reconsider the vote passing the bill for the 
relief of Mrs Elizabeth Crockett. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the motion to reconsider was laid 
onthe table. ~- | 

On motion of Mr Allen, “a bill to amend an Act to incorpo- 
rate the Memphis and El Paso Pacific Railroad Company” was 
taken up. 

Mr Pirkey offered as a substitute for it, ‘a bill to incorporate 
the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad Company,” which 
was adopted. 

Mr Allen offered the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of Section 21st: 

“ Provided, that the provisions of this Act shall not be so 
construed as to interfere with the provisions of any Railroad 
charter heretofore granted by this State ;” adopted. 

Mr Martin offered the following amendment, to come in after 
Mr Allen’s amendment : | 
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« Or the location of the Mississippi and Pacifie Railroad 
located on or near North latitude 32 degrees ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Fannin, the following proviso 
was annexed to the bill: i PAE 

* Provided, that this Company shall not be entitled to any 
money now in the Treasury, as a loan from the State of ‘Texas, 
unless hereafter granted by Legislative Act.” 

Mr Allen moved to amend by adding: 

“« Provided, that no patent shall issue, or title finally vest in 
said lands located by virtue of said certificates, for grading, until 
the completion of twenty-five miles of said road.” 

Mr McCulloeh offered the following as a substitute for Mr 
Allen’s amendment: 

* Provided, no title shall be permanently vested in the Com~ 
‘pany or their assignees, to the land granted for the grading, as 
contemplated in this Act, until 25 miles of said road has been 
completed and put in running order ” 

Mr Weatherford moved to amend the substitute by striking 
out “95” and inserting “10”—lost and the substitute adopted. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinu, Hord, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, 
Millican, Palmer, Pirkey Potter, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of F, 
Taylor, of Houston, Weatherford, White and Wren—22. ` 

Nays—Messrs Whitaker and Burroughs—8. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
of the appointment of Messrs Smith, of Harris, Williams, of 
Lamar, Junker, Dancy, and Darden, of Gonzales, a select com- 
mittee to act in conjunction with a like committee from the Sen- 
ate, on the memorial of Gen. Thos. J. Chambers. 

On motion of Mr Doane, the Senate adjourned till 10 A, M. 


to-morrow. 


- Saturpay, Jan. 12th, 1856. 


The Senate was called to order by the President. pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of C P Flake, referred to the 
committee on private land claims no. 2. a 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of John C Sheffield— 
referred to the committee on private land claims no. 2,. `> 

And the petition ‘of the officers and members of Lodge No. 
38, of the I. O. O. F.—referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 
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Mr Lott presented the petition of Elvira Hatlass—referretod 
the committee on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, presented the petition of Sewell Bronw 
and others for a Railroad Charter, referred to the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

Mr White presented the petition of Alvah Fitzpatrick, refer- 
red to the committee on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr Whitaker, chairman of the committee on private land 
claims no. 2, made the following report: 

The committee on private land claims no. 2, have examined 
the petition of Martin Clarke, and find that the petitioner is the 
son and sole surviving heir of Mary Sinith, deceased, one of the 
early emigrants to ‘Vexas. That said Mary Smith was the 
mother of three illigitimate children—that she endured the suf- 
ferings and privations incidental to the early settlements of 
Texas; and was the head of a family prior to the declaration 
of Texian Independance. The question now arises whether or 
not she was entitled to a headright of land nnder the coloniza- 
tion laws of Mexico—a qnestion which the committee will not 
undertake to determine, hence they present the facts with the 
accompanying bill for the consideration of the Senate. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mary Smith, deceased— 
read first time. 
` The committee on private land claims no. 2, have considered 
the petition of W © C Lynch, administrator of Margaret Cul-. 
bertson, deceased, and. find from the proof, that said Margaret 
emigrated with her family in 1837, to Texas, they therefore 
report the accompanying bill and recommend its passage. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Margaret Culbertson, dee’d. 
—read first time. 

The committee on private land claims no. 2, have had before 
them the petition of Powhattan Archer, and present the accem- 
panying bill for his relief. ; 

A bill for the relief of Powhattan Archer—read first time. 

Mr Truit, from the committee on private land claims no. 1, to 
which was referred the petition of Jane Finch, referred the same 
back, recommending its rejection. 

Mr Millican, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges 
and Ferries, madè the following report : 

The committee to which was referred a bill, granting to Benj 
T Duval the privilege of establishing a Ferry on the Neches 
river, and to protect his Mill from back water, have considered 
the same, and a majority of said committee „instruct me to re- 
port, that from the evidence before them, they are satisfied thut 
said Duval has erected a fine flouring and saw mill, upon said 


_ 882 


Neches river, at great expense, and that it is a suitable place 
for a ferry, being upon the public road leading from Palestine, 
in Anderson County, to Tyler in Smith County. A majority of 
the committee are of the opinion that it is right and proper to 
protect said Duval in the enjoyment of his property, and to 
grant him the privilege prayed for—they therefore instruct me 
to report the bill back, and recommend its passage. 

Mr Hill, chairman of the committee on claims and accounts, 
to which was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry 
Whitney, reported a substitute therefor, recommending its adop- ` 
tion and passage. l 

Mr Hill, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which was 
referred a bill to define the Ist judicial district, and fix the 
times of holding courts therein, reported the same back, and 
recommended its passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the Neches River 
Causeway Company, reported the same back, recommending sit 
passage. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on public lands, made the -fot 
lowing reports: a 

The committee on public lands, have examined the petition fo 
C. R. Perry, asking for one league of land less 640 acres, rfo 
being wounded en the 12th of August, 1844, in a batile whit 
the Comanche Indians. It appears from the evidence, that the 
petitioner has received his headright, bounty warrant, &:, and 
640 acres of land by an act of the Legislature at its last session. 
A majority ofthe committee therefore, believe that the prayer of 
the petitioner should not be granted, and hence return the peti— 
tlon, recommending its rejection. 

The committee on public lands have considered a bill for the 
relief of the Fowler Institute and Chappel Hill College, and your 
committee are satisfied that both Institutions are entitled to con- 
sideration, and that a few leagues of land could not be given to 
better purposes, than that of aiding those whe are actually en- 
gaged in establishing respectable institutions of learning. But 
as the committee are not advised ef any facts that make these 
an exception to ether institutions of the same character, they 
have instructed me to report the same back, without recommen- 
dation or rejection, a 

The committee on public lands have had before them a bill 
for the relief of Hon, Jackson Bell, for seven leagues of land 
under contract, order of survey é&c., dated after the closing of the 
Laad Office. A majority of the committee are reluctant to give 
an opinion pro or con the relief sought, but instruct me to reptor 
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the bill with the evidence back to the Senate, and ask its refer— 
ence to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr Pirkey the rule was suSpended, and the re- 
port taken up and adopted, 

` Mr Taylor. of Cass, chairman of the committee on public debt, 
made the following report: 

The committee on public debt have examined a bill to re-open 
the Auditorial Board, and after due consideration of the same, 
have determined that itis the policy of the State, to extend the 
old act for ascertaining the liabilities of the late Republic. From 
the hest information within reach of the committee, there is not 
more than fifty or sixty thousand dollars out-standing against the 
State. This amount is for services and supplies, and no doubt 
the greater portion belongs to the heirs of deceased persons, 
who from some cause have been unable to present them. We 
think that no government should bar any just claim, and espe— 
cially those due her own citizens. Those cases must be re- 
lieved by a re-opening of the Board, or by special legislation. 
Of the two, the former is by far preferable, and in accordance 
with our views, we herewith report a substitute for the bill, and 
recommend its adoption and passage. 

On motion of Mr Wren, the vote on the final passage of a bill 
for the relief of Mrs. E. Crockett, was reconsidered, and the bill 
amended by adding, whereas the said Elizabeth Crockett now re- 
sides on the Pacific Railroad reserve. and wishes to remain there- 
on ; therefore, she is hereby authorized to locate and survey 320 
acres of land within said reserve, which shall be patented asif no 
such reserve existed. The bill was then read 3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Hill, a bill supplementary to an act toin- 
corporate the town of LaGrange, in the county of Fayette; was 
taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rnle was suspended, bill read sec— 
ond time, and passed to a third reading, the rule further sus— 
pended, bill read third time, and passed. 

Mr Guinn moved that all the bills reported from the House, 
and now on the President’s table, be taken up and acted upon ; 
carried. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs at law of Wm. P. King; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule, was suspended, bill read 
soco time, and referred to committee on private land claims, 

0. 2, 

A bill to incorporate the town ef Linden, in the county of * 
Cass ; read first time, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the 


ule being suspended, read second time, and passed to a third 
Teading. 
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On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was further snspended, 
bill read third time and passed. ` ~ | 

A bill to change the name of Julius Valentine Cook to that.. 
of Richard Valentine Cook; read first time. On motion of 
Mr Russell the rule was suspended, bill read second time,.and 
referred to committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize and require the county of Brazoria, to es- 
tablish, discontinue, and regulate public and private roads in | 
said county, and to cause public reads and bridges to be con— 
structed and kept in good repair; read first time. On motion 
of Mr Bryan the rule was suspended, bill read second time and 
passed to a third reading, 

Mr Bryan then moved the farther suspension of the rule, 
which being carried, the bill was read third time and passed. ~ 

A bill to authorize and require certain suits pending in the — 
counties of Hill and Ellis, to be transferfed to the county of 
Johnsou ; read first time. On motion of Mr Weatherford the | 
rule was suspended, bill read second time, and referred to com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. l 

A bili to authorize A, F. Leonard to construct a bridge and 
erect a mill on the West Fork of Trinity River; read first time. 
On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was suspended, bill read sec- 
ond time, and referred to committee on roads, bridges, and 
ferries. - . i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees, of 
W.F. Allison, deceased; read first time. On motion of Mr 
Guinn the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and passed 
to a third reading. . 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time, and passed. . 

A bill for the relief of Geo. W. Shelton; read Ist time, and 
on motion of Mr Russell, the rule being suspended, raad 2nd 
time and referred to the committes on public lands. 

A bill requiring the Commission of the General land office, to 
perform certain duties therein mentioned ; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended, bill read 
2nd time and referred to the eommittee on public lands. 

A bill to authorize the Assessor and Collector of Tarrant 
coutity to collect the taxes assessed in the former territory of Tar- 
rant county, (now Parker county) and pay over the same to the 
county treasurer ofsaid Parker county; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2nd time and referred to the committee on finance. _ 

A bill for the relief of James W. Taylor ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was- suspended, bill read 
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second time and referred to the committee on pri vate land claims 
no. 2. l 

- A bill to provide for the erection and furnishing of a Fire- 
proof building to be used as a getieral land office “for the State 
of Texas ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Russell, the rule was suspended, bill read 
Ond time and referred to ilie. committee on publie buildings. 

A. bill to remove the land office ofthe Milam land District, 
from Cameron in Milam county, to Belton in Bell county ; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr Armstrong moved the further suspension of the rule—car- 
ried, and bill | read third time and passed. 

A bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the Sulphur fork 
turnpike company; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and passéd to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Pirkey, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald— 
well, Doane, Fl anagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, 
Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, ' Pedigo . Pirkey, Potter, 
Russel, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren—2T. 

Nars—None, 


A bill to provide for the aa and transfer ofa portion 


ofthe Archives of Bexar county; read first time. 


-@u wotion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and referred to the committee on State uffairs. 

A bill to establish the Western boundary line of Tyler county 
—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr Pedigo moved the further suspension of the rale—eartied, 
and the bill was read third time and passed. 

A bill to create and organize the 18th Judicial District and 
define the times of ho! ding courts therein; read first time. 

On motion of Mr McCull och, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and ‘referred to the J udiciary committee. 

A bill to define the 4th Judicial District and prescribe the 
times of holding courtstherein; read ist time. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was suspended, bill feu 
2nd time and referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to establish the 19th Judicial — 
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District and fix the time of holding courts therein; read first 
. and second times and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the report of the committee on 
public debt, on the petition of Samuel Swartwout and others, 
. was taken up, and the | 

Bill for the relief of Samuel Swartwout and others, reported 
by the committee, was read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A message wag received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill, originating in the House, 
for the relief of Thomas D. Cayce and Sarah White. | 

Mr Allen, choirman ef the committee on enrolled bills, report- 
ed as correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day presented 
to the Governor: 

A bill to provide for the payment of six companies of mounted 
volunteers that were mustered into the service of the State of 
Texas, on the first day of November, 1854, under a requisition 
of Brevt Major General Persifer F. Smith, and to pay the ex- 
penses incurred by said company. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported correctly engrossed 

A bill to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Rail- 
way Company. And l 

À bill donating one league of land to Mrs Elizabeth Crockett. 

Mr Martin presented the petition of Nedom Thomason; re~- 
ferred to the committee on publie lands. - 

On motion of Mr Maveriek the report ọf the select committee 
on the bill for the relief of the heirs of Benj. R. Milam, offering 
a substitute therefor, was taken up, and the substitute adopted. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved to strike out “10” and insert 
TE o 

On motion of Mr McDade, the bill was made the special or- 
der of the day for Saturday the 19th inst. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the bill for the relief of Arthur 
G. Wavil, was made a special order for the same time. 

On motion of Mr Martin, a bill for the relief of Geo. Peer- 
man, was taken up—read and ordered.tg be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. l 

A (House) bill for the relief of Thomas. D, Cayce and Sarah 
White; read, first time. | a | 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, bill | 
read second time and referred to the committee on claims and 
accounts. | S 
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On motion of Mr Caldwell, the report of the committee on 
counties and county boundaries, ona bill to create the county 
of Cibolo, offering a substitute therefor, was taken up, read, and 
the substitute adopted. 

Mr McCulloch moved to insert in the blank, the “Ist Mon- 
day in April ’—carried. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. - 

On motion of Mr Doane, the rule was further apaia bill 
read third time and passed, by the following vote: 

Yras—Mesgsrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flana— 
gan, Grimes, McCul loch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, ' Pirkey, 
Potter, Scarborough, Superveile, Truit, Weatherford, White and 
Wren—18: 

Nays—Messrs. Guinn, Palmer, Russell, Taylor of Houston, 
and Whitaker—5. 

` On motion of Mr Allen, a bill confirming the title of certain 
pre-emption settlers in Peter’s Colony, wag taken up, read third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, a bill for the relief of E. M. Thom- 
ason and others, was taken up, read third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr Doane,a bill forthe relief of Stevenson 
Archer, was taken up and the amendmenits reported by the com- 
mittee on Finance, adopted. 

_ The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

_ On motion of Mr Weatherford, the rule was suspended, bill 
“read third time and passed, 

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
a bill to authorize the commissioner of the General land office 
to issue a certificate to George Peerman, correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock, Monday morning. 


“ae January 14th, 1856. 
| The Senate wascalled to order by the President, pursuant to 
| adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called í quorum pres- 
ent. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, presented the petition of S. A. White— 
referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of the citizens of the town of 
Lagrange, asking the passage of a law to prohibit the sale of ar- 
dent spirits in said town; referred to the committee on the State 
affairs. 

Mr Allen presented the petition of the citizens of Grayson 
county; referred to the committee on on public lands. 
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Mr Grimes chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
the following report: ies 

The committee on Finance, have had under consideration the 
petition of James Rogers asking to be allowed and paid the dif- 
ference in value between the promissory notes of the late Repub- 
lic of Texas, which he received in payment for a tract of land 
containing one thousand three hundred and twenty-two anda 
half acres, which was selected and condemned for the location 
of the seat of Government, under the provisions of an act passed 
the 23d of March 1839, and par funds. The committee have 
examined the original deed from the Republic of Texas to James 
Rogers; also the report of the Commissioners who were appoint- 
ed in virtue of said act to value the lands selected, from which 
report, it appeared that the tract belonging to James Rogers was 
valued at three dollars per acre. Bartlet Sims and B. M. Clop- 
ton, two of the Commissioners certify that ‘the valuation was 
made jn par funds. This testimony is supported by the certifi- 
cates of two respectable citizens personally known to some of 
your committee—James H. Gillespie who was present at the 
time the land was valued, and J. M Long Deputy clerk of Bas- 
trop county at the time, and that the whole matter came under 
his especial notice, Both certify that the valuation was made 
in par funds. From the certificate of the Auditor, it appears 
that James Rogers received three thosand nine hundred and 
sixty-seven dollars ($3,967 00) in the promissory notes of the 
Republic (Red Backs,) which payment was made on the 4th day 
of February 1840, when the promissory notes were worth in 
the market about thirty or thirty-three cents on the dollar. We 
have the certificate of the Auditor and Comptroller, that the 
issues of Treasury notes of that date, have been valued under the 
scaling law at twenty-five cents on the dollar. It is within the 
recollection of some of the committee that the Treasury notes 
depreciated rapidly about that time, and that during the latter 
part of that year 1840, that they were current at six dollars in 
the promissory notes of one dollar in par funds. 

It appears from the records in the Comptrollers office that 
there has been received into the Treasury from the sales of Aus- 
tin City Lots, the sum of $307,252 04, to wit: $240,306 89 in 
promissory notes and $66,944 15 in par funds. i 

This is the proceeds of the sales of the entire city tracts con- 
sisting of four, thirds of league tracts, one fraction of 138224 acres, 
and two labors, a part of which was valued at $3,50 per acre 
and a part at $3,00. Your committee have concluded to report 
the facts as presented to them with the accompanying bill for 
the consideration of the Senate, with the additional remarks ; 
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that should any one of his original owners of Austin City tract 
obtain the relief prayed for by James Rogers, all the others would 
be entitled to the same consideration. 

A bill for the relief of James Rogers; read first time. 

Mr Hill from the committee ou private land claims, no. 1, 


- madé the foll [lowing reports ; 


‘The committee on private land claims no. 1, have considered 
the petition of Thomas Bell and find that said Bell was engaged 
in the service of Texas in 1835, and entered the town of Bexar 


between the 5th and 10th of December 1835 under Col. Milam, 


and assisted in the conquest ef that place. The committee are 
satisfied that he has not received either his bounty or donation 
land for said service, and have therefore instructed me to report 
the aceompanying bill for his relief. recommending its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bell; read first time, 

The committee on private land claims no. 1, have considered 
the petition of Hamilton Ledbetter, asking for an augmentation 
head-right of three hundred and twenty acres, and find that said 
Ledbetter emigrated to Texas in 1839, and settled in Victoria 
county’ he brought his negroes and personal property with him 
and made a crop, “when he returned to Tennessee and brought 
his family into the same county in April 1840; that he has re- 
ceived a grant of 320 acres, and now claims an augmentation 
grant of 320 acres. The committee are satisfied that under the 


laws of emigration he was entitled to 640 acres, of which he 


only received 320, and that according to all legislative precedent, 
he is entitled to the relief sought, and instruct me to report the 
accompanying bill for his relief and recommended its passage, 

A bill for the relief of Hamilton Ledbetter; read first time. 

Mr Potter chairman of the Judiciary committee, to whom was 
referred a bill to incorporate the Gonzales Lodge No. 38 of the 
I. O. O. F.; reported the same back with amendments, recom- 
mending the adoption of the amendments and passage of the 
bill. 

AMENDMENTS. 


Ist. In Sec. Ist, strike out the words, “ Senate and House of 
Representatives,” and insert “ Legisl ature.” 

2d. In 3d line, same section strike out “in Legislature con 
vened.” 

3d. Strike out the words “be it farther enacted, ” wherever 
they occur in the bill. 

Ath. In 4th Section, strike out all after the word “name,” 
in the 4th line. 

Sth. Strike ont the 7th Section, and in lieu thereof, insert: 
And that this act shall take effect and be in force from and after 
Me passage, - 
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Mr Pirkey from the committee on public lands, made the 
following reports: : 

T'he committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of James White, beg leave to report that the only evi- 
dence of his citizenship, is a certificate from the General Land. 
Office, that he received 1280 acres of land for services in the 
army from the 4th day of June 1836, until the {7th day of Oc- 
tober 1837; this only proves that the applicant came here as a 
soldier, served as a soldier and received his pay as a soldigx, and 
the absence of proof that he continued longer or become a eit- 
izen, satifies the minds of the committee that having discharged 
his duties as a soldie: and received his pay, he returned to his 
friends in the States satisfied, and they think he ought to con- 
tinue so. I am therefore instructed to recommend the rejection 
of the claim. 

The committee on public lands, have considered the petition 
of John P. Smith, for land as a citizen, and find that said Smith 
served in the army from the 23d of May 1836 until thé 23d of 
November 1887, for which he received his bounty land. The 
committee believe that the mere fact that he served in the army 
during this period does not under the law entitle him to a head- 
right; that those coming to the country within said period had 
to become citizens and have a continuous residence for three 
years to entitle them to a head-right. | 

The committee therefore return the petition and recommend | 
its rejection. ; f | 

The committee on public lands, have examined the petition | 
of the heirs of Wm. Perry Moore, and find that said Moore, en- | 
tered the service of the State of Texas, as a soldier on-the 30th | 
day of Jan’y 1836, and continued in the same to the 16th day | 
of May 1837, and that he never received a head-right for land. | 
He being a single man, the committee think him entitled to one | 
third of a league and therefore report the accompanying bill for | 
his relief, recommending its passage. i | 

A bill for the reliefof Wm. Perry Moore; read first time. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, made the following report: | 

The Select committee, to which was referred the petition of | 
Thomas P. Ailes and Mary L. Lovett, heirs of John F. Ailes for | 

~ relief, have had the same under consideration and find the facts | 
as follows. | | 

On the 22d of April 1836, Baily Hardeman Secretary of the 
Treasury,drewa bill of exchange npon Col. Robert Triple, | 
of New Orleans, La., agent for the Republic of Texas, payable 
to the order of J. F. Ailes for the sum of $5,000 in considera- 
tion for the Boat Cayuga, purchased for the Republic of Texas] 
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said exchange stipulated for the payment of ten per cent per 
annum interest from the 20th day of January 1836. The prin- 
cipal has long since-been paid and the petitioners now claim 
the interest. The committee are of opinion that the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury had no anthority to contract for the payment 
of interest; and that the claim is not embraced in that class 
upon which the Government has heretofore allowed interest. 
The committee determine that to grant the relief prayed, would 
be without precedent and unanthorized by law. 

I am therefore instructed to report said petition back to 
the- Senate and to recommend its rejection. 

Mr White, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report : 

The minority report of the undersigned from the Committee. 
on Public Lands, to which was referred a bill to be entitled an 
act concerning the return of surveys, and to repeal an act en» 
titled an act to passed Feb, 5th, 1853, 
with respect dissenting from that made by the majority—sub— 
mits the following for the consideration of the Senate : 

* The nndersigned entertain the belief that the Act of the 5th 
of February, A. D. 1852, in its operation, worked evils remote 
from the object ofits passage, and failed to accomplish the bene- 
fits anticipated. and designed by its enactment. It seems to have 
been the policy of this Act to suppress fraud by couspelling the 
presentation of all the ontstandirg liabilities of the State for lo- 
cation ofland. ‘The evil sought to be remedied, was that of 
holding several surveys or tracts of land with one certificate ; 
and it was believed that by requiring the certificate holder to 
return his field notes to the Land Office by a certain day, it 
would close the door to this frand. Plausible as this may at 
first sight have appeared, attending circumstances prevented its 
working out that justice which was contemplated. Had each 
owner been a lawyer, with the right to select and to survey his 
own land, such a requisition might have been properly made ; 
or had it been the custom for each locator to attend to the loca— 
tion and survey of his own land, the Act in qnestion would 
have had a more equitable operation. Such, however, was not 
the case. ‘The locations had to be made far ont on the frontier. 
There never was a time when the certificates could be located ` 
Within the territory redeemed from marauding Indians; and 
when an individual could make a single location with safety 
and advantage. Hence the custom was, to employ agents who 
for the sake of high wages, would undertake te locate certificates 
as a business; and by having a great number to locate, could 
afford to leave home for a long time, and prepare for the danger, 
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and difficulties to be encountered in the uncivilized woods.— 
Thus, the industrious, the old, the weak, the widow and orphan, 
were forced to employ these agents or land jobbers to make 
their locations. These locations were often and perhaps univer- 
sally made without the knowledge of the party interested, and 
while the State undertook to provide officers to make and retarn 
these surveys, and the rules of the Land ofice prevented pat- 
ents from being obtained without a power of attorney, there was 
a security for this mode of business; and if the Legislature of 
1852 had manifested the sane zea] to compel her officers to do 
their duty as it did in requiring owners of located certificates 
to do that which was not their duty, the frauds which they en. 
deavored to remedy might have been prevented instead of 1n- 
creased ; and the honest, hard working owner would not have 
‘been deprived of his rights by the misguided policy and mad 
zeal of the State. ‘That it was the imperative duty of survey- 
‘ors to return all field notes to the General Land Office, no one 
can deny—who examined the 9th Section of the Act of 1837, 
and the 4th Section of the Act of January, 1841—see Hartley’s 
Digest, Articles 1845 and 2024. It is also obvious to every one, 
that the owner could not practice fraud on the public domain 
without the connivance of the surveyor. His duty is clearly de- 
fined. He could make no file except upon a genuine certificate, 
and to have prevented fraud in locations, in case of conditional 
and unconditional certificates, only required instructions to the 
surveyor, that an unconditional certificate could not be filed un. 
less accompanied with the conditional. This would have pre. 
vented the location of two tracts with the same certificate, and | 
the object of the Legislature would have been accomplished 
without Injustice to any one. a 

The Act under consideration, evidently worked injustice in | 
more than one respect. In the first place, it offered a reward » 
to surveyors for a dereliction of duty ; for, thereby, all surveys 
which it was their duty to return would be forfeited, by the 
. non-performance of this duty, and thus open a new field for 
speculation to be cultivated and enjoyed by the combined cu- 
pidity and capital of surveyors and professional land locators. 

Thus, the honest and unsuspecting husbandman, t..e widow 
and orphan, were stripped of their rights, and in many instan 
ces reduced to penury and want, while State officials and lord- 
ly, sharp-sighted and close—calculating land-locators gloated 
over and fattened upon their losses, thus cruelly and tyranicaly 
filched from them by a rule of action prescribed by the Su- 
preme power of the State, commanding what is right and 
prohibiting what is wrong. The histor) of the 31st of August 
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affords sufficient evidence ef the cruel havoc and fatal opera- 
tion of the Actin question—and the history may be read in 
one sentence: ‘Speculators slept at the doors of the land 
officers to be ready at the hour of midnight: and when the aus- 
_picious and long—looked for moment arrived, which in its silent 
and dark passage, by legal enactme:it, hushed the still, soft 
voice of honesty and justice—they e.tered, and to their sur— 
| prise found, that the surveyor had already made the choice 
files or locations.” In another respect, this law worked an evil, 
by favoring the speculator and despoiling the party who should 
have been the object of legislative care and’ protection. 
| The undersigned beg leave to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the unconstitutionality of the Act under consideration. 
Regardless of the obligation o1 contracts, it seems to dispose of 
rights which to the undersigned, appear to have been vested. 
An examination of the subject, shows that Texas, ina time of 
need, proposed to all who would accept her terms, that for ser- 
vices in the army or for citizenship, she would give a certain 
| portion of land. For example, she proposed to give for three 
| months service 320 acres of land, to be selected out of anv of 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


the public domain. By the act of 1837, she appointed officers 
to carry ont her contract. She made it the duty of her sur- 
veyors to survey; approve and return the field notes of all _ 
surveys to the General Land Office. The soldier accepted the 
proposition, rendered the service and performed all his part of 
the obligation. Thus the soldier acquired a floating right to 
320 acres of land, together with the right to designate it. He 
also received from the officer acting on behalf of the Governs 
ment a certificate, showing the performance on his part, and 
acknowledging the indebtedness on the part of the Goveinment. 
This certificate, in the opinion of the undersigned, is under 
our laws, an incomplete perfect right in contradistinction to 
an inchoate right, or an obligation commenced and not per— 
formed on either part. | 
_ By an act of February 5th, 1841, the State provided that the 
| Night of property vested by the location and made it sufficient 
title to recover possession or damage for trespass. The prop- 
erty by this act became a vested right; and the certificate and 
location or survey were sufficient evidence of title. To perfect 
the right of property, however, the surveyor on the part of the 
State, had to make the survey and to return the field notes to 
the General Land Office; and thereupon the commissioner, ane 
other functionary of the State, issued the patent—the ultimate 
evidence of title. From this it appears that the only steps tote 
taken by the soldier in perfecting his title, were to perform the 
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service and to designate the lind: the other steps were to be ta- 
ken by the State. The question then is, can the Legislature 
void and nullify a right which has vested ina citizen for a 
breach of condition on her part? Certainly not. The question 
then arises, if after the right of property has been acquired and 
nothing is wanting buta different degree of evidence to perfect 
the title, and that degree of evidence is dependent npon certain 
acts of the State, can the owner be reasonably and constitu- 
tionally deprived of that right on aceount of the non-perform- 
ance of those acte on the part of the State? This question ad- 
mits of none other than the simple answer, no. It follows then, 
that the soldier had a vested floating right upon the public do- 
main by virtue of his certificate. When he made his file or lo- 
cation, he had a vested right in the particular lands designated.— 
The conclusion then, is irresistable, that the aet under considera- 
tion, in declaring locations and surveys null and void, if the 
field notes thereof were not returned to the General land office, 
in a given time, forfeited rights which were vested. And why 
forsooth? Simply because she had failed to perform her part 
of the contract by perfecting the right -of property, fully and 
clearly vested in the soldier and locator, by a strict compliance 
on his part, with all the conditionsimposed. If there be sucha 
yhing as despotism or tyrany in Jegislation in this boasted land 
of liberty, itis where the Government and her citizens being 
parties to a reciprocal contractthe former acts in bad faith and 
inconsistent with fair dealing with the latter, and legislates for 
her own interest, regardless and in utter deprivation of ‘rights 
which she has vested in her citizens; and a more aggravated 
and flagrant instance of the kind cannot be found in the annals 
of the legislation of a free country than that which resulted 
from the passage of the act of 10th Feb. 1852. i 

To illustrate the iniquitous operation of this act,—suppose a 
locator files upon land and a dispute arises as to its vacancy.— 
Before the survey is made. he is sued and the surveyor en- 
joined. Pending the suit, this act operates—limitation thereby 
runs and the right of location expires ; becomes, in the language 
of this despotic law, “null and void.” The plaintiffthen has an 
equal showing with himself to save the location of land which 
but a few days before was vested in him by law. Some Texas 
lawyers assert that an entry cannot be made for breach of con- 
dition without inquisition of office; but a Texas Legislature 
authorizes an entry when the conditions have been- -performed 
by the party ousted. In the illustrations cited, suppose the lo- 
cator brings suit and the defendant continues the case until the 
limitation runs. ‘The plaintif must suffer a non-suit; for al- 
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though he re-enters, his right under the first location has termin- 
ated by limitation, and the re-entry avails him nothing in his 
cause, because he cannot maintain an action on a right acquired 
subsequently to the institution of suit, 

The constitutionality of the Act under consideration has not 
been determined by the Supreme Court, but even if that tribu- 
nal had passed upon it as a nullity, the undersigned would be 
unwilling to have on our Statute book, an Act unrepealed, which 
is so unWise and anti-republican in its conception, so impolitic 
and unreasonable in its passage and so unjust and iniquitous in 
its operation, -> Respectfully submitted; 

l S. A. WHITE. 

Mr Taylor, chairman of the committee on public debt to 
which was referred a billfor the relief of Eli Hart, reported the 
same back, and recommended its passage. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, Chairman of the committee on private 
land claims no. 1, made the following report: 

The committee on private land claims no. 1, to which was 
referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of Dawosn Chariton, 
deceused, would respectiully report that from the evidence ad- 
duced before them, it appears that said Charlton emigrated to 
Texas in the year 1839, with the intention of becoming a citizen, 
ahat he did become a citizen, and performed all the duties be- 
onging to him as such, until the time of his death which oc- 
curred some two years after his arrival. -Your committee have 
therefore instructed me to report back said bill to the Senate 
and recommend its passage. 
| Mr Caldwell offered the following resolution : l 
| Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Senate that no claim 
‘for land or money asked for in the form of relief shall be grant- 
ied unless the party so applying can satisfactorily aecount for 
his long delay, and not then unless he can show such delay was | 
not owing to his own laches, and in all applications for land, 
the proof shall not only be as full as that made before the board 
of Land Commissioners, but this body will not examine its 
equity Unless the party can show some especial service rendered 
the country during the revolution—the various committees are 
requested to govern themselves accordingly. 
| On motion of Mr Hill the resolution was laid on the table 
luntil to-morrow. 
| Mr Martin introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs and 
assignees of John B Webb—read first and second times and 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. | 
| Mr White introduced a bili concrning the acknowledgement 
of deeds, and amendatory of Article 2974 of Hartleys’ Digest 
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of the laws of T’exas—read first and second times and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Allen introdnced a bill to make valid certain surveys 
therein named—read first and second times and referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. . 

Mr Truit presented the petition of John E English, and that 
of Baley English; both referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims, No 1. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had concurred in the Senate’s amendments to 
the bill to provide for a special election for Judge of the Ist 
Judicial District, and had passed the following bills originating 
in the Senate. | 

A. bill to establish and incorporate a literary institution un- 
der the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual 
Conference, located at or near the townof Gilmer, Upsur county, 

A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red River Railway 
Company, and supplemental to the several Acts incorporating 
said Company, with amendments. - . o 

A bill to amend an Act supplemental to an Act to establish 
and incorporate the Galveston, Houston and Henderson Rail- 
road Company, also with amendments. 

Mr Russell from the committee on Engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, a bill for the relief of LS Hargus, H R W 
Hill, G B Lamar and Sam’l Swartwout; a bill to create the 
county of Cibolo, and a bill forthe relief of Stevenson Arche 
and John H Cole. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the same committee, reported a bil 
making appropriations for the improvement of the navigation 
of the rivers of the State, correctly engrossed. > 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, introduced a bill to incorporate the Jef- 
ferson and Dangerfield Railroad Company ; read first and sec- 
ond times and referred to the committee on Internal Improve 
ments, 

Mr Potter introduced a bill to amend the 1st Section of a 
Act entitled an Act defining the duties of State Treasurer, ap 
proved March 19, 1846; read first and second times and re 
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a bill amending and supplementary 
to an Act to establish the Galveston, Houston and Henderson 
Railroad Company, was taken up and the amendments reportet 
from the House concurred in by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Guinn, Hill, Lott, Maverick 
Millican, Palmer, Potter, Russell, Superviele, Taylor, of Cast’ 
Taylor, of Fannin, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford 
Whitaker, White and Wren—19. 
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Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs and Martin—3. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Houston, a bill granting to B. 
T, Duval the privilege of establishing a ferry on the Neches 
river, and to protect his mills from back-water,” was taken up 
and amended by adding Section 5th, that this Act take effect 
from and after its passage, and striking out in 2d Section, sixth 
line, the word “ five” and inserting “ two,” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Ən motion of Mr Taylor, of Houston, the rule was suspended, 
bill.read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yxuas—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Guinn, Hill, 
Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Russell, 
Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, Taylor, of H., 
Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren—21. 

Nays—Mr Bryan—1. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report : 
JOINT RESOLUTION. 

Bett Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That 
our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Represen~ 
tatives be requested— 

ist. To use all honorable means to extend the time for the 
naturalization of foreigners to twenty one years. l 
_ 2d. That they use their best exertions to procure a modifica- 
tion of the laws relating to emigration, so as not to permit the 
| landing on our shores of any emigrant unless said emigrant 
_ bears with him or them the certificate of our Consul abroad, as 
| to their good character. 
| 8d. That they use their best endeavors to prevent the pas- 
| sage of any law by Congress, making grants of Jand to unnatu- 
| ralized foreigners. 
| Ath. That they oppose the organization of any Territorial 
| Government, which allows unnaturalized foreigners to vote. 
| Commirten Room, 
| January 11th, isse. | 
| To the Hon. H. R. Runnels, President of the Senate : 
| The Committee on State Affairs, te whom was referred the 
| Joint Resolution of Instrustion and Request to the Senators and 
| Representatives of this State in the Congress of the United 
| States, requiring of them a certain course upon the legislation 
| of the Federal Government, with regard to persons of foreign 
| birth, having considered the propositions contained in the said 
Resolution, have instructed me to report to the Senate: 
| _dhat considering the state of parties in the country, and the 
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main questions in dispute between them, it is fairly inferred 
that the present resolution is intended to be an embodiment of 
one of the doctrines of the so called American Party. Every 
principle stated in the resolution has been advocated by tha 
party, and combatted by the Democracy. 

What should be our legislative action towards persons of 
foreign birth, has been fairly tendered as an issue by the A me- 
rican Party, and this Committee, on the part of the Democracy, 
willingly accept it. i 

Before we enter upon a discussion of the Resolution, it will 
be proper to settle the meaning of the terms used therein. It 
is but just to the author of the Joint Resolution to suppose that 
he uses the term naturalization in the same sense in which the 
American Party uses it, and that is, that the naturalization of a 
foreigner by the Congress of the United States, carries with it 
the right of voting. The term naturalization has.no such 
meaning. In every enlightened country, Foreigners are natur- 
alized, but when we come to examine the quaiification required 
of voters, we find that other and different laws prescribe them. 
Nowhere are women allowed to vote, yet, they may be netu: 
alized. So with minors. In seme countries a man must be 
white, in others he may be of any color, and these, and other 
qualifications are prescribed by every State at its pleasure.— 
Naturalization nowhere coufers the right of voting, It is to be 
presumed that the framers of our Federal Constitution used the 
werd in its legal and proper sense. The power of the - Federal 
Government is limited strictly to the expressions of its Consti- 
tution. There has always been a partyin the United States 
which desired to make the Federal Government strong, and 
whose ideas if acted upon would consolidate the States. One of 
the most dextrous feats of that party, by whatever name called 
has been to construe the terms in the Constitution giving power 
to Congress, to mean more than they do mean, aud to inelude 
something that they were never intended to inciude. Thus the 
“ power to regulate commerce” is foreed to mean “ regulate 1n- | 
tercourse.” ‘lo coin money includes the power to print money 
and the power of naturalization that of the regulation of the 
elective frahchise. [t iseasy to perceive that this sort of con- 
struction would rob the States ofall their powers, and the Fed- 
eral Government would become a central tyranny. 

It is the highest duty of a Legislature to be watchful for the 
rights of the State; every encroachment upon the most minor of 
these should he promptly arrested. But the right of a State to 
regulate absolutely the elective franchise within its limits, 18 
nota right of minor importance. But one the surrender of 


B49 

which, involves the surrender of its independence, For once 

allow Congress to say who shail and who shall pot vote in a 
Sie: from that moment, Congress has but to exercise its pow- 
er to control its elections, and reduce the State to be a mere 
county of the Government. If there were still a doubt as to 
whether the framers of the Coustitution intended to give 
Congress: power to regulate the elective franchise within the 
States, such doubt w ould be removed by a consideration of the 
9d section of the ist article, and the Lst section of the &d article 
of that instrument. Each ‘State Shall appoint electers.of Presi- 
dent and Vice~President a such manner asthe Legislature, 
thereof may direct. And the qualifications of electors of Rep- 
resentatives ijn Congress are made the same as those required of 
electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature. 

Thes the Constitution refrains from prescribing the qualifi- 
cation of voters even for officers of the Federal Government, 
and expressiy admits that the power to do so Is left with the 
States. Andso in practice, one class of men are qualified Voters 
for electors of President of the United’ States, and for Represen- 
tatives in Congress, in one State, while the same class are not qual- 
ified voters for the same officers in another State, Congress shal l 
have power to establisha “uniform rule of naturalization : 
now, if the foreigner, by naturalization acquires a right ae 
the Constitution to vote, no State can deprive him of that right, 
or restrict it; yet every State does allow, or prohibit, as it 
pleases, any class of men from voting, This “uniform rule 
then, comes to méan one thiug ip one ‘place, and a different ae 
in another plae 

That the Gone of the United States has taken the same 
eae of this qnestion in its Constitutional bearings as that taken 

y the Committee, is evident. For during the whole period of 

ne Union, it has never attempted to exercise such a power as 
that now attempted to be thrust upen it. Not ouly so, but 
every State of this Union has vigilantly preservel this power 
to itself, and Congress has always approved their action. Each 
State in its organic law sae has to be passed npon by Con- 
gress) by its sovereign will regulates this matter. Two exam- 
ples will illustrate this. ns State of Texas Aeon a Con- 
stitution whick in Art. 2, Sec. 1, restricted the right of voting 
to natives of the United States and foreigners naturalized by that 
Government. The State of Illinois presented a Constitution 
which allowed foreigners to vote without naturalization. Hach 
of these Constitutions was approved by Congress. 

Again, the State of Texas in the 2d section of the 2d er idle 
of the Constitution extends the right of voting to persons who 
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had resided iu Texas six months preceding its_acceptance by 
Congress. These persons were, many of them, of foreign birth, 
who had never even made a declaration of intention to become 
citizens, either of the United States, or of the Republic of Texas 
yet, who will assert that they are not as legally qualified voters 
as those embraced in the first section. So far from claiming this 
right with respect to the States, Congress has recognized the 
same right in regard to the territories. In the fifth section of 
the organic act of Nebraska and Kansas, Congress has declar~ 
ed what shall be the qualifications of voters. But it is expressly 
declared that at all subsequent elections the qualifications of 
voters, and of holding office shall be prescribed by the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, and the only restriction, which is put upon the 
granting of these rights, is that they shall not be extended to 
persons who have not declared their intention to become citi- 
wens of the United States. Congress, doubtless assumed and 
exercised the right of prescribing in this instance the qualifi~ 
cation of voters at the organic election, in view of the fact that 
a large and inhabited territory was unorganized, and of course 
there was no government there to declare who should and who 
should not vote; and to organize the territory at all it was 
necessary that an election should be had and that votes should 
be given. And ifvotes were to be given it was necessary they 
should be given by some rule, Congress made this rule, but as 
if shrinking from the right to control the elective franchise of 
Territories as well as States, it was expressly declared that im- 
mediately upon an organization, the rule should cease, and the 
right should pass to the Territorial Legislature where it be= 
longed. Itis not a question for this Committee, now to con- 
sider, whether Congress did right in restricting the right of 
voting, and holding office, to those who had declared their in 
tention to become citizens of the United States, this restriction 
to be in force after the organization of the territory. Nor is it 
now a matter of enquiry whether or not Congress had a right 
to prescribe the qualifications of voters, and eligibility of offi- 
cers, even at the organic election. It is plain that at this time 
Congress went very far towards the abandonment of the exer 
cise of authority to control the elective franchise in the territo- 
ries, and for this reason the Committee approve the action of 
Congress in the Nebraska Kansas Act, and it is this principle 
in that act at which the fourth proposition of the resolution is 
aimed. If dissatisfaction is felt with that part of the Act which 
we have been discussing, ‘it is not because the Act went too 
far, but because it did not go far enough. Aside from the con- 
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stitational and inherent right of the people of the territories to 
control their elective franchise, itis absurd to say that a people 
organized ag a State can exercise that right intelligently and 
with benefit to themselves, when another people of equal intel- 
ligence and virtue, organized as a territory, cannot do so. 

The same reasoning would prove that they were not qualified 
to choose a Justice of the Peace, and they should be held in 
pupilage until numbers entitled them to the rank ofa State, 
when by this magic change in the form of their government, 
they were restored to common sense. According to this argu— 
ment, 94,033 people may be all dolts; but add to that number 
just one more, and the whole instantly become intelligent vo— 
ters. When a party, respectable for. numbers and intelligence, 
sserted that it was wrong to allow men of foreign birth to vote 
in a territory, it fairly might have been supposed that they had 
some example by which to prove that the consequence of their 
voting had been bad. The committee have been unable to as- 
certain a single example of a bad result. On the contrary, in 
the case of the terrjtories which we have been considering, the 
only troubies which have occurred, have been worked by immi- 
grants, not from foreign countries, but from American States— 
native born, who boast: an American ancestry of two centuries 
and a half tothe Plymouth rock, but who now, in contempt of 
the rights of ‘individuals, and of States, trample upon the most 
sacred laws, and audaciously proclaim upon the floor of Con- 
gress that there is no higher law than the will of their abolition 
majorities, 

If the propriety of granting land to foreigners who eome to 
this country to reside, be considered merely with reference 
to its policy, we answer that the policy is a good one. It is 
an evident fact that vacant domain produces no revenue to 
the State. Jt is also evident that land appropriated becomes 
taxable and does produce a revenue, and that revenue is in pro- 
portion to the value of the property. If the appropriated land 
be reduced to cultivation, its value is increased, and so is the 
revenue of the State. If the State makes a free gift to any 
person, native or alien, of as many acres of land as he can use, 
and he does ocetipy and use it, the State gains by the gift; and 
it is pleasant to reflect that while in this manner, the State has 
strenothened by this addition to its population and revenue at 
the same time thousands of our fellow men are made happier. 

When ill requited labor and unappreciated intellect have fled 
from the severity and oppression of foreign climes to reach a 
harbor upon our shores, with the hope that here may be allowed 
the exercise and expansion of those faculttes with which man 
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is endowed, spurn them, deprive them of the proudest right of 
man, and you will havea dejected and degraded cast in your 
midst, a fester upon the State. But. give the right to hold 
property, and most of all property real estate, confer the elec- 
` tive franchise, make them freemen, and they will be elevated 
‘and the State have good eitizens. 

The policy of Texas in grantiag lands to immigrants has always 
been liberal. From the first year of the Republic large headrights 
were offered to those who would come and settle amoug us, and 
the various Legis!atares of the State have been continually mak- 
ing grants to actual settlers of the public domain. So anxious 
was the Republic to add to its population that foreigners were 
rewarded for coming to us ia large colonies, and if objection 
can be made to immigration in its present form, when the im- 
migrants are seittered and absorbed among the natives, with 
how much greater force should such objection have applied to 
a system of colonization by the operation of which masses ot 
foreigners were congregated, and for a much longer period, 
would remain un-Americanized. Even at the last session of our 
Legislature, a law was passed extending the civil rights of 
aliens, and this law was enacted without opposition, and with 
singular unanimity. In that Legislature were many of those 
now numbered in the ranks of the American party, which had 
not then commesxced its career in this State, nor had it then 
been discovered that it was necessary to direct our legislation 
against foreigners, The committee are not prepared to say that 
all the past legislation of Texas was founded 1n folly. 

The secoud proposition of the Joint Resolution is also open 
to constitutional opjection. 

The 9th section of the Ist article of the Constitution gives to 
Congress the pawer to regulate.the migration and importation of 
persons, but that provision applies solely to the slave trade. 

in the 8th section of the same article, the power is conferred 
on Congress “ to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several States.” - Only by forcing commerce to mean 
intercourse can Congress declare who may immigrate to a State 
from foreign coun’ries, and who may migrate from one State to 
another. Here again we are admonished to adhere to the safe 
and strict rule of the construction of the Constitution. For if 
you concede to the Federal Government the right to exercise 
the power once, the principle is abandoned, and Congress has 
only to will it to prohibit any class of persons whom it chooses 
from coming to this State, or going to any other State or Terri- 
tory. - It may thus populate a Territory with whatever sort of 
population a Congressional majority may desire, and it may 
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prohibit even travelling between the different parts of the Union 
There would be nothing to prevent the establishmentin this free 
country, of the odious and despotic European system of pass- 
ports, In fact, passports, under the name of certificates from 
our Consuls, are demanded in that proposition which we are 
now discussing. 

And what qualifications have American consuls residing abroad 
of judging the character of these who may offer to migrate to this 
country. They know but little of the particular standing of 
those who reside in the same cities with themselves, and much 
| less of those who live in remote Districts. The Consul whe 
should be called on to give a certificate must do so by guess, or 
| on vouchers of irresponstble persons, or he must depend for his 

‘information upon the focal authorities of the country, Tha 
two first means of establishing reputation would hardly be re- 
commended by even the author of the Joint Resolution. The 
| last ig more objectionable still. The foreign governments being 
| able to give certificates to whom they pleased, or to withhold 
them, would have it in their power to say who should or who 
should net emigrate to the United States. We may be certain 
they would keep the better class, and let the worse go. In this 
way this country would secure to itself a monopoly of the dregs 
ofthe world, and yet the American party is clamorous fora law 
to prevent paupers and criminals from coming here, : 

This regulation would shut off those patriots who for political 
offences are compelled to fly from their native land, and among 
these are found some of the most honorable and intelligent men 
inthe world, We do not wish to see our country robbed of the 
proud right to boast that she is the asylum of the oppressed of 
all nations. We can imagine that the British Government 
would have been well pleased to have known that the case of 
Mitchell and of Meagher would have been met by such a regu- 
lation as this, and the Emperor of Austria would have rejoiced: 
to have known that this was our policy, when our government 
in unison with the wish of the people, sent a national vessel to 
rescue the patriotic political offenders of Hungary from his op- 
pression, At that time the American nation gave such a mani- . 
festation of .its feelings as- to leave no one unconvinced that the 
policy proposed in the joint resclution, is anything but an: Amer- 
ican ene, ; , 

This State enacted a law in 1850, defining on what conditions 
| all persons should immigrate to it, thereby declaring her right to. 
| legislate upon the matter. Texas having assumed and exercised _ 
the right of legislating thereon, good neighborly feeling, aoe 
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ing else, should suggest to her the impropriety of asking the 
Federal’ Government to thrust her legislation upon a sister State, 

On the grounds above set forth, the committee are of epinion 
that Legislation by the Congress of the United States on the 
above mentioned subjects, would be unconstitutional, and: fall 
of peril to the States ; that those subjects are within the exelusive 
jurisdiction of the State Governments, and further, that the 
measures proposed are of bad poliey. j l 

If, in addition to the reasoning which has brought us to these 
conelnsions, we be allowed to rely upon the authority of the 
illustrious men, who in the “earlier and purer days of our na- 
tional existence,” teok part in the management of our govern- 
ment, we would refer to the fact that the law fixing the shortest 
term of probation for naturalization which was ever passed by 
Congress,. was approved by the Father of his Country; and the 
same hand which drafted the Declaration of our Indépendence, 
(enumeratig therein as one of the charges justifying war against 
King George, that monarch’s hostility to laws for the natur- 
alization of foreigners in this country,) also signed the act sweep- 
ing the alien aud sedition laws from the Statute book. 

If it be considered appropriate to introduce Gen. Houston in 
this connection, as authority, we would refer to his course when 
President of the Republic of Texas, in executing the contracts 
for the introduction of colonies of foreigners, and still later, in 
his offering in the Senate of the United States a “ resolution in- 
structing the committee on public lands to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of granting free of charge, 160 acres of land toemi- 
grants, who were then here, or might arrive previously to the 
4th of March thereafter, with the condition that they should 
erect buildings, and clear tet acres.” r 

He “ thought that the lands could not be better disposed of, 

_than in providing homes for the necessitous citizens of our 
ceuntry, and those who may come to our'shores, requiring as- 
sistance.” te 

He boasted that this had been the policy of Texas. “To these 
people who are flocking to our shores, he wished to extend a 
welcome with real benefits,” and he “ would be rejoiced to know 
that half of our domain was given away to those who would be- 
come occupants of it. T JE 

The committee herewith report the accompanying resolutions 
as a substitute for the original resolution referred to: them, and 
they recommend their adoption. ne 

EDWARD R. HORD, Chairman. 
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All of which is respectfully submitted. 
; ELISHA E. LOTT, 
RUFUS DOANE, Committee. 
| JONATHAN RUSSELL, 

The foregoing able report has been presented to me as oneof 
the committee, to approve. | most cheerfully endorse the greater 
part of it, but must prefix to my signature the following : 

I hold, that “to establish a uniform rule of naturalization,” 
gives to Congress the right te fix the term of naturalization to 
twenty-one years, more or less. That the State only can decide 
as to the qualifications of citizenship, and control the right of 
suffrage within its limits. 

That bam not just now prepared to declare tLat Congress 
under no circumstances, not even with the consent of a State, or 
the States, can exercise no power over persons coming from for- 
eign governments to the shores of the United States, nor am I 
willing to admit by inference even, that it would be “ policy” in 
‘Texas to “ make a free gift” of her vacantlands, * to nativear 
alien, to occupy and use it.” : 

I had hoped that the original resolutions would be rejected ; 
and that the matters contained in the substitute would be left for 
the action of the Democratic Convention, which meets on next 


Wednesday, in this city. 
l GUY M. BRYAN, 
JOINT RESOLUTION. 
Be it Resolved by the Legislatureof the State of Texas, That 
there exists no necessity for an extension of the time of residence 
in this country now required of ‘foreigners, to enable them to 
become naturalized American citizens, and that the long estab 
lished policy of the country in the naturalization of foreigners, 
is a purely American one, has eminently conduced te its present 
prosperity—miade it the land of liberty and the asylum for the 
| oppressed of every land, and is in accordance with the liberal 
| principles of the Declaration of Independence. | 
| That it belengs exclusively to each State to bestow the right of 
| suilrage within its limits, and to regulate the ingress and egress 
| of foreigners thereto and therefrom, and the exercise of these 
| powers by the Federal Government, would be unconstitutional, 
| and fall of peril to the States. : 
That every attenpt by the Federal Government to abridge 
| the right ef aliens to become citizens, or to throw obstacles in 
the way of their immigration, or to prevent them from becom- 
| ing owners of the soil when here, ought to be resisted with the 
| Same spirit which swept the alien laws from dur statute books, 
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That whenever a district, with sufficient population, shall re- 
quest the Federal Government to erect it into a-territory, it is 
the duty of Congress to comply with its wish, and it is improper 
to take from the territorial government, the power to regulate 
suffrage within It. , 

That the principles of our Constitution ‘strictly construed, 
and its spirit fairly acted upon, are a guarantee that civil and 


religious liberty will have a resting place where the oppressed - 


of all nations ean flee from persecution, and our own people 
continue to possess a Government that-extends equal and exact 
justice to all, and affords full and complete protection to their 
most sacred and inalienable rights. 

-On motion of Mr Taylor, of Fannin, the rule was suspended, re- 
port taken up, and five hundred copies of the resolution, report 
and substitute ordered to be printed, by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Guinn, 
Hord, Lott, McCullock, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, 
Potter, Russell, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, 
Taylor, of H., Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren—22. 

Nays—Messrs Caldwell, Hill, Martin, Milliean and White—5. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Report of the committee on Publie Debt, ox the Joint Reso- 
lution coneerning the Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, ot Cass, postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the Senate adjourned till 3 o’elock 
P.M. 7 3 


8 o'clock, P. m. 
Senate met—roll called—gquorum present. 3 
'The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill for 


the relief of the Texan German Emigration Company, and to | 
quiet the titles to lands of the colonists, their representatives | 


and assigns, in Fisher & Miller’s Colony, was taken up, and 
on motion of Mr Armstrong, postponed until Monday, the 21st 
instant. 

A bill to authorise the Auditor and Comptroller to audit 
bond 164 of the ten per cent consolidated stock, of 5th Feb’y, 
1840; read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill for the relief of Kendallis 
Bryan, together with the report of the committee on Claims 
and Accounts, offering an amendment thereto, was taken up, 
amendment adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and pagsed. i 
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. A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following bills, originating in 
that body, viz: 

A bill for the relief of William S Kennard. 

A bili to incorporate the town of Texana. 

A bill providing a remedy for persons wishing to change their 
name and adopt another; and 

A bill to authorise the Clerk of the County Court of Ander- 
son county to transcribe certain records. 

Also, the following bills originating in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to authorise the Comptroller to issue certain lost certi- 
ficates of stock on certain conditions. - 

A bil to autherise the transfer of certain stock bonds on cer- 
tain conditions. 

Aiso, a bill for the relief of Joab B Harrell, with amend- 
ments. . 

= Mr Allen; chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of James W. Reed; 

A bill amendiag and supplementary to an Act amending and 
supplementary to an Act to incorporate the Henderson and 
Burkeville Railroad Company, approved Jan’y 22, 1854. 

A. bill to incorporate the town of Chappell Hill ; i 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
13th Judicial District. | 

A bill for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees of 
William F Allison, deceased. 

A bill to establish the western boundary line of Tyler county. 

A bill te permit certain persons of color to remain in the county 
of Harrison two years after the suit for their freedom, now pend- 
ing in said county, shall have been determined—provided the 
suit is decided in their favor; and 

A bill to provide for a special election for Judge in the 1st 
, Judicial District—and find the same correctly enrolled, properly 
signed, and were this day presented to the Governor. 

A bill making appropriations for the improvement of the 
navigation of the rivers of the State; read first time. 

Mr Weatherford offered the following amendment: 

Strike out “ $40,000” for Trinity river and insert ‘ $45,000,” 
and that $10,000 of the same shall be expended above Mag- 
nolia. sa . 

- On motion of Mr Doane, a call of the Senate was ordered. 

Absent—Messrs Hord, Pedigo and Searborongh. 
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A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to an Act te 
provide for the payment of such creditors ofthe late Republig 
of Texas as are comprehended in the Act of Congress, of Sept. 
9th, 1830, which was passed at the second session of the 33. 
Congress of the United States and approved Feb’y 8, 1855— 
read third time. | | 

On motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned until 10 
e’cl ock to-morrow morning. , 
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Tourspay, January töth, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order, by the President pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. ~ 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Flanagan presented the petition of W. R. Elliot, for 
$1100 00; referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr Potter chairman ot the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following reports : 

The Judiciary committee, have examined a joint resolution 
proposing an amendment to the constitution. ‘The resolution 
proposes that the 34th Section of Art. 7th be so amended that 
new counties may be established with an area of five hundred 
and seventy six square miles, provided the counties from whieh 
they are taken are not reduced to less contents. The commit~ 
tee are of the opinion that the provisions of this Section for the - 
establishment of new counties is a wise and salutary one; that 
it is sufficiently restrictive; and that there is no necessity for 
the proposed amendment. Wherefore | am instructed to report 
the resolution back to the Senate and to recommend its rejection. 

The Judiciary, committee have considered a bill for the 
relief of the heirs or assignes of John B. Webb, and return the 
same recommending ils passage. 

The Judiciary committee have had before them, a bill con~ 
cerning the acknowledgement of deeds, and amendatory of Art, 
2794 of Hartley’s Digest of the laws of Texas, and a bill to au— 
thorize and require certain suits pending in the District courts 
in and for the counties of Hill and Ellis, to be transferred to the 
county of Johnson, and deeming the proposed legislation un— 
necessary, return the bills recommending their rejection. 

Mr Grimes chairman of the committee on Finance, to which 
was referred a bill anthorizing the Assessor and Collector of 
Tarrant county to collect the taxes now assessed in_the former 
territory of Tarrant county, now Parker county, and pay over 
the same to the county Treasurer of said Parker county; reported 
the same back, recommending is passage. 
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_ Mr Grimes chairman of the same committee, to which was 
referred, a bill for the relief of Ragsdale and others, and the peti- 
tion of James H. Brown, asking pay for military services; re- 
ported the same back, requesting their reference to the commit~ 
tee on claims and accounts.. 

Qn motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended, 
and the report taken up and adopted. 

Mr Russell from the comittee on Exngrossed bills, reported as 
correctly engrossed, a bill granting to Benj T. Duval, the priv- 
ilege of establishing a Ferry on the Neches River, and to protect 
his mills from back-water, 

Mr Pirkey from the committee on public lands, submitted the 
| following report: . 
| The committee on public lands, to which was referred the peti~ 
tion of the heirs of Orman Logan, Geo. W. Coffee, Wm. Ra- 
gan, of David Weigart, and of Elsey B. Russell, Fielding Neil, 
| Theodore Kohlhass and have considered the same, and find the 
| facts as fellows: 
' ‘The persons above named, came to Texas as soldiers, subse- 
| quent to the declaration of Independence of the late Republic, 
| and prior to the Ist day of August 1836; remained until they 

were discharged and left the country. They received their 
| bounty warrants, and now claim head-rights under the 29th Bec- 
| tion of the geueral land Jaw of 1837. The committee are of 
opinion that the mere fact that they came to the country as 
soldiers between those periods did not entitle them to head-rights 
without residence, I am therefore instructed by the committee 
to report the applications back, recommending their rejection. 

Mr Bryan chairman of the committee on Education, to which 
| was referred a bill to incorporate Soule University; reported 
| the same back, recommending its passage, 
| Qn motion of Mr McDade, the rule was suspended, and the 
|| bill was taken up, read and ordered to engrossed. 
| On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was suspended, bill read 
| \3c time and passsed by the following vote: — 
|| Yuas.—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell Flanagan, Grimes, 
| (Guinn, Hill, Lott, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pal- 
| mer, Pirkey, Potter, Russe!l, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Tay- 
oof Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, and White, 

3. 
Nays.—Mr Wren, —l. . 
Mr Taylor, of Cass, chairman of the committee on Public 
ebt, submitted the tollowing report: 
The committee on Public Debt have considered “ A. Bill 
king an appropriation to pay a portion of the Publie Debt.” 
m an investigation, they find that this appropriation is to 
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pay a certain audited draft, audited by the Legislature in 1848, 
in favor of Stewart Perry. The Legislature-up to this time has 
refused to pay this draft, upon the ground that the Legislature 
of 1848, erred in auditing it. ‘lhe committee see no way of 
getting rid of this draft, save by paying it. It is an acknow- 
ledged debt against the State, is now in the hands.of third par- 
ties, and although it may have been passed, as some allege, by 
sympathy, when it had but little merit, we believe the State 
will eventually pay it, and ifso, the sooner the better. I am 
therefore instructed by a majority of the Committee, to report 
the bill back, with an amendment, and recommend the adop- 
tion of the amendment, and the passage of the bill. 

Amendment—In the 5th line after the word “ allowed” in- 
sert “ to Stewart Perry.” 

Mr Hill, from the Committee on Private Land Claims No.1, 
made the following report: ; 

The Committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1, have con- 
sidered the petition of the administrator of the estate of Wm. 
Stephenson, deceased, asking for 640 acres of land as the Head 
Right of such decedent, and find that said Wm Stephenson em- 
igrated to Texas in 1841, with his family, and continued to re-- 
side in this State until his death, which occurred in 1844. The 
Committee are satisfied that the heirs of the said Wm Stephen- 
son are entitled to a grant of 640 acres of land, and instrnet me 
to report the accompanying bill for their relief, and recommend 
its passage. . 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm Stephenson. Read 
first time. 

Mr Taylor, of Houston, Chairman of the Seleet Committee 
submitted the following report : 

The Select Committee, to which was referred the claim of 
James W Parker, asking for land and money, have eonsidered 
the same, and direzt me to report the same back ; asking to be 
discharged from any further consideration upon it. 

A message was received from the House, mforming the Sen- 
ate, that the House had passed “A bill for the relief of the 
heirs and assignees ot Thomas Williams, originating in the 
Senate, also a bill defining the seventh Judicial District and 
the time of holding courts in the same, and a bill to incorp.-*e 
the city of Marshall, with amendments; also, that the House 
had passed a substitute for a bill originating in the Senate to 
create the fifteenth Judicial District, provide for the election of 
a Judge and District Attorney thereof, and define the time o/ 
holding courts in the same, | 
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Mr Allen, chairman of the Committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: | : 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined the 
following bills—viz:. A Bill supplemental to an Act to incor- 
porate the Sulphur Fork Turnpike company. A Bill te remove 
the Land Office of the Milam Land District from Cameron in 
Milam Connty, to Belton in Bell county. A Bill to authorize 
the Comptroller to issue certain lost certificates of stock on cer- 
tain conditions. A Bill authorizing the transfer of certain stock 
bonds on certain conditions, and A Bill to amend an act and 

‘supplemental to an act to establish the Galveston, Houston, 
and Henderson Rail Road Company,-and find the same correct- 
| ly enrolled, properly signed, and this day. presented to the 
| Governor. 
Mr. Palmer offered the following resolution : 
| Resolved, That the use of the Senate Chamber be tendered 
| the Conventions of the Democratic and American Parties dur- 
ing their respective sessions, provided that this resolution shall 
| not interfere with the regular morning sessions of the Senate.” 
| Mr Flanagan moved to amend by striking out all in the res- 
| olution relating to the American Party. Lost, and the resolu— 
| tion adopted. 
| On motion of-Mr Wren, the rule was suspended, and A Bill 
| for the relief of the young men of Lamar and Red River coun- | 
| ties was taken up and made the special order for to-morrow. 
| ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
| A bill making appropriations for the improvements of the 
| navigation of the Rivers of the State, together with the amend- 
|} ment offered by Mr Weatherford on yesterday, was taken up 
and amendment adopted by the following vote. 
| Yuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Flan- 
| agan, Grimes, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Maverick. Millican, Pal- 
imer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor, 
g of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, 
a White, and Wren—24. 
a Naxs—Messrs Caldwell and Hill—2. 
| On motion of Mr White, that portion of the bill which ap- 
a propriates $10,000 for the Guadalupe river below its junction, 
with the San Antonio river, was amended so as to make it read 
§ Provided that ten thousand dollars or so much thereof as is 
necessary, shall be expended in the Guadalupe river, below its 
W nction with:the San Antonio river, and in improving the bars 
mt its mouth and in the Espiritu Santo Bay. 
§ On motion of Mr Pirkey, that portion of the bill relating to 
Eho improvement of Red river was amended so as to make it 
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read, “T'hat twenty thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated for the improvement of the navigation of Red 
river, which shall be expended under the direction of the chief 
justices of Bowie, Red river and Lamar counties, orany two of 
them.” l a 

Mr Flanagan moved to amend by adding “ Provided that 
$16,000 of the amount appropriated for the Sabine river shall 
be expended on said river above Logan’s Port, as the commis- 
sioners may deem appropriate in improving the navigation of 
the same.” l 

Mr Lott offered the following as a substitute for the amend: 
ment, “Strike out 833,009 for the Sabine and insert $40,000, 
and that $10,000 of said sum be appropriated on: said river 
above Fredonia, up to Belzoria in Smith county ”—rejected by 
the following vote: | 

Yras—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Hill, Hord, Lott, Rtis- 
geil, Scarborough, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of 
Houston, Truit, Weatherford and Wren—13, l 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, McCulloch, Maverick, McDade, Martin, Milliean, Pal- 
mer, Pirkey, Potter, Supeviele, Whitaker and White—17. 

Mr Flanagan’s amendment was then rejected by the follow: 
ing vote—two thirds being necessary for its adoption : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes. Guinn, 
Hord, Martin, Maverick, Pirkey, Russell, T'aylor of Houston, 
Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren—15. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Hill, Eott, Me- 
Dade, Millican, Palmer, Potter, Superviele, Taylor of Cass and 
W hitaker—12. | 

Mr Russell offered the following substitute for the caption of 
the bili: “An act making an unequal distribution of the public 
money, as well as for the creation of money officers.” | 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass rejected by the following 
vote: i 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, 
Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Tayler of Cass, Taylor of 
Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren—-23. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Duane, Flanagan, Grimes, Hord, 
McCulloch, Russell, and Taylor of Fannin—s. . 

Mr Hord moved to amend by inserting ‘five thousand. dol- 
lars for the mud flats, between Corpus Christi and Aransas Bay, 
and tive thousand dollars for the improvement of the Nuecs river 
commencing at its mouth ”—lost. l 
» Mr Guinn moved to amend by adding “ provided no money 
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shall be drawn from the 'Freasury under the provisions of this 
act, until the citizens on the respective streams shall first raise 
by private subscription, a sum eqnal to one third the amount 
proposed to be appropriated to said streams.” 

Mr Weatherford moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out “one third ” and inserting * one fourth.” 

On motion of Mr Potter the amendment and amendment te 
the amendment were laid on the table by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Hill, 
McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 
Scarborough, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Heuston, Truit, Weath- 
| ford, Whitaker, and White—19. 
| Nays—Messrs Allen, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
| Hord, Lott, Maverick, Russell, Taylor of Fannin and Wren 
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Mr Burronghs offered the following as a substitute for the 
caption, * A bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for 
certain internal improvements therein named=-adopted. 
| r Armstrong offered the following amendment, m the ap- 
| propriation for the Brazos river, “Strike out $40,000 and insert 
| $45,000—$15,000 of which shall be expended above the town 
tof Washington. = 
| On motion of Mr McDade, laid on the table. 
| Mr Armstrong ‘offered the following amendment, ' That. 
l 915,000 of the money appropriated for the Brazos river be ex- 
|pended above the town of Washington.” 
| On motion of Mr Hill, laid on the table. 
| Mr Armstrong offered the following amendment, “That 
$12,000 of the sum appropriated for the Brazos river be expend- 
ed above the town of Washington.” 
§ On motion of Mr Hill the previous question was ordered. 
The bill was then rejected by the following vote—two thirds 
being necessary to its passage : 
| Yeas—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Borroughs, Hill, McDade, 
Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Su- 
a)crviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weather- 
ford and Whitaker—17. ; 
| Nays—Messrs Allen, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes 
acuinn, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Russell, Taylor of Fan- 
hin, White and Wren—14. . 
| = motion of Mr White the vote rejecting the bill was recon- 
J ered. - 
| On motionof Mr Palmer the vote ordering the previous ques- 
Hon was also reconsidered. 
A Mr Palmer offered a bill to be entitled an act to encourage 
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the improvement of the navigation of the rivers and other navi 
gable streams of Texas as‘ a substitute for-the bill. : 

On motion of Mr Palmer the bill and substitute were made 
the special order of the day for Saturday next, the 19th inst. 

A bill giving the assent of the State of Texas to an act to 
provide for the payment of such creditors of the late Republic 
of Texas as are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sept. 
9, 1850, which was passed at the 2d session of the 33d Congress 
of the United States and approved. Feb. 8, 1856, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the Senate adjourned until 
3 o'clock, r. x. l 

: 3 O’clock, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The consideration of the bill before the Senate at its adjourn. 
ment was resumed. ; ` 

On motion of Mr Potter, a call of the Senate was ordered— 
the call being suspended, Mr Taylor of Cass offered the follow. 
ing amendment : | ; 

“ Provided, that this act shall not take effect until a majority 
of the people of the State have voted in favor of it.” 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the amendment was laid on the 
table by the following vote: ` 

Yeas—Messas Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, MeCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, 
Superviele, Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker and White—16. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs Grimes, Me 
Dade, Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Cass, Taylor 
fo Houston, Truit, Weatherford and Wren—14. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, 
Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, 
Superviele Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker and White—16. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Me 
dade, Martin, Milican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Cass, Taylo 
of Houston, Truil, Weatherford and Wren— 14. | 

Mr Grimes introduced a bill supplemental to an. act to defin 
the time of holding the District Courts in the thirteenth judicia 
District—read first time. | , 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was suspended, bill rea 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. l 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was further suspended, bil 
read third time and. passed. as 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Houston, a bill for the relief 0 
OM Goolsby wastaken up, read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill to create the 15th Judica 
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District, provide for the election of Judge and District Attor- — 
ney thereof, and define the time of holding Courts in the same, 
was taken up and read first time, ` 
| Mr Palmer moved a suspension of the rule—lost 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill defining the seventh Judicial 
District and the time of holding Courts in the same, was taken 
up and the amendments of the House concurred in. 
| On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was suspended and a bill 
lto create the fifteenth Judicial District, provide for the election 
‘ofdudge and Attorney General thereof and define the time of 
holding courts in the same was taken up~=read second time and 
passed to a third reading. | 
On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was further suspended— 
bill read third time and passed. 
A bill requiring the return of unconditional certificates to the 
General Land Office, read third time and passed. 
| Mr Maverick, by leave, presented the petition of E T Moore, 
referred to the committee on finance. 
| MrArmstrong introduced a bill for the relief of Cling Pear- 
son—read first and second times and referred to the committee 
jon private land claims no. I. l 
} On motion of Mr Bryan, a bill making a donation of ten sec- 
tions of land to Robert Wilson for personal services rendered 
the late Republic of Texas, during her revolution, was made 
the special order of the day for Monday the 21st inst., at 12 
ovloek, M. 
| On motion of Mr Taylor of Houston, the Senate adjourned 
until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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Werpnespay, Jan, 16, 1856, 
The Senate was called to order pursuant to adjournment— 
| prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum present. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr Hill presented the petition of S W Pipkin; referred to 
the committee on Claims and Accounts. 
| Mr McCulloch presented the petition of the citizens of Hays 
county, praying the passage of a prohibitory law; referred to 
ithe committee on State Affairs. 
| Mr Superviele presented the petition of Pedro Villa; re- 
ferred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 
| Mr Weatherford presented the petition of Cling Pearson—~ 
teferred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No. 1. 
__ Mr McDade presented the petition of H. Fisher; referred to 
the committee on Public Lands. 
Mr Taylor, of Cass, chairman of the committee on Public 
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Debt, to which was referred the petition of sundry creditors of 
the late Republic of Texas, praying that the late Act of Con- 
gress be accepted by the present Legislature, reported the same 
back, asklng to be relieved from further consideration thereof, 
as the Senate has passed the Debt Act. - 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, chairman of the same committee, to 
which was referred a bill for the payment of the third class 
debt, reported the same back and asked to be discharged in the 
further consideration of the same. 

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, to which was. referred a bill supplemental to an 
Act to incorporate, the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Rail- 
read Company, approved Sept. 5, 1850; and the supplements 
thereto, reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr Hill introduced a bill to amend an Act to ineorporate the 
Texas Monemental Committee ; read first and second times and 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. . 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill to incorporate the Hender- 
son Female College; a bill to create the county of Lampasas, 
and a bill for the relief of Benjamin F Benton, originating in 
the House. | 

Also, a bill, originating in the Senate, incorporating the Bra- 
zoria County Insurance Company. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill for the relief of Benjamin F Benton was taken up and read 
first time, . . 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read second time and passed to'a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the rule was again suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. | 

On motion of Mr Martin, the report of the committee on the 
Judiciary, on a bill for the relief of the citizens of Navarro 
county, was taken up and made the order of the day for Friday, 
the 18th inst. 

On motion of Mr Pirkey, the report of the eommittee on the 
Judiciary, on a bill to legalize the official acts of John H 
Smither, as Clerk of the District Court of Bowie county, offer- 
ing amendments thereto, was taken up, amendments adopted, 
and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the rule was suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. aee 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill for the relief of Com. E. W. Moore was read second 
time, 
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On motion of Mr Taylor, of Fannin, the bill was amended 


‘by striking out “ except for the loss of the steamship Merchant.’ 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill directing the payment of certain public debt certifi- 
cates; read second time and ordered to be engressed. 

Jont Resolution concerning the Public Debt, together with 
the report of the committee on Public Debt, offering an amend- 
ment therete, was read. 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, offered a substitute for the Joint Reso— 
luton and amendment. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the Joint Resolution and substitute 
were referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Resolution of the Senate, offered by Mr Caldwell, on day 
before yesterday, read and rejected by the following vote: 

Yxuas—Messrs Caldwell, Guinn, Hill, Lott, Pirkey, Russell, 
Taylor, of Cass, and Whitaker—8. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, 
Flanagan, Grimes, Hord, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Milli- 
can, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor, of F., 
Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren—21. 

Mr Russell, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
a bill supplementary to an Act to define the time of holding 
the District Courts in the 13th Judicial District, and a bill to 
incorporate Soule/U niversity, correctly engrossed. E 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported as correctly engrossed— 

A bill to legalize the official acts of John H Smither, as Clerk 
of the District Court of Bowie county. 

A bill for the relief of Com. E. W. Moore; and 

A bill directing the payment of certain Public Debt certifi- 
cates therein named. | 

A bill for the relief of the young men of Red River and 
Lamar counties, together with the report of the committee on 
the Judiciary, offering a substitute therefor, was read. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, Jan. L7, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present, | 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr McCullech presented the petition of Levi English ; re- 
ferred to the committee on Private Land Claims, No 2. 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to amend the charter of the 
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San Antonio Railroad Company, approved Sept. 5,1850: read 
first and second times and referred to the committee on Internal 
improvements. : ss 

A message was received from the Goernor, transmitting the 
ollowing communication: 

Gentlemen of the Senate 3 | 
- and House of Representatives: — . 

I transmit herewith a further report from the Commissioners 
to prepare- a Code, amending, supplying, revising, digesting 
and arranging the laws, civil and criminal. . 

This report embraces “ A Penal Code,” preceded by a report 
of the Commissioners, explanatory of the changes which it 
makes in our present laws, and of the principles which guided 
them in its preparation. a 
_ I have given this Code a careful examination, and have no 
hesitation in recommending it for your adoption. l 

Two hundred copies of the report and Code have been 
printed, which are subject to the dispositlon of the two houses. 

The revision of. the General Statutes is now being published, 
and as soon as completed will be sent in. 

- - E. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the communication wag 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow LO A. M. . 3 

Fripay, January 18th, 1856. 

The Senate was calied to order, by the President pursuant to 
adjonrnment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present, ‘ 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

Mr Martin presented the petition of Mary Jackson; referred 
to the committee on public tands. 

Also, the petition of Geo. Watts Walker; referred to the 
committee on private land claims no. 1. 

On motion of Mr Lott, a joint resolution making an appro- 
priation of $5,548 70 to meet certain expenditures incurred by 
the penitentiary—-was taken up, read and ordered to be en- 
grossed, ai 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. | 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill for thé relief of the Galveston 
and Red River Rail Road company, and supplementary to the 
several acts incorporating said company, was taken’up and the 
amendments of the House, concurred in by the following vote‘ 
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Yuas.— Messrs, Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, 
Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Mav- 
erick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Superviele, 
Taylor of Cass, Weatherford, Whitaker, White, and Wren—24. 

Nays.—Mr Millican,—1. 

Mr Martin, from the committee on State affairs, made the 
following report : 

The committee on State affairs, to which was referred a bill 
for the relief of James M. Riggs, find that it is a compensation 
to the said Riggs for his services as District Clerk of the court 
in which the two cases of the State of Texas versus Charles F. 
Mercer, and the State of Texas, vs: Carrol and Mercer, were 
tried. From the evidence of the Attorney General, and other 
evidence before the committee of the most satisfactory charac— 
ter—I am therefore instructed to recommend the accompanying 
substitute and the passage of the bill. l 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended, report taken 
up and the substitute adopted. . 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was further suspended. 
Bill read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, A Bill to incorporate the 
city of Marshall was taken up. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, the Senate concurred in the amend- 
ment of the House to the 4th section and refused to eoncur in 
the amendment to the 15th section. 

Mr Allen introduced a Bill to amend the 7th section of “an 
act to provide for the payment of six companies of mounted 
volunteers that were mustered iato the service of. the State of © 
Texas on the 1st day of November, A. D: 1854, under a requi— 
sition of Brevet Major General Persifer F. Smith, and to pay 
the expenses incurred by said companies, approved January 
14,1856. Read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended and Bill read _ 
second time. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the Bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on claims and aceounts. 

Mr Martin introduced a Bill concerning the School Lands of 
Navarro County. Read first and second times and referred to 
the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Hord, Chairman of the Committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a Bill to provide for the purchase of three 
hundred copies of the Texas Digest for the use of the State, re- 
ported the same back and recommended its passage. 

Mr Russell from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
a8 correctly engrossed, A Bill for the relief of James MI Riggs 
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and a joint resolution making an appropriation of $5,548 to 
meet certain expenditures made for the Penitentiary. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re— 
ported correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day pre- 
sented to the Governor, A Bill to incorporatethe Town of Lin- 
den, in Cass county, Texas; A Bill for the relief of E W Thom- 
ason, Wm W Byas, Richard T Barnett and John C Clark: A 
Bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the town of La 
Grange, in the county of Fayette; and A Bill to establish and 
incorporate a Literary Institution, under the supervision and 
contro! of the Eastern Texas Annual Conference, located at or 
near the town of Gilmore, Upshur county. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a Bill for the 
relief of the young men of Red River and Lamar counties, of- 
fering a substitute therefor; read 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Fannin, the substitute was laid 
on the table by the following vote : l 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Burroughs, Caldwell, Grimes, McCul- 
loch, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Scarborough, Taylor | 
of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren. 
15. Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, 
Lott, McDade, Palmer, Truit and White—10. 

Mr White moved to lay the bill on the table, lost by the tol- 
lowing vote: i 

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, 
McDade, Millican, Palmer and White—10. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Maverick, Pir- 
key, Russel, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, 
of Fannin, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren—14. 

Mr Hill moved to amend the caption of the bill by adding 
Fayette, Austin and Colorado. 

Mr Flanagan moved to amend the amendment by adding. 
“and that the county of Rusk be included in the benefits of this 
act.” Lost. 

Mr Hill’s amendment was then adopted. 

The Senate refused to engross the bill by the following vote: 

‘Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Martin, Pirkey, 
Russel, Scarborough, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, ot Fannin, Truit, 
‘Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren—-13 Nays—Messrs Bry: 
‘an, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, hott, McCulloch, 

McDade, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Superviele and White, 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the Senate concurred in the 
amendment of the House to a bill for the relief of Joab B Hat 
rel, Sheriff of Williamson county. 
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_ _ The Report of the committee on the Judiciary on a Bill for 
the relief of the people of Navarro county, reporting a sabsti- 
tute therefor, was read and the substitute adopted. 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, moved to refer the Bill to the commit- 
tee on Finance—lost. 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment to come in at 
the end of the first section—“Provided that said taxes shall be 
applied first—to the erection of good and substantial public 
buildings, or to the payment for the same, if already erected, 
and not paid for, and afterwards to such general purposes as 
| may be directed by the county courts of the respective coun— 
| ties. —A dopted. 
| The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
| 


vote: Ysas—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Doane, Flanagan, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Mil- 
lican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Taylor, of Cass, Trnit and Weath- 
erford—18. Nays—Messrs Allen, Caldwell, Grimes, Russel, 
Taylor, of Houston, Whitaker, White and Wren—8. 

Mr White offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That all the bills on the President’s table concern- 

. ing private relief, charters, &c., which can be disposed of with- 

out debate, be taken and finally disposed of, before bills which 
will be debated. 

Qa motion of Mr White the rule was suspended, and the res- 
olution adopted. 

A bill for the relief of R. A. Powdrell; read third time, and 
passed. 

A bill to change the name of Susan P. Cannon, to that ọf 
Susan P. Cook; read, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. . M 

A bill for the relief of Collin McKinney: read second time, 
and passed to a third reading. : 

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. ' 

A bill to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 19, of the I. O.O. 
F., with the amendments offered by the committee on State 
affairs, 

On motion of Mr Grimes the amendment was adopted. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Grimes the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yuss—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Me- 
Dade, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor o 
‘Cass, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, and White—22. 
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Nays—Mr Wren—1. 

A bill to incorporate John M. Gibson Lodge No. 13, of L O, 
O. F.; read, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the. rule was suspended, bill ¥ead 
third time, and passed by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flana~ 
gan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade; Martin, 
Maverick, Millican, ’ Palmer, Pirkey, Russell, Strperviele, Tay— 
lor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, 
and White—24. 

Nays—Mr Wren-—1. 

A bill forthe relief of John A. Wells; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. 

Report ot the committee on the petition of Martin Crow, re~ 
commending its rejection; read, and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of E. W. Moore; read third time, and 

assed. 

A bill directing the payment of certain public debt certificates 
therein mentioned ; read third time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James Reason ; read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed. 

A’ bill for the relief of the heirs of William Watson, deceased ; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Pirkey the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel C. Stockbridge, de- 
ceased ; read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Qn motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis Mayher, deceased 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed. 

A bill to authorize John C. Pettigrew and Margaret Pettigrew 
to adopt and name a certain child; ; read second time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. | 

A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Rusk, and James Ħ. Starr ; 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On’ motion of Mr Whitaker the rule was Suspended, bill read 
‘third time, and passed. 
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Report of the committee on Finance, on the petition of the 
citizens of Comal county; read, aud on motion of Mr Guinn, 
laid on the table, 

The report of the committee on public debt, on the petition of 
Randall Jones was read, and on motion of Mr Bryan laid on the 
table. 

Report of the committee on private land claims No. 1, on the 
[petition of Asa Dossett; read. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the report and petition were re-re— 
ferred to the committee on private land claims, No. 1. 

A bill to incorporate the town of ‘T’exana ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended, 
pill read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr White the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 


| A bill to incorporate the Henderson Female College; read 
first time. 


On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. 
On motion of Mr Potter the second section of the bill was 
amended by striking out the words “free from taxation” The 
bill was then passed toa third reading. 
On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was further suspended 
bill read third time, and passed by the following vote: 
Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
lanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Me- 
Dade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Rus- 
fell, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Trait, Weatherford, Whitaker, 
hite, and Wren—27. 
Nays—Mr Armstrong—l. 
A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
lowing communication : 


Executive OFFrics, } 
Austin, Jan, 18th, 1856. § 
Benilemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 
I return herewith to the Senate, in which it originated, “an 
t amending and supplementary to an act amending and sup~ 
cinentary to an act to incorporate the Henderson and Burk- 
lle Rail Road.” This charter was granted on the 10th day of 
ebruary, 1852, and authorized the construction of a Railroad 
om the town of Henderson, in Rusk county, through Shelby 
hd San Augustine.counties to Burkville. The road was to be 
fmmenced within two years, and if not completed within five 
Fars, the charter was to be null. The company were to have 
isht sections of land for each mile of road constructed, 
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On the 27th of January, 1854, this charter was amended, and 
the company was authorized to construct its road, commencing on 
Galveston Bay or Westside of Sabine Lake, thence rnnning (not 
farther West of Sabine River on Jatitude 31° than fifty miles) 
through the town of Nacogdoches—then through the town of 
Mount Enterprise to the town of Hendérson, in Rusk county, 
by such route as the company might. deem most advisable.— 
The road was to be commenced within two years from the 27th 
of January, 1854, and twenty-five miles to be completed with- 
in three years. The powers granted by this charter are similar 
to those granted by all the other Railread charters of the State, 
with the exception of that of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail 
Road. It contains'no provision requiring the payment of any 
portion of its stock, previous to the organization of the compa- 
ny. Sofaras Iam able tolearn, no work has ever been done 
by this company, and I cannot learn that any part of its capital 
stock has ever been paid. It is certain that no part of its organ- 
ization, or of its proceedings, capital stock, d&c., has ever been 
made, as required by our General Railroad law. 

This act now proposes to change the corporate name of the 
company, and to extend the provisions of an act to encourags 
the construction of Railroads in Texas, by donations of land, 
approved the 30th of January, 1854,and commonly called the 
sixteen section law, to this company for a period of one year 
fiom this time. lt grants the company some other rights and 
privileges, but imposes no responsibilities or restriction upon the 
stock-holders, beyond what was contained in the original and 
amended charter, except that it requires all elections for of 
ficers of the company, to be held in this State. 

The approval of this act must necessarily commit the Stale 
at least during the continuance of the present Legislature, to an 
extension of similar relief to all the Railroad companies that 
have heretofore been chartered, whenever they may apply fo! 
it, although they have not paid in a dollar of their stock, nor 
done any work under their charter, and will most likely lead to 
the grant of new charters of a like character to these heretofon 
granted, : 

It is now generally admitted throughout the State, that ou 
past legislation, in regard to Railway charters, has been hasty 
and imperfect. They have been granted to individuals to 
their own benefit, with large and undefined: privileges an! 
powers, without imposing any responsibility whatever upd 
the stockholders, and have, in many instances, been used by tht 
corporators for purposes of private speculation, without anj 
regard to the wants and interests of these sections of the Stat 
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they were ostensibly intended to benefit. What has heretofore 
been done under charters with powers and privileges like this, 
may continue to be done, and it is our duty to remedy this evil, 
as far as it can be done. . 

I think the public interests demands a reform in our 'e zisla- 
tion In regard to Railroad charters. If those who apply for 
them are unable, or unwilling, to subscribe and pay for stock, 
they have no just claim for them, and it is an idle and useless 
business to grant them. The time has arrived when we should 
adopt a sound and healthy system in regard to corporations. 
Their. powers and privileges should be limited and accurately 
defined. They should no longer be allowed to organize without 
capital; such restrictions and responsibilities should be imposed 
on the stockholders as will protect the rights of the public, and 
guard individuals dealing with them from imposition. 

In a communication sent to you, at an early period of your 
session, I stated that I was unwilling that any new charters 
should be granted to individuals for their own benefit. Ifnew 
charters were neceessary, such routes should be selected as the 
wants and business of the country require; their points of com- 
mencement and termination should be designated, and charters 
should. be granted to Commissioners, who should be required to 
‘open books for the subscription of stock, after giving public 
notice. No subscription should be received, unless five per 
cent thereof-was paid at the time of subscribing, and whenever 
the per centage on the capital stock subscribed should amount 
to one hundred thousand dollars, the Commissioners should be 
authorised to calla meeting of the subscribers, and hold an 
election for officers; after which the subscribers should become 
a corporation, with all such powers as are set forth in the char- 
ter. The Commissioners should have no right under the char- 
ter, except as Trustees for the benefit of their subscribers, when 
they organize and become a corporation, and should be liable 
to a heavy penalty for receiving subscriptionsof stock, withcut 
the payment of five per cent thereof in cash. The corporation 
thus organized should have authority, from time to time, to re- 
ceive further subscriptions to its capital stock, to the full amount 
thereof, after giving public notice—the subseribers in all cases 
paying five per cent of their stock at the time of subseribing. 

have seen no reasons to change these opinions. On the 
contrary, subsequent reflection has greatly strengthened them, 
and they apply with equal force to the extension of the charters 
of those companies which have not commenced work, and ex- 
hibit no evidence showing that they have any capital stock sub- 
scribed and paid in. 
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The restrictions here, proposed are by no means onerous, and 
it is very certain that a company which cannot command at 
least one huudred thousand dollars to commence with can never 
obtain credit, or build a Railroad of the length contemplated 
by this charter. , 

These considerations have indueced-me to withhold my ap- 
proval from this Act, and to return it to you for your re-con- 
sideration. | E. M. PEASE. 

Gn motion of Mr Lott, the consideration of the communica- 
tion was postponed until Wednesday, the 23d inst. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
10 o’olock to-morrow moruing. - 


SATURDAY, January 19th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—-prayer by the Chaplain—roll .called—quorum 
present. 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. E 

Mr Palmer presented the petition of Patrick Dunn—referred 
to the committe on private land claims no. 1. 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of N Churchill—referred to 
the committee on private land claims no. 2. 

Mr Hill presented the memorial of the President and Trus- 
tees of Rutersville College, praying for a law prohibiting the 
sale of ardent spirits in certain limits—referred to the commit- 
tee on State Afairs. 

Also the memorial of the President of Rutersville College, 
for an appropriation for the establishment of a Female Univer- 
sity—referred to the committee on education. 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on education, to which 
was referred the petition of certain citizens of Fort Bend county, 
reported the following bill, recommending its passage. 

A bill to incorporate the Frost Institute—read first time. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on public lands, submitted 
the following report: 

The committee on public lands, to which was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of Grayson county, have had the 
same under consideration. It appears that J P Dumas, who 
was twice elected District Surveyor of said county, executed his 
bonds payable to the Chief Justice in the penalty of one thou- 
sand dollars instead of the Governor of to the State of Texas in 
the penal sum of ten thousand dollais. | 

He was sworn into office and made a number of surveys—it 
does not appear whether these conflict with surveys previously 
or subsequently made—the committee are of opinion that 
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$ where there is no conflict of rights between third persons, the 
Í relief prayed for should be granted. 


They have therefore instructed me to report the accompany- 
ing bill as a substitute for the one offered—recommended its 
| adoption and passage. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills re- 
orted cerrectly engrossed, : 
A bill for the relief of John N Wells. 


A bill authorizing John © Pettigrew and Margaret Pettigrew 
Í to adopt and name a certain child. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Samuel C Stockbridge, 
f deceased. 
A bill for the relief Thos J Rusk and James H Starr. 
A bill for the relief ofthe heirs of Francis Mayhet. ` 
A bill for the relief of James Reason, l 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Walson, dee’d. 
And a bill relinquishing to the Counties the State tax for the 
year 1856 and 1857. 
A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following bills, originating 
in their body. 

A bill to authorize the County Court of Travis County to levy 
and collect a special tax. 


A bill to fix the salaries of Judges of the Supreme and Dis- 
rict Court. , 7 


| A billto incorporate the town of Rusk, in Cherokee County. 
| And a bill to muster into service minute men for the protec- 
ion of the frontier settlements. 

Also, originating in the Senate, a bill to permit the city of 
Houston to levy a special tax for Railroad purposes, and a bill 
onferring power on the County Courts and town and city cor- 
forate authorities to establish quarantine regulations. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill making appropriations forthe improvement of the nav- 
pation of the rivers of the States, with the snbstitute offered 
herefor, by Mr Palmer. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the bill and substitute were referred to 


e committee on Internal Improvements and made the special 
der for Thursday the 24th inst. 


The report of the select committee on the Milam claim. 
On motion of Mr Hill, the report and bill were postponed fill 
onday the 21st inst. 

Superviele introduced a billto require and authorize the 
fmmissioner of the general land office to issue patents in certain 


es therein stated—read Ist and 2nd times and referred to the 
Mmittee on the Judiciary. 
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A bill for the relief of James M. Riggs—read 3rd time and 

assed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Derby Morris—read 2nd 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the rule was suspended, bill read 
3rd time and passed, 

A. bill for the relief of Edgar M. Sanders; read 2nd- time and 
ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, the bill read 
ord time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Moore ; read 2nd time and or- 
dered to be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr Truit, the rule was suspended, bill read 3rd_ 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Pattergon ; read 2nd time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Truit, the rule was suspended, bill read ard 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Robt. Sanders ; read 2nd time and or- 
Gered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

A report of the committee on a ic lands, and a bill donating 
lands to Bonham Masonic Female Academy, recommending the 
rejection of the same; read and adopted. 

Report of the committee on public lands upon the - memorial 

of sundry citizens of Hill county, recommending its ` rejection ; 
read and adopted. 

Report of the committee on the petition of H. N. Watkins, 
recommending its rejection ; read and adopted. 

Report of the committee on public lands on the memorial o 
John S. Conran, recommending the rejection of the same ; read 
and adopted. 

Report of the committee on private land claims, No. 1, on the 
petition of J. E. Griffiths, reeommendiug its rejection ; ‘read. 

On motion of Mr Potter, laid on the table. 

Report of the committee on private land claims, No. 1, on pe 
tition of W. D. Corder, recommending its rejection; read and 
adopted. 

Bill for the relief ef Jno. W. Collins and Nathan Bush—read 
2nd time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Lott, the bill was laid on the table. 

A bill fer the reliet of Stephen F. Sparks; read 2nd time ani 
ordered ta be engrossed. 

Mr Guinn moved the suspension of the rule—lost. 
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A bill to change the name of Rosalia Hernandez to that of 
Maria Rosalia Upshur; read 2nd time and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

A bill authorizing the commissioner of the general land office 
to issue to Alexander McCulloch a certificate for one third 

. Jeague of land; read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed. 

. On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
| read 3rd time and passed. i 

| A bill for the reliefof Francis Blundel; read 2nd time and 
| ordered to be engrossed. : 
| On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read 3rd 
| time and passed. 

| A bill for the relief of John S. Hill; read 2nd time and or- 
| dered to be engrossed, l 

| Qn motion of Mr McDade, the rule was suspended, bill read 
| 3rd time and passed. 

| Mr Taylor of Cass, presented the petition of Jefferson Nash, 
| asking its reference to a select committee of five. 

Messrs. White, Potter, Palmer, Caldweli and Bryan, were 
į appointed the committee. 

| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Hezekiah George; read 
| 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 7 

| On motion of Mr Flanagan, the rule was suspended, bill read 
| 3d time and passed. 

| Report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill to amend 
f an act to incorporate the Galveston and Brazos Navigation com- 
‘pany, approved February Ist 1850, offering an amendment 
thereto; read and the amendment adopted. 

_ The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. On motion of 
| Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 3d time and passed 
| by the following vote : 

| Yeas.—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, 
Millican, Palmer, Petter, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Troit, 
| Weatherford, Whitaker, and Wren,—21. 

| Nays.—Mr Armstong,—1. 

Mr Hill moved the reconsideration of the vote rejecting a bill 
Ha the relief of the young men of Red River and Lamar coun- 
ties, 

: — motion of Mr Wren, Mr Hill’s motion was laid on the 
PeADIC, 

| Report of the committee on private land claims no. 2, on the 
Petition of Wm. E. Jones, administratot of W. C. Clopton, 
recommending its reyection—read.. 


` third time and passed. 


l 
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On motion of Mr Guinn, the report was laid on the table. 

A bill for the relief of John Sparks, read 2d time and ordered 
tə be engrossed. i 

On motion of Mr Whitaker, the rule was suspended, bill read 


The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a joint res- 
olution granting leave of absence to J. L. Ankrim Judge of the 
10th Juuicial District, offering a substitute therefor; read and 
the substitute adopted, and ; 

The bill read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Doane, the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, a House bill to authorize the| 
county Court of Travis county, to levy and collect a special tax, 
was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, the rule was suspended, bill read 
2d time and passed to a 3d reading. aot 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jose Maria Rodrigues. 

Read 2d time-and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion Mr Superviele, the rule was suspended, bill read 

3d time and passed. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Applewhite dec’d— 
read. 24 a | 
On motion of Mr Hord, the bill was amended by adding, 
“ provided said Applewhite or his heirs, has not received land 
from the Republic of Texas.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read 3d 
time and passed. e | 

Report of the Judiciary committee on a bill to require certain 
suits pending in the counties of Hill and Ellis, to be transferred 
to i ohnson county, recommending the rejection of the same- 
read. 

Mr White moved to lay both, bill and report on the table-] 
lost. | 

5 motion of Mr Weatherford, the report was laid on thl 
table. l | 

On motion of Mr Hord, the bill was postponed till Mondaj] 
the 21st inst. at 11 o'clock. | 

A bill for the relief of Charles Gilchrist ; read second timg 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr ‘Truit, the rule was suspended—bill reag 
third time and passed. : ; 4 
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Mr McCulloch introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Wm H Clopton, dec’d—read first time. 

On motion of Mr MeCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed . 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

Report of the committee on the Judiciary on the petition of 
Isabella Wingate and Jno Collins—requesting exemption from 
further consideration thereon, read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Bryant—read second time. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the biil was amended by adding— 
“Provided that this relinquishment shall not in anywise inter- 
fere with any right of any third party, previously acquired.” 

The Bill was then ordered to be engrossed. i 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 


-À bill to incorporate Shawnee Lodge, No. 15, of the I. O. O. 


F., with the report of the committee on State Affairs, offering | 


an amendment thereto, was read, the amendment adopted, and 


E 
i 


$ 


t 
H 


t 
i 
| 
f 
f 
£ 


bill ordered to be engrossed. f 
On motion of Mr Flanagan, the rale was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 
Yeas—Messrg Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, 


Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, McDade, Mav- 


erick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Super- 
viele, Taylor, of Cass, Truit, Whitaker and White—22. 

Navs—None. : 

On motion of Mr Guinn, a bill to allow John G Graham to 
transact business and make binding contracts in his own name, 
was taken up, read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, bill read 


third time and passed. 


Report of the eommittee on education, on a Bill to incorpo- 


rate Milam Male and Female Institute—offering an amendment 
thereto, was read and the amendment adopted. 


The Bill was farther amended by Mr Pirkey, by inserting 


the name of H. R. Runnels, among the directors. 


The Bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr Pirkey the rule was suspended, bill read 


third time and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, 


Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, McDade, Maverick, Mil- 


ican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Truit, 


Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren—23. Nays—None. 
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Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, re~ 
ported as correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day pre- 
sented to the Governor: A Bill to authorize the Comptroller to 
issue duplicates of certificates of certain lost certificates of stock 
on certain conditions. A bill sapplementary to an act to incor 
porate the Sulphur Fork Turnpike Company. A Bill author- 
izing the transfer of certain Stock Bonds on certain conditions. 
A Bill to create the fifteenth Judicial District, and provide for 
the election ofa Judge and District Attorney thereof, and de- 
fine the time of holding courts therein. A Bill defining the 
Seventh Judicial District, and the time of holding Courts in 
the sane. A Bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees of 
Thomas Williams. A Bill to incorporate the Brazoria County 
Insurance company, and A Bill for the relief of certain Sherifi 
therein named. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the Senate adjourned till Monday 
next, at 10 A. M. 


SENATE CHAMBER, \ 
Monday, January 21, 1856. 

The Senate was caHed to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjoursament—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. . 

"The journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr White presented the petition of the Aransas Road Com- 
pany: referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Hili, chairman of the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
submitted the following reports: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts have considered, the 
petition of N. Savery, and find, from the testimony, that said 
Savery was a member of the Texian army at the-time of the 
battle of San Jacinto, to 21st April, 1836; but was not actually 
engaged in the battle, in consequence of having been detailed 
on special service, by order of the commanding general. The 
committee are satisfied, that Mr Savery rendered important 
services to the:country at that eventful period, both before and 
after the battle; but the precise term of service cannot be 
ascertained. The committee are of opinion that he is entitled 
to donation land, and three hundred and twenty acres bounty 
land; and have instructed me to report the accowpanying bill 
for his relief, and recommend its passage. | 

A bill for the relief of N. Savery: read first time. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts have examined “A 
bill to amend the 7th seventh section of ‘An act to provide for 
the payment of six companies of mounted volunteers that were 
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mustered into the service of the State of Téxas, on the first day 
of November, 1854, under a requisition of Brevet Major-General 
Persifer F. Smith, and to pay the expenses incurred by said 
; companies,’” approved 14th January, 1856, and find that the 
section proposed to be amended only authorizes the Governor 
| to appoint one agent for the disbursement of the money due the 
| volunteers, on account of the services rendered by them. The 
| delay resulting from this arrangement, would not be doing 
| equal and exact justice to all. lt will be remembered that the 
| Governor, in calling those troops into service, divided the State 
| into six divisions; some of which, are in the extreme portions 
ofthe State. To require one agent to travel to all parts of the 
| State, would necessarily delay, probably for several months, 
| the payment of the companies last reached. To avoid this 
| delay and consequent hardship, the accompanying. bill author- 
| izes the Governor to appoint such additional number of persons, 
| or agents, as will secure the prompt payment of the parties 
| entitled. In this, no additional expense will be incurred by 
| the State. This bill further provides, thatif any person entitled 
| shall-fail to get his money from the agents, or either of them, 
| he shall be allowed to make application to the treasury for the” 
same; making proper proof as to his identity, and the perform- 
f ance of the serviee for which he claims pay. The committee 
| are unanimously of the opinion that the bill should pass, and 
Í recommend it accordingly. | a 
The committee on Ciaims and Accounts have had before 
|} them, “A bill for the relief of Thos. D. Cayce and Sarah 
| White,” and find that said Cayce claims compensation for 
property taken from him, and appropriated to the use of the 
Í army and soldiers of the late Republic of Texas, in the years 
| 1836 and °87. The evidence is full, and all that is presented 
|} given under oath, before an officer authorized to administer 
| oaths, . E 

| Capt. A. Neil states, that he was ordered, with his company, 
| to Cayce’s crossing, on tue west bank of the Colorado river, in 
| Matagorda county, to take possession of the place, and occupy 
| it as a military post; keep a ferry, build boats, and assist in the 
| transportation of all public matters between the government and 
| the army: to collect all the cattle near, and take charge of them; 
| using such only as were fit for beef; and obey such orders as 
| he should receive relative thereto. He found there some “five 
s or six hundred head of cattle,” dnd remained in charge of the 
$ station as commandant, from Nov. 1836, to June 1837, when 
$ he left it in charge of Oapt. Leftwich, 

| During the time that he was there, several hundred head of 
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cattle were Used—some as beef, some driven to head-quarters, 
and some stock cattle (cows and calves) traded off for beef cattle, 
and others delivered “to people under special orders :” all of 
which will be seen by-reference to the copy of said orders, as 
given in his deposition. He states “that he has no doubt that | 
three or four hundred head of cattle were used or driven away | 
from the post, whilst it was under his command, for the benefit 
of the army.” His orders were received from Generals Sam | 
Houston and Felix Houston, and Col. P. Caldwell, quarter- 
master. 

Francis T., Duffau states, that he was a member of Captain 
Neil’s company; that the cattle in the neighborhood were | 
regarded as the cattle of said Cayce, and was publie property, | 
and used for public purposes, and for the use of the troops 
stationed at.said Cayce’s crossing (the hides were sold in | 
Matagorda for coffee) and a large number used for beef and 
driven off to head quarters, and many cows and calves ex- | 
changed for beef eattle; that the company “had possession of | 
Col. Cacey’s plantation, houses, ferry, &c, and used whatever § 
- could be made useful for the army: the buildings were much 
injured; and when he left the place, it was generally ina f 
dilapidated condition.” That when the company took possess- 
ion of the place, a Mr. Cunningham had it in charge, as the | 
agent of said Cayce; that said Cunningham was compelled to 
yield possession, and had to leave contrary to his wish. 

Gov. A. C. Horton states, that he was in the army of Texas | 
in 1586, and frequently passed the residence of Thomas Cayce, J 
on the Colorado; that there were a number of troops stationed | 
there, under the command of Captain Leftwick—a portion of | 
the troops were quartered in the house of said Cayce, anda J 
portion in tents; all the fencing, or the greater part of it, was 
destroyed by the soldiers, and the houses materially injured. 

Mr Cayce bought a number of cattle of Mr Coleman (the pre- 
cise number he did not know ;) it was generally reported about | 
five hundred head, ont of which he only recovered fifty or sixty | 
head after the invasion. He heard the soldiers say that they | 
got their rations out of the stock at that place. There was no | 
other person living on the other side of the river, within twenty | 
miles who had any stock, and the soldiers must have used the 
stock of sasd Cayee. The place, after the soldiers left it, was 
in such a damaged condition, that the said Cayce never occupied 
it thereafter, but sold it at what he considered a great sacrifice. | 

Robert Williams testifies that said Cayce bought of H. H. 
Leagree in 1833, or early in 1834, 100 head of cattle; he also 
bought of Mr Coleman early in 1836, 500 head of grown eat- | 
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tle, and all of his young stock from three years old and down; 
he would snppose, with the increase of his stock, he must have 
had from 900 to 1200 head of cattle at the time of his leaving 
| his place, and that he found only 40 or 50 head on his return. 
J. B. Richards, John Sockey, J. and L Cacey, J. Smith, J. 
| C. Cunningham, and J.and H. P. Redfield, sustain substantially 
| the facts as given by the other witnesses, and state further, 
| that the ferry boat of said Cayce was lost by the troops. The 
| bill appropriates $2,150 00 for the beef and boat which were 
| used for the benefit of the army; the committee recommend 
| that it pass. 
| The bill also proposes to allow Mrs Sarah White $1,000 00 
| for property taken and used by the Texas army, in the same 
| way, and during the same period; the proof of which is of the 
; same character, and equally as reliable as that adduced in sup~ 
| port of the claims of Mr Cayce. A majority of the committee 
| therefore instruet me to report the same back to the Senate, and 
| recommend its passage, 
| Mr Truit, from the committee on private land claims No. 1, 
| to which was referred the petition of Cling Pearson, reported a 
į Dill for his relief, reeommending its passage. 
| A bill for the relief of Cling Pearson ; read first time. 
| Om motion of Mr Armstrong the rule was suspended, bill 
Í read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. : 
į On motion of Mr Armstrong the rule was further suspended, 
| bill read third time, and passed. i 
| Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public 
į debt, made the following reports : 
| The committee on public debt, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of J. H. Herndon and M. M. Battle, for the parties at in— 
terest, have considered the same, and find that petitioners allege 
Bthat Handy and Lusk had on board the’ schooner Sandiago, 
goods, wares, and merchandise, to the amount of $20,000 00, 
B bound for New Orleans, in April 1836; that the vessel was at 
| Velasco pressed by the commander of the port into the service 
of Texas, for the purpose of carrying off the families and some 
BGovernment property, and was’ detained several days. That 
when she was released, she put to sea, and in attempting to cross 
he Brazos Bar, she was wrecked, and the crew lost. The pe- 
titioner alleges that the wreck and loss was consequent upon the 
Bdetention on the part of the officérs of the Republic of ‘lexas, 
aud therefore the Government should make good the loss to the 
parties. Now the question arises, was the loss caused by the 
@ctention, or not? This isa nice point for the committee, or 
ey one else to decide; the wreck might have occurred, had the 
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vessel been permitted to pursue her voyage without detention. 
This is one of the contingencies which we think no one can 
decide correctly. . The committee, from the facts before them, 
` are not willing to say that such is the case, and therefore recom. 
mend the rejection of the petition. 

The committee on public debt have considered a joint reso- 
lution concerning the public debt, and a substitute therefor, and 
find that the original resolution proposes to pay the difference 
between the face value and the pro rata allowed by the debt act, 
to the original owners. ‘The substitute proposes in lieu of this 
to make an appropriation (out of the monies accruing to the 
State of Texas by the acceptance of the public debt bill now 
pending) for the payment of certain hard cases, aS comprised in 
Document C, of the report of the Auditorial Board in Novem. 
ber, 1851. These cases were sealed to 70 cents on the dollar, 
when they should have been allowed at par—one of them was 
paid by special act of the last Legislature. The committee are 
of opinion that should the debt bill pass, that the difference be. 
tween the face and pro rata before alluded to, should be used in 
relieving such cases as are comprised in the substitute, as it is 
very certain at some time, those claims will be paid. 

They therefore recommend the adoption of the substitute, and 
passage of the bill, 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of F rancis Blundell. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Derby Morris, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Moore. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Patterson. 

A bill for the reliet of Robert Sanders. 

A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issne to Alexander McCulloch a certificate for one- uu 
of aleague of land. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Edgar M. Sanders, 

Joint resolution granting leave of absence to Joel L. Ankrim, 
judge of the lith judicial district. 
ae bill forthe relief of John W. Oollins, and Nathan W. 

us 

A bill for the relief of John S. Hill. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Bryant. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and assigns of Hezekiah 
George. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Gilchrist, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Jose de Jesus Rodrigues 


387. 


. Abill to allow John G. Graham to transact business and make 
binding contracts in his own name. 

A bill for the relief of John Sparks. 

A bill for the relief of Stephen F. Sparks, 

A bill to change the name of Rosalia [fernandez to Maria 
Rosalia Upshur. 

A. bill for the reliefof the heirs of Willian H. Clopton, 

And a bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Applewhite. 
~ Mr Russell, from the same committee, reported correctly en- 
| grossed, 
| A bill to incorporate Milam male and female Institute. 
A bill to amend the 4th section of an act entitled, an act ‘to 
i incorporate the Galvéston and Brazos Navigation compan y—ap- 
proved Feb. 8th, 1850, 
| na a bill to incorporate Shawnee Lodge No, 15. of the I.O. 
0. F. 
| Mr Burroughs presented the petition of B. F. Weatherred ; 
referred to committee on privaie land claims, No. 2. 
| Mr Bryan presented the petition of H. Burroughs ; referred to 
feommiltee on public debt. ; 
| Mr Grimes introduced a bill to incorporate Alta Mira Lodge, 
No. 55, I. O. O. F.; read first and second times, and referred to 
committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr Taylor of Cass introduced a bill providing for a change in 
ithe Treasury fiscal year: read first time. 
| On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
| Mr Taylor of Cass moved the further suspension of the rule, 
carried ; and bill read third time, and passed. 
| Mr Burroughs, chairman of the select committee, to which 
was referred a resolution instructing them to investigate the re- 
eent frauds committed in procuring bounty atid donation land 
Fwarrants, headright certificates, and soldiers’ pay, made the fol- 
lowing report: l 


: SENATE CHAMBER, } 


Jan. 21st, 1856. f 

To the Hon. H. R. Runnels, 

| = President of the Senate: 

E The select committee, to whom was referred a resolution in— 
structing them to investigate the recent frands committed in pro- 
furing bounty and donation land warrants, headright certificates, 
rnd soldiers’ pay, and that they report to the Senate the extent 
pf the frauds, with a bill to detect the same, and prevent their 
consummation, have attended to the duties assigned them, and 
ave examined all the evidence that it was possible to obtain in 
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regard to those matters, and now beg leave to report that they 
believe at least two hundred and forty-two certificates have been 
fraudulently obtained from the Adjutant General’s office, to wit: 


Eleven bounty certificates for 800 acres each, _ 8,800 
Forty-eight bounty and donation (mostly donation) for 

640 acres each, 30,520 
One hundred ‘and eighty-twe bounty certificates for 

320 acres each, 58,240 
Amounting in the aggregate, to . 97,560 


Those certificates were all issued to assignees since about the 
ist day of January, 1854, upon forged assignments, all of which 
purported to have been acknowledged or proved before some 
chief justice, notary public, or county clerk. In many instances 
it is known that the certificates of the officers before whom these 
assignments purported to have been acknowledged or proven, 
were forgeries, and in many instances it is believed that the 
officers before whom the acknowledgements and proofs purported 
to have been taken, were cognizant of the forgeries, and gave 
blank certificates to be filled up by the assignees, or wi'tully 
made faise certificates. | 

In other instances, persons falsely represented themselves to 
be the assignees, or witnesses to the assignments, and appeared 
before the officers and acknowledged or proved these assignments, 

The committee have ascertained by positive evidence that 
many of these assignees had been dead for years before the date 
of these assignments, and that some of them are still-‘living, and 
declare that they never executed any such assignments. 

Most of these assignments purport to have been made by per- 
sons who were actually entitled to land for services, and who 
had never obtained certificates therefor; but many certificates 
have been issued upon forged assignments of fictitious persons, 
and persons who never rendered any service, under the provis- 
ions of the seeond section of an act to provide for tlie issuance 
of bounty and donation land warrants to persons entitled to the 
éame—approved Jan. 31st, 1854, which anthorized the Adjutant 
General to issue bounty and donation certificates to persons 
whose naiues did not appear upon the muster rolls in his office, 
upon the affidavits of two persons whose names appeared in the 
muster rolls of the company, stating the date and time of service 
of the applicant; these certificates were obtained upon forged 
affidavits, of persons whose names appeared -upon the muster 
rolls of the company, many of whom had been dead for years 
before the date of these affidavits. 

The committee have also ascertained that at the time the par- 
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ties obtained these certificates upon false and forged assign= 
‘ments, they also obtained in many instances from the Adjutant 
General a certificate to the auditor, that the assignee was enti- 
led to the monthly pay of the assignor, which certificates were 
subsequently audited and paid, by which means the sum of 
about twenty-four hundred and fifty dollars and thirty-two cents 
have been drawn from the Treasurer, by parties who were not 
entitled to it. l 

The committee have reason to believe, that besides the certifi— 
cates referred to above, others issued from the Adjutant Gener— 
al’s office previous to the Ist of January, 1854, upon false and 
forged assignments, but they have not been able to satisfy them— 
selves what number were-so issued. 

The committee have also ascertained that fourteen forged 
judgments for one league and labor of land each, some against 
the Republic and some against the State of Texas, confirming 
certificates which were not recommended for patent by the 
traveling and local boards of land commissioners, have been en- 
tered upon the records of the district court of San Augustine 
| county, amounting in the aggregateto 64,470 acres, and that 
; about 10,100 acres of land were patented under these judgments, 
before these forgeries were discovered. 

They have also ascertained that many forged certificates are 
in circulation, which purport to have issued from the county 
| court of San Augustine county, some of which were falsely re- 
ported to the Commissioner of the General Land Office by the 
late Clerk of that court. 
| They have also ascertained that the records of the board of 
_ land commissioners of Shelby county have recently been 
changed, so as to make it appear that two certificates for one 
| league and labor each, twelve for one-third of a league, and 
| twelve for 1280 acres each were issued by said board, when in 
fact, no such certificates were ever isstted ; and the committee fear 
that serious frauds of a similar nature to those above referred to 
| have been practiced in other conuties, though they have no posi- 
| tive evidence on the subject. 
| The committee do not deem it expedient or proper to name 
here any of the parties who have perpetrated these frauds and 
| forgeries, nor the witnesses from whom they have received tes- 
| timony, as these matters are now undergoing judicial investiga- 
| tion, and means are being taken to have the parties prosecuted. 
|  Thecommittee present herewith a bill to be entitled, “an act 
| to ascertain the legal claims for lands against the State,” which 
| they recommend to the favorable consideration of the Senate; 
| this act provides the mode of proving up claims for land, upon 
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which certificates have not heretofore issued, and also contains 
provisions by which it is believed that all of the fraudulent cer- 
tificates will be detected, and be stopped from obtaining patents 
thereon. . 


The committee in the investigation of the different frauds, 
have had abundance of evidence before them, which shows that 
the Executive by his vigilance and care, has prevented an im- 
mense loss to the State, and by the firm and decided stand he 
took in the investigation of the frauds, and preventing their con- 
summation, shows that he bad an eye Single to the interest of 
the State, regardless of consequences. | . 

J. M. BURROUGHS, 
. Chairman of Select Committee. | 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, and the | 
report taken up, and one hundred copies of the report and bill 
were ordered to be printed and made the special order of the 
day for Friday, the 25th inst. 

Mr Hord offered the following resolution: | 

fiesolved, That the select committee for the investigation of 
the reports of Messrs Taylor and Lane, Commissioners to ex- 
amine land titles west of the Nueces, be instructed to receive 
and examine certain titles to lands in the same part of the 
State, which are now in the hands of Felix A. Blueher— 
adopted. 

Mr Palmer offered the following resolution : 

fiesolved, ‘That the committee on Public Printing be author- 
- ized and requested to have 200 copies of the names and post- 
offices of the members of the Senate printed, for the use ot the 
Senate—adopted. 

Mr ‘Taylor, of Cass, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby authorised to contract for the renovating of Washing- 
ton’s portrait, and when finished to have the same placed. in the 
Senate chamber, and that he is hereby authorised to draw from 
the contingent fund of the Senate a sufficient amount to pay 
for the same, not to exceed one hundred dollars—adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following bills, originating in 
the Senate: l 

À bill to creste the county of Wise. 

A bill to create the county of Comanche, with an amend- 
ment. 

A bill confirming certain headright grants on the boundary 
line of Austin’s Colony and Robertson’s Colony. 

A bill to create the county of Erath. 
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_& bill to create the county of Atascosa ; and 
A Joint Resolution, appropriating $5, 548 70 to meet certain 
expenditures made for the Penitentiary. z 

Also, a bill, originating in the House, to authorise John H 
White, a minor, to take charge of his estate, and transact busi- 


` ness as thongh be were of fall age. 


- (eT ae 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The report of the committee on the Judiciary, on a bill for 
the relief of the "Pexan creditors of the German Emigration 


| Company, and to quiet the titles to lands of the colonists, their 


repr resenthtives and assignees in Fisher & Miller’s colony, of- 


| fering a substitute therefor. was read and substitute adopted. 


Mr Palmer offered the Yollowing amendment : 
In See. 3, after the word “ land, Vin 2d line, insert “ within 
the limits of said colony, in the same manner as their premium 


| certificates, and any other lands.” Adopted. 


On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjourned until 9 


_ o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Senare Turspay, January 22d, 1856 
The Senate was called to order, by the President. Prayer 


| by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum present. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 


| ate of the passage of the following bills originating in the Senate. 


A bill to legalize the official nets John El. Smither as clerk 


District court of Bowie cou nty. 


A bill for the purchase-of a site and the erection of a Store 


| and warehouse and et other purposes. 


A bill donating one league of land to Mrs. Elizabeth Crocket. 
A bill supplementary to an act to define the time of holding 


| the District courts in the thirteenth Judicial District. 


A bill to confirm the titles of certain pre-emption settlers Gate 


in the limits of Peters’ Colony. 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth J ones, and A bill 


| to incorporate Lagrange Lodge No. 30 of the Independent Order 
of Odd-Fellows. Also informing the Senate that the House had 
į concurred in the Senate’s amendments to the following bills: 


A bill to incorporate the Henderson Female College. 
A bill for the relief of Kindallis Bryan. 
A bill to incorporate Walker tee No. 19 of the I. O. o. F., 


| and has receded from their 2d amendment to A bill to incorp orate 
| the city of Marshall. 


Also of the psssage by the House of a bill to incorporate the 
ashington county Railroad company, originating in their body. 
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Mr Truehart from the committee on private land claims no, 1, 
to which was referred the petition of Isabel Seguin Y. Ruiz— 
Yeported a bill for her relief, recommending its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Isabel Seguin Y. Ruiz; read first time. 

Mr Grimes chairman of the-committee on Finance, to which 
was refered a bill to amend the first Section of an act defin- 
ing the duties of the State Treasurer, approved March 19th 1846, 
proposing to raise the bond of the State Treasurer from seventy- 
five thousand to three hundred thousand dollars, reported that 
the large amount of money now in the Treasury, requires an 
increase of the amount demanded by the existing law, and hence 
recommended the passage of the bill. 

Mr Hill chairman of the committee on claims and accounts, 
to which was referred the petition of Wm. C. Miller, asking 
additional pay for services rendered the late Republic of Texas 
in 1836 and 7, reported the evidence insufficient to warrant the 
Legislature in granting such relief, and recommended its re~ 
jection. 


Mr Taylor Cass, chairman of the committee on Public Debt, 
submitted the following report: 

The committee on Public Debt, to which was referred the 
petition of Stephen Whitney, and find the petitioner prays the 
payment of a certain receipt, given by Samuel M. Williams, to 
John T. Mason, for one thousand dollars, on the 27th day of 
November 1835. The petitioner alledges that this money was 
loaned to Texas through her agent Mr Williams. But by a ret- 
erence to the laws of the consultation of 1835 &c., we find that 
Mr Williams was not authorized to negotiate loans or transact 
business for ‘Texas until January 1836. This purports to have 
been done in November 1835. Therefore he had no authority 
to act previously to 1836, and again, we find upon examination 
ofthe vouchers of Samuel M. Williams, nothing to prove that 
he’even received this money, nor was it ever expended on ac- 
count of Texas. All things considered, we think the prayer of 
the petitioner should not be granted. 

Mr Whitaker chairman of the committee on private land. 
clains/no. 2, made the following reports : 

‘The committee on private laud claims no. 2, to which was 
referred the petition of John Campbell and Anthon Lemcvol, on 
examination find from the certificate of Captain Gibson Kuy- 
kendall, and the affidavits of petionerers, that they were mem- 
bers of the army in the spring of 1836, and left sick at Donahoe’s 
on the Brazos with the measles, thereby being prevented from 
participating in the action of the 21st April 1836. The com- 
mittee present the above statement and the accompanying bill 
for the consideration of the Senate. | | 
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A bill for the relief of John Campbell and Anthan Lemeodl; 


| yéad first time, 


The committee on private land claims No. 2, have consid- 
èred the petition of Louisa Nethery formerly Trent, and find 


| from the evidence that she emigrated to Texas in 1835, aš the 
Í widow Trent, with her child, a daughter, and has continued to 


reside in this State natil the present time. They therefore in- 
jstract me to report the accompanying bill and recommend its 
| passare. 
: A bil for the relief of Louisa Nethery; read first time. 

Mr Pirkey from the committee oa public lands, to which 
Í was referred, a bill requiring the Commissioner of the General 
‘Land Office to perform certain duties therein named, and A bill 
for the relief of Geo, W. Shelton, both originating in the House, 
reported the same back, recommending their passage. : 
| Mr McCulloch chairman of the select committee appointed 
fíor the investigation of the situation of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, submitted the following report: i 


: COMMITTEE Room, 
January, 20th, 1856. 
Hon. H. R. Runnels, i 


President of the Senate, and 
To the Hon. H. P. Bee, 


| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

| Your committees, appointed on the part of the Senate and | 
louse of Representatives, for the purpose of examining the sit- 
mation of the Treasury Department, have acted jointly in the 
Bischarge of that duty, and ask leave to report: 

| That after the most rigid and strict examination under the 
resolution of the two Houses of the Legislature, we can say that 
every dollar with which the Treasurer is properly chargable is 
gen hand, safely deposited in the vaults of the Treasury, that the 
books are properly kept and so arranged that it is an easy mat- 
ger to refer to any and every item upon them. The Committee 
Bad no reason to suppose that they would not find all the mo- 
Bey on hand, but regarded it their duty to ascertain the fact be- 
ond a doubt, which they have done by handling and counting 
every dollar of the money, and examining carefully the assets, 
gd the correctness of the Treasurer’s Report respecting these 
muds. Within the last two years several thousand: dollars 
mave been disbursed by that officer, and several millions have 
gcc in his hands, and we think it but justice to the Treasurer, 
Er. James H. Raymond, to say that we think the money of the 
B‘ate.in the hands of a safe man; and with the co-operation of 
Ee Comptroller,, Mr. James B. Shaw, we are satisfied that 
a . 89 
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about three thousand dollars has been saved to the State by the 
sale of the interest coupons of the United States’ indemnity 
bonds in this market, instead of sending an agent twice a year 
to Washington Nity to collect them, to say nothing of the risk 
the State would necessarily run in sending such agent after the 
money so great a distance with so many possibilities of loss. 
You committee have also examined the office of the Comp. 
troller, and find that the business of that office is performed with 
immense labor, is complicated, diversified to some extent, ant 
that noone could perform its duties who was not well qualified 
yet everything is so well arranged that those acquainted with 
its business can easily ascertain anything connected with it 
and explain all of it to the satisfaction of others. - This office 
with that of Auditor, operates as a check upon the ‘Treasuref 
- and he cannot legally pay any money out of the Treasury 
without the warrant ot the Auditor and Comptroller for thd 
same, consequently, no money can be drawn from the Treasuy 
improperly with any legal showing, unless connived at by botlf 
of those officers, as their books always correspond if the busi] 
ness is correctly transacted. The Comptroller has furnishedj 
the Committee with the following statement: | 
Total amount of Cash to be accounted for by James H. Ra 
mond, Treasurer, on the 7th day of December, 1855, viz: J 
in U.S. Bonds for disbursement, . . $1,575, 000 0 
e1 © Special School Fund, . 2,600,0000 (i 
e «General School Fund, . . 53,000 0i 


oo 


Total U. S. Bonds, . . 

In specie for disbursement, $ 89,748.14 
Gen’! School Fund, 75,668,19 — 

s Spec’l do. do. 114,529,71 

ce County Taxes, 138,198,84 

e Fees of Asses’rs & Col. 802,56 

« . RR. R. Tax Bexar Co.. 768 52 

< Settlem’nt of Estates, 10,444,22 


“©  Escheats, 230,40 
‘Total Specie, $ 255 
In promissory notes of estates, public debt, 
Add the receipts.for November, 2,264 % 
£ “6 “« December to date, 26 


Which makes a sum total of $3,886,808 $ 
Comptrollers Office, Austin, Dec. 7th, 1855. i 
The above exhibits the amount and character of funds i 
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hich the Treasurer, James H. Raymond, is this day accoun~ ` 
ble, He isjentitled to an allowance for his disbursements from 
id ist day of November last to this date. The Interest Cou- 
ons upon $3,628,000 00 U. S. Bonds have been accounted for 
y him up to, and including those due on the Ist day of July, 
855. Any coupons still on hand come to him as specie. 
Signed, JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 

b meet this the Committee found in the vaults of the Treasury: 
n the U. S. indemnity bonds, ; $3,628,000 00 
i Gold and Silver coin, * $187,301,26 
h receipts, pay of members to date, 18,599,50 
i miscellaneous am/’ts paid out, 6,321,958 
i conting’t expen’s of Legislature 


to date, ays oh : 3,547,97 
| pay warrants for November, 10,078,64 
b public debt, a . 4£,915,42 
| Treasury Warrants for Dec. 29,044,01 


‘Repeaapmmepcaensaacs 


Total in promiscuous funds,  , “i $258,808 38 


Í Which makes a grand total of : $3.886,808 388 
}We find that eight clerks are now constantly employed in 
is department, one in the Treasurer’s Office, and seven in the 
Puptroliers Office. The Comptroller is by law required to. 
mpare the Assessors returns with the abstract of Titles fur- 
bhed him from the General Land Office, as well as to furnish 
b Assessors of the various counties with a statement of the 
nds which are situated in their respective counties, owned by 
an-residents, upon which the taxes have not been assessed or 
aid and it appears that the abstract above alluded to cannot 
{furnished in due time by the Land Office, because the Comp- 
Pler has not a proper clerical force to put there for that pur- 
Be. We are therefore constrained to recommend that he be 
Fhorized to employ one draftsman and two additional clerks 
F one year, to enable him to have the abstract prepared, and 
P Assessors books compared with the same. 

Under the present law, the fiscal year ends on the last day of 
tober in each year, and the Legislature meets on the first 
bnday in November, once in two years, It will be remem- 
red that all the officers of the State are required to make their 
ports te the Governor, and throngh him they are submitted 
the Legislature; and it will be observed that there is now 
By afew days between the end of the fiscal year and the 
eting of the Legislature, consequently the officers of this 
@artment cannot make their reports until some time after the 
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gession of the Legislature has commenced. This, we think 
ought to be altered, so that these- reports could: be. made to the 
Governor in time for-him to submit them to the Legislature a 
the beginning of the session, and in order to accomplish thy 
end we respectfully recommend that the law be so changed y. 
to make the fiscal year end on the last day of September insteg 
of October. —. - - 

We find that the officers of this department have been cen 
sured by some of our citizens respecting the course which the 
have pursued in disposing of the interest coupons before referre 
te in this report. ‘This matter has been carefully examine 
into by your committee, by testing the value of the couponsin 
this market, by calling merchants and others before us, and by 
examining the books of S. M. Swenson, through whom mosto 
them have been disposed of, and we are led to the conelusin 
that the prejudice has been created by improper impression 
originating possibly from competition among merchants, tm 
ders, and others; and that there is no good grounds of com 
plaint against the officers upon this subject, and can see nore 
son for advising any change respecting the manner of disposin 
of this species of our funds, so long as there is no loss to th 
State by discount upon them. 

Your committee also find, upon a close examination of tk 
appropriations by previous Legislatures for the constructiu 
and furnishing the State capitol, that the laws made the appr 
priations out of the United States bonds, or the proceeds theres 
these bonds are worth a premium of six per cent, án draw fir 
per cent interest, which is payable semi-annually ; and if a 
appropriation of $100,000 was made out of the proceeds 
these bonds, and the officers disbursing the money under tht 
law was to put a construction upon it, that would earry tl 
preminm and interest with it, or the bonds with the intere 
and premium, instead of selling the bonds for the premium at 
retaining it with the interest „in the Treasury, such approp! 
ation would amount to $106,000 by counting the premu 
alone, and if the money was.not paid ont immediately the » 
terest would increase it at the rate of $416,662 per month. 
This construction was placed by the officers of this departmé 
upon the three appropriations made for the capitol, amount 
by the laws to $175,000. We find that the sum of $1844 
08 has been paid out, except $684 68, which is considered il 
to some of the contractors and will eventually be paid to thet 
and although from the books. they show clearly that all of 
has been paid out for. theobjects-for which the original app 
priation was intended. by the Legislature that-passed.the W 
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vot we are not prepared to agree with the officers in the con- 
traction which they have put upon the law, and although the 
State seems to have suffered no great wrong in this instance, 
ve deem it our duty to call the attention of the Legislature to 
jue matter, ing order that when any appropriations are made 
fom the Treasury hereafter, that the laws may be made so ex- 
plicit that they cannot be misconstrued by any person. 

| We ask leave to present a bill for changing the fiscal year 
vith this report, and recommend its passage. 

| All of which we most respectfully submit to the considera. 


lion of the Legislature. 
| H. E. McCULLOCH, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
JOHN HENRY BROWN, | 

| One of the House Committee. 
Í l concur in the opinion of the majority of the committee, 
Bxcept as to the interpretation placed by them upon the act of 
Bppropriation of the United States Bonds for the construction 
pi the capitol building. JI have examined the Act of the Le- 
rslature making the appropriation with a good deal of care, 
ind Tam or opinion that it was the duty of the Treasurer, and 
at he could have been compelled to pay the bonds to the con- 
ractors without reference to their marketable value, and that 
pot an act of appropriation of so much money, but a specific . 
ppropriation. , 
J. M. ARDREY, 
One oi the Committee. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on public lands, made the 
plowing report: 
Í The committee on public lands to which was referred a bill 
pouring the Commissioner ot the General Land Office to 
ptent certain School Lands, surveyed for Navarro County, have 
ad the same under consideration. It appears that the lands 
rere located and surveyed within the belt of country known as 
he Mississippi and Pacific Railroad reserve, but before the 
P*ssage of the act making the reservation; that the field notes 
Fere not returned within the time prescribed by law, and that 
Ney cannot now be re-located under the act of 10th February 
850. The committee therefore, knowing the culpable negli- 
ence of the County Courts in having surveyed and patented 
he school lands of their respective counties, think the “ little 
pes” should not be made to suffer in consequence of it. They 
pstetore instruct me to return the bill, and recommend its 
p sage, 
| Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
Prrectly engrossed. i 
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A bill providing for a change in the Treasury fiscal year. 

And a bill for the relief of Cling Pearson. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, rẹ 

orted— 
: A bill for the relief of the Galveston and Red river Railway 
Company and supplementary to the several aets ineorporatin 
said Company. 

A bill for the relief of © M Goolsby. 

A bill conferring power on County Courts and town and cit 
corporate authorities to establish quarantine regulations. 

A bill to permit the city of Houston te levy a special tax fo 
Railroad purposes. 

And a joint resolution, appropriating $5,548 70 to meet ce 
tain expenditures made for the Penitentiary ; eorrectly enrolle 
—properly signed, and on yesterday presented to the Governo 

On motion of Mr Whitaker, a bill for the relief of Stephen! 
Sparks was taken up—read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, a bill for the reliet of Elijah} 
Thomas and Elisha Thomas was taken up—read second tim 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion ot Mr Pedigo, the rule was suspended—bill rea 
third time and passed. . 

On motion of Mr Wren, the motion to reconsider the vot 
rejecting a bill for the relief of the young men of Red Rive 
and Lamar counties, was taken up, and the vote reconsider 

Mr Wren offered a bill to authorize the District Courts 
issue land certificates in certain eases, as a substitute for tl 
bill—adopted, and on motion of Mr Guinn, made the speci 
order of the day for Friday the 25th inst., at 12 o’clock, M. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. . 

A bill for the relief of the Oreditors and Colonists of the Ge 
man Emigration Company, and indemnify said Company ! 
lands given by the State to Colonists—being under consider 
tion when the Senate adjourned on yesterday, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned until! 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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Wepnespay, Jan. 23rd, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplein—roll called—quo!' 
present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, 

Mr Grimes presented the petition of Francis W. Johnsa 
referred to the committee on private land claims, No. 1. 

Mr Lott presented the petition of Mary Waters; referred | 
the committee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr Potter from the committee an the Judiciary; to which was 
referred a bill to incorporate Alta Mira Lodge, No. 55, of I. O. 
0. F., reported the same back, recommending ils passage. 

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 

rovements, made the following report : l 

The comiaittee on Internal Improvements, to which was re- 
ferred a bill to incorporate the Jefferson and Dangerfield Rail 
Road company, have, after examination, concluded that itis a 
legitimate and necessary enterprise and asks no privileges beyond 
those common aud proper. ‘The committee therefore, return it, 
recommending its passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the Judiciary committee, to which 
was referred a bill to define the 4th Judicial District and pre- 
scribe the time of holding courts therein, returned the same, re- 
commending its passage. 

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of Elijah B. Thomas and Elisha Thomas. 

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the joint select committee, sub- 
mitted the following report : 

The joint select committee on the part of the Senate, to which 
was referred the memorial of Gen. T. J. Chambers, with an ac— 
eompanying bill, have instructed me to report as follows: Gen. 
Chambers appeared before the joint select committee, and ex- 
plained to the members thereof the machine which he claims to 
have invented, and in regard to which his memorial and accom- 
panying bill were presented tothe Senate. The explanations of 
Gen. Chambers were frank and full, and as minuteand complete 
as could be made without models er drawings, within the time 
occupied before the committee. 

The committee think proper to state that the machine in 
question as explained to them, is constructed on well known and 
well established principles of physics, that it isto be operated 
by a power or powers in common use. The application of these 
powers ana principles, is believed to be novel, and justly entitles 
the inventor to the claim of originality. 

In view of the numerousand wonderful applications of known 
Powers and principles, for which the present age of the world is 
pre-eminently distinguished; and your committee have only to 
cite the steam engine and Morse’s telegraph—they are prepared 
to contemplate without prejudice, any machinery or discovery 
which proposes to abridge human labor and animal toil, and to 
facilitate the intercourse of mankind. On the other hand, the 
frequent failures and disappointments of the most ingenious, san- 
gune, and gifted inventors, admonish your committee to express 
themselves with a proper reserve in-regard to any invention or 
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machine, which has not been tested by practice on a large seale. 
They ave therefore wisely, as is deemed, _abstained from ex- 
pressing.a positive opinion on this point. 

-On another point, that -of the economical working of the 
machine, provided it be otherwise successful, your committee 
believe that this can be tested only w actual experiment, 

If the machine is successful, as claimed, it will be by the in- 
ventor ; or if it succeeds in a considerable degree only, your 
committee believe Gen. Chambers to be justly entitled to such 
advantages as are usually awarded to inventors. 

Your committee have accordingly determined to report the 
accompanying bill and to recommend it to the favorable consid- 
eration of the Senate. Your committee beg the attention of 
the Legislature ta the two following facts: First, that no ap. 
propriation of money is asked for—and secondly, that no grant of 
land is made, except on the condition of roads being worked, and 
in actual use, for a distance of not less than 25 miles. The land 
bonus, like the corporate privileges, is contingent on actual suc- 
cess, and a right thereto, will acerue only-on this success being 
universally manifest. 

The committee are therefore of opinion that the rights of the 
State heing so guarded, the prayer of the memorialist may and 
should be ‘granted. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A bill to incorporate the Terraqueous transportation com- 
pany—vread 1st time. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, the rule was: suspended and the bill 
made the special order for Friday the 25th inst. 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on education, made 
the following report: 

The committee on education have instructed me to report back 
to the Senate, a bill to appropriate five hundred leagues of Jand 
for the support of common schools, and recommend that it be 
laid on the table. 

The committee have another ies before them making an ap- 
propriation of the proceeds of sales of public lands to the com- 
mon school fund, which they are disposed to regard with more 
favor than the one now reported. 

: Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public debt, 

made the following report : 

The committee on public debt have considered the petition of 
Geo. H. Burroughs, and find that he was commissioned as cap- 
tain of the Texas Militia on the 10th day of January, 1836— 
that he raised a company at Zanesville, Ohio, for--the Texas 
Army—he came to Texas and served as captain for the period of 
eight months—that he expended for supplies and transport 
for his company, four hundred and twenty dollars. That he 
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brought into the Texas Army fifty-six stand of arms, which was 
valued at eight hundred and ninety-six dollars, and that he re- 
ceived for his pay a draft on the Treasurer for five hundred dol- 
lars—all of which is nnpaid and still due. 

The committee are fully satisfied as to the justness of the 
claim as they find it all to be correct in the auditor’s office. The 
petitioner alleges as a reason for not having applied at an early 
day, that soon after returning from Texas, he removed to Wis- 
consin, quite remote from ‘Cexas—that he never knew or saw 
anything of the ability of Texas to liquidate her liabilities until 
the 22d day of August, 1851, but a few days before the closing 
of the auditorial board—that he is poor, and was not able to 
come to Texas upon an uncertainty. From all the facts, the 
committee are fully satisfied that the relief prayed for should be 
granted, and herewith report a biil recommending its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Geo, H. Burronghs; read first time. 

-On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the rule was suspended, the 
bill read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

Mr Pirkey, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following report: . 

The committee on Public Lands have considered the petition 
of S A White,- as assignee of Simon © White, and find that 
Sarah White emigrated to Texas prior to the Declaration of In- 
dependence, remained aud died here,—that she was the head of 
a family—that on the 20th day of Jan’y, 1838, Simon White, as 
the assignee of said Sarah, applied for and obtained from the 
Board of Land Commissioners of Jackson connty, a certificate, 
as assignee of said Sarah, for one league and labor of land— 
that on the 3d day of May, 1839, Simon sold and conveyed said 
certificates to said S A White. Further, said certificate was re- 
jected by the ‘“ Traveling Board,” and suit commenced by said 
S A White within the time prescribed by the Constitution for 
its establishment, but was dismissed after the time had expired 
for want of an affidavit to the petition. The committee have 


- been thus particular in stating the facts, because the petition asks 


the grant of the certificate directly to himself. 

The committee are satified that said Sarah White was entitled 
tothe land granted in the certificate, and a majority of those 
present have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, and 


. Yecomuend its passage: 
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Abill for the relief of S A White; read first time. 
On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read sec- 
ond time and ordered to be engrossed. 
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Mr Potter moved the further suspension of the rule; carried, 
and bill read third time and passed. oe | 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, moved the suspension of the rule, to take 
up a bill appropriating 500 leagues of land for the support and 
maintenance of common schools in the State of ‘hexas ; lost, 

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill for therelief of Wm H Hud- 
son; read first and second times and referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims, No 1. ` 

On motion of Mr Bryan, a bill for the relief of Thomas D 
Cayce was taken up. 

Mr Guinn offered the following amendment : 

Strike ont two thousand one hundred and fifty dollars and 
insert one thousand dollars; Iost. j 

The bill was then passed to a third reading by the following 
vote ; 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald- 
well, Flanagan, Hill, Hord, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Pal- 
mer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Truit, Whitaker 
and White—19. 

Nays—Messrs Grimes, Guinn, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, 
Scott, Taylor, of Cass, Weatherford and Wren—9. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

Mr Palmer introduced a bill to establish a fund for the sup- 
port of a law school in the State; read first and second times 
and referred to the committee on Education. 

A mesage was received from the House, informing the Se- 
nate that the House had passed the following bills, originating 
in that body: 

“A bill to create the county of Kerr ;” 

“A bill to create the county of Bandera;” a 

«A bill for the relief of Fred. W. Moore ;” 

“A bill to create the county of Maverick ;” 

“A bill to create the county of Kinney ;” 

‘A bill to create the coanty of Young” 

“ A bill to create the county of Uvalde;” 

A bill to create the county of Live Oak;” 

“A bill to incorporate the town ot Lexington ;” 

“A bill for the relief of Geo. W. Robinson ;” 

“A bill to incorporate Franklin College ;” 

“ A bill to incorporate the Texas Christian College,” 

‘A bill amendatory of an act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments,” approved March 20th, 1848 ;” z : 

“A bill authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ additional Draughtsmen and Clerks, and to 
fix the salaries of the same.” 
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“A bill to repeal an act eńtitled ‘An act to incorporate the 
Tyler University, in the town of Tyler, county of Smith, and 
to re-incorporate the same ;” and ~ . 

“A joint resolution instructing our senators, and requesting 
our representatives, relative-to the establishment of a new Dis- 
trict Court of the United States in the territory west of the 
Pecos river.” 

On motion of Mr. Potter, “A bill to create the county of 
Kerr” reported from the House, was taken up, and read first 
time. 

Mr. Potter moyed the suspension of the rule: carried, and 
the bill read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, a House bill to create the county of 
Bandera was taken up, and read first time. i 
© On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 

second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was farther suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the Senate bill, reported from the 
House with amendments, to create the county of Comanche, 
was taken up, and the amendments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the House bill to create the county 
of Live Oak was taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and amended by inserting an enacting clause. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day pre- 
sented to the Governor, “ A bill creating the county of Wise,” 
and “ A bill for the purchase of a site, and the erection of a 
store and warehouse, and other purposes.” - 

On motion of Mr. Palmer, the Senate adjourned till 3 o’clock 
P, M. 

3 o’CLOCK P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A bill for the relief of A. M Clare: read second time, and 
ordered to be engrossed. _ 

On motion of Mr. Weatherford, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was suspended, and the 
report of the committee on Public Debt on a * Joint Resolution 
concerning the Public Debt,” offering as a substitute therefor, 
“A bill to provide for the liquidation and settlement of certain 
meritorious claims therein named,” was taken up, and the sub- 
stitute adopted. 
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The bill was then read second time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. . 7 | 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. g 

Mr. Pedigo introduced “A bill’ to incorporate Woodville 
College :” read first and second times, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Edueation. - l 

On motion of Mr Allen, a bill to amend the 7th section of 
an act to provide for the payment of six companies of mounted 
volunteers that were mustered into the service of the State of ` 
Texas, on the first day of November, 1854, under a requisition 
of Brevet Major-General Persifer F. Smith, and to pay the ex- 
penses incurred by said companies, approved 14th January, . 
1856, was taken np, read, and ordered to be engrossed.- 

On motion of Bir. Allen, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read third time, and passed. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed, “A bill tor the relief of Geo. A. 
Burroughs.” i 

On motion of Mr. McDade, “A bill to incorporate the Wash- 
ma County Railroad Company” was taken up, and read first 

ime. 

Mr. McDade moved the suspension of the rule: carried, and 
the bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. McDade, the bill was amended, Ist, by 
striking out the Ist, 2d,*and 3d sections, and insert the follow- 
ing in lieu thereof: “Section Ist. Be it enacted by the- Legis- 
lature of the State of Texas, That James W McDade, John 
Stamps, R R Peeble, Terrell J Jackson, Joseph C Wallace, A 
M Lewis, Hosea Garrett, A M M Upshaw, ‘T G Alleorn, James 
H Stevens, Wm J Hutchins, William M Rice, and Cornelius 
Ennis, be, and théy are hereby appointed commissioners to 
open books and receive subscriptions to the capital stock of a 
corporation to be styled the ‘Washington County Railroad 
Company ;’ but they shall receive no subscriptions to said 
capital stock, unless five per cent. thereof in cash shall be paid 
to them at the time of subscribing; and should they receive 
Subscriptions to said stock, without such payment, they shall be 
personally liable to pay the same to said corporation when 
organized. A majority of said commissioners shall constitute 
@ quorum to do business, and they may hold their meetings at 
such times and places as a majority shall designate; provided 
that public notice of all such meetings shall be given, by pub- 
lication in some newspaper printed in Washington county, at 
least twenty days before any such meeting.” 
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Section 2d. The subscribers to said capital stock, whenever - 
they shall have elected directors in the manner heretafter pro- 
vided, shall be, and they are hereby created and established a 
body corporate and politic, under the name and style of the 

Washington County Railroad Company, with capacity in said 
corporate name to make contracts, to have succession and acom- 
mon seal, to make by-laws for the government and regulation 
of the said company, to sue and be sued, to plead and be im- 
pleaded, to grant and receive, and generally to do and perform. 
all such acts as may be necessary and. proper, for or incident to 
the fulfilment of its obligations, for the maintenance of its rights 
‘under this act, and in accordance with the constitution and laws 
of the State. 

Section 8d. The capital stock of said corporation shall be 
one million dollars, and it shall have power to increase the same 
to two millions of dollars. ‘The said corporation shall be, and 
is hereby invested with the rights of locating, constructing, own- 
ing and maintaining a railway, commencing at such point on 
the trunk of the Galveston and Red river railway as said corpo- 
ration shall deem most suitable crossing the Brazos river with- 
im the limits of Washington county, and then running by the 
most, suitable and direct line to Brenham in said county. 

2d. By striking out all of the 5th Section down to the word 
* No,” in the 10th line, and inserting the following in lieu there- 


Section 5. The immediate control and direction ofthe af 
fairs of said corporation shall be vested in a board of not less 
than five directors. Said directors shall elect one of their num- 
ber to be President of the company. Whenever two hundred 
thousand dollars of the capital stock of said corporation shall 
have been subscribed, and five per cent thereof shall have been 
paid to the Commissioners hereinbefore named, they shall cause 
an election to be held by said subscribers, at the town of Chap- 
pel Hill in Washington county, for not less than five directors, 
having first given public notice of the time of said election in 
some newspaper published in said connty ; after which the said , 
commissioners shall account for and pay over to said directors 
all such sums as they shall have received of the capital stock of 
said company, first deducting a reasonable compensation for 
their services as commissioners. 

Also by striking out all atter the word “power” in the Ist 
line of the 6th section tothe word “and” in the Ath line, and 
insertthe following words, viz: “To receive farther subscrip— 
tions to the capital stock of said corporation, from time to time 

until the full. amount thereofshall hava been subscribed ; gont 
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five per cent of all such subscriptions shall be paid in cash at 
the time of subscribing, and the directors shall be personally 
liable to said company for five per cent of all subscriptions they 
may receive to said capital stock without such payment, pro- 
vided, however, that said company may, by the vote of a major- 
ity of the stockholders, cause certificates of stock to be issued in 
payment of any debt contracted for the construction or-equip- 
ment oftheir road.” 

Also, by striking out in'12th seetion, 2nd line, the words 
“ March 1856” and inserting “July 1857.” i 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. TE 

On motion of Mr McDade, the rulo was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed by the following vote: | 

Yuas—Messrs, Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Guinn, 
Hill, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pal- 
mer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborrough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of 
Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, Whitaker, White and Wren—23. 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Burroughs, and Grimes—3. 

On motion of Mr White, a bill to change the times of holding 
courts in the 10th and 14th Judicial Districts, was taken up, 
read and ordered to be engrossed. ; 

On moiion of Mr White, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read 8rd time and passed. É eae 

On motion of Mr Hiii, a bill to define the first Judicial Dis— 
trict and fix the time of holding courts therein, was taken -up 
and read. . 

Mr Potter offered the following as a substitute for 2nd section : 

Sec. 2nd. From and after the taking effect of this act, 
the District courts in the first Judicial District shall commence 
and be held as follows, to-wit: 

In the county of Matagorda, on the second Monday in March 
and the 4th Monday in September of each year, and may con- 
tinue in session one week. ' 

In the county of Wharton, on the first Monday after the sec- 
ond Monday in Mareh and the first Monday afterthe 4th Mon- 
day in September, and may continue in session on week. 

In the. county of Colorado'on the second Monday after the 
second Monday in March, and the second Monday after the 4th 
Monday in September, and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Fayette, on the fourth Monday atter the sec- 
ond Monday in March, and the 4th Monday after the 4th Mon- 
day in September, and may continue in session two-weeks. 

In the county of Austin on the sixth Monday after the second 
Monday in March, and the sixth Monday after the fourth Mon- 
. day in September, and may continue in session two weeks, 
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In the county of Fort Bend on the eighth Monday after the 
second Monday in March, and the eighth Monday after the 4th 
Monday in September, and may continue in session two weeks. 

In the county of Brazoria on the tenth Monday after the sec- 
ond Menday in March, and the tenth Monday after the fourth 
Monday tn September, and may continue in session two weeks. 
Adopted. 

Mr Bryan offered the fcllowing as a substitute for Sec. 4: 

See. 4. ‘That the provisions of all laws, so far. as they.con— 
flict with this act, are hereby repealed; and this act shall take 
effect and be in force, from, and after the Ist day of August, 
1856, provided that one or more counties shall be added before 
the ist day of Aug. next, to the 2d judicial district ; otherwise 
this act shall be null and void; adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr Whitaker, the message of the Governor 
vetoing an act amending and supplementary to an act amending 
and supplementary to an act to incorporate the Henderson and 
Burkville Rail Road, was taken up and read, and the bill passed 
notwithstanding the objections of the Governar, by the follow- 
ing vote: . 

Yuas—-Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, 
Hord, Lott, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedi- 
go, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Fan- 
nin, Trait, Whitaker, White, and Wren—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Grimes, Taylor of Cass, and 
Weatherford —4. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen— 
ate that the House had concurred in the resolution of the Senate, 
to adjourn on the 4th day of eb. next, to meet again on the 
ist Monday in July, 1856. 

Mr Potter introduced a bill supplementary to an act to pro- 
vide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republie of Texas— 
approved March 20th, 1848; read first and second times, and 
referred to committee on public debt. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrosssd bills, re~ 
ported a bill for the relief of A. M. Clare, correctly engrossed , 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill for the relief of the creditors and colonists of the Ger- 
man Emigration company, and to indemnify said company for 
lands given by the State to the colonists—being under consider- 
ation when the Senate adjourned on yesterday, was taken up. 

Mr Armstrong offered a bill for the relief of the Texian cred- 
6 
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itors of the German Emigration Company, as a substitute fer 
the bill. D 

‘Mr Palmer moved to lay the substitute on the table. 

Mr Russell mored to lay the bill and substitute on the table ; 
lost by the following vote: 

Yzeas—Messrs. Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, 
Martin, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Weatherford, and Whitaker—11. 

Naxys—Messrs. Allen, Doane, Hord, Lett, McDade, Maverick, 
Palmer, Pedigo, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of Fannin, . 
Truit, and White—13. 

The question then recurred on the motion to lay the substitute 
on the table, which was carried. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjourned till 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


anette mbna 


Tuurspay, Jan. 24th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Potter presented the petition of Robert Baldwin, for trans- 

ortation of supplies in 1837; referred to the committee on 
Public Debt. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed— 

A. bill to define the Ist Judicial District, and to fix.the time 
of holding the District Courts therein. 

A bill for the relief of S A White. 

A bill to provide for the liquidation and settlement of certain 
. meritorious claims therein named. 

A bill to amend the 7th Section of an Act to provide for tha 
payment of six companies of mounted volunteers, that were 
mustered into the service of the State of T’exas,on the Ist day 
of November, 1854, under requisition of Brevet Major General 
Persifer F Smith, and to pay the expenses incurred by said 
companies,.approved 14th Jan’y 1856; and 

A bill to change the time of holding Courts in the 10th and 
14th Judicial Districts. 

Mr Hill, from the committee on Private Land Claims, No }, 
to which was referred the petition of John E English and Bai- 
ley English, reported the same back, recommending its rejéction. 

Mr Hill, irom the same committee, made the following re- 
port: l 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to which was re- 

ferred the petition of the heirs of R G Dunlap, find. that the- 
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deceased emigrated to Texas before the Ist of October, 1887, & 
single man—that he held several distinguished offices under 
the late Republic of Texas, and died whilst engaged in herser- 
vice. The committee are of opinion that said Dunlap was en- 
titled to a headright of 640 acres of land, and therefore report 
the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage: 

A bill for the relief ot the heirs of R G Dunlap; read firat 
time. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, submit- 
ted the following report : 

The committee on finance have considered a bill to amend an 
actto-raise revenue by taxation—approved the 11th of Feb., 
1850. -The bill contemplates reducing the taxes from 15 cents 
to L2 cents on the hundred dollars of the valuation of property. 
This tax the committee are of opinion will raise revenue sufti- 
cient for the economical administration of the State Govern- 

‘ment, They therefore return the bill, and recommend its 
! passage. 
| Mr Truit from the committee on private land claims No. 1, 
| made the following report : 
| The committee on private land claims, to which was referred 
| the memorial of Arthur Applewhite, have examined the same, 
| and find that said Applewhite emigrated to Texas in 1834; that 
on the 5th day of June, 1835, he took the oath of allegiance to 
| the Republic of Mexico, and was in due form admitted to citizen- 
| ship, and recognized as a colonist of Austin’s colony; that he 
continued to reside in Texas, and perform the duties of a good 
| citizen, until after the battle of San Jacinto, aiding Texas in her 
struggle for independence. It appears that after this he left 
Texas, and was absent therefrom several years, when he returned ; 
and he now resides in the State. At the time of his emigration, 
-he was a married man, and had his family in the country with 
him, His wife died during his absence from the country, and 
his children now reside beyond its limits. The committee are of 
opinion, that as said Applewhite was regularly admitted as a 
citizen, and performed his duty as such during the darkest 
period of our history, and now resides in the country, he is 
entitled to a headright of one league and one labor of land: I 
am, therefore, instructed to report the accompanying bill, and 
recommend its passage. . 
_ “A bill for the relief of Arthur Applewhite:” read 1st time. 
Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on Public Buildings, 
made the following report: 
| The committee on Public Buildings have considered “A bill 
t provide for the erection and furnishing of a fire-proof build- 
40 
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ing, to be used as a General Land Office for the State of Texas,” 
and report it back, recommending its. passage. l 

The present land office is entirely too small for the business 
of the office, which is constantly increasing. . 

Mr. Truit, from the committee on Private Land Claims No. 
1, to which was referred “ A bill for the relief of Wm. H. Bud- 
son,” reported the same back, recommending its passage. 

Mr Flanagan, chairmah of the committee on Internal Im- | 
provements, to which was referred the petition of the Aransas 
Road Company, reported the accompanying bill, recommending 
its passage. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Aransas 
Road Company, approved Feb’y 14th, ’52: read first time. 

Mr. Flanagan, chairman of the same committee, te-which was 
referred a bill amendatory and supplementary to an act to en- 
courage the construction of railroads in Texas, by donations of 
land, reported the same back, recommending its passage. 

Mr. Martin, from the committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred a bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony, 
reported a substitute therefor, recommending it to the favorable 
consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the select committee, made the 
following report: 

The select committee, to which was referred a resolution 
requiring them to investigate the recent frauds alleged to have 
been committed in obtaining bounty, donation, and headright 
certificates, have had the same under consideration, and find 
that about ten thousand one hundred acres of land have been 

atented by virtue of certificates which the committee believe 
to be fraudulent. The means used in procuring these certif 
cates, were fully reported on by the committee on the 21st inst, 
together with a bill to detect the spurious certificates; and the 
committee now herewith report a bill to provide for cancelling 

patents issued upon false or forged evidence, and recommeli 
its passage: which bill, if it be passed, will, it is believed, attain 
the object sought, to wit: the cancelling of all patents that maj 
have been issued upon forged and spurious certificates. Th 
committee, having complied with the requirement of the reso 
lution, beg to be discharged from its further consideration. 

A bill to provide for cancelling patents issued upon forge 
evidence: read first time. 

_ On motionof Mr Burroughs, the rule was suspended, bill re 
second time, and made special order for to-morrow the- 25! 


instant. 
Mr ‘Taylor, of Cass, from the committee on Public Debt, mat 


the following report: 7 
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The committee on Public Debt have had under advisement, 
_ the petition of Wm. Oldham. The petitioner sets forth, that he 
volunteered in the Summerville expedition, in the year 1842, as 
a private, and was promoted to the office of pay-master by the 
commanding officer; that he has only received pay as a private, 
and now asks the increase pay as pay-master. He proves that 
he did receive the appointment, and was recognized as such: 
under the law, he should have been appointed by the President’ 
of the Republic, as no one else had a right to appoint. All 
things considered, we think to grant the prayer of the petitioner 
would be travelling beyond the law in such cases, and therefore 
recommend the rejection of the petition. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, the rule was suspended, and the 
report taken ùp. 

On motion of Mr Millican, the petition was re-referred to the 
committee on Public Debt. 

On. motion of Mr Armstrong, the House bill to create the 
county of Lampasas, was taken up and read first time. 

Mr Armstrong moved the suspension of the rule: earried, and 
the bill read second time, and passed te third reading. 

Gn motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was further suspended, 
the bill read third time and passed. 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of the heirs of Thos. H 
Roberts: referred to the committee on Private Land Claims 
No. i. | 

Mr McDade presented the petition of 3 H and Mary A Daw- 
son: referred to the committee on Private Land Claims No. 1. 

Mr Pedigo introduced a bill donating lands te colleges and 
universities: read first and second times, end referred to the 
committee on Education. 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill for the relief of Leaseal B 
Harris: read first and second times, and referred to the commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims No. 2; also, a bill to authorize the 
auditing and payment of certain claims against the late Republic 
of Texas: read first and second times, and referred to the com- 
mittee en Public Debt. 

On motion of Mr Scott, a bill to amend the caption and the 
first section of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad 
Company, approved 16th Feb’ry, 1852, was taken up and read. 

Mr Scott offered the following amendments: 

ist. Amend the caption. by inserting the word “sixteen” 
between the words “first and,” and “sections,” in the first line 
of the caption. - i l 

2d amendment. Add the following section as sn amendment 
to, and in lieu of, section 16th of the original bill: “Zd Bection. 
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That the 16th section of the act to which this is an amendment, 
shall hereafter read as follows: ‘Said company shall be required 
to have a good and sufficient braek upon the hindmost ear, in 
all trains transporting passengers or merchandize; and also, 
permanently stationed there, a trusty and skilful braékman, 
under a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars for each 
, offence—to be recovered in any eourt of competent iurisdiction, 
for the benefit of the State: and said company shall eause to be 
placed on each locomotive engine passing on their road, a bell 
of the weight of at least thirty-five pounds, or a steam whistle; 
and the said bell shall be rung, or whistle blown, at the distance 
of at least eighty rods from the place of crossing any highway 
or turnpike, and kept ringing or blowing until the engine has 
passed or stopped. Said company shall be required to eonstruct 
their railroad with good T or U iron rails: provided that no 
land shall be donated, unless the company shall actually com- 
mence their road within four years, and actually finish grading 
and furnishing cross ties for at least ten miles, within five years; 
and that this act shall not be construed as any extension what- 
aver, of the time of commencement of said road, as required in 
the original act; and that this act take effect, and be in force, 
from and after its passage. 

Mr Martin moved to refer the bill and amendments to the 
committee on Internal Improvements ; lost. 

Mr Martin then moved the postponement of bill and amend- 
ments to Saturday the 26th inst.; lost by the following vote: 

Yxas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Martin, Mav- 
erick, Millican, Scarborough and Siperviele—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Caidwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, 
Potter, Russell, Scott, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, Fruit, 
Weatherford, White and Wren-~22. 

Mr Martin then moved to lay the first amendment on the 
table; lost. 

The amendments were then adopted, and the bill ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr Scott moved the suspension of the rule for the final read- 
ing of the bill; lost. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill for the relief of the creditors and colonists of the Ger- 
. man Emigration Company, and to indemnify said Company for 
lands given by the State to the colonists.  - - 
On motion of Mr Palmer, the bill- was laid on the table for 
the present, 
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Mr Flanagan, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
| provements, to which was referred a bill making appropriations 
for the improvement of the navigation of the rivers of the State, 
and a substitute therefor, entitled a bill to encourage the im- 
| provement of the navigation of the rivers and other navigable 
| streams in Texas, by making appropriations tor the same, re— 
ported them back with amendments, recommending the adop- 
| tion of the substitute and amendments, and the passage of the | 
aye . 
| Amendments to substitute : 
1. In the caption strike out “streams” and insert “ waters.” 
|} 2. In the first section, strike out “streams” and insert “wa- 
ters” ~ : 
3. Inthe 2d section, strike out “four times” and insert “twice.” 
4. In 8d section, in lieu of “ten per cent on the amount re- 
! ceived and disbursed,” insert “five per cent on the amount 
í received and five per cent on the amount disbursed.” 
Pe line next to the last, ın 5th section, fill the blank with 
| $300. . l ` 
| 6. In section 7th, strike out “fourth” and insert “ half.” 
T. Strike out section 8th, and insert in lieu thereof—‘ That 
money may be raised in the same manner as provided in this 
| Act for the construction of any canal between any two naviga- 
ble points, and any-eanal for the construction of which any 
| amount may be so raised by private subscription, or appropri- 
ation, shall be entitled and subject to all the benefits and pro- 
visions of this Act, previded that no money shall be drawn from 
the Treasury for the benefit of any such canal until satisfactory 
evidence has been shown to the Governor, together with the 
report of a competent engineer, that the amount raised by pri- 
vate subscription, together with the amount to which said pri- 
i vate subscription shall entitle it from the State Treasury, will 
beamply sufficient to construct and complete said canal so as 
ito connect two navigable points with a good navigable channel, 
(and provided that no canal, or any river, bayou, lake, or bay, 
receiving the benefits of the provisions of this Act, shall at any 
i time receive or collect tolls for the navigation of the same— 
and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its 
| passage,” 
| 8. In 8d section, after the word “taken,” in 4th line, 2d 
| page, insert—‘ and no subscription shall be received by said 
(Collector and Treasurer, unless at least five per cent of said 
Subseription is paid in actual cash.” 
| 9. Before the word “it,” in 8th line, 5th section, insert— 
“and that five per cent of said subscription has been actually 
paid in cash.” 
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On motion of Mr Palmer, the report and bill were made the | 
special order for this evening, at 3 o’eloek. : 
On motion of Mr Caldwell, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock J 
P. M. Í g i ee | 
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8 o'clock r. m, 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. | 

Report ef the committee on Internal kmprovements, on “a, 
bill making appropriations for the improvement of the nayiga. 
tion of the rivers of the State,” and substitute therefor, entitled J 
“A bill to encourage the improvement of the navigation of the 
rivers and other navigable streams in Texas, by making appro- $ 
priations for the same,” offering amendments thereto. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the substitute was adopted, and | 
the amendments acted on separately. 

The first and second amendments were then adopted. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the third amendment was laid on 
the table. - | 

Mr Palmer moved to amend the 5th amendment by striking 
out $3 and inserting $5 ; lost. : 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the $3 was stricken out and $4 
inserted. 

@n motion of Mr Palmer, the 6th amendment was laid onf 
the table. 

The 7th, 8th and 9th amendments were then adopted. 

Mr Weatherford then offered the followingamendment: | 

“ Provided, that the amount that has heretofore been raised] 
by subseription of individuals, and spent upon said rivers, under§ 
the supervision of any board or boards for sueh purposes, shall 
have the right to claim four times the same amount out of thef 
Treasury, to be expended where the same private subscription] 
has heretofore been expended, under the said engineer or su- 
perintendent.” 

On motion of Mr Guinn, laid on the table. i 
: wi Truit offered the following as an amendment to Section] 
tn: i 

“That any sum of money appropriated by the State of Loui] 
siana to the improvement of the navigation of the Sabine rivet, 
shall have the same effect as though the same had been raised| 
by the citizens of this State for the improvement of said river 
and a certified copy of the Act of the State of Lovisiana, mal: 
ing an appropriation for the improvement of the navigation e 
said river, shall be sufficient evidence that such appropriation 
has been made—and that the sum drawn from the Treasury 
under the provisions of this Act, shall be expended in the i] 
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provement of the navigation of said river, commencing at the 


foot of the “ Narrows,” and ascending until the appropriation 
is exhausted.” Rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed by the following 
yote: 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, 
Flanagan, Hill, Hord, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, 
Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of C., Truit, 


| Whitaker and White—22. 
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Nays—Messrs Burroughs, Grimes, Guinn, Pirkey, Russell, 
Taylor, of F., and Weatherford—7. 

Mr Palmer moved a suspension of the rule, for the final read- 
ing of the bill; lost. 

Mr Allen, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : ; 

The joint committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the 
following bills viz’: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elizabeth Jones, dec’d. 

‘A. bill to create the county of Erath. 

A bill to create the county of Atascosa. 

A bill confirming certain headright grants of land lying on 
the boundary line of Austin’s Colony and Roberson’s Colony. 

A bill to legalize the official acts of Jno. H. Smithers, District 
Court Clerk of Bowie county. | 

= a to incotporate LaGrange Lodge, No 30, of the I. O. 
of O. F. 

A. bill to define the time of holding courts in the 18th Judi- 
cial District. 

A bill donating to Mrs Elizabeth Crockett, one leagae of land; 
and 

A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall, and find the same 
correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day presented to 
the Governor. 

On motion of Mr Hill, a bill relinquishing to the counties 
the State tax for the years 1856 and 1857, was taken up and 
read third time. : 

- Mr Russell moved to lay the bill on the table—lost. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, a call of the Senate was ordered. 
Absentees—Messrs Flanagan, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Scar» 
borough and Taylor of Fannin. 

The following communication from the Governor was re- 
ceived : 
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, _ Exrcurve OFFI, . ! 
Austin, Texas, 24th January, 1856. 
Gentlemen of the Senate _ | 
and of the House of Representatives : 


ĮI return herewith, to the Senate “ An Act for the relief of 
certain Sheriffs therein named.” 

This act requires the Comptroller to audit the account of Ja- 
cob B Harrell, Sheriff of Williamson county, for the sum of 
eighty-seven dollars, expenses incurred by him in conveying 
Massillon Farley, a convict to the Penitentiary; and also the 
claim of John A Vernon, late Sheriff of Nueces county, for the 
sum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars, expenses incurred 
by him in conveying George Green and John Hunter to the 
Penitentiary, and also requires the State Treasurer to pay the 
same. The 9th Section ofan “Act to establish a State Peniten- 
tiary,” approved 13th March, 1848, (Hartley’s Digest, Article 
2672) establishes what the compensation of Sheriffs and guards 
shall be for conveying prisoners to the Penitentiary, and makes 
the Superintendent of the Penitentiary the Judge of the num- 
ber of guards necessary to be employed, and also provides that 
all such accounts shall be paid on the certificate of the Super- 
intendent. The accounts of this description were audited by 
the Comptroller on the certificate of the Superintendent and 
paid at the State Treasury from the organization of the Peni- 
tentiary until the 16th of February, 1852, wien an act was 
passed authorizing the Directors of the Penitentiary to appoint 
2 purchasing agent, who was authorized to receive from the 
Treasury the appropriations for the Penitentiary and disburse 
them. Since the appointment of this agent all accounts of this 
description are paid by him at Huntsville, on the certificate of 
the Superintendent, and no account of them is rettrned to the 
Comptroller. 

The presumption is that these two Sheriffs presented their 
accounts, for conveying these prisoners, to the Superintendent, 
when they delivered the prisoners, had them certified by him 
` and paid by the disbursing agent. Such is the course required 
to be pursued under the laws.’ T have no means of ascertain- 
ing whether this was done, but it certainly was the duty of 
these persons to produce the certificate of the disbursing 
agent that these accounts were never paid by him, before 
they asked the Legislature to pay them. When the laws 
have made ample provision for persons to obtain the payment 
of their claims against the State without the interposition 
of the Legislature, they ought to avail themselves of those pro- 
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kans and not be encouraged to come to the Legislature for 
peliet. The Legislature has not the same means here to enquire 
into the justice of such claims as the Superintendent has, who 
knows how many guards accompany the Sheriff, and by seeing 
the Prisoner can form an estimate what number of guards were 
necessary. Besides, the Legislature has not the means here of 
hscertaining whether the accounts have not previously been 
paid by those whose duty it was to pay them. Ihave proceeded 
bpon the assumption, that these accounts were for the regular 
ind legal compensation of these Sheriffs for conveying these 
prisoners to the Penitentiary, and cannot, therefore, approve of 
his act, because £ have no evidence before me that they have 
jot been. paid by the Disbursing Agent, at Huntsville, whose 
luty if was to pay them. If, however, these accounts are for 
tra compensation, over and above that which the law pre- 
bribes fur such services performed by sheriffs, then I feel con- 
grained to withhold.my approval from it, because it will be a 
polation of the 7th Section of the 7th Article of the Constitu- 
fon of this State. 

The Legislature has, as before stated, provided by law, what 
je compensation shall be to sheriffs for carrying prisoners to- 
he Penitentiary, and the Section of the Constitution referred 
# declares, that they shall not grant extra compensation to any 
licer, agent, servant, or public contractor after such service 
pall haye been performed. 

{This act is therefore returned to you for reconsideration. 

| E. M. PEASE. 
On motion of Mr Potter, laid on the table until Monday next. 
Mir Hill moved a suspension of the call of the Senate—carried 
pend the bill relinquishing the State tax to the counties for 
fe years 1856 and 1857 was passed by the following vote. 

X ras—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 
fo, Guinn, Hill, McDade, Martin, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, 
key, Potter, Taylor, of Cass, Truit and Weatherford—17. 
Nays—Messrs Burroughs, Grimes, Hord, Maverick, Russell, 
Bott, Superviele, Taylor, of Fannin, Whitaker, White and 
Bren—11. 

On motion of Mr Scott, a bill to amend an act entitled an act 
[aise a revenue by taxation, approved February 11th, 1850, 
Ís taken up, read, and on motion of Mr Hill referred tu the 
Inmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Martin moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on 
Bterday passing a bill to incorporate the Henderson and. 
Brkeville Rail Road Company—the Governors veto to the 
prary notwithstanding. 
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Pending which, on motion of Mr Burronghs the Senate ad- 
journed until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 


- Frinay, Jan. 25th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment—-Prayer by the chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present, 

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 
ported as correctly engrossed— 

A bill to encourage the improvement of the navigation of the 
rivers, and other navigable waters in Texas, by making appro- 
priations for the same, 

Aud a bill to amend the caption and 1st and 16th sections of 
an act to incorporate the Texas Western Rail Read Company— 
approved 15th Feb., 1852. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public 
debt, made the following report: 

The committee on public debt have had under consideration, 

A bill to authorize the auditing and payment of certain claims 
against the Government for articles used by our own army, dur- 
ing the period of the revolution—upon the testimony of two or 
more withesses—and requires the Treasurer to pay the same out 
ofany money in the Treasury. The committee are of opinion 
that to adopt this policy, would bea dangerous precedent, which 
they fear would result in great injury to the State; for once ad- 
mit the testimony of two witnesses to audit and pay this charac- 
ter of claims, and there is no telling where it would end. ‘That 
many just and meritorious claims would be paid, we admit; but 
we think it would be better to relieve those cases by special leg— 
islation, than to open the door of the treasury as proposed by this 
bill. We therefore recommend its rejection. | 

Mr Bryan presented the petition of Wm. L. Sartwell; re- 
ferred to committee on private land claims, No, 1. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs, to which 
was referred— 


A House bill for the better security of the archives of the 
State department, 


Anda bill creating a fund for the erection and support of a 
lunatic asylum, reported the same back, recommending their 
passage. l 
_ Mr Hord, chairman of the same committee, made the follow- 
ing reports: | 


The committee on State affairs have considered a bill to regu- 
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late the sale of spirituous liquors in the several counties of the 
State, and report the accompanying ‘substitute, recommending 
its adoption and passage. | 

The committee on State affairs, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of sundry. citizens of Chappel Hill, asking that a law be 
passed prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors in the town 
of Chappel Hill and vicinity, have examined the same, and con- 
elude that such a law as asked for by the memorialists would be 
advantageous to the citizens of the place; but particularly so to 
the flourishing institutions known as the male and female insti- 
tute of that town. They have therefore instructed me to re- 
port the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 

A bill to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors within two 
miles and a half of the episcopal church, in the town of Chap- 
pel Hill, excepting for medicinal, mechanical, or sacramental 
purposes ; read first time. 

A: majority of the committee on State affairs, to which was 
referred a bill regulating the sale of spirituous liquors in Lock- 
hart, and the accompanying petition, have instructed me to re- 
port said bill and petition back, recommending their indefinite 
postponement, 

The committee on State affairs, to which was referred a joint 
resolution passed by the House of Representatives, approving 
the vote of Hon. T. J. Rusk, and disapproving that of the Hon. 
Sam Houston, in the United States Senate, npon the Nebraska- 
Kausas bill, have instructed me to report the said resolution back 
recommending its passage, without amendment, č 

The course pursued by Gen. Rusk on that occasion was pat- 
riotic, manly, and true to the con titution, the rights of the State 
he represented, and to the Sonth, and unaffected by any ambi- 
tious aims for the Presidency, which seems, unfortunately of late 
to have induced some Southern Statesmen to sacrifice to ram- 
pant abolitionism—trusting to the blind confidence of their con- 
stituents to betray them. For his noble course, Gen. Rusk de- 
serves the fullest and highest approval of this State. 

On the other hand, the committee have found no justifieation 
for the course pursued by Gen. Houston, either in the reasons 
given by himself or his defenders. The joint resolution as 
passed by the House, in the expression of disapproval of his 
course, is very mild. It is a milder rebuke than probably was 
ever before administered to a public servant under the circum- 
stances; because his name is interwoven with the glorious strug- 
gles of this country, for the achievement and maintenance of its 
independence, we are induced to preserve a like moderation. 

Mr Hill, chairman of the committee en claims and accounts, 
made the following report : ; 
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- The committee on claims and accounts, have considered the 
petition of Wm. R. Elliot, and find that in the year 1847 said 
Elliot was authorized by Gov. Henderson to raise a company of 
mounted Volunteers, and to march the same to this city, to be 
there mustered into the service of the United States—that he did 
raise said company in Shelby county, consisting of 90 men, and 
marched them as far as Wheelock, in Robertson’s county, where 
he was informed that this company could not be received into 
the service, because the call for volunteers had been fully re- 
sponded to, Mr Elliot now claims $1,100 to.indemnify him for 
the money expeuded by him in raising and marching said com- 
pany to the place aforesaid. The fact that this claim has not 
been heretofore presented, raises a doubtin the minds of the 
committee, as tothe propriety of paying itnow. It is properly 
chargeable to the United States’ Government, and if the agency 
of this State was desired in obtaining its payment, it should have 
been presented to the proper authority i in time to have had it ad- 
justed in accordance witb all claims of a similar character. It 
is considered doubtful whether the United States would pay any 
such claims at this late period. If lost, it is the fant of the par- 
ty, himself. Besides, if this claim is paid, the State will, in all 
probability, be called’ upon to pay many others of a similar na- 
ture. Satisfied, as the committee are, that Capt. Eljiot did ex- 
pend avery considerable amount of money, and that he acted 
under the orders of the Governor of Texas, they yet consider it of 
doubtful propriety for the reasons above stated, to pay any such 
claims out of the State Treasury. ‘They have agreed however, 
to submit the accompanying bill for the consideration of the 
Senate, 

A bill for the relief of Wm. R. Elliot; read first time. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public 
debt, made the following report : 

The committee on publie debt, have considered a bill aay e- 
mentary to an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas, approved 20th March, 1848, ~and find that it 
proposes to re-open the anditortal board, and makes the commis- 
sioner of claims a part of the board, instead of the auditor. The 
committee have heretofore reported a bill re-opening the old 
board ; but if the bill now pending. for the establishment of a 
comuiissioner of claims should become a law, we are of opinion 
that this bill should pass. I am instructed by the committee to 
report the following amendments, and recommend their adop- 
tion, and the passage of the bill. 

1st amendment—Strike out the 3d section. 

2d amendment—In sec. 4th, 2d line, after the word “ shall, > 
insert “if unknown to them.” 
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3d amendment—The following See. to come in before the fast 
section : 

Sec. 5. Thatall the books, papers, and archives, in, and be- 
longing to the auditor’s office, shall be turned over to the com- 
missioner of.claims mentioned in this act, and become a part of 
the archives of his office. 

On motion of Mr Potter the rule was suspended, and the re- 
port and bill were made special order for to-day. 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on finance, made the 
following report: . 

The committee on finance, to which was referred the message 
of the Gevernor of the 9th inst., transmitting the report of the 
commissioners, under an act approved Feb. 11th, 1854, supple- 
mental to an act entitled an act concerning the archives of the 
Legislature, approved Feb. the 16th, 1852, together with a reso- 
lution of the Senate, requiring the committee to obtain from the 
comptroller copies of all the vouchers upon which monies have 
been drawn from the treasury, for transcribing the journals of 
the Republic, and of the Legislature of the State of Texas, un- 
der the provisions of the above recited acts. The committee, on 
enfering upon the duties required of them, first applied to the 
comptroller, and obtained an abstract from the records, showing 
the amounts, the dates,and by whomdrawn. This information 
not being satisfactory, a further -application was made to obtain 
the vouchers upon which Ben F. Hill drew money from’ the 
treasury for transcribing the journals of the House of Represen- 
tatives, and copies of the original vouchers now on file in the 
comptroller’s office obtained. All the documents above referred 
to, are herewith submitted and made a part of this report—Nos. 
1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, together with the copy of a letter addressed to 
W. D. Miller, Secretary of the Senate, and Ben. F. Hill, chief 
clerkof the House of Representatives, by the Comptroller, No. 6. 

Fron: the evidence before your committee, which is herewith 
snbmitted, it will be seen that Ben. F. Hill has drawn from the 
treasury at sundry times, for, transcribing the journals of the 
House of Representatives, the sum ef six thousand six hundred 
dollars, (86,600) W. D. Miller and B. F. Hill, for books tọ 
transcribe journals—six hundred dollars. ($600) B. F. Hill 
labels for journals, four dollars. ($4.) Case for archives, thirty- 
five dollars. ($35) Books to transcribe journals, three hun- 
dred and seventy dollars. ($370) Books, &c., one hundred 
dollars, ($100.) Making the amount drawn by B. F. Hill, 
seven thousand and nine dollars. ($7009.) Besides six hun- 
dred dollars ($600) drawn jointly by W. Ð. Miller and Ben F. 
Hill, tor books, ` : 
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It appears further, that none of the work required to be done 
by Ben F. Hill, has been submitted to the commissioners, au- 
thorized by theact of the 11th Feb., 1854, to examine and as- 
certain the actual cost of the work at fifteen -eents for each hun- 
dred words, and certify the same. . 

These facts being made known to your committee, they sum- 
moned Mr Hill to appear before them, and show cause why the 
work has not been done, when he appeared and made the 
following statement : 

That the greater portion of the transcribing had been done; 
that a part of the transcribing, the side notes and index, was yet 
to be done; that the sickness of some of his family, and other 
circumstances and misfortunes, over which he had no control, 
and could not evade, had prevented him from accomplishing the 
entire work; that he was stil] proceeding with it, and wonld 
continue to do so, until the whole was performed. ‘The com- 
miltee present the evidences elicited by them, without recom- 
mendation or comment, for the consideration of the Senate. 

W. D. Miller, the Secretary of the Senate, has completed the 
work allotted to him, that is, the recording or transcribing the 
journals of the Senate in ten books; which have been examined, 
the cost ascertained, reported to the Governor, and laid before 
the Senate, together with the books containing the journals. 

‘Theappropriation of eleven thousand five hundred dollars, it 
appears, has all been drawn, and that there is yet due to W. D. 
Miller the sum of four hundred and ninety-two dollars and sev- 
enteen cents, for which an appropriation should be made. 


Executivg OFFICE, l 
Austin, 6th Jan., 1856. 


Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith for your information, a report from the 
Attorney General, Comptroller of Publie Accounts, and Secre- 
tary of State, of their proceedings, as commissioners under att 
act passed by the last Legislature, and approved Feb. 11th, 1854, 
entitled an act supplemental to an act, entitled an act concerning 
the archives of the Legislature, approved Feb. i6th, 1852. 

An examination of this report will show that the recording of 
the Senate journals has been completed, and approved by those 
commissioners, but that no portion of the House journals has 
yet been presented to them, for their examination and approval. 
It remains for your honorable bodies to decide what further 
measures are necessary to ensure the completion oi this work. 
| E. M. PEASE. 
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; ” Austin, Jan. 3d, 1856. 
To his Excellency, E. M. Pease, | 


Governor of the State of Texas ¢. 
The undersigned beg leave to report to your ExceHency, and 
through you to the Hon, Legislature, that during the Summer 
and Fall of the year 1854, in discharge of a duty imposed upon 
them by an act, supplemental to an act entitled an act concern- 
ing the archives of the Legislature, approved Feb, 16th, 1854, 
which supplemental act was passed Feb. 11th, 1854, they exam- 
ined the recording of the journals of the Senatorial branch of 
the Congress of the late Republic of Texas, and of the 
State Legislature, performed and presented to them for exam. 
ination by W. D. Miller, Esq., Secretary of the Senate of the 
Ath Legislature, and finding the same correct, and well and neat- 
jy executed, approved thereof, and caused the same to be depos- 
ited in the General Land Office of the State, as the law requires. 
That on the final completion of said works by the said Secre- 
tary, on the 26th of October, 1854, the undersigned commission- 
ers proceeded to ascertain the actual cost of the same at fifteen 
cents for every hundred words, and finding the cost to be four 
thousand two hundred and sixty-three dollars and forty-eight 
cents, ($4,298 48) delivered to the said Secretary a certificate, 
stating the cost of said work. | 
The chief clerk of the House of Representatives of the 4th 
Legislature has not presented to the undersigned any of the 
work required of him, under the provisions of the act before re- 
ferred to. 
We have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully 
Your obedient servants etc., 
THOS. J. JENNINGS, 
Attorney General. 
JAMES B. SHAW, 
Comptroller. 
EDWARD CLARK, 
Secretary of State. 
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_- _ {Appropriation made 16th Feb., 1852 
eo ae Requisitions for books $600 00 
Jan. 15/F. Dieterich Freight on box books for W. D. Miller 6 12 
Jan. 31)/W.D. Miller [Recording journals 7th Congress 229 32 
Nov. 9 do Transeribing journals Legislature 650 06 
1853. 
Jan. 19|B. F. Hill [Recording journals, &c. tr 900 00 
Feb. 1 do Transcribing “ j i 1,400 00 
“«  11|J. W. Hampton {Printing labels for journals i 4 00 
« 11)John W. pene Case for archives of Legislature | 35 00 
Apr. A B. F. Hl || Transcribing journals e 2.500 O00} . 
May 1/W. D. Miller ý 656 68 
June 17 do i i f ji 800 00 
July 9B. F. Hill Pay for books to transcribe journals 370 00 
Aug. 11 do [Transcribing journals Legislature | 1,800 00 
1854. | 
oe "| one. ae Pay for books for transcribing journals; 100 "| 
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Nore.—There is yet due W. D. Miller $492 17 on account 
of work done by him, for which he asks an appropriation. 
J. B. SHAW, 
Comptroller. 


CoMPTROLLER 8 OFFICE, 
Austin, Jan’y 22, 1856. 

I, the aoa Comptroller of Publie Accounts for the 
State of Texas, do hereby certify that the accompanying docu- 
ments, numbered from 1 to 5, inclusive, are true copies of the 
original vouchers now on file in this office, upon which Ben F. 
Hill drew money out of appropriations made for transcribing 
the Journals of the House of Representatives of the Republie 
and State of Texas. 

Given under my hand, the date above written. 

JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller, 

Norz—In addition to the foll owing amounts, Messrs Miller 
and Hill drew jointly on requisition ‘the sum of six hundred 
dollars for the purchase of books. 


[copy oF VOUCHER NO. 1] 

The State of Texas, to Ben. E. HL, Dr. 

For this amount on account of work done in recording the 
Journals of the House of Representatives of the Republic and 
State of Texas, with side notes and indexes, in accordance with 
the provisions of an Act entitled an Act concerning the archives 
of the Legislature, : ; ; - $900 00 

Approved February 16, 1852. 


Austin, January 
The undersigned, Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives hereby cer tifies that work to the amount of nine hundred 
dollars, as charged in the above account, has been done by him 
in accordance with the above recited Act. 
(Signed) BEN. F. HILL, 
Chief Clerk House of ‘Rep. 


Drawn January 15th, 1853. 


[No. 2.] 

The State of Texas, io Bun. F. Brr, Dr. 
For this amount, on account of work done in recording the 
Journals of the House of Representatives of the Republic and 
State of Texas, side notes and indexes, in accordance with the 
provisions of an Act entitled an Act concerning the archives of 

the Legislature—approved Feb’y 16th, 1852. . $1,400 00 

Aver, Feb’y 1st, 1833. 
The undersigned Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 

Al 
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tives hereby certifies that work to the amount of fourteen hun- 
dred dollars, as charged in the above account, has been done 
by him, in accordance with the above recited Act. 


(Signed) BEN. F. HILL, 
Chief Clerk House of Rep. 
[No. 3.] l É 
The State of Texas, to Bun. F. Hi, Dr 


For this amount, on account of work done in recording the 
Journals of the House of Representatives of the Republic and 
State of Texas, with side notes and indexes, in accordance with 
the provisions of an Act entitled an Act concerning the archives 
of the Legislature—approved Feb’y 16,1852, . $2500 00 

Avsrin, April 5th, 1853. 

The undersigned, Chief Clerk of the House of Representa— 
tives, hereby certifies that work to the amount of twenty-five 
hundred dollars, as charged in the above account, has been done 
by him, in accordance, with the above recited Act. 

(Signed) BEN. F. BILL, . 
‘ Chief Clerk House of Rep. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 5th day of April, 1853. 
(Signed) JAMES B. SHAW, Comp’tr. 
[No. 4.] 
New Orteans, April 19, 1853. 
The State of Texas, bought of Carson & ARMSTRONG, 
Stationers and Blank Book Manufacturers s 

Books, &c., for the purpose of transcribing Journals of Re~ 
public and State of Texas, . $3870 00 

Received payment by draft drawn by B. F. Hill; on James B 
Shaw, Esq., dated April 19, 1853, for the above amount, $370. 

(Signed) CARSON & ARMSTRONG. 

New Orleans, June 23, 1852. 

Drawn July 9, 1853. 

No. 5. 


State or TEXAS, 
To BEN F. HILL Dr. 

For recording one million two hundred thousand words of 
the Journals of the House of Representatives of the Republic 
and State Texas, with side notes and indexes, in accordance with 
the provisions of an act, entitled an act concerning the archives 
of the Legislature, approved Feb’y 16th 1852, $1800 00. 

Austin, Aveust lith, 1853. 

I Ben. F. Hill, Chief Clerk, House. of Representatives, do 
hereby solemnly swear, that the above account of one thousand 
eight hundred dollars for recording 1,200,000 words of the 
J ournals of the House of Representatives of the late Republic and 
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State of Texas, is correct and just; that said work has been act- 
ually done in addition to that for which I have heretofore receiv- 
ed pay, also that it has been performed in the manner required 
by law, and that no portion of the recording now charged for 
has been heretofore recorded, and I further solemnly swear, 
that I conceive myself justly and lawfully entitled to the amount 

. now charged for, as well as that heretofore received. So hel 

me God. Signed, BEN F. HILL. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
the 11th day of August, 1853. 
(Signed) JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 


ed 


(copy.) 
CoMPTROLLER’s OFFICE. } 


Austin Sert. 23d, 1853, 
W. D. MILLER Esqr. 


Secretary of the Senate, and 
BEN F. HILL Esqr. Chief Clerk, House Rep. 

Gentlemen: The act under which you are recording the 
Journals of your respective Houses, requires the books, contain- 
ing the same to be deposited in.the General Land Office for 
sate keeping. . 

This therefore is to notify you, that no further payment will 
be made on account of said recording until the books contain- 
ing the work for which you have already received pay, are de- 

, posited in the General Land Office, as the law requires.. 

With great respect your obedient sert, 

_ JAMES B. SHAW, Compirolier. 
CoMPTROLLER’s OFFICE, 
Auvsrin, January 24th 1856. 

I, the undersigned Comptroller of Public accounts, do hereby 
certify that the above contains a true copy of the original letter 
addressed by him to the respective parties whose names appear 
above. JAMES B. SHAW, Compiroller. 

Mr Truit from the committee on private land claims, to which 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Patrick Dunn, made the 
following report: 

The committee on private land claims No. 1, have had under 
consideration the petition of the heirs of Patrick Dunn, for the 
headtight claim of the said Dunn, and from the proof submitted, 
find that the said Dunn was entitled to a headright of one third 
of a league of land; they therefore report a bill to give the heirs 

of the said Dunn, a certificate for one third of a league of land, 
and recommend its passage. 


# 
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A bill for the relief of the heirs of Patrick Dunn ; read first 


time. 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on publie buildings 
made the following report: 

The committee on public buildings, have had before them, a 
bill to provide for the protection of the Capitol, its furniture, 
books &c., and have instructed me to report the accompanying 
substitute for the same and recommend its passage. ‘The com- 
mittee cannot refrain from urging upon the Senate the necessity 
of appointing some one to discharge the duties of keeper of the 
public buildings as defined in the accompanying bill. Without 
some such Office, the buildings will be liable to injury, and the 
contents of the Capitol, its furniture and papers subjeet not only 
to injury but may be taken away or destroyed. 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill, originating in the Senate, sup= 
plemental to an act to establish and incorporate the College of 
De Kalb, approved January 26th 1839, and the following bills, 
originating in the House, viz: A bill to ereate and organize 
the county of San Saba. A bill to create the coùnty of Llane, 
and a bill defining the counties composing the 38d Judi= 
cial district and the time of holding courts therein; and also, 
the Senate’s bill amending and supplementary to an aet amend— 
ing and supplementary to an act to incorporate the Henderson 
and Burkeville Rail Road company, approved January 27th 
1854, notwithstanding the objections of the Governor thereto, 

Mr Hill from the committee on private land claims No. 1, 
made the following report: i 

The committee on private land claims No. 1, to which was 
referred the petition of Asa Dcssett, have had the same under 
consideration and report the following facts, and the accompa— 
nying bill for the consideration of the Senate. The committee 
find from the evidence that the petitioner came to Texas in the 
month of April 1837; that he was then a married man, that his 
family was in the State of Alabama, that the petitioner started 
after his family, but before starting he promised John Durst that 
if the Indians should again commence hostilities against the 
people, to write to him and he would return immediately, and 
fight for Texas Liberty. Soon after the petitioner reached his 
family in Alabama, he received a letter from Durst informing 
him of the troubles in Texas. Petitioner started immediately 
for Texas, and reached Nacogdoches in 13 days—left his family 
in Alabama, joined the army, fought through the years 1838 
and 1839, and did not get his family to Texas until the winter 
or spring of 1840. Petitioner received 640 acres of land, but 
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disks 640 more Hsin augmentation; as he claims his residence ir 
Texas from April 1837 up tothe present, The committee is sat- 
isfied that the above facts are true; the committee have examined 
the decision of the Supreme Court, in the case of the Republic 
vs: Wm. Young, ant under the ruling in that case the commit- 
tee think the petitioner entitled to the relief songht. 

A bill for the relief of Asa Dorsett; read first time. 

"On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill taken up 
read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr Russell moved to lay the bill on the table—lost, a 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rnle was further suspended, bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, introduced a bill concerning the public 
printing ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Tayler of Cass, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr Potter the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Superviele, a House bill defining the 4th 
Judicial district, and prescribing the time of holding courts in 
the same, was taken up, read 2d-time and passed to a 3d reading. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. E 

Mr Weatherford moved to take up a bill, originating in, and 
passed by the House, to authorize and require certain suits 
pending in the counties of Hill and Ellis, to be transferred to the 
county of Johnson—lost. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill donating ten sections of land to Robert Wilson, for 
personal services rendered the late Republic of Texas, during 
her revolution, was takett up, read and ordered to be engrossed 
by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald— 
well, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, McCulloch. Mar- 
tin, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, 
Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Weatherford, and 
W hite—24. E 

Nays—Messrs Lott, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Fan- 

nin, and Whitaker—6. 
` Onmotion of Mr McCulloch the rule was suspended; bill read 
a third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, 
Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, Scott, Taylor of Cass, 
Truit, Weatherford and White—21. 
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Nays- Messrs -Burrouzhs, Caldwell, Millican, Pirkey, Rus- 
sel, Taylor of Fannin and Whitaker—T. 

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills made the 
following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill for 
the relief of Asa Dorsett, and a bil] concerning: public printing, 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, a bill to incorporate the Texas 
Terraqueons Transportation Company, was taken up., 

On motion of Mr Guinn the Senate adjourned until $ 
o'clock, P. M. 

8 O’Clock, P. M. 


The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

Mr Grimes iy leave, withdrew a bill to incorporate the Texas 
Monumental University. l 

A bill to incorporate the Terraqueous Transportation Com— 
pany being under consideration this morning when the Senate 
adjourned, was taken up and read. -~ 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the following was adopted as a sub- 
stitute for section 5th: 

Whenever any portion of said roads of 25 miles or more may 
be completed and put in operation, the company shall notify 
the Governor of this State thereof, who shall immediately cause 
the same to be examined by a Commissioner, appointed for the 
purpose, and if such portion of said roads shall be found to be 
completed in accordance with the provisions of this act, and 
fully equal to Railroads for the conveyance of passengers and 
freight, the Governor shall report the same tothe Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, who shall thereupon issue cer— 
tificates to said corporation for 16 sections of land of six hun- 
dred and forty acres each, for every mile of road so completed, 
which may be located, surveved and patented as-other certifi- 
cates, and if said corporation shall consider itself aggrieved by 
the decision or proceedings of the Governor or, Commissioner, 
under the provisions of this act, it shall have a remedy against 
them or either of them in their official capacity, in the courts 
of the country, by due course of law for the establishment and 
enforcement of its rights ; but said corporation shall not be en— 
titled to receive any of the premium lands provided for in this 
act, unless it shall complete and put in operation at least 25 
miles of its said roads within eight years after the passage of 
this act, and 25 miles annually thereafter. 


On motion of Mr Palmer the 6th section of the bill was 
stricken out. 
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Mr Taylor of Cass, offered the following dnan to come 
in at the end of the 5th section: 

* Provided that no lands shall be donated for any road which 
may be completed after 10 years from and after the passage of 
this act ”—adopted. 

Mr Palmer moved to strike out 10 and insert 20. ` 

Mr Guinn called for a division of the question, and the Senate 
refused to strike out. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the 4th section of the bill was 
amended by striking out “for construction” and inserting 
“and put in running order” and after the word “ survey ” add 
‘and put in running order,” and striking out the last sentence 
of the 4th section. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the 5th section was amended by 
striking out “ patents” and inserting “‘certificates,” and after 
bi completed » inserting, which may “be located, surveyed and 
patented as other certificates.” 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the 4th section of the bill was 
amended by adding, 

“Farther provided, that no certificate shall issue for ‘any 
portion of said road until the same shall be put into practical 
operation.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, and bill 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the 4th- and 5th sections of the 
bill, and ail other portions giving the corporation any lands, 
were striken out, and the bill passed by the following vote: 

Yuras——Messis Ar mstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, 
Pe EU Pirkey, Scott, Superviele, Trait, Whitaker and White 


y. ays— Messrs Burroughs, Martin, Potter, Russell, Taylor 
of Cass and Weatherford—6. 

On motion of Mr Scott, a bill to amend the caption and 1st 
and 16th sections of an act to incorporate the Texas Western 
Railroad Company, approved 16th February 1852, was taken 
up and read. 

Mr Martin moved a eall of the Senate—lost. 

The bill wss then passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—- Messrs Allen, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, McCul 
loch, Martin, Palmer , Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Scott, Taylor of 
Fannin, Truit Whitaker and White—16. 

Navs—Messrs Bryan, Caldwell, Grimes, Hord, Maverick, 
Superviele, Weatherford and Wren—8. 
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On motion of Mr Hord, a bill to amend an act to incorporate 
the Aransas Road Company, was taken up, read, and on mo- 
tion of Mr Hord, amended by striking out “one third of a 
league,” and inserting “ one league;” the bill was then ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Hord, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third time and passed by the following vote. 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Ginnn, Hill, Hord, MeCalloch, Mar tin, Maverink, Pal- 
mer, Pirkey, Potter, "Russell, Scott, Su perviele, Taylor of ‘Cass, 
Troit and White—21. . 

Nay—Mr Armstrong—1l. ! 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was suspended, anda 
House bill for the relief of Mr George W Robinson was taken 
up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was ss T bill read 
third time and passed. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report: 

The joint. committee on enrolled bills have examined the 
following bills, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the Hice Female College. 

A bill for the relief of Kindallis Bryan Sherif of Liberty 
County. 

r A bill to change the name of Susan P Cannon, to Busan P 
ook. 

A bill to incorporate John M Gibson Lodge, No. 13, £. O. O. F. 
located in the town of Marshall, Harrison County. 

A bill to incorporate Walker Lodge, No. 19, L O.O. F. 

À bill to create the County of Kerr. 

A bill to confirm the titles of certain pre- emption settlers 
within the limits of Peters’ Colony. 

A bill for the reliefof R A Powdrell. 

A bill to authorize the County Court of Travis County to levy 
and collect a special tax. 

A bill for the relief of Collin McKinney. 

A. bill to authorize the County Court of the County of Brazoria 
to establish, discontinue and regulate public and private roads in 
said County, and to cause public roads and bridges to be con- 
structed and kept in gooa repair. 

A. bill to create the County of Bardera. 

And a bill for the relief of Thomas D Cayce and Sarah White, 
and find them correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day 
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presented to the Governor. 
On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
9 o’clock to-morrow morning. y | j 


SATURDAY, JAN., 26th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the- President pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 

resent, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Grimes presented the petition of Wm. H. McCulloch; re- 
ferred to the committee on private land claims No. 2. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended, and a 
bill to create and organize the county of San Saba, taken up, 
read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading. . 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was further sus- 
pended, bill read 3rd time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the rule was suspended, and 
a bill to create the county of Llano, taken up and read. first time. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill read 
2nd time and passed toa third reading. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was further suspen- 
ded; bill read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the committee on private 
land claims, to which was referred the petition of the heirs of 
James M. Rose, reported the accompanying bill, recommending 
its passage. 

A bill for the relief ofthe heirs of James M. Rose; read first 
time. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the same committee, to 
which was referred a bill for the relief of the heirs of John Me- 
Cormick, reported the same back, recommending its passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary to 
which was referred a bill to incorporate the city of Austin, re~ 

ported a substitute therefor, recommending its adoption and pass- 
‘age. 

“On motion of Mr Caldwell, the rule was suspended, the sub- 
stitute adopted and bill read 2nd time. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the 14th section of the bill was amen- 
ded by inserting “ one-half of” before ‘one per cent.” ` 

: The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was farther suspended, bill 
vead 3rd time and passed. _ 

- Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the ane gn private 
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land claims, No. 1, to which were referred the claims of the heirs 
of Connel Manchaca, reported a bill for their relief, recommend- 
ing its passage. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Connel Manchaca; read 1st 
time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended, 
the bill read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3rd time and passed. : 

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, 

A bill to incorporate the Terraqueous Transportation company. 

And a bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Aran- 
sas Road company, approved Feb. 14ih, 1852. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
which was referred a petition for the relief of John W. Town- 
send, a minor, reported the accompanying bill, recommending 
its passage. l 

A bill-for the relief of John W. Townsend; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, the rule was suspended, 
bill read 2nd time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was further suspen- 
ded, bill read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr Wren, from the committee on private land claims No. 1, 
submitted the following report: 

The committee on private land claims, No. 1, have had under 
consideration the petition of the administrater of John Marshall 
dec’d., and find that said Marshal emigrated to Texas previous to 
the declaration of Independence—served in several campaigns in 
the Texas army, and in the battle of San Jacinto, and remained 
in said Republic until some time in the year 1838, and in said - 
year died. The committee therefore report the accompanying 
bill, and recommend its passage. i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Marshall, dec’d ; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the rule was suspended, bill read 2nd 
time and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report : : 

The committee on State affairs, to which was referred the pe- 
titun of David Cole and accompanying evidence, praying for an 
annual pension, have instructed me to report, that they are fully 
satisfied that the petitioner participated in the battle of San Ja- 
sinto, and there had the good fortune to be one of the captors of 
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Gen. Santa Anna, and that he again enrolled himself to defend 
the Republic in the invasion of 1842. Further it is full y proved 
to the committee, that the petitioner is a man of family and is 
now blind. 

The committee are satisfied that no stronger case can be pre— 
sented for relief. ‘The constitution of the State, however, pre~ 

cludes the. Legislature from making any appropriation of money 
for a longer period than two years. Itis therefore out of its 
power to. grant the petitiorer a perpetual annual pension—bnt 
this legislature can make the necessary appropriation for the 
next two years and it is not to be doubted that the ensuing leg- 
islatnre will also be mindful of those who have assisted in the 
defence of the country——hence the committee report the accom- 
panying bill, recommending its passage, 

A bill to grant a pension ‘to David Cole; read Ist A 

Mr Potter offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That from this time to the 4th of Feb., 1856, no 
Senator shall be allowed to talk more than ten minutes at a time 
on any question, unless by special leave, given by a majority of 
the Senators present. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the resolution was amended by strik- 
ing out “ten” and inserting “ five,” 

The resolution was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of-Cass, a bill for the relief of John 
McClosky, was taken up, read 2nd time and ordered to be en- 
grossed. i 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a vill to incorpor ate Ida 
Lodge, No. 14, I. O. Q. E., was taken up, read 2ad time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the rule was suspended, bill read 
3rd time aud passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Alien, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald- 
well, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, Lott, Mc(ulloch, Me Dade, 
Martin, Milliean, Palmer, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Superviele, 
Taylor ' of Cass, Trait, Weatherford, Whitaker, and White—94. 

Navs—Messts. Taylor of i Fannin, and Wren—2, 

Qu motion of Mr McCulloch, the report af the committee on 
pnblic buildings, on a bill te provide for the safe keeping of the 
Capitol and its contents and the protection of the other public 
‘buildings and grounds, offering a substitute therefor, was taken 

ap, the substitute adopted and bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the second section of the bill 
was Stricken out. 
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“The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a House bill amendatory of an act 
concerning crimes and punishments, approved March 20th,1848 
——was taken up and read lst time. 

On motion ot Mr Burroughs, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2nd time and passed to a third reading. - 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr Russell moved to adjourn till Monday morning ten o’clock 
axs]ont, | . 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned till 
8 o'clock, P. M. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, a bill to incorporate the Tririty 
Valley Rail Road Cempany, was taken tp and read sec «gd 
time. 

Mr Allen offered a substitute for the Ist. 2nd. 8rd. 4th. and 
Sth sections—adopted. 

Mr Allen offered the following amendments: 

Ist. To the 17th Seetion—Strike out the word “sixteen” 
and insert the word “eight ” whenever it occurs, 

2nd. To the 18th section, add: 

This company shall be entitled to all the rights, benefits and 
privileges of an act passed by the Legislature of this State, ap— 
proved Jan. 30th, 1854, entitled an act to enconrage the eon— 
struction of Rail Roads and donations of land. | 

Both amendments being adopted, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. 
= On motion of Mr Pedigo, the rule was suspended, bill read 
rd time and passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs. Allen, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, McCulloch, 
Martin, Maverick,.Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Scott, Super- 
viele, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren—18, 

Nays-—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Grimes and Russell—4. 
© On motion of Mr White, a bill for the relief of Juan Delgado 
was taken up, read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, bill read 3rd 
time and passed by the following vote: ` . 

Yuas—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 
gan, Guinn, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Potter, 
Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Weatherford and White 
—17. 
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Navs—Messrs. Armstrong, Grimes, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, 
and Wren—6. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported correctly engrossed— 

A bill for the relief the heirs of Connel Manchaca, 

A bill for the relief of John W Townsend; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Marshall. 

Mr Russell, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 
as correctly engrossed— 

A bill providing for the safe keeping of the Capitol and its 


contents, and the protection of the other public buildings and 
rounds. ; 
j A bill to incorporate Ida Lodge, No 14, of theIOOF; and 

.A bill for the relief of John J Closkey. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the report of the committee on Pub- 
lic Debt, on a bill making an appropriation to pay a portion of 
the second class debt of the late Republic of Texas, offering an 
amendinent thereto, was taken up, read, and the amendments 
adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the report of the select committee, 
on a bill supplemental to the lst section of an Aet on Limita— 
tions, offering amendments thereto,was taken up. 

Mr Palmer offered the following asa substitute for-the Ist 
amendment reported by the committee: 

Amendment to change the caption, so as to read as follows: 
“ A bill supplementary to an Act entitled an Act of Limitations, 
passed Feb’y 5th, 1841 ;” adopted. 

Mr Hill offered the following as a substitute for the bill and 
amendments i - 

A Joint Resolution, rebuking the State of Massachusetts— 

Resolved, That the Legislature of the State of Texas does 
most solemnly rebuke the State of Massachusetts for the course 
she has pursued in nullitying the Fugitive Slave Law, as well 
as for her inordinate abolitioñ tendencies. 

On motion of Mr Bryan, the bill, amendments and substitute 
were made the special order for Monday, the 28th inst. at 104 
A.M. : : 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill giving a pension to David 
Cole, was taken up; read second time and ordered to be en= 

rossed. ; 
On motion of Mr Burroughs, the rale was suspended, bill 
read.third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Grimes, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, May~ 
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trick, Palmer, Pirkey, Rassell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of C., 
Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and White—22. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Guinn and Millican—8. 

On motion of Mr Lott, a Honse bill to repeal an Act entitled 
an Act to incorporate the Tyler University in the town of Tyler, 
county of Smith, and to re-incorporate the same, was taken up 
and read first time. 

_ On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time and passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Mav- 
erick, Palmer, Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of O., Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker and White —22. 

Nays— Mr Millican—-1. 

On irotion of Mr White, a bill to incorporate the Indianola 
Wharf Company, was taken up, read second time and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the rnle was suspended, 
bill read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flan- 
agan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, 
Maverick, Palmet, Pirkey, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, 
Truit, Weatherford, White and Wren—22, y 

Nays—~Mr Bryan—1. . l 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, a bill requiring tne Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to perform certain duties 

therein named, was taken up, read and passed toa third reading. 
On motion of Mr Flanagan, the rule was suspended, bid read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr: Weatherford, a bill to authorise and re= 
quire certain suits pending in the counties of Hill and Ellis to 
be transferred to the county of Johnson, was taken up, read 
third time and passed. . 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported a bill for the relief of Juan Delgado, correctly en- 
grossed. 

Mr Martin moved to reconsider the vote passing a bill to 
amend the caption and lst and l6th sections of an Act to in- 
corporate the Fexas Western Railroad Company, appr ved 16th ~ 
Feb’y, 1852; lost by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Martin, Mil- 
lican, ‘Taylor, of C., Weatherford and Wren—8. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
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Guinn, Hil, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, 
Pirkey, Potter, Searborongh, Scott, Taylor, of Fannin, Truit, 
Whitaker and White—2u. i 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjourned until 
10 o’clock Monday morning. 


. MonpDay, JANUARY 28th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant to 
adjou rament—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called quorum pres- 
ent. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

Mr Maverick presented the memorial of G. Schleicher and 
others ; referred to committee on the Judiciary. Also the peti- 
tion of James R. Burt; referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr Guinn chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed. 

A bill to grant a pension to David ‘Cole. 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment ef a portion 
of the second Class Debt of the late Republic of Texas, 

A bill to incorporate the Indianola Wharf company. 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity Valley Rail Road company. 

A bill to incorporate the City of Anstin. 

Mr Russell from the same committee reported a bill donating 
ten sections of land to Robert Wilson, correctly engrossed. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, chairman of the committee on public debt, 
made the following reports: The committee on public debt, 
ave examined the petition and voucheis of Robert Baldwin, 
asking pay for transportation and provisions furnished a compa- 
ny of volunteers for the Texas army in 1836, and find that the 
elaim is fally sustained by the affidavits of General H. McCloud 
and Gen. J. 'T. Chambers, who were in the Texas service at 
that time, and kave instructed me to report a bill to pay the same 
recommending its passsage. 

A bill for the relief of Robert Baldwin; read first time. 

The committee on public debt, whose duty it was made bya 
resolution of the Senate to examine into that class of Public debt 
now in the Auditor’s Office known as spoliation claims and clas- 
sify the same and report the amount and character of each class 
and such other information on the subject as may be of interest, 
herewith report the result of their labors in Documents A and B. 
Document A, shows the name of the claimant, the amount 

claimed, by whom filed, and the evidences. Document B, is a 
classification of their_claims into four classes. The first class, 
comprises that portion which purports to have been used by the 
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‘Texas army, amounting to $54,790 16. The second class, com- 
prises that portion purporting to have been burned and destroyed 
by order of the commanding ollicers of the Texan army, amount- 
ing to $203,464 00. .The third class, comprises that portien pur- 
porting to have been destroyed by the Mexican army and by-In- 
dians, amounting to $53,594 94, and the fourth class contains 
claims for military services and losses sustained thereby amount- 
ing to $876 13, all of which makes a grand total of $318,591 23. 
This comprises all of this character of claims now on file in 
the Auditor’s office; a large number of like claims have been 
filed, but again withdrawn. The committee are of opinion that 
none of those claims should be recognized by the Legislature as 
valid, except it should be those of the ist class, which are for 
property alleged to have been used by the Texan army, and those 
only, which could be sustained by a voncher from the officer in 
command. To accept other proof, would in our opinion be dan- 
gerous to the interest of the State, but none of those claims ate 
so vouched for, and therefore could not under this rule be allow- 
ed—-with these remarks we submit the matter to the Senate for its 
consideration. 
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SPOLIATLON CLAIMS FOR PROPERTY DESTROYED 
BY THE TEXAN AND MEXICAN ARMIES DURING 


| 
| THE REVOLUTION, AND BY INDIANS. 


12 


Sam Williams, 


11, 500) Ly H Paschal, 


NO. 
2 | NAMES OF CLAIMANT. AMT CLAIMED. BY WHOM FILED. 
| 4H M ‘thompson, 4 ATS 447500 A J Hamilton, 
| 5iEistate of Wm Andrews, 967! e p 
6|Randal Jones, 2,340) “ ý 
| - John Goodman, O 2 065| “ = 
8\Sarah Dewitt, | 1 5 T5| « |Ohbarles Mason, 
| 9 Jeremiah Dwyer, 5, 340) “|J De Cordova, 
| 10jAnn R Nibbs, 94. 035) ee 
| 


13lEstate of Thomas Bamet, 1 380! “Guy M Bryan, 
14|J O Blair, 5, '135!70\Alonzo Blair, 
15Alonzo Blair, ; ‘989113 = 
16|David S H Darst, | 650100 Andrew Neill, 
17jAdam Zumwalt, 1,6101 “ 
1giJoseph S Martin, | 13. 022! «| i 
19\Benjamin Duncan, 700] § T 4 

| 20George W Davis, 850|“ ‘ 

| 21Eli Mitchell, 1,450 | 

| 99/Anna Maria de la Gaza, 3. BTA à e 
93'Carlos de la Gaza, T, 591: e 

| 94|J ose "Miguel Aldrete, 33,700} “ | ef 
95|\James McGloin, 5, 000i Claimant, 
26\Samuel H Reid, 398] « ly H Poage, 
27\John Rice Jones, | 2,480) “T R Jones, 
98\Ignacio Perez, | 3,112} “ Luciano Navarro, 
29\Estate of Francisco Ruiz, 2 T54“ | s 
230) “ J M Beramendi, 2 404'40: uc 
31) do 1,936] «| © 

| 382|Luciano Navarro, 3,7 58} «i Claimant, 
34|Patricia dela Gaza de Leon 28. 300) “: JW Allen, 
35 eats Ee de Leon de la | 

Gaza, 3,926] “ e 

| 36\Jose de Leon de Moncholeo 9; ,580| * ' 

| 37|Horace Eggleston, 5'068| “TEE E McCulloch, 

| 88| Basil G Igams, 4881 * Joseph Lee, 
39| Esther Clarke, 700} “< 


41 H D Holdeman, 


5,2501007 W E Wallace, 
l 43 
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43/Jesse H Cartwright, 

45| Pedro Villa, 

46i Isaac McGary, 

41| Estate Thos R Miller, 

48| James Dunn, 

49|John © Cunningham | . 

50|Est. of John Rice J ones, | 

51| Rosean Ford, | 

52| Thomas P Bell f 

53| Anson Jones, 

54/Juliet O Stanton, 

55|Hugh Dale, Minor, 

56|Wm Gamble in right of 
his wife Ann Gamble, 
formerly wife of J ohn 
Carroll, deceased. 


57| Joseph Ur ban, 
| 


58! William Hardy, 
59 William Hardy, Sen’r 
60\James H Heffeman, 
61|)Fohn Hefieman, Sen’r 
62| William P Hui, 
63iWm P & G Huf, 
64| Albert G Irving, in right 
ofhis wife Nancy Irvi ing| 
65|Heirs Philip & A McElroy! 
66\John Sowell, dec’d 
67\Freeman Deleon 
68|David Harris, 
70|\James E B Austin, 
TijJames Malone, 
72|Mary McGloin, 
78\ David Craven, 
74|Pat & John McGloin, 
75|Robert Carlisle, 
79 James McGloin, 
76\John Hart, . 
77\Pat-& Luke Hart, 
78|Bridget Black, 
80|John Hebbins, 
81/Blijah Bennett, 
83|Matthew Burnett, 
85|Rhoda Hunt, | 
86 Sarah White. 


MEDIE aaen iea eaan ete Hau prana a. 


1,17050 
5, 398150 V E Howard, 
350100 
4.000 « |A F Marshall, 
'175|«|Thos H S Addicks, 
1,810 50/8 B Conley, — 
10, 00) iWin S Oldham, 
1 065 “Major Smith, 
100 
1 „000| “| Claimant, 
7,500 “IDM Stapp, 
587|“ [Wm Gamble, 


4,462100: William Gamble, 
8 „548 & $ 

2 805) “ 

1,842150 

1,080 00 

4,810] “ 

11,100) “ (Colonel Knight, 

6,7 784 ° 


500} “|S B Conly, 
1,570] “ 
1,500) “JA J L Sowell, 
21 "610 iy 
2. 000} 6S 
2,000 es 


850| “ [Received by mail, 
70 (g4 
a290 
2,710 t 
12,655 


2,855 
535 
630 

1,800 


— 


«|D M Stapp, 


(43 


« (Doctor Tate. 


ec y- 
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- iss 


l REMARKS., o 

4, Grist mill, house, gin stand, ferry boat, burned and de- 
stroyed, and hogs and corn used by the Mexican army, near 
the town of Richmond, in 1886, as per afidavit of claimant 
and two others, 

5. Cotton, plantation tools and furnitura destroyed by the 
Mexican army in 1836, as shown by the affidavit of the admin- 
istrator and three others, 

6. Houses, cattle, fodder, tools and furniture lost and de— 
stroyed by the Mexican army in 1836, in the town of Rich- 
mond, per aflidavits of claimant and two others and certificate 
by six persons. 

7. Cotton, bacon, lard, corn, folder, furniture and hogs, de- 

stroyed by the Mexican army in 1523, zs per aflidavit of claim- 

ant and two others. 

8. Houses and furniture burnt, and cattle lost at Gonzales 
at the burning thereof by order of Deaf Smith, in 1886, as per 
affidavit of claimant and two others. 

9. Dwelling and store houses, two negro men killed, cotton, 
furniture and implements destroyed by the invasion of the 
Mexican army in 1838, no affidavit by claimant, but one afi- 
davit by two others. ~ 

"10. Dry goods, silver plate, furniture, &c., lost by the burn- 

ing of San Felipe de Austin, by order of commanding officer 

of Texas army. Claim for loss $10,200. Claim of Int,. $13,- 
$55, three affidavits and two certificates. 

12. Stock of goods used by the Texan army and burned at 
Gonzales in 1836. Certified to by sub-contractor for the army, 
and partly by other officers thereof, 

£ 13. Horses, cattleand bacon, carried off and destroyed near 
the town of Richmond in 1836, by the Mexican army. See 
affidavit of claimant and two cthers, 

14. Horses, merchandize and implements, &c., lost during 
the Revolution. Amount damage $3,341 45. Int. at 8 per 
ct. $1,794 25, per statement of claimant and affidavits by two 
others. 

15. Claim for services as a soldier in the army. 

16. Claim for losses sustained in the burning of Gonzales, 
by order of Gen. Houston. See affidavit of claimant and two 
‘others. 

17. Dwelling and store houses and cattle lost by the burn- 
ing of Gonzales in 1836, by order of Gen. Houston, per affida— 
vit of applicant and two others. 
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18. Hoúses and merchandize lost by the burning of Gon- 
zales, per affidavit of claimant and three others. Invoices from 
N. O. merchants show the goods to have been sent to Texas. 


19. Ferry boat and cattle lost at the retreat from Gonzales 
per affidavit of claimant and two others. 


20. Building, horses, cattle & furniture lost by the burning 
of and retreat from Gonzales in 1836, per affidavit of claimant 
and two others. 

21. Store, houses, tavern and farm houses Jost by the burn. 
ing of Gonzales in 1836, per affidavit of claimant and two 
others. 

22. Houses and furniture destroyed at Goliad by Col. Fan- 
nin, value $900, and cattle taken by Gen. Rusk’s army, value 
$2,474 00 per affidavit of claimant and three others. 

23. Houses, implements and furniture destroyed at Goliad 
by the burning thereof, value $2.700, and horses and cattle, val- 
ue $4891, appropriated by the Texan army, affidavit by self and 
three others. 

24. Houses, furniture, fences, stills, &c., destroyed at Go- 
liad by the burning thereof, value $33,700, including premises 
burned in Refugio by the command of Ward & King. 

25. Cattle lost in the “break up” in 1836. Said to be used 
by the army of Gen. Rusk, affidavit by claimant and five others. 

26. Merchandize destroyed by the Mexican army in the 
town of Columbia in 1836. Affidavit by claimant and another. 

27. Houses and furniture burned at San Felipe De Austin, 
by order of Gen. Houston, affidavit by claimant and another. 

98. Claim made in Spanish—wanis translation. 

29. do do do do. 

30. Property lost at Goliad by the invasion of the Mexican 
army in 18386, per affidavit of claimant and four others. 

31. Cattle and tools taken for use of the commands of John- 
son, Fannin and Rusk, in 1836, per affidavit of claimant and 
two others. 

82. Property destroyed by Mexicans and Indians from 1836 
to 1842, amt. $1,154 34. Property used by the army of Texas 
$9,603. 66, affidavit by claimant and five others. 

34. Horses, cattle, furniture and implements lost (same ap- 
propriated by Gen. Rusk’s army) obliged to leave the country | 
by order of Gen. Rusk, affidavit of claimant and others. 

85. Same as 34. 

36. Same as 34. i 

37. Houses, merchandize and cattle lost by the burning of 
Gonzales, per afñdavit of applicant and two others. 
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38. Goods left in store and found destroyed on the seturn of 
Morehead’s batallion to the town of Columbia. Certificate by 
Wm Gadden, commissary. 

39. Stock and hogs destroyed by the Mexican army at Gon 
zales, per affidavit of claimant and three others: 

“41. Buildings burnt and goods destroyed in the town of 
Mina in 1836, per two affidavits. 

43. Buildings destroyed by the burning of San Felipe in 
1836, by order of military commander, two affidavits. 

_ 45. , Houses, cattle, furniture and utensils lost and destroyed 

at Bahia, Goliad, by the Texan army, on its evacuation; claim 
rejected by the board of commissioners, it having been alleged 
by Col. Miller that the party was an enemy ; Col. Miller said 
to be intoxicated when making the assertion; assertion con— 
tradicted by other members of the army—affidavit of the loss 
by four parties. l 

46. Houses and fences burned by the Mexicans at San Ber- 
nardo in 1836, affidavit by applicant only. 

4%. Houses destroyed at Gonzales in 1836, by order of Gen. 
Houston, per two affidavits. - l 

48. Horses, saddle and bridle, gun and pistols taken by 
the Mexican army from applicant, whilst acting as a spy for 
the Texas army. 

49. Horses, cattle wagon, four and salt, and rifle guns ta- 
ken by Capt. A Neill’s command, interest amounting to $745 
50. Total claim $1810 50; three affidavits. 

59. Store houses and goods burned at San Felipe by erder 
ef Gen. Houston. No affidavit of any kind sworn to. 

51. Cattle taken by the Texas army and furniture lost; no ` 
affidavit accompanying. l 

52, Life boat lost in the service of the Texan Government, 
at Velasco; affidavit of two citizens. 

53. Property injured, used and destroyed by the Texan 
army at Brazoria in 1836. No affidavit accompanying. 

54. Buildings and household furniture destroyed and two 
negroes killed by Indians at Linnville, in 1840; affidavit by ap- 
plicant and others. 

55. Pay for military services, &c., and property lost; appli- 
eant’s father killed by Mexican army; see three affidavits. ) 

56. Houses, improvements, horses, cattle, crop of corn, fur— 
niture and utensils destroyed by both armies in the revolution 
in 1836; three affidavits. . 

57. Houses, furniture, cotton gin, and merchandize de- 
stroyed by the burning of San Felipe; per affidavit of appli- 
cant and three others. 
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y 1536 ; see four affidavits 
59. Houses, furniture, blacksmith and farming tools; corn 
and cattle destroyed by Mexican ariny at Columbus in 1836; 


and cotton crops destroyed 
ty the Mexican army at Attaseosa, in 
a 5 


} ; e 
ed, and horses and cattle taken by the Mexican arm at San Pa- 
tricio; see five affidavits, 
61. Improvements, farmin: 


Patricio; see six affidavits. : 

62. Dwelling houses and merchandize destroyed at the 
burning ofSan Felipe by erder of Gen. Houston in 1836; see 
two affidavits. l 

63. Storehouses, goods in store, and eattle destroyed as fore- 
going—see two aiidavits, . . 

64. Houses and furniture destroyed in Gonzales in 1836 by 
the burning thereof; see two affidavits. 

65. Houses and furniture destroyed and horses and wagons 
lost by the burning of San Felipe in 1836; see four affidavits. 

66. Houses, furniture, blacksmith shop and tools lost by 
burning of Gonzales in 1836; affidavit by adm. and two others. 

67. Horses, mules, cattle &c., used by the Texan army į 
claim well authenticated; committee on claims unanimously 
passed a resolution for its payment in 1850. 

68. Real estate destroyed at Harrisburg, Nautical and Sar- 
veying instruments. Horses taken at San Antonio by Texas 
army; no affidavit. : 

70. Store houses burned in the town of San Felipe in 1836, 

and two others. 
G. ‘This appears to be a claim 
rthe Texan army. `’ 
ousshold furniture lost in San Pa- 
tricio during the Revolution; per two affidavits. 

73. Horses esrried of by Indians from San Patricio, from 
1847 to 1849; see atidavits. . 

74. Horses and corn crib lost and destroyed in do. during 
the Revolution; see affidavit. 

75. Houses, furniture, utensils, horses, cattle, groceries, &c., 
lost during the Revolution, in San Patricio; see affidavit of ap- 
plicant and three others. | 

79. Houses, improvements, furniture, books, horses and 
cattle, de, destroyed in San Patricio Co. during the war ; see 
afidavit of applicant and four others. 

76. Same as 79; see three affidavits. 
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for services as a yoinnteer 
72, Horses, cattle and 
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77. Horses, carried off by Indians from 1847 to 1850 in 
in San Patricio; see three affidavits. 

78. Crop of cor n, cattle and froniture destroyed in San Pa- 
tricio county during the Revolution ; ; see three affidavits. 

80. Amt. claim not stated, 800 head cattle earrid of by both 
parties during the Revolution, Hebbins killed in Dewitt county, 
See two affidavits, — 

S1. Houses, improvements, horses, cattle and furniture de- 
stroyed by Indians at Linnville in 1844; see three affidavits. 

83. Oxen, cattle, corn and hogs taken by Texan army in 
1836; certified to by Capt. Wood ‘and a soldier ; see also two 
affidavits, *- 

85. Bacon, lard, hogs and furniture nsed by Texan army; 
see two affidavlts. 

86. Beeves, furniture, hogs, &c., taken by both armies in 
the Revolution; certificate of four citizens accompanying. 


wp» 
OLASSIFICATION OF SPOLIATION CLAIMS. 


- CLASS FIRST. 
PROPERTY USED BY THE TEXAN ARMY. 


CLAIM. [OF CLAIM. 


~~ 12/11,500 00) ve 

2. 2 ATA “ [only part No. 22 claim, remain’r class’d No. 2. 
23 4.891 < 23 do do do do 

5,000! « 

31 1,936| « | 

32! 2, °603/66|Same remark as No. 22 and 23. 

A9 1, 810 0|Val. of prop’ty $1065, int. claimed $745,50. 

Sr 21 610 ‘c 


xO. OF aoar -_ REMARKS. 


Good claim; see remark on list of claims. 


BBB ec | do do do ‘do do 
B5 630| “1 do do do do do 
1,800) “ late « of this claim properly belongs to Class 


all o. 8, a portion being used by Mexican army. 
slat 
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_ Crass Seconp—Property burned and destroy- 
ed by or der commanding officers Texan army. 


REMARKS. 


NO. OF| AMOUNT. 
CLA M.OF CLAIM.! 


1,575 ~ 8] 1,575100] 
op 055) “ | 
"650 

1610“ 
3022, (E4 
700! {6 
850; « 
1,450) « 
29) 900) *|82,474,00 of total of this claim i is clas’d No. 1. 
23| 2,'700] «1$4,891,00 r 
24138 7 OO; |. 
ari 2430 lo 
| 


te 


th 
19 
20 
21 


A 28° 300 
35! 3 926 
36! 2. 880 
37! 5, 068 100) 
43| 1, 1170150 
re re 150 as 
00 
50110 000 vo affidavit. See list. 
ol; 1 065 00: No affidavit accompanying claim. 
52 "1001 t£ k 
* 53| 1,000) | 
56| 4,462) | 
57| 8 543] 
62:11 700 | 
| 


Claim good, well authenticated, owner sent 


& z [away Aroi “the country. 
cc e s - j 


63. 6,7 
64 i 

65! 1,570) 
86 1,500 
68) 2.000; 
70 


See class No. 3. 


ae 


| 
| 
i 
| i 
74! 250) | 
| 
| 
I 
i 
i 
= Amount claimed not stated. 
i 
i 


$2 08; 464'00 00 
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WO. OF | AMOUNT | - 


CLAIM.(OF CLAIM. REMARKS. 


4| 4,475100 è o 
5! 967 
6| 2,340 
T| 2,065 
9| 5,340 
13| 1,380 
14| 5,135170 


398 
32| 1,154134 
488 


Only part of claim, remainder classed No. 1. 


81| 2,855 


30; 3,404/40 


ana ee 


$53,594194 | 
Crass Fourta—Claims for military services 

and losses sustained thereby. 
NO. nf AMUUNT | ‘REMARKS. 
CLAIM. [OF CLAIM. 


15 28918 igg 
55] 587 
7i 
| 9876j13 | 
Amount of Ist Class........... .....8 54,790 16 
“6 ra 8 webs ater aa ... 203,464 00 
& Bd © L. 53594 94 
u dih: $o aie Pca sa ei: 876 13 
No. 28 & 29 not included, claims in Spanish, 5,866 00 
44 


Total .......0.00e000. $315,591 93 


Amount of claim not stated. 
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Mr Doane chairman of the select committee, submitted the 
following report: - 

T'he select committee to which was referred the message of 
his Excellency the Governor, together with the report of the 
commissioners appointed under an act entitled an aet to provide 
for the investigation of land titles in certain counties therein 
named, approved ——1854, and accompanying docu— 
ments, have had the same under a careful and minute investi- 
gation. i 

The committee upon consultation adopted the following 
course as the basis of their action in the examination of the mat- 
ter presented for their consideration. The committee arriving 
at the conclusion, that within the terms and meaning of the act 
under the provisions of which, the board referred to was formed, 
it was the clearly defined duty of said commissioners to collect, 
collate and report to the present session of the Legislature alt 
such testimony as might be adduced before them unde any 
claim or title presented for their action, noting at the same time 
the character of the claim or title, and the quantity of land for 
which the title is prayed to be confirmed. With this view of 
the powers and duties of said commissioners under said acf, the 
committee deemed it proper and safe to extend to each title res- 
pectively a thorough and careful examination, adopting as their 
guide of action the testimony reported by said board of commis- 
signers in the order of their investigation, as appears from the 
Minute-book of said board, which accompanies the aforémen- 
tioned report. The committee beg leave to report herewith a 
bill relinquishing the right of the State to such of said claimants 
as appear justly, equitably or legally entitled to the quantum of 
Jand they pray a confirmation. 

There are quite a number of claims not embodied in the bill 
herewith reported, tor the reason that the proof of the same 
was not suflicient to justify the committee in recommending a 
confirmation, and of which your committee deem it but just and 
prudent to express no opinion, as the same may have a tendency 
to prejudice the legal rights of the parties claimant, l 

The committee have not regarded it as necessary to submit an 
elaborate report as to description of the several classes of claims 
upon which they have passed, deeming it only sufficient to recom- 
mend a confirmation in such instances as have been regarded as 
meritorious in their character. , 

The committee further report, that according to a resolution 
of the Senate they took under consideration certain titles which 
had never been presented to the commissioners, for the reason 
that the holders of said titles had no opportunity of presenting 
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them. The commissioners did not hold their sessions at the 
times and places advertised by them. 

The passage of the accompanying bill is respectfully recom- 
mended. . 

A bill to relinquish the rights of the State to certain lands 
therein named ; read first time. . 

. Mr Potter introduced a bill to amend an act to establish a 
State Penitentiary, approved March 13th 1848; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 2d 
time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, a House bill to incorporate the town 
of Rusk in the county of Cherokee, was taken up, and read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, bill read 2d 
time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

Mr Caldwell introduced a bill for the relief of purchasers of 
Austin Oity and outlots; read first and 2d times. 

On motion of Mr McCullech, the bill was amended by striking 
out “8 ner cent” and inserting “12 per cent.” 

Qn motion of Mr Caldwell, the rule was suspended. 

The Senate then refused to engross the bill. 

Mr Armstrong introduced a bill to create the county of 
Brown; also a bill to create the county of McCulloch; each 
read first and 2d times and referred to the committee on çoun- 
ties and county boundaries. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Report of the select committee on a bill supplementary to the 
ist Section of an act on limitations, with the substitute offered 
by Mr Hill. 

Qn motion of Mr Palmer, the report of the committee, bill 
and substitute, were referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Report of the select committee on the bill for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Benjamin R. Milam, offering a substititte there- 
for—was read and the substitute adopted, a 

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved to strike ont “10” and insert “5.” 

Mr Potter moved to lay the report on the table. 

Mr Pirkey moved to amend the motion by adding, “algo the 
bill and amendments”—lost by the following vote: 

Yuras.—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, 
McDade, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Truit, Weatherford, White, and 
Wren,—13. 
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Nays.—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Hord, 
Lott, McCalloch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Potter, 
Scarborough, Taylor of Cass, ‘Taylor of Fannin, Whitaker,—16. 

On motion of Mr Russell, the bill was referred to the com- 
mit e: on public lands, 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a bill to encourage -the im- 
provement of the navigation of the rivers and other navigable 
waters of the State of Texas, by making appropriations for the 
same, was taken up. x l l 

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved to strike out “ $2000” and insert 
“ $1000.” 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, Mr Lott was excused from 
voting on the amendment. l 

The amendment was then adopted by the following vote: 

Yras.—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, 
Flanagan, Guinn, Hord, MeDade, Martin, Millican, Palmer, 
_Pirkey, Potter, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Weath- 

erford, Whitaker, and White,—21. 

Nays.—Messrs. Caldwell, Grimes, Hill, McCulloch, Maver- 
ick, Russell, and Taylor of Fannin,—-7. 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment. “ That 
any sum of money that may be appopriated by the State of Lou- 
isiana for the Improvement of the navigation of the Sabine river, 
shall authorize the Engineer to draw on the Treasurer for tke 
same amount, which sum so drawn, shall be appropriated to the 
improvement of said river, under the provisions of this act, and 
a certified copy of an act of the State of Louisiana, making such 
appropriation, shall be sufficient evidence that the appropriation 
has been made.” 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the amendment was amend- 
ed, by adding, “ not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars.” 

Mr Burronghs amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Pirkey offered the following amendment. “And should 
the State of Arkansas appropriate any amount of money for the 
improvement of the navigation of Red River, or any amount be 
raised in the Choctaw nation for the same purpose, a like 
amount may be drawn from the Treasurer of the State and used 
for the improvement of the navigation of Red River above the 
North East corner of the State under the provisions of this act 
provided the same shall not exceed fifteen thousand dollars ”— 
adopted. 

Mr Hord offered the following amendment. “ And should 
the Republic of Mexico or any of its States bordering on the 
Rio Grande, appropriate any amount for the improvement of the 
- Rio Grande, then a like amount for the same purpose may be 
drawn from the Treasury of this State.” 


| 
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On motion of Mr Burroughs, the amendment was amended 
by adding, “ provided the same shall not exceed $15,000.” 

The amendment was then adopted. 

. Mr Palmer moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting Mr 
Burroughs ameud ment—tost by the following vote ; 

Yuras.—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Hill, Millican, Palmer, Potter, and ‘taylor of Cass,——9. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burroughs, Doane, Grimes, Guinn, Hord, 
McCulloch, McDade, Maverick Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, Scar- 
borough, Scott, Supereviele, Taylor of Fannin, ‘Truit, Weather- 
ford, Whitaker, White, aud Wren,—-20. 

Mr Palmer then offered the following amendment. ‘ But no 
part of sail appropriation shall be drawn from the State Tr:-asury 
under the 8th Section .of this act, until corresponding appro- 
priations of said adypoising States and Republie’s have been act- 
ually expended upon said streams, and good and satisfactory 
evidence shall be shown to the Guvernor of said expenditure.”? 
——adepted, ; 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

Yuas.—Messrs Bryan, Burronghs, Caldwell, Doane, Hord, 
McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, 
Potter, Scarborongh, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Trnit, 
Whitaker, White,—20., 

Nays.—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hild, McCulloch, Russell, Taylor of Fannin, and Weatherford, 
—10, 

A message was received from the House informing the Senate, 
of the passage by that body of the following bills originating in 
the House. | 

A bill to incorporate the San Antonio River Navigation eom- 
pany, for the purpose of making the same navigable for Steam- 
boats and other boats. 

Joint resolution, in reference to the United States’ Intercourse 
laws, in reference to the sale of ardent spirits among the Indian 
tribes. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Tyler, in Smith county. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and define the 
powers and jurisdiction of said corporation. 

A bill supplementary to an act making provisions for running 
and marking the boundary line, between the State of Texas and 
the Territories of the United States. q 

A bill supplementary to an act, incorporating the Lavaca 
Navigation company. 

A bill to better define the West boundary line of Grayson 
county, and the East boundary line of Cooke county. 
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A bill to compensate Assessors and Collectors for taking the 
Scholastic population in their respective counties. 

Also of a Senate bill for the relief of George L. Bledsoe. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a House bill to create the county of 
Live Oak, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Potter the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time. 

On motion of ‘Mr Potter the bill was amended, Ist, by adding 
at the end of Caption, “and attach it to the’ 14th judicial 
district.” 2d,“ by striking out in the 10th section, all after the 
word * district, ” in the 2nd line. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of the citizens of oe 
county, praying the establishment of Colorado Unirersity ; 
ferred to committee on education. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjourned till 3 


o'clock P. M. 


pong 


8 o'clock P. M. 

Senate met—rtoll called—quorum present. 
On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill to incorporate Franklin Col- 
_lege was taken up, and read first time. 

“On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed by the following vote ; 

Yxuas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flana— 


gan, Grimes, Guinn, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Millican, ) 
Palmer, Pirkev, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Bupervile 


Taylor of Cass, Truit, Whitaker, and Wren 99. 

Navs—Messrs. Burroughs, and Weatherford—2 _ 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill to incorporate the Texas | 
Christian College was taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was suspended, bill read | 
` second time, and passed to a third reading, 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was further suspended, bill | 
read third time, and passed by the following vote : 


Yras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- | 


gan, Grimes, Guinn, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Millican, 


Palmer, Birkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Super- | 


viele, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Whitaker, and White—22. 
Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Weatherford, and Wren—3. 
On motion of Mr Millican, a bill to incorporate. the town of 
Lexington, was taken up, and read first time. N 
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On motion ot Mr Millican the rule was suspended, bill read 
Second time, and passed to a third reading. - 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. | 

On motion of Mr Arnistrong a bill to provide for the purchase 
of a supply of the Texas Digest for the use of the State, was 
taken up, read, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Bryan the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr White, a bili to incorporate Payne Female 


Anstitute, was taken up, read, and ordered to be engrossed. j 


On motion of Mr Weatherford the rule was suspended, bill 
read third timeʻand passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Guinn, Lott, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, 
Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, 
Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White, and Wren—24. 

Nays—Mr Armstrong—1l. i 


a 


On inotion of Mr White, a bill for the relief of A. Savery was 


taken up, read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr Guina the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed. a 

‘On motion of Mr Wren, a bill for the relief of Louisa Neath- 
erly was taken up, read second time, and ordered to be en- 


_ grossed, 


On motion of Mr Wren the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, a bill to provide tor the erection 
and furnishing ofa fire proof building, to be used as a General 
Land Office for the State of Texas was taken up, read, and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time; and passed. 

A bill to provide for cancelling patents issued upon forged 
evidence; read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the bill was made special order for 
to-morrow, at 11 A. M. 

On motion of Mr Wren, a bill to authorize the district. courts 
to issue land certificates in certain cases, was taken up, read and 
ordered to be engrossed. : 

_ Qn motion of Mr Wren the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed. l 

A bill to ascertain the lega! claims for land, against the State. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs the blank in the 4th line was 
filled by inserting $2,000 
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On motion of Mr Caldwell, the bill was amended by insert- 


ing between the words “shall receive,” the words “ be appointed. 


by said commissioner.” 

On motion of Mr Guinn the blank in the 5th line was filled 
with $1,000. 

Mr Potter offeredthe following amendments, to comein after 
the word “ colonies: ” E 

Ist, in 7th line, sec. 2d—2d, in 9th line, sec. 4th—3d, in 17th 
line, section 5th—‘ and certificates issued to companies incor- 
porated under the laws of this State, for purposes of Internal 
Improvements, and to persons for building vessels under the 
provisions of the act of Feb. 3rd, 1854, entitled an act to encour- 
age the building of steamboats, steamships, and other vessels in 
the State of Texas.” Adopted. 

Mr Bryan moved to fill the blank in 14th section, 6th page, 
6th line, with “$5; lost. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the blank was filled by inserting 
$3 00. 

Qn motion of Mr Palmer the further consideration of the bill 
was deferred till 10 o’clock A. M. to-morrow. 

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported, 

A bill to authorize the disirict courts to issue land certificates 
in certain cases. . 

A bill to provide for the purchase ofa supply of the Texas 
Digest, for the use of the State, 

And a bill for the relief of A. Savery, correctiy engrossed. 


Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, reported — 


a bill making an appropriation for the use and, support of the 
State Government, for the years 1856 and 1857; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, the Senate adjourned till to-mor- 
row morning, at 10 o’clock. | 
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Turspay, Jan. 29th, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Lott, from the committee on State Affairs, made the fol~ 
lowing report : ; 

The committee on State Affairs, have examined the petition 
of Robert J Caruthers, administrator of Peter U Priedham, and 


find that a judgment was obtained against the administrator in: 


the Fall term of the District Court of Victoria County, 1855, 


AST 


for a large sum of money on the bond ot Sheriff MeDonald as 
tax collector for the year 1841—that the principal and all the 
sureties were dead; that the judgment was obtained by proof, 
which was not evidence until the act of 11th February, 1850 
. made it so, and that defendant offered proof, which would have 
: been satisfactory evidence,that the taxes collected by McDonald 
were all paid over to the Treasury, but were ruled out on tech- 
| nical objections. 

The committee.believe that there is injustice done to the pe- 
titi-ner, and that relief ought to be granted. They turther 
believe that there should be a time when the settlement of State 
claims shorld be presented, and hence report the accompany 
bill, recommending its passage. 

A bill forthe protection of tax collectors and their sureties 
under the Republic—read first time. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, to 
| which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Hays 
| County, praying for the passage of a law prohibiting in that 
County all traffic in ardent spirits, except fur mechanical or 
| medicinal purposes, reported the same back, recommending its 
| Indefinite postponement. 

Mr Bryan, chairman of the committee on Public Buildings, 
submitted the following report : 
i The members of the committee on public buildings to which 
was referred the report of the Commissioners appointed by act 
ot Feb. 14th, 1854, have instructed me to report, that the stone 
work and all the wood work with the exception of hanging with 
weights, the windows of the Capitol have been finished. ° 
The Commissioners of the Capitol in their report, deprecate 
| as we do, the projection of the gable ends of the two principal 
| roofs, giving an unfinished aspect to the building, 
1 ‘The Commissioners recommend that Mr Cook be paid for 
| painting the roof of the Capital, which was done by special 
| bargain, outside of his contract, the sum of $300 U0. In addi- 
į tion to this sum, there is due Mr Cook for iron and smith work, 
i on aceount of the stone work of the building, the sum of 
i $257 00. i ; 
| There is due to the Superintendent and Commissioners, 
i Messrs Swisher and Haynie on their salaries the following 
| sums: 
| To James Doyle, . «© . « « $2100 00 
«o J. G. Haynie, s i i - . 750 00 
“« J.G. Swisher, . . ; ©.. T80 00 
| Which amounts the committee recommend should be paid. 
| There is still an unsettled account with Mr Cook, TR a 
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committee do not atthe present time feel disposed to report 
upon, and which they have passed over to a separate report. 

The Commissioners have not yet received or accepted the 
Capitol, nor do the committee feel as yet authorized to recom- 
mend that said Commissioners shall bė discharged from the 
duties assigned them by the act before mentioned. ~~ > 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended, and th 
report taken up. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the consideration of the 
report was deferred until to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock. 

Mr Hord, chairman of the committee on State affairs,, to 
which was referred the petition of sundry citizens of the town 
of Independence, praying ‘that no ardent spirits may be sold 
within 3 miles from. the center of the public square in said 
town, reported the same back, recommending its indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr McCulloch presented the following communication from 
the Secretary of the Senate. 


E SENATE CHAMBER, 


) 
January 29th, 1856. | 
To the Honorable 


The President of the Senate : 

In accordance with a resolution of the Senate, authorizing 
the Secretary of the Senate, to have the Cistern, attached to the 
Capitol, cleansed and repaired, I employed Messrs. Payne and 
Phillips to do the same. The work has been done in a superior 
manner. Their accountior the same, amounting to $424 25, is 
herewith presented to the Senate. i 

JAMES F. JOHNSON, Sect. of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the communication and account 
were referred to the committee on Finance. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen— 
ate, that the House had passed a bill, originating in the Senate, 
to provide for the settlement and liquidation of certain merito- 
rious claims therein mentioned—also that the House had con- 
curred in the amendments of the Senate to a couse bill, to in- 
corporate the Washington County Railroad Company, 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported a bill for the relief of Louisa Netherly, and a bill to in- 
corporate Payne Female Institute, correctly engrossed. 

Mr Scott introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Internal Improvement be re- 
quested to consider the propriety and expediency of permitting 


the local Railroad Companies, created by the Legislature of this | 
State to locate the lands granted to them in their charters, as 
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well as the land granted in tue act known asthe Sixteen Section 
Law, approved Jan. 30th, 1854, in the reserve made in the act 
known as the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad Charter, appoved 
Dec. 21st, 1853, and report by bill or otherwise, adupted by the 
following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, McDade, Maverick, Palmer; Pirkey, Potter, Scott, 
and Taylor of Fannin—18. 

Nays—Messrs Guinn, Hill, McCulloch, Martin, Milliean, 
Russell, Taylor of Cass, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and 
Wren—1il. 

Mr Grimes introduced a joint resolution, authorising the Gov- 
ernor to take measures to procure the transcribing of the Jour- 
nals of the House of Representatives of the late Republie, and 


of the State of Texas, by Ben. F. Hill, or the regurn of the 


money drawn by him as payment for said work—read first and 


second times and referred to the committee on Finance. 


Mr Armstrong introduced a bill for the relief of George W 
Glasscock; read first and second times and referred to the com- 
mittee on private land claims No, 2. 

Mr Armstrong moved to reconsider the vote adopting Mr 
Scott’s resolution. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the motion to reconsider was laid on 
the tabie. k 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill granting 640 acres of land 
to all persons that have been killed or wounded in battles of 
Texas with the Mexicans or Indians; read first time. ’ 

On motion of Mr Allen, a House bill to create the County of 
Young, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was further suspended; bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion ot Mr Allen, a bill to create the County of Caddo, 
was taken up and read second time. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the bill was amended by striking out 
“ Caddo” and inserting “ Jack.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the report of the committee on State 
Affairs, on the joint resolution, relative to the votes of Senators 
Rusk and Houston, on the Nebraska Kansas act, was taken Up. 

Mr Armstrong moved to lay the motion on the table—lost. 

On motion of Mr Scott, a call of the Senate was ordered. 
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On motion of Mr Armstrong, a House bill, defining the Cout- 
ties composing the third Judicial District, and the time-of hold. 
ing courts therein, was taken up and’ read first time. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended ; bill 
yead second time and passed to a third reading. 7 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was further suspended ; 
bill read third time and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill te ascertain the legal claims for lands against the 
State. | 

Mr McCulloch offered a substitute for the bill. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, further action on the bill was post- 
poned till 3 o’clock, p. m. È 

On motion of Mr White, a bill to incorporate the town of 
Indianola, ‘was taken up; read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr White, the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr Scott, the call of the Senate was suspénded. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the joint resolution, relative to the 
votes of Senators Rusk and Houston, on the Nebraska Kansas 
act, was made the speeial order for to-night at 7 o’clock. 

Mr Allen, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported cor- 
rectly enrolled, properly signed, and this day presented to the 
Governor, 

A bill to provide for the liquidation and settlement of certain 
meritorious el ims therein named. 

A bill entitled an act supplementary to an act to establish 
and incorporate the College of DeKalb, approved Jan. 26th 


1839, 

And a bill for the relief of Geo L Bledsoe. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, the Senate adjourned till 
3 o’clock, . 


3 o'clock, P. M. 
Senate met—roll called---quorum present. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported correctly engrossed. | 

A bill to create the County of Jack. i 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, a bill authorizing the Assessor 
and Collector of Tarrant County to collect the taxes now assessed 
in the former territory of Tarrant County, (now Parker County) 
and pay over the same to the County Treasurer ofsaid Parker 
County, was taken up; read and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the rule was suspended; bill 
read third time and passed. 
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On motion of Mr Martin, a bill to make valid certain surveys, 
made in the County of Henderson, with report of the committee 
on the Judiciary, offering a substitute therefor, was taken up; 
read, the substitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time and passed. ` 

On motion of Mr Allen, the report of the committee on pub- 
lic lands, on a bill to legalize the official acts of J P Dumas, as 
District Surveyor of Grayson Cnunty, offering a substitute 
therefor, was taken np; read, the substitute adopted, and bill 
ordered to. be engrossed. ~ | 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended; bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to provide for cancelling patents, issued upon forged 
evidence. 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment, to come in at 
the end of 4th Section: 

‘And all judgments rendered under the provisions of this 
act shall be subject to appeal or revision by the Supreme Court 
as other suits at law ”—adopted. i 

On motion ot Mr Potter, the 3rd section was amended, by 
inserting after the word “petition,” “and a -distinct statement 
of the name of the original grantee.” 

Mr Palmer offered the following as a substitute fot 7th section. 

Sec.. 7th. “That any third person claiming under any 
patent on which suit may be commenced, within the provisions 
of this act, may plead in defence that he is an innocent pur- 
chaser without notice, holding under said patent in good faith, 
and the jury ‘trying the snit, shall determine from the evidence, 
whether said plea be true or faise, and if they find said plea to 
be true, the Court trying said cause, shall enter a decree so as 
to protect the rights of said parties against the State, and to 
secure to him or her the land so claimed; and that this act take 
effect and be in force from and after its passage.” 

On motion of Mr Whitaker—laid on the table by the follow- 
ing vote: «_ 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs. Grimes, Guinn, Lott, 
Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Superviele, Truit, Whitaker, 
. White—13. as. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Bryan,Caldwell, Flanagan, Hill, Mce- 
Culloch,'Palmer, Potter, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, 
and Weatherford—12. i 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the third section was amended by 
striking out “at the seat of Government,” and inserting ‘‘in the 
County in which said land ora part thereof so patented is situ- 
ated ” whenever it occurs—adopted. 
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The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. l 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
third thne and passed. l f 

Mr Scott offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby authorized to give the Chaplain a certificate for his 
Services at the same rate of pay per diem, as the officers of the 
Senate—adopted. 

Mr Lott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the. present Porter be paid one dollar per 
day, in addition to that now allowed for each day he has at- 
tended on the Senate. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, “one dollar ” was stricken 
out and “ fifty cents ” inserted. | 

The resolution was then adopted by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Hill, Lott, McDade, 
Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Taylor of Cass, 
Tavlor of Fannin Truit, Weatherford, and White—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hord, McCulloch, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, and 
Whitaker—12. 

Mr Grimes offered the following resolution : ; 

Resolved, By the Senate, that the committee on Public Print- 
ing, be instructed to notify the publishers of the Texas State 
Gazette, and the State Times, that the contract to furnish each 
Senator with ten copies of each issue of their respective papers, 
during the session, will terminate on the fourth day of Feb. 
next—the day appointed for the.adjournment of the present 
session. 

Mr McCulloch moved to amend, by adding, provided this 
resolution shall not be so construed as to apply to the Appendix 
of the State Gazette—lost - 

The resolution was then adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate, that the Honse had passed the Senate bill to incorporate 
the Memphis, El Paso snd Pacific Railroad Company, with 
amendments. 

On motion of Mr Maverick, a bill to muster into service, 
minute men for the protection of the Western frontier, was taken. 
up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Maverick, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. 

Mr McCulloch offered as substitute for the bill, a bill to au- 
thorize the Governor of Texas to call out volunteers for the 
protection of the frontier of Texas—rejected. 


es a 
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The bill was then passed to third reading by the following 
vote : ' 

YEas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Doane, Hord, Lott, McDade, 
Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarboreugh, Scott, 
Superviele, Taylor of Cass, and White—16. 

~ Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill McCulloch, Millican, Taylor of Fannin, 
Weatherford and Whitaker—12. 

- On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a bill to incorporate the 
Jefferson and Dangerfield Railroad Company, was taken up; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended; 
bill read third time and passed by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, Lott, 
McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 
Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fan- 
nin, Truit, Weatherford and White—23. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs and CaJdwell—3. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a bill to authorize the Clerk of the 
County Court of Anderson County to transcribe into a bound 
book, to be procured; by him for that purpose, all the records 
hereinafter mentioned, was taken up—read first time. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was further suspended ; 
bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Armstrong, a bill for the relief of certain 
Sheriffs therein named, with the message ofthe Governor, giv- 
ing his objections, for withholding his approval of the same 
taken up; the Senate refused to pass the bill by the following 
Vote : 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, 
Flanagan, Hord, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Potter Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fan- 
nin, Truit, White and Wren—20. 

Nays—Messrs Burroughs, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, McCulloch, 
McDade, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Weatherford and Whitaker 
—İl. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day pre- 
sented to the Governor— 

' A bill to create the county of Lampasas. 

A bill to authorise and require certain suits pending in the 
District Court in and for the counties of Hill and Blis to be 
transmitted to the county of Johnson. 
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A bill requiring the Commissioner of the Gen’l Land Office 
to perform certain duties therein named. 

A bill to define the 4th Judicial District, and to prescribe 
the time of holding courts therein; and, 

A bill for the relief of George W Robinson. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the Senate adjourned until 7 o'clock 
P.M. l 
T o’clock P. m. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The report of the committee on State Affairs, on a joint reso- 
lution of the House, relative to the vote of Senators Rusk and 
Houston on the Nebraska Kansas Act—read. 

Mr Hill offered the following amendment. 

Resolved, That this Legislature do most solemnly disapprove 
the vot-s of General Thos. J. Rusk on the River and Harbor 
Bill and the Collins Steamer Bill, and approve the vote of Gen 
Sam Houston against the same. 

Mr Palmer moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr Hill, a call of the Senate was ordered. 

Absentees—Messrs M’Dade. Maverick, Pedigo, Russell, Scar- 
borough, ‘Taylor, of Fannin, and Wren. 

Mr Scott moved a suspension of the call; lost. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a bill supplementary to an Act 
making provisions for the running aud marking the boundary 
line between the State of Texas and the Territories of the U. 
States, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr White moved to take up a bill to validate certain acts of 
the Assessors and Collectors of the taxes, appointed under the 
provisions ot an Act te provide for the assessment and collec- 
tion of taxes, approved May 13th, 1846. - 

Mr Seott moved a call of the Senate; carried. . . 

Mr MeCulloch moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning at 
10 o'clock; lost by the following vote: 

YeEss—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Hill, McCulloch, Millican, Taylor, of Cass, and Truit—11. 

Nays—-Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Guinn, Hord, 
Lott, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scott, Super~ 
viele, Weathertord, Whitaker and White—16. 


Mr Palmer then withdrew his motion for the previous ques- 
tion. 


hada Ke ideal dM ct Nn bike he gi” EE OE A ic En E 
nite iA R UO NU ec in i and nhl SS aoai Aa ai ee 


465 


‘The question then recurred on Mr Hill’s amendment, which, 
on motion of Mr Scott, was laid upon the table by the follow- 
ing vote : zi 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, 
Guinn, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer. Pir- 
key, Potter, Scott, Superviele, Weatherford, Whitaker and 
W hite—19, i 

Nayvs—-Messrs Caldwell, Flanagan, Hill, Millican, Taylor, 
of Cass, and ‘Truit—6. à 

The joint resolution was then passed to a third reading by 
the following.vote : 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Doane, Guinn, Hord, Lott, Me- 
Dade, McGulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, 
Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker and White—22. 

Naxs—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Hill, Millican and Taylor, of F.—7. 

On motion of Mr Hord, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow 
morning at 10 o’cleck, 

zi WEDNESDAY, Jan. 80, 1856. 
The Senate was called to order pursuant to adjournment— 
prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed the following bills originating in 
the Senate, viz: ; 

A. bill for the relief ef Jesse Dean. 

A bill to incorporate Soule University; and 

A bill to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
county of Cameron. 

Mr McCulloch presented the petition of Richard Heath ; re- 
ferred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Also, the petition of William H Matthews; referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims, No 2. 

Also, the petition of a portion of the citizens of Guadalupe 
county, praying for a reduction of the fees of county offices-— 
referred to the comrnittee on State Affairs. 

' Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bilis, 
reported correctly engrossed— Z 

A bill to incorporate the town of Indianola. 

A hill to make valid certain surveys made in the county of 
Henderson. 

A-bill to legalize the official acts of J P Dumas, aa District 
Surveyor of Grayson county; and in 
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A bill to provide for cancelling patents issued tipon forged 
evidence. | | 

Mr Russell, from the same committee, reported a bill to in— 
corporate the Jefferson and Dangerfield Railroad Company, 
cotrectly engrossed. 2 ey” ete 

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, fo which 
was referred Joint Resolution, authorising the Governor to pro- 
cure the transcribing the Journals of the House of Representa- 
tives of the late Republic and of the State of Texas, by Ben. F 
Hill, or the return of the money drawn by him as payment for 
said work, and recommended the passage of the resolution with 
the following amendment: 

Amend by striking ont “ fifty ” and inserting “ one hundred 
or so much thereof as may be necessary.” 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rtile was suspended and report 
taken up, amendment adopted and joint resolution ordered to 
be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was further suspended, 
resolution read third time and passed. | 

Mr Weatherford moved to reconsider the vote adopting reso- 
lution instructing the committee on Publice Printing to notify 
tLe publishers of the Texas State Gazette and the State Times, 
that the contract to furnish each Senator with ten copies of each 
issue of their. respectiye papers during the session will termi~ 
nate on the 4th day of February next; carried, and the vote 
reconsidered. | 

Mr Taylor, of Cass, moved to amend the resolution by add- 
ing, “except the Appendix to the State Gazette ;” adopted. 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, moved to amend by striking out ‘State 
Times ;’ lost. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill supplementary to an Act to have the 
laws, civil and criminal, amended, supplied, revised, digested, 
and arranged, approved Feb’y 10, 1854, reported a substitute 
for lst Section, recommending its adoption, and passage.of the 
bill. . a, & Os ae 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended and report 
taken up. 5 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the report and bill was laid on 
the table until the 2d Monday in July next, by the following 
yote : ` a oe | -_ 
Yeas—Messrs Allen, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Lott f 
Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Taylor 
of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, Whitaker, White and Wren—16 
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Nats---Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Guinn, 
Hill, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Potter & Truit-19, 

Mr Potter, chairman ot the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill granting to the city of Brownsville 
the ferries within the corporate limits of said city, reported the 
same back to the Senate and recommended its passage. - 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, a bill to ineorporate the Pow- 
der Horn, Victoria and Gonzales Railroad Company, was taken 
up and read. 

Mr McCulloch offered the following amendments: 

Insert after tue word “ Monroe,” the following names: Thos. 
M Hardiman, John B McMahon, H C Cook, Thos D Johnson, 
Joseph F Johnson and William Venable; adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed by the following vote: l 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Doane, Guinn, Me- 
Culloch, McDade, Martin, Millican, Palmer, Potter, Scarbo— 
rough, Scott, Taylor, of Fannin, Truit and White—16. l 

Nays.—Messrs Burroughs, Grimes, Maverick, Pirkey, Rus~ 
sell, Taylor, of Cass, and Whitaker—7. 

Mr McCulloch offered the following resolution : ) 

Resolved, That M D Herring be allowed the per diem pay 
of an officer from the 12th to the 17th day of December, both 
days included, for services rendered during the sickness of the 
Secretary of the Senate; adopted. o 

On motion of Mr White, a bill to validate certain acts of the 
Assessors and Collectors of Taxes, appointed under an -Act to 
provide for the assessment and collection of taxes, approved 
May 13, 1846, together with report of the Judiciary committee 
on the same, offering a substitute therefer, was taken up, sub- 
stitute adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr White, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Allen, a bill to compensate Assessors and 
Collectors for taking the scholastic population in their respec- ' 
tive counties, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Allen, the rule was suspended and the bill 
read second time. - 

Mr Potter moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the bill was referred to the Judiciary 
committee, with the request that the committee report to-mor~ 
row morning, | =, ee La 

Mr Bryan, by leave, withdrew the report of the committee on, 

~ public buildings, made by him yesterday. . 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. . 

A bill to ascertain the legal claims for landsagainst the State; 
with the stibstitute offered by Mr McCulloch on yesterday; tead. 
On motion of Mr Burrdtughs; the substitute was laid on the 
table. 

Mr Brrroughs offered the following amendment: — 

In 5th line, Ist section, after tlie word “ dollars,” insert— 
“ Before he enters upori the discharge of the duties of his office, 
he shall enter into bond with two or more good and sufficient 
sureties in the sum of theusind dollars, made payable to 
the Governor of the State of Texas and his successors in office, 
conditioned that he will well and truly discharge all the duties 
that may be required of him by law, which bond shall be ap= 
proved by the Governor, and by him filed in the office of the 
Secretary of State. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the blank was filled with “twenty.” 

The améndment wie then adopted. 

Mt Taylor, of Cass, moved to postpone ‘the bill till the third 
Monday in July next į lost by the following vote: 
= Yras—Méssts Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, Me- 
Culloch, Martin, Pirkey, Russell; Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of 
Fannin, and Truit—12. 

Nays—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan; Burroughs, Grimes, 
Maverick, Palmer, Potter, Scott; Weatherford and Whita- 
ker—12. fs ce 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment: NO 

In the 5th Section, 2d line, between the words “ made” dnd 
to,” insert the words, “or may hereafter be made ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the 5th Section was amended by 
btriking ont in the 1st ling the word “ transfer” and inserting 
“ make out and transmit certified copies of.” 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment : 

Add to Section 2d—“ And any such Certificates which have 
been enteréd; located or surveyed; and filed in any district sur- 
veyor'’s office; or feturned to thé General Land Office; may be 
withdrawn from gaid office for the purpose of being presented 
to said Commissiotier of Claims; without in any manner affect- 
ing or vitiating said entry, location or survey ;” adopted. 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment : 

After the word “ witnesses,” 17th lihe, 6th Section; add— 
“ And should the Commissioner of Claitiis; upon said investi- 
gation and examination of any such bounty or donation, head- 
right or other certificate issued to an assignee, be satisfied that 
the original assignor was entitled to said certificate, and no sa- 
tisfactory evidence of the genuineness of the assignment shall 
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bé presented, he shall endorse said cettificate; ‘ approved fur 
the benefit of the original assignor,’ giving his iame; and in all 
Such cases the patents upon said certificates shall issue in the 
name of said original assignor, and be fetained in the office of 
the Commissioner until the rightful owner thereof shall be 
shown.” | 

. On motion of Mr Burroughs, the Senate adjourned «until 3 
o'clock P: M. 

| 3 O'CLOCK P, M 

Senate mét—roll called-quorum present. 

A bil to ascertain the legal claims for lands against the 
State—taken up : 

The amendnietit of Mr Palmer being under consideration 
wheii the Senate adjourned; was adopted. 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment, to come in at 
the end ‘of Section 6: 

* And any individual holding 4 Headright Gertificate which 
may be rejected, or refused to be approved by said Commis— 
sioner of Claims, shall have the right within twelve months 
trom the time of such rejection to bring suit in the District 
. Court of the county in which said certificate issued, for the es- 
" tablishniént of the same, which suit shall be brought and con- 
ducted in the manner prescribed for the establishment of cer- 
tificates not recommended by the Act of Feb’y 4th, 1841, en- 
titled an Aċt supplementary to an Act to detect fraudulent land 
certificatés, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants.’ 

Mr Flanagan moved to amend the amendment by inserting 
after the word “issued,” “or where the party may reside ;” 
lost. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment: 

In Section 16, 2d line, strike out some officer authorised to 
adniinistér an oath,” and insert, “said Commissioner, or Clerk 
of said Gourt, who shall be authorised to adthinister oaths in 
all cases required in the discharge of the duties of their office.” 
Adopted. l 

Mr Burroughs offered a substitute for the 12th Section— 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the 20th Section was changed 
so as to make it read “ Section 24th,” and Sections 21, 22 and 
28, and 25, 26, 27 and 28 were inserted. 

Mr Burroughs, offered a substitute for the 18th Section— 
adopted. - 

Mr Russell offered the following amendment : 

In Section 2d, after “ issued,” in 8th line, and in 5th Section, 
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18th line, insert “avd pre-emption certificates ;” adopted: 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the 26th Section was 
stricken out by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs Allen, Burroughs, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Lott; Martin, Millican, Pirkey, Potter, Russel L Scott; 
Taylor, of Cass, Təy lor, of Fannin, Weatherford and Wren—17. 

Nays.—Messrs, Armstr ong, Bry an, Caldwell, McOulloch, 
Maverick, Palmer, Super viele, Truit and Whitaker—9, 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment : 

“« And all élaims for land not presented within two years after 
the passage of this Act shall be forever barred ”__to come mn 
at the end of Section 7th; adopted. 

Mr Potter moved to reconsider the vote adopting amendment 
to Section Sth, line Ist, striking out the word “ transfer,” and 
inserting “make out and transmit certified copies of ;” carried 
and the amendment withdrawn. 

Mr Potter then offered the following amendment in lieu 
thereof: 

Strike out “transfer ” and insert, “ make out and retain in 
his office certified copies of ;” adopted. 

Mr Potter offered the following amendment : 

In Section 5th, line 4, after the word “T 'exas,” insert “and 
to transfer the original reports to the Commissioner of Cl laims;” 

adepted: 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment: 

At the end of Mr Palmers amendment to 6th Section, add— 
“& And the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall not 
issue a certified copy of a patent to any person except the right- 
ful owner ;” rejected. 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, offered the following amendment: 

Add ‘3d ‘and 4th classes,” after the word “ seeond,” before 
“ class,” when it occurs in the bill. 

On motion of Mr Russell, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the bill was amended by 
adding 29th Section. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the caption of the Bill was amend- 
ed by inserting after ‘ for” the words “ money and.” 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the Tule was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr McCulloch moved to reconsider the vote taken on yes- 
terday, refusing to pass a bill for the relief of certain Sheriffs 
therein named. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the motion was laid on the table 
until 11 o’clock to-morrow. 
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Mr Russell, from the eemmittee on Engrossed Bils, reported 
the following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

A bill to incorporate the Powderhorn, Vietoria and Gonzales 
Railroad Company. 

A bill to validate certain acts of Assessors and Collectors of 
‘Taxes, appointed under the provisions of an Act to provide for 
the assessment and collection ef taxes, approved May 13th, 
1844; and ne a 

A Joint Resolution, authorising the Governor to take mea- 
sures to procure the transeribing of the Journals of the House 
_of Representatives of the late Republic and State of Texas by 
Ben. F. Hill, or the return- of the money drawn by him as pay- 
ment for said work, , l 

Mr Martin, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 

A majority of the Judiciary committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to compensate Assessors and Collectors for taking 
the scholastic population in their respective counties for the 
years 1854 and 1855, have considered the same and respectfully 
recommend its passage. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a bill making appropriations for the 
use and support of the State Government for the years 1856 
and 1857, was taken up and read second time. 

“On motion of Mr Scott, the bill was amended by adding— 
“That the sum of fifty dollars, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, be appropriated to employ additional service in the 
State department for the purpose of furnishing the public printer 
with copies of the laws within the time required by law— 
adopted. 

Mr Potter offered the following amendment: 

For increase of the Supreme Court Library, to be expended 
under the direction of the Supreme Court, annually, $1,500-- 
adopted. | | 

Mr McCulloch offered the following amendment: - 

For one draftsman, to be employed by the Comptroller for 
one year, $1100; and for two additional clerks, tobe employed 
by said Comptroller for one year, $900 each, $1800—-adopted. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the salary ot the Financial Agent 
was fixed at $1200. 

Mr Grimes offered the following amendments: 


For pay of members of 6th Legislature, $57,000 00 
For mileage of do. | 13,260. 00 
#or pay of regular officers, 9,200 00 


«committee clerks, 1,000 00 


rescmmp 


472 


$80,460 00 

Less amount appropriated, 75,000 00 
Balance, 5,460 00 

For contingent expenses, $20,000 00 


For balance due the late Secretary of the Senate for 

recording Journals of the Senate of the late Re- 

publie and State, under an Act approved Feb. 16, 

1852, as certified to by the commissioners appoint- 

ed to examine the work, 492 17 
For amount due due Wiley Tipper for services in tak- 

ing charge of the capitol, under direction ot the 

Governor and Comptroller, - 156 66 
For amount required to pay the balance of 2d class 

claims, now audited as reported by the Auditor 


and Comptroller, 21,383 52 
MISCELLANEOUS, 

Pension to Henry Tierwester, $100 annually, that 

may be drawn by instalments semi-annually, 200 00 
Pension to James M Day, $100 annually, 200 00 
To Payne & Phillips, for work done on cistern ad- 

joining the Senate chamber, 494 25 
To S. M Swenson, as per account against Executive 

Department, 46 55 
'To charges on two packages forwarded to Gov Bell, 2 15 
To Payne & Phillips for portable steps for lamp in 

the Senate $9 50—Notary’s fee 50 cents, 10 00 
For Librarian of three branches Supreme-Conrt, 

each $300, 900 00 
For F. T. Duffau’s account, . 207 81 


To pay balance for printing the laws of the extra 

session of 1853, in the Spanish languge, three 

hundred dollars, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary. 

Sec. 2. That no claim shall be paid out of the contingent 
fund until the same shall have been examined by the committee 
oa contingent expenses, and signed by the chairman, and that 
this Act take effect from its passage. 

The amendments were adopted. 

Mr Palmer offered the following amendment : 

Pension to David Cole, $100 annually, $200, which may be 
drawn in semi-annual instalments; adopted. 

Mr Burroughs offered the following amendment: 

Pension to John B Thacker, $100 annually, $200, 
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Mr Potter offered the following amendments: 

For pay of audited certificate No 301, dated Feb. 5,42, $328. 

For payment of James Willie, A. M. Lewis, W. S. Oldham 
and George F. Moore, as Special Judges of Supreme Court, 
one hundred dollars each, $400. | 

For stationery for 7th Legislature, one thousand dollars, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary ; adopted. 

Mr McCulloch offered the following amendment: 

To Rolla M Davis and James W- Nichols, $160 each annually, 
to be drawn every six months, $200. 

Mr Flanagan offered the following amendment : 

For H M Smith, (disabled in battle,\ one hundred dollars per 
annum, $200; rejected. 

Mr Martin offered the following amendment : 

For James Riggs, three hundred dollars for services ren- 
dered the State of Texas; rejected. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the vote just taken was reconsid- 
ered, and Mr Martin withdrew the amendment. 

Mr Bryan offered the following amendment: 

' To A H Cook, for painting the roof of the capitol, $300, 
which sum is to be paid said Cook when the roof of the capi- 
tol shall be secured against leakage, and the weights shall be 
attached to the windows of the capitol; adopted. 

- Mr Bryan offered the following amendments : 

To A H Cook, for iron furnished and smith-work done by 
said Cook on the capitol not included in said Cook’s contract 
$257. | 

For repairing furniture and improvement of the grounds of 
the capitol, $800; rejected. . 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the Senate adjourned until 
10 o’olock to-morrow moruing. 


Tuurspay, January 31st, 1856. 
The Senate was calied to order by the President pursuant to 
adjournment. Prayer by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum 
present. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a bill to change the name of Julius Valen- 


) tine Cook, of Fayette county, to that of Richard Valentine 


Cook, reported the same back, and recommended it to the favor- 
able consideration of the Senate, _ | 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was suspended, bill taken 
up, read, and passed to a third reading, i 


ATA 


On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. . 

Mr Potter, from the same committee, to which was referred a 
bill to creaté and organize the 18th judicial district, and to define 
the time of holding courts therein, reported that a majority of the 


committee instructed him to report the same back, with the ac~ | 


companying amendments, and to recommend their adoption, and 
the passage of the bill. 
AMENDMENTS. 
Ist. Inthe Ist section, 2d line, strike ont “ Karnes.” 
2d, In the same section, 3d line, strike ont ‘“‘ McCulloch,” 


and insert ‘ Maverick.” = 
8d. In the 1st section, 5th line, strike ovt * 18, and insert. 
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Ath. In the 2d section, 2d line, strike out * 18th,” and insert 


“17th.” 
5th. In the 2d section, strike out all after the word “ week;” 


‘nthe 6th line, to the end of the section, and insert “in the | 
county of Atascosa, on the first Mondays after the first Mop- | 
days in March and September, and may continue in session one | 


week, 
In the county of Medina on the second Mondays after the first | 
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. "Mondays in March and September, and may continue in ses- 
sion two weeks. 


In the county of Bandera, on the fourth Mondays after the i 
first Mondays in March and September, and may contihue in ses- | | 


sion ohe week. 
-In the county of Llano on the 5th Mondays after the first | 


oné week. . 
In the county of San Saba, on the sixth Mondays after the first 


. 


two weeks. 


Mondays in March and September, and may continue in session |- 


In the county of Uvalde, on the eighth Mondays after the first | į 
Mondays in March and September, and may continue in session | | 
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Mondays in March and September, and may continue in session | 
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one week. | 
In the county of Kinney, on the ninth Mondays after the first } 


Mondays of March and September, and may continue jn session | | 


one week. i 
In the county of Maverick, on the tenth Mondays after the; § 
first Mondays of March and September, and may continue in $ 


g 


session one week. 


Sth. In 3d section, 4th line, strike out « 18th,” and insert, | 


617th.” 
7th. Strike out the 4th seetion. 


| 
| 


a | 
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Sth. Make section 5th, section 4th. 


9th. Strike out the caption of the bill, and insert, “ An act to 
create the 17th judicial district, and to define the time of hold- 
ing the district courts therein, and to provide for the election of 
a judge and district attorney. 

On motion of Mr Superviele the bill was taken up, and on 
motion of Mr McCulloch, made special order for this evening, 
at 3 o’clock. 

Mr Hill intioduced a bill to amend an act to incorporate the 
Texas monumental committee; read first time. 

Mr Bryan introduced a bill for holding the Spring term of the 
district court, for the county of Matagorda; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Bryan the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Bryan the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. 

Mr Taylor of Cass offered the following resolution: 

ftesolved, ‘That the committee on printing be required to call 
on the publishers of the State Gazette, and inform them that un— 
less the appendix shall contain eight pages in each issue, it will 
be discontinued, and it the Publishers shall not agree that eight 
pages shall comprise a number, then the committee are hereby 
required to discontinue the same. Adopted by the following 
vyote: 

Yras—Messrs. Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hall, Lott, McDade, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Su- 
perviele, Taylor of. Cass, Whitaker, and Wren—16. 

Nays—Messrs. McCulloch, Millican, Palmer, Scarborough, 
Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Weatherford, and White 
—8. ' 

Mr Bryan introduced a joint resolution, instructing our Sena- 
tors, and requesting our Representatives in Congress, to use 
their influence to procure the incorporation of the officers of the 
late navy et Texis, into the navy of the United States; read 
first time. 

On motien of Mr Bryan the rule was suspended, resolution 
read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Bryan the rule was further suspended, res- 
elution read third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senate, 


| giving the assent of the State of Texas to an act to provide for 


i 
} 
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t 
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the payment of such ereditors of the late Republic of Texas, as 


_ are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sept. 9th, 1850, 


which was passed at the 2nd session of the 33rd Congress of 
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the United States, approved Feb. 8th, 1855. Also a House bill 
to regulate Mustang chases, West of the San Antonio river. 

On motion of Mr Grimes the bill making an appropriation for 
the use and support of the State Government for the years 1856 
and 1857, was taken up. 

Mr Hill offered the following amendment: 

Pension to Michael Short, of Fayette county, $100 annually, 
to be drawn semi-annually, $200; adopted. 

Mr Bryan offered the following amendment : 

For the purchase of the Alamo monument $1,500, or so mueh 
thereof as may be necessary, be expended under the direetion of 
the Governor; rejected. 

Mr Potter offered the following amendment: 

To Thomas Barnett and Thomas Nor ris, as pensioners, $100 
per annum each, payable quarterly, $400 ; adopted. 

Mr Guinn moved to reconsider the vote making appropria- 
tions for pensions to all those who have not been by law declared 
pensioners; rejected by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messrs. Caldwell, Flanagan, Lott, Maverick, Millican, 
Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, ang 
Whitaker —11. 

Narys—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord. MeCulloch; MeDade, Martin, Pal- 
mer, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, Snperviele, Taylor of Hous- 
ton, Truit, WW enthertnd. and Wren—21, 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

‘The motion to reconsider the vote refusing to pass a bill for 
the relief of certain sheriffs therein named, was taken up, vote 
reconsidered, ‘The question then being, shal] the bill pass, the 
objections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding, it 
was passed by the following vote: 

Yras.— Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, 
Flanagan, Hord, Martin, M: averick, Millican, ‘Palmer, Pediga, 
Potter, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of Houston, Truit, 
WwW hite, and Wrei— 19; 

Nays.—Messrs. Burroughs, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, McDade, 
Russell, Scott, Weatherford, aud Whitaker—9, 

A bill supplementary toan act to provide for ascertaining the 
debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 20th, 1848. 

On motion of Mr Potter laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Allen, a bill to pay assessors and col'ectors 
of taxes for taking the number of the scholastic population of 
their respective counties for the years 1854 and 1855, was taken 
up, read, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, and passed by the following vote. - 
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Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Cald- 
well, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, Lott, McDade, Martin, 
Maverick, Millican, Scarborough, Taylor. of Houston, Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker, White, and Wren—21. 

Nays—Measrs. Guinn, Pirkey, Potter, Scott, and Taylor of 
Fannin—5. 

Mr Scarborough offered the following resolution : 

fvesolved, That the public printer be required to return and 
deposit with the Secretary of State, all work done under order 
ef the Senate, which may be completed during the recess of the 
Legislature, and that the Comptroller be anthorized to approve 
the accounts, and draw his warrants for the payment of the 
same, 

On motion of Mr Scott, laid on the table. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen— 
ate that the Bouse had passed a bill authonzing the county 
courts of this State to grant licence forthe retail of spirituons, 
vinous, and intoxicating liquors, In guantities less than a quart, 
and imposing a licence tax for such privilege, and a bill to change 
the names of Caroling Boyd and Lucy Ann Boyd, and to au- 
thorize Charles B. Stewart to adopt them. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the bill authorizing the county courts 
of this State to grant licenses for the retail of spirituous, vinous, 
and intoxicating liqvors, in quantities less than a quart, and im- 
posing a licence tax for such privilege, vas taken up, and read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. | : 

Mr White offered as a substitute for the bill, a bill to regulate 
the sale of spirituous liquors in the several counties of the 
State. 

Qn motion of Mr Flanagan laid on the table. 

Mr White moved to refer the bill to the committee on finance ; 
lost by the following vote: 

Y ras—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Hord, Martin, 
Rassell, Scarborough, White, and Wren—29. 

-  Nays—Messrs. Allen, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McDade, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, 

Potter, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, 
Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, and Whituker—22. 

= Mr Taylor of Fannin offered the following amendment : 

Ast. After the word “ age,” add “ without an order in writing 
from the parent or guardian of such person. 

Laid on the table on motion of Mr’Guinn. 

2d. Amend so as to read, that said bond or bonds shall not 
be void upon the first recovery. 
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On motion of Mr-Hill laid on the table. 

Mr Martin offered the following amendment : 

At the end of the 12th section, after the word “ beer,” insert 
“ cider or whiskey.” 

On motion of Mr Flanagan laid on the table. 

Mr Bryan offered the following amendment : 

Insert after the word “ beer,” unadulterated wine.” 

On motion of Mr Scott, laid on the table. 

Mr White offered the following amendment : 

Add, “and be it further enacted, that any debt contracted for 
liquor, by habitual drinkers, shall not be eollected in any courts 
of this State. g 

On motion of Mr Scott, the amendment was laid on the table 
by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, 
Hill, Hord, Lott, McDade, Maveriek, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, 
Scott, Taylor of "Houston, Truit, and "Whitaker—18. 

Nays-—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Martin, Potter, 
Russell, Scarborough, Superviete, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Fannin, Weatherford, White, and Wren—13. 

Mr Hord offered the following amendment : 

Andsuch taxes may be paid in any of the audited liabilities 
of said county. 

- On notion of Mr Flanagan the amendment was laid on the 
table. 

Mr Potter offered the following amendment: 

In sec. 8d, 4th line from the bottom of the seetion, between 
the words “any,” and “games,” insert “unlawful,” and in the 
same and next line, strike out “ whether licenced or not.” 

Mr Scott moved to lay the amendment on the table; carried. 

- On motion of Mr Potter a eall of the Senate was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford the Senate adjourned till 3 
e’ciock P. M. 

3 o’cloek P. M. 

Senate met—ro]l called—quorum present. 

A bill authorizing the county courts of this State to grant li— 
cence for the retail of spirituous, vinous, and Intosieating liquors, 
in quantities less than a quart, and imposing a licence tax for 
such privileges, taken n 

Mr Scott’s motion to lay Mr Potter’s amendment on the table 
being under consideration when the Senate adjourned, was ta- 
ken u 

On i of Mr Potter a call of the Senate was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the eall was suspended—the 
motion was then carried. 
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Mr Palmer offered the following amendment: 

Insert after the word “ permission,” in 3d section, “of the 
parent, guardian, or teacher of such minor, or student, or” and 
at the end of sec. 3d, add “provided that lawful or licenced 
games shall not be prohibited by the provisions of this act at 
any such house or place within .the limits of any incorporated 
cities or towns, 

Mr Hill moved to lay the amendments on the table. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a call of the House was ordered. 

The Senate being full, the amendments were laid on the table 
by the following vote : 

Yess—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Ped- 
igo, Pirkey, Scott, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Fruit, 
Weatherford, and Whitaker—20. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Doane, Hord, McDade, 
Palmer, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor of 
Cass, White, and Wren—13. . 

On motion of Mr Hill the previous question was ordered. 

The bill then passed to a third reading. 

Mr Hill moved a suspension of the rule, that the bill might 
be read third time; lost. 

Mr Millican, chairman of the committee on roads, bridges, and 
ferries, to which wag referred a bill authorizing Archibald F. 
Leonard to erect a mill on, and construct a dam across the West 
Fork of Trinity river, reported the same back, recommending its 
passage, ` 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, a bill for the relief of Fred W. 
Moore, assignee of A. H. Cook, was taken up, and read first 
time, 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended, 
bill read second time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was further sus- 
pended, bill read third time, and passed. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
that the House had passed a bill tochange the ‘name of Marga- 
ret Catharine Burks to Margaret Catharine Moore, and the name 
of Emily Jane Burks, to Emily Jane Clark, with amendments. 

A bill for the relief of Com. E. W. Moore. 

A bill to amend the 7th sec. of an act to provide for the pay- 
ment of six companies of mounted volunteers, that were mus- - 
tered into the service of the State of Texas on the ist day of 
Nov. 1854, under a requisition of Brevet Major General Persi- 
fer F. Smith, and to pay the expenses ineurred by said compa- 
nies, approved Jan 14th, 1856. 
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A bill to incorporate the Trinity valley Rail Road company. 

A bill to create the county ef Cibolo, 

And a bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Bazos and Col- 
orado Rail Road company, or their assigns, in certain cases. 

Also that the House had concurredin the amendments of the 
Senate, to a bill to create the county of Live Oak. 

m Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, re- 

ortea— - 
: A bill making appropriations for the use and support of the 
State Govern ment, for the years 1856 and 1857, 

And abill to ascertain the legal claims for land and money 
against the State, correctly en grossed. 

“Mr Russell, from the same committee, reported correctly en- 
grossed— 

A bill to provide for the hoiding of the Spring term of the 
district court of Matagorda county, in the year 1856... 

On motion of Mr Searborough, a bill to muster into service 
minute men, for the protection of the frontier settlements, was 
taken up, read third time, and rejected by the following vote: 

Yuas——Messis. Allen, ’ Bryan, Doane, Hord, Lott, Martin, 
Maverick, Pedigo, Potter, Scarborough, Scott , Superviele, Tay- 
lor of Cass, and White—14. 

Nays—Messrs Bur roughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Hill, McCulloch, Millican, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of 
Fannin, Tay lor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and 
Wren—16. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin moved a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken. 

Gn motion of Mr Whitaker the motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Lott, the engrossed bills on the President’s 
desk, were ordered to be taken up. 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of a portion 
of the second class debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

On motion of Mr Guinn a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr Scott, a joint resolution relating to the votes 
of Senators Rusk and Houston, on the Nebraska Kansas act, 
was taken up.. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fannin, a call of the Senate was 
ordered. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford, a bill authorizing Archibald 
F. Leonard to erect a mill o, and construct adam across the 
West Fork of Trinity River, was taken up, read, and passed to a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr Weatherford the rule was se bill 
read third time, and passed, 
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On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a bill for the relief of Joseph: 
D. Lilley, assignee of Jonathan Bird, together with the report of 
the committee on public debt, offering an amendment thereto, 
was taken up, read, amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be 
engrossed. 


On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr Martin, a bill for the relief of Geo. W. Shel- 
ton was taken up, read, and passed to a third reading. 

Ou motion of Mr Martin the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time, and passed, ; 

On motion of Mr Hord, a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Charles S. Hardwick was taken up, read, and ordered to be en— 
grossed, 

On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time, aud passed. - 

Mr Taylor of Cass introduced a bill to detect and prevent the 
payment of fraudulent certificates of public debt, and provide 
for the collection of certain money due by the United States ; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended, Lill 
read second time, and ordered. to be engrossed. 

» On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended, bill 
- read third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr Allen, a bill to better define the West bound 
ary line of Grayson county, and the East boundary line of 
Cooke county was taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Allen the rale was suspended, bill read sec- 
ond time, and passed toa third reading. 

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time, and passed. ° 
: A message was received from the House, informing the Sen— 
ate that the House had passed the following bills, originating 1a 
the House, viz: 

A bill authorizing the trustees of the several school districts 
of Comal county, to levy and collect a special tax for school 
purposes. 

A. bill for the relief of Henry Patrick, 

And a bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the Saa An~ 
tonio and Mexican Gulf Rail Road company, approved Sept. 
1850, and the supplements thereto. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a bill to create the county of Kinney 
was taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Potter the rule was suspended, and bill read. 
Second time. 
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"On motion of Mr Hord the bill was postponed until to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr Russell a bill for the relief of Henry Patrick 
was taken np, and read first time. | 

On motion of Mr Russell the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and passed to a third reading. | 

On motion of Mr Russell the rule was further suspended, bill 
read- third time, and passed. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: ; 

The Judiciary committee have considered a bill to establish a 
' code of civil procedure for the State of Texas, and in their ac- 
tion thereon, have suggested only such changes aad amend- 
ments as they deemed essential. They have endeavored to re— 
tain as much as possible such legal maxims and principles em- 
bodied therein, as are predicated upon, and consistent with the 
settled practice established by the rulings and decisions of our 
supreme court. 

The bill provides a simple, certain, and uniform system of 
civil procedure. It is plain and intelligible in its arrangements, 
clear and comprehensive in its details, and methodical in its pro- 
provisions. 

Tt contains but few, and for the most part, important innova- 
tions upen the well established principles and precedents ef our 
practice. ‘lime alone will test the defects or advantages of 
these innovations. 

A bill supplementary to, and amending the act of limitations, 
has passed the Senate during the present session, and is now 
pending in the House, which in accordance to the adjudications 
ofour supreme court, and in conformity with what reason, expe- 
rience, and necessity requires, embraces in the opinion of the 
committee with existing laws, as just and salutary provisions as 
can be enacted. Therefore the committee have stricken out in 
theamendments herewith submitted, the appendix to the bill un- 
der consideration. E 

I am iastructed by a majority of the committee to report the 
bill back to the Senate with the accompanying amendments, and 
recommend the adoption of said amendments; and tosnbmitthe 
bill to the favorable consideration of the Senate. 


JUDICIARY COMMITTEE aaa] 


December 27, 1855, 


‘¢ An Act to establish a Code of Civil Procedure for the State 
of Texas,” taken up. 


% 
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AMENDMENTS. 


(Explanatory —The first column of figures shows the num~ 
ber of Articles stricken out; the second, the page of the bill 
amended; the third, the Articles as numbered in the bill, and 


1 7 g1 
| | 6 
cé 
ri 44 
té 
7 a4 
i¢ 
8| c< 
1) 8| 22 
ol 8 24 
3 9) 25 
| 13! 37 
| tal 46 
A 
a 
| 15) 54 
a | 
| 19} 68 
B 
19 68 
22 49 
4| 24| 87 
5 at, 88 
25, 96 
| 
| 26! 98 
k 104 
84| 128 
35) 131 


the fourth, the Articles as amended.) 


oeenn eee p ene tat payee Tea a aes aaa 


Amendment 1. In the 11th line, strike 
out the words “except such suits as are 
mentioned in Art. 22.” E 

2. 15 line, strike out the words, “in the 
manner provided in Article 24.” 

3. At the end of the 20th line, strike out 
the word “Jess,” and insert " not more.” 

4. Strike ont 11, 12 and 13th lines. 

5. Stricken ont. 
| 6. Stricken ont. 

7. Stricken out. 

8. In 6th line, strike out all after the 

words “ United States.” 

7 9. 18th line, strike ont all after the word 
“intervene,” and insert, “in all cases where 
they think it necessary to do so, in order 
to protect their rights.” 

48| 10..21st line, strike out “56,” and in- 
sert 53.” 

65! 11. 16th line, strike out all after the word 

“intervene,” and insert, “in all cases where 

they think it necessary to do so in order 

to protect their rights.” 

65) 12. In 28th line, strike ont “ 56,” and 
insert “ 53.” 


84 


-46| 13. 4th line, strike out “56,” and insert 


153.” 
14. Stricken out. 
15. Stricken out. 
91; 16. 17th line, after “right,” insert “or 
have adverse interests therein.” 
93, 17. In 5th line, after “to,” insert “do.” 
99| 18. 27th line, strike out “100,” andin- 
sert 95.” 


123| 19. 5th line, strike out “ compact,” and 


insert “some part.” 
90. In 10th line, strike out ‘128 and 
129,” and insert “123 and 124.” 


126 
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21. 18th line, strike out “ 128 and 129,” 

and insert “123 and 124.” 

22. 28th line, strike out “198 and 129,” 

and insert “123 and 124.” 

23. 9th line, strike out “ 128 and 129,” 
land insert “123 and 124.” 

144, 24. 25th line, strike out “128 and 129” 
‘and insert “193 and 124.” 

147; 25. Amend 14th line by inserting after 
the word “void,” “unless the complaint 
icontaing averments showing that the court 
lhad jurisdiction. 

159 26. 28d line, strike out the words ‘and 

must be separ ately stated and numbered.” 


| 154; 27. Strike outall after the word him in 


‘the eighth line. 
! 28, Stricken ont. ~ 
| 99. Stricken out. 


' 168; 80. 7th line, after “or? add the words— 


“that his residence i is unknown, or.’ 
81. 17th line, after ‘ citation”? insert— 
“for publication.” 


| 172] 32. 13th line, strike out 176, 177 & 178 


and insert 169, 170, 171 


| 173: To the 19th line add—“and a certified 


leopy of the complaint.” 
« | 34. 15th line, strike ont 73 and insert. 70 


| 174; 35. In the 19th line, strike out 176,177 


and 178, and insert 169 „170 and 171. 

180! 36. 28th line, strike ont all after “cever— 
ruled” to the end of the Article and add— 
‘the defendant shall have one day in which 
Ito file a demurrer or answer.” 

190 37.-12th line, strike out “or” after “‘de— 
imurrer” and insert—“and.” 

“ | 38. 4th line, strike out “twenty” and in- 
sert “seven.” 

“ | 39. 7th line, strike out “30” and insert 
“ten.” 

| 40. 9th line, strike out 73 and insert 70. 

191; 41: 11th line, strike ont “or” and insert 
“and,” 


| 191| 42, 17th line, strike out 193 and insert 


186. 


210 


258 


3) 244 
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| 192| 43, 21st line, strike out “the residue” 


and insert also. 

198; 44. 5th line, strike out 203 and insert 
196. 

200] 45. Ist line, strike ont 203 and insert 

196. 
202! 46. 4th line, after allegations insert— 
“ i and the truth thereof does not appear of 

record.” 

sé 47. 6th line, strike ont first and second 

: : 48. 7th line, strike out 203 and insert 


aa 49. 14th line, strike out 206 and insert 
19 


203| 50. 5th line, after “answer” insert “as 
many several matters whether of law or 
fact as he shall think necessary for his de- 
(fence, and which may be pertinent to the 
cause; provided that he shall tiie them all 
jat the same time and in due order of plead- 
ing. 
204 51. 14th line strike out 212 and insert- 
205. . i 
52. 18th line, strike out 217 and insert 
210. 


213. 53. 1st line, strike out 217 and insert 


‘210. 

54. Stricken out. 

55. 4th line, strike out all after “trial” 
Ito the end of the Article. ` 


| 243 | 56. 15th line, strike out all after “court” 


wer or reply.” 
57. 20th line, strike out “may” and in- 


and inser t—“shall allow the party to ans- 
? ert “shall.” 


: 245! 58. 23d line, strike out 203 and insert 
6 


| 249; 59. 20th line, strike out “fve” and in- 


sert “two.” 
« | 60. 21st line, strike out the words—and 
one year after notice thereof. 
250; 61. 12th line, strike out all after “State” 
and insert “or is about to leave the county 
i his domicil, with the intention of aban- - 
doning his residence therein, and that 


| 
258 
| 


98} 350 
102| 364 
106! 380 


| 

| 

: 

| 

1 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
85: 305 
A 306 
88} 311 
97| 346 
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thereby the plaintiff will probably lose his 
debt. 

250) 62. 15th line, after “State” strike out all 
ito and including “limits” in the next line, 
land insert—*or the county of his domicil, 

and that thereby the plaintiff will probably 

lose his debt.” ? 

63, lOth line, after “the” and before 
thir, insert “second.” 

64. Between 23 and 24 lines insert the 
‘following for paragraph 4—“That the at- 
tachment is not sued out for the purpose 
lot injuring the defendant.” 

65. 24th line, strike out 4 and insert 5. 

66. 2d line, strike out 258 and insert 


í; 


252 


1250. 

289! 67. 12th line, strike out “ by false sug- 
‘gestions or.” 

290: 68. 16th line, strike out the words—- 
“and evidence.” In the same and suc- 
Iceeding line strike out the words—“ and 


+ 


jupon the affidavits that may be introduced - 


Iby the respective parties.” 
293| ` 69. 8th line, strike out “ 273 ” and in- 
sert 205. 

70. 24th line, strike ont “304” and in- 
sert 296. 
298; 71. 5th line, strike out 304 and insert 


297 


303 72. 7th line, strike out 810 and insert 


338 73. 12th line, strike out 304 and insert 
342| 74. 27th line, strike out 347 and insert ` 


356| 75. 7th line, strike out 444 and insert 


373| 76. 21st line, strike out paragraph 6 and 
insert in lien thereof—“ When the evi- | 
dence is concluded, the parties may then | 
submit or argue the case to the jury. In. 
the argument the party who holds the af- | 
firmative of the issue will open and con- | 
clude. The party entitled to open will | 
make his argument; the other party will | 


v ~ ne Ta + eet” 


| 
7 
| 
| 


| 


107| 380) 872 


| 


111 w 


487 
answer, and the party entitled to open wili 
reply. If there are several defendants 
having separate defences, the Court may 


arrange the order of argument for such 
defendants. 


107; 380) 872} 77. Strike out paragraph 7 and in lieu 


thereof insert paragraph 8 with the fol- 
lowing words prefixed—After the argu- 
ment is concluded. 

78. 8th line, insert the following as par- 
lagraph’8. After the instrnetion of the 
Judge either party or his attorney may 
present in writing but without argument, 
such instructions as he desires to be given 
to the jury, which the Judge shall deliver 
to the jury iu whole or in part, or refuse 
to deliver the same as he may think pro- 
per; but where the instruction asked, or 
jany part thereof is refused to be given, the 
Judge shall write down distinctly what 
portion ofthe same he refusesand what per- 
tion he gives, and also subscribe his name 
thereto; all of which shall be filed as a 
part of the record. 

A material departure from the foregoing 
provisions, if objected to at the time, and 
exception be taken, shall be good cause of 
reversal. 


“but the defendant may demur or answer 


79, Stricken out. 
112! 401! 392| 80. 18th line, strike out 444 and insert 
i 433. 
112| 401! 392| 81. 23d line, strike out 444 and insert 
433. 
118! 425| 416) 82. ilth line, strike out 423 and insert 
444. ; 
« | 426! 417! 83, 18th line strike out 423 and insert 
414. 
{92} 438! 429| 84. 14th line, strike out all after “issue” 
to the end of the Article. 
121| 437 85. Stricken out. 
193] 442| 432) 86, 22d lineafter “time” add the words 


at any time before judgment is taken. 
67. Stricken out. 


19:1 445| 434) 88. First line after “incurred” add— 


4388 


unless the Court shall in its discretion 
otherwise order. 
“ | 447| 435) 89. 18th line strike out “ petition” and 
insert—“‘complaint.” 


« u cs 90.. 23d line, strike out “the.” . 


19) “€ | 446 ‘91. Stricken ont. 


“| 447 So 92. Strike out all after the word “trne” 
lin the 23d line to the end of the Article. 
126} 448: 486; 93. 6th line, strike out “one” and insert 
“two, 3 
94. 7th line, strike out the words “year 
| after notice thereof and within five.” 
e 450) 438) 95. 25th line, strike out “73” and insert 
| 


ce 


| 
a s Ka 27th line, strike out 447” and insert 
; 132 472 a00 27 „tth line, strike out 423” and insert 
| t «í | i r 98. 13th line, strike out 448 and insert 
i | i | * - 24th line, strike out 257 and insert 
188] 47 ' 462 Pa 2d line, strike out 472 and insert 
136) 487; 
| 


ATS) 101. 5th line, strike out the words “ ex- 

| "Veen as provided in Article 489.” 

ý | 489| 477 g 102. 16th line, strike out “must” and in 
isett “may. 

| 1 103. trth line, strike ont “instead of,” 
jand insert—‘‘or on.’ 

188 | 495: aT ~ lst line, strike out 493 and insert 


sranna ete l G m a fe a a cy e paaa a 


| 496| 484 “Tos. 9th line, strike out 493, and insert 

481. 

489 106. 4th line, after for, strike ont the 
‘words “injuries mentioned in Art. 22” and 

| insert, an assault, battery, false imprison— 

libel, slander, malicious prosecution, crim- 

inal conversation, or seduction. 


can Sis er pS gg pata es ae 


503| 4891 107. 16th line, strike out 22, and in- 
isert 489 
140; 505; | 108. Stricken out. 
“ | 506; 493) 109. 26th line, strike aut the words 


either of the two preceding articles—an . 
insert the preceding article. 


| 


23) 148 


16 


190 


198 


Pi aukana a a 
Ce e a e aeaaea a 


517 


697 


720 


721 
722 


489 


504 19 110, ist line, strike out 203, and insert 
6. ` 

“ ill. Add the. following :s clause 6 “6, 
And the defendant in his answer may plead 
as Many several matters, whether of law or 
fact, as he shall think necessary for his de- 
fence, and which may be pertinent to the 
cause,” 

112. Stricken out. 
113. ‘t t 

516) 114. Ist line, strike ont ¢he, and inserf— 
on. 

525! 115. 27th line, strike out the words—or 
tax. 

« | 116, Ist line, after section, strike out all 
to, and including improvements, in 4th 
line. . 

526| 117. 8th line, strike out—tax coliector. 

560; 118. 9th line, strike out preceding, and 
insert succeeding. 

581) 119. 12th line, strike out suit, and insert 
judgment. 

583) 120. 14th line, strike out 575, and insert 
560. 

121. Stricken out. 

662| 122. Strike out all after county, in the 
18th line, to the end of the article. 

680| 1238. Strike outall after creditor in the 
22d line, to the word not, in Ist line on 
next page, and insert, on motion in the 
court from which the execution issued, five 
days notice being gwen, to a judgment in 

| favor of the plaintiff in execution. 

681; 124, After creditor, in 6th line, strike 
out, in a suit on his official bond, and in- 
sert, on motion in the court from which the 
execution issued, five days’ notice being 
given to a judgment in favor of the plain- 
tiff in execution. 

| 794| 125. 3d line, strike out 717, and insert 

- 701. 

| 126. Stricken out. 

705|. 127. 7th line, strike out all after dol- 

| lars, up to ¿ġe, in the Ast line, on the next 

page, and Insert and. 


. 


48 


17, 199 


(s 


19 ce 


490 
722) 705| 128. 4th line, strike out the words, suck 


persons or of 
724| 707} 129. 14th line; strike out all after the 
word dollars, to the word be inclusive, in 
the next line ; and after family, in same 
ne, strike out, or person, 


742| 725 130. 11th line, strike out 745, and jn— 
sert 728. | 
«| « | 1831. 17th line, strike out 739, and in- 
sert 122. 
747| 730, 132.'19th line, strike ont after the word 
refuse, all to, and including the word term, 
| jin the 21st line, same article. 

| 731; 133. 25th line, strike out and, and in- 

sert or. 

7491 7821 134. 3d line, strike out six, and insert, 
| ifive 

762; 746' 135. 3d line, strike out 771, and insert 
| T54. 

769: 752: 1386. 17th line, strike out 767, and in- 
isert 750. 

775! 758) 187. 16th line, after the word then, strike 
lout all down -to, and including the word 
| made, in the 19th line, and insert, zen days 
: shall be allowed. 

778: 7611 138. 10th line, strike ont 780, 781, and 
| 782, and insert 763, 764, and 765. 

T9] 762: ` 139. 17th line, strike oyt 5th. 

781| 764, 140. Strike out paragraph 3. 

r91. 7 TTA 141. 24th line, strike out 193, and in- 
i isert 186. 

796: | 142. Stricken out. 

802' (84 | 143. 28th line, strike out 801, and insert 
783. 

815) 79 7| 144. 8th line, strike out all after testi- 
i imony, to the end of the article. 

819, ; 145. Stricken out. 

820; 801i 146. 9th line, after party, strike out all 

to, and ineluding the word jury, in the 11th 
‘line, 

823; 804 147. 20th line, after administrator, insert 
Ithe words, or heer. 

825; 806! 148. 18th line, strike out 208, and in- 
sert 201. l l 

825| 806| 149. 19th line, strike out 221, and m 

i 


sert 214. 


39] 


227| 


or 


231 
240 
241 


o N 
pha 
~] 


| 
E 
l n 


| 921) 900 


261 , 


49i 


826| 387|) 150. 25th and 6th lines, strike out de- 
fendant, and insert party. 

151. 28th line, after authority, insert the 
words, or ¿s a forgery. 

152. Stricken out. 

153. Stricken out. 

154. 9th line, after taken, insert, pertain- 
jing o to any judicial proceeding. 
1s n áth line, strike out 859, and insert 


| 872 


t$ [49 


838 
868 
850: 


156. 12th line, strike out an issue, and 
insert, a suiti. 

157. 7th line, strike out 897, and insert 
876. 

892| 871) 158. 10th line, strike out 903, 904, 905, 

and 906, and insert 882, 883, 884, and 885. 

897; 876: 159. 29d line, strike out 481, and insert 
469 


160. 27th line, strike out 486, and 487, 
_ land insert 474, and AT5, 
905| 884i 161. 22d line, strike out 897, and insert 


|876. > 
906 885) 162. 9th line, strike out 481, and insert 


10th line, strike out 897, and insert 
13th line, strike out 893, and insert 


163. 11th line, strike ont 903, and insert 
"1889. 

164. 16th line, strike out 904, and insert 
883. 

165. 4th line, strike out 439, and insert 
499, 

166. 12th line, strike out 924, and 925, 
land insert 903, and 904. 
929| 908) 167. 22d line, strike out “927” and 

iinsert ‘906.” 

930 abe r Oth line after “appellee” insert 


906; 


92 ma 169. 19th line strike out all after 
“party” to the end of the article. 
170. 25th line, strike out “951,” and 
insert 930.” 
171. 25th line, after “suspensive,” add 


948| 9971 


927 


492 


the words, “or in the discretion of the 
court.” 

172. 3rd line, after “court” add, “pro- 
vided-there be an assignment of errors.” 

178. 9th line, strike out “903,” and in- 
sert “882.” - 

174. 15th line, after “below” strike 
out all to the end of the article, and insert, 
“or when the Supreme Court shall render 
isuch judgment or decree as should have 
been rendered by the court below, and | 
such judgment shall be for the same or 
a greater amount, or of the same nature as 
rendered in the court below, such judg- 


| | 
| 
E 
| ment or decree shall be final, and shall 
{ 
| 
| 


262| 949; 928 
263| 951) 930 
263) 952) 931 


not require any order, decree or action on 
the part of the District Court from which 
the cause was appealed; and the clerks 
of the various District Courts, on the re- 
ceipt of the mandate of the Supreme 
Court in any such cause, shall file the 
sam, endorsing thereon the time of the 
filing thereof, and shall proceed to issue 
execution thereon as in other causes. 
962 941| 175. 6th line, fill blank with “fourth.” 
re 6 176. .8th line, after “article” insert 
156,” 
267| 968! 942; 177. Ath line, strike out 34,” and in- 
sert “31.” 
268| 964) 943; 178. 26th line, strike out. “73,” and in- 
| sert 70.” 
272| 973; 952| 179. 26th line, after “Mayor,” insert 
“or Chief Executive Officer.” 
| 273| «| « | 180. ‘th line, strike out “73,” and in- 
sert “70.” 
“ | 974| 953) 181. 13th line, strike out “175, 176 and 
179,” and insert, "6168, 169 and 172.” 
274) 979| 958 189. Ath line, strike out “209,” and 
insert “202.” 
985) 964| 183. Sth line, strike out “258 and 304,” 
and insert “250 and 296.” 
| 977; 987; 966| 184, 2nd line, strike out “358,” and 
| insert “350.” 
| | 988] 967} 185. 12th line, strike out ‘444, » and 
| insert “433.” 


E 
| 
| 
| 
E 
| 
| 
| 
E 
| 


493 
21| 278) 990| 969] 186. 2nd line, strike ont “six,” and in- 


sert “three.” 
« | 992) 971) 187. 9th line, strike ous “twelve,” and 
insert “six.” 
© | 996| 975) 188. Strike out the entire article, and 
insert in lieu thereof the following :—“A. 
Justice of the Peace, may for good cause 
shown, supported by affidavit in writing, 
grant a new trialin any civil suit, tried 
before him, whenever he shall consider 
that justice has not been done in the trial 
of such cause; provided, however, that all 
applications for a new trial shall be made 
within -ten days after the rendition of 
judgment, and one day’s notice of the ap- 
plication shall be given to the opposite 
party, his agent or ” attorney : Provided 
also, that not more than one new trial 
shall be granted to either party; and in 
all cases, where a new trial shall be 
> jgranted, the cause shall be continued to 
the next term of the Court, unless the 
parties shall agree upon some other day 


ae etre eet nr aee pa e a a teres nmap 
+ 
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and 707, and insert 623, 685, 689 and 694, 
200. 2ist line, strike out “ Chief Justi- 
ces,” and insert “Clerk of the Co. court.” 
201. 3d line, strike out 728 and insert 


‘for trial. 
278) 997 210), 189. 25th line, strike out 458 and in- 
| igert 446, 
Ara ioe. Wee 190. 27th 468 “ 456. 
279! 998) 977| 191. 3d 482 .“ 470. 
86/1001; 980) 192. 4th 543 “ 528. 
« |1002) 981) 193. 10th z 558 “ 543. 
1003; 982| 194, 15th 568 “ 553. 
81 1004, 883) 195. 2d 575 “ 560, 
t ee 884| 196. 6th 492 “ 480. 
i | 197. Tth, after “peace” add “ except 
PE | we article 491.” 
a i1006! 8 198. 10th line, strike out 628 and in- 
| | | gr: 613. 
| 282) on 886 199. 5th line, strike out 638, 704, 705, 
| ; 
| 


| osal1012 991 


284| 1013| 992 


| 
| 
|2 


WAL, 
t e | 202, 6th i“ e 487. % 770. 
285 igi 9941 203. 2ist, after “costs,” add ‘motion 


2} 
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287 1019) 998 


294! 


494 


thereon. 
28611016} 995| 204. 7th line, strike ont 4007 aud in- 
| sert 986. 
205. 8th. es s% 850 “ 830. 
206. 27th, after “and” insert “shalt 
have power to appoint.” 
1049 1028| 207. 9th line strike out 717 and insert 
(U1 
30010731052! 208. 18th line strike out, and in next 
line make 4—3. 
eae a 209. 4th line strikeniout all after “shall” 


| for new trial and the proceedings had 


29 ‘ae 1017 


! Lo the end of the article and insert, t‘ re- 
| ceived the appointment of Exeeutor or 
| Administrator as the case may be, upor 
| | qualify) ing as Such as in other cases, 

304110851064 216, 14th line strike out 541 and in- 


| sert 526. 
307/1095|1074| 211. 26th  “ 1093 “ 1072 
3083:1097 1075 212, 5th « 11093, 1094 and 


|1095, and insert 1072, 1073 and 1074. , 
K 1099) 1078) 213. 20th line spies out 1097 and in- 


sert 1076. 
309! Cae 214, 14th cs 1085 “ 1064. 
ec c6 215. 16th e 1093, 1094 and 


| 
| 
| '1095, and insert 1072, 1073 and 1074. 
vs | cc | 216, 20th line strike out 1073 and in- 
| 
! 
| 


(£4 


‘, 
1 


| 
| sert 1052 
? | « |e | 217, 22d « 1106 “ 1085. 
Do a ae 218. E, k 1105 “ 1084. 
310“ | & | 219. 2d “10938 “ 1072. 
| «| 220. Ath «1092 “ 1077. 

s e |a oa mee 221. 12th s: _ 1097 “ 1076. 

«opu ju | 222, 15th 7 10 “ 20. 

311° 1107 mA 223. 3d te e 26S a 

“ 1110) 1039 224. 16th s 1104 and-1109, 
| ‘and insert 1083 and 1088. 

“nju | e |, 225. 20th line strike out “attested” and 
| or insert “signed,” and in the same line after 
| | | “Justices ” insert “and attested by the 
| |Clerk,” 

314 110 1939) 226. -Ist line, strike'out 1085, and insert 

l 1064. 
l 
| 


wi «| «| 927, 3rd line, strike ont 1069 and 1119 
‘and insert 1048 and 1098 


495 


2 314 [120] 1099| 228. 4th line strike out 1073, 1115 and 
1117 and insert 1052 1094 and 1096. 
“ | 229. 6th line strike out 1124 and insert 
1108. 
“ 230. Sth line striks out 1123 and insert 
1602. 
1121/1100; 231. tOth line strike out 1069and 1119 
| = and insert 1048 and 1098. 
| 112211101; 232. In 1st line of the Article strike 
| out 1120 and insert 1099. 
| «| « | 233. 20th line strike out ten and insert 
twenty’ 
| 315 1125)1104 234, 6th line strike out ten and insert 
| twenty. 
| |1127}1106| 235. 14th line strike out 1122 and 1126 
and insert 1101 and 1105. 
| “ | 236. 18th: line strike out attested and 
| és insert signed; in the next line after 
E Justice insert and attested by the Clerk. 
| 316/1130 e 237. 14th line strike out 873, 874, 875 
and 876 and insert 852, 853, 854 and 855. 
1134 1113| 238. 8th line strike out ten and insert 
twenty. . 
| 16361115)! 239. 16th line strike out 1134 and insert 
| 
| 
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| 240, 17th“  “ 879 and insert 
a ‘858, 
| a 241. 27th “ after mind insert persons 
1138/1117 (imprisoned under sentence of a Court for 
| a term less than for tife. 
321/1149 L128! 242. 16th line after exempted, insert 
| from forced sale. 
ee, ie , ia 17th line ‘strike out 717 and insert 
| 344. 18th line strike out 1191 and in- 
sert 1170 
945, 11th line strike out 724 and 725, 
and insert 707 and 708 
946. 2rd line strike out 1186, 1190 and 
1191, and insert 1165, 1169 and 1170. 
„|1169, Tusi 24T. Oth line strike out 1174, ILT5 and 
| |1176, and insert 1153, 1154 and II55. 
| | 248, 10th line strike out 278, and insert 
l 


seuliis9| 1124) 9 


326)1166,1145 


ns 


827 


p 1256. 
249. 28th line, after then, insert the. 


456 
3991117511154) 250. 17th line, strike out “ consist ” and 


insert ** be consistent.” 
83211186/1162) 251. 22nd line after “will” add “and 
“give bond.” . 
“ 11184111638! 252. 27th line strike out “1115 and 
1116” and insert “ 1094 and 1095,” 
338'1185|1164| 253. 5th line strike out 1183” and in- 
sert “1162,” 
© (1186/1165) 254. 12th line, after “ estate” insert 
“that he shall deem to be necessary for 
the due administration of the estate.” 
834 1189| 1168! 255. 12th line strike out * 675” and in- 
wert “659.” 
1185: 256. 5th line strike out “1182” and 
insert 1161. 

1189; 257. 11ch line strike ont “1208” and 
insert 1187. 
1218/1192) 258. 27th line strike ont “amount ” and 

insert amounts. 
122111200! 259. 15th line strike out “1247” and 
| insert 1226. 


g! 
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340/1210! 


Ge 


542 


Se cape aed Ra an nee ae ee A Slew eee om Genin acres iR i A merida gp genie a a Cia ote 


c T 260. 20th line strike out “762” and in- 
sert 745. 
c 1228/1201 261. 26th line strike ont “1216” and 

3 | insert 1195. 
o AEA Moca 262. 29th line strike ont i and 
| insert 1195. 
| 843 263. 3rd line strike out “1216 and 
t 


| 
t 
| er ” and insert 1195 and 1196. 
ae | | 264. 5th line strike out *1219 ” andi in- 
ise t 1198. 
| | 265. 6th line strike out “ 1266 ” and in- 
| _ lsert 1195. i 
| e 266. Tth ltne strike out “1220 ” andin- 
sert 1199, 
| 267. 11th line strike out “1216, 1217 
“ 11224,1208,1219 and 1220” and insert 1195, 1196, 
. |. | {1198 and 1199. 
i 348/1246/1225| 268. 5th line strike out «1948 ” and in- 
| sert 1227, 
350 1253/1232) 269. 18th line strike out “1216, and 
| 1217” and insert 1195 and 1196. 
| 350 


6¢ 


nee ere sommelier: 


1258, 1232! 270. 20th line strike out “2246” and in- 

| sert 1225. ; 
350/1254'1233! 271. 24th line strike ont “1247” and 
insert 1226, 


i 
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- 21) 850/1954/1233) 272. 26th line strike out “ 1225 and 1256 

351|1258|1237) 273. 17th line strike out “1256” and. 
insert 1235.. 

$52/125911938) 274. 3rd line strike out * 1246” and 

insert 1225. 

355/1270/1248) 275. 14th line strike out “1261” and 
insert 1239. 

356|1272/1250| 276. 5th line strike out “1180” and in- 

~ {sert 1159. 
361 1290/1268! 277. 7th line strike out “675” and in- 
sert 659. 

361/1291)1269| 278. 18th line strike ont “1188” and 

insert 1167. 

363/1298 1276! 279. 12th line strike ont “414 and 415 ” 

| and insert 405 and 406. 

365 ‘hd ik 280. 7th line strike out “1260” and 

| 


insert 1239. 
366 1308)1286) 281. 12th line strike ont “Chief Justice” 
and insert Clerk of the Court. 
282. 17th line strike out “1260, 1335, 
1340 and 1341” and insert 1339, 1313, 
1318 and 1819. 


w 1291| 283. 4th line strike out“ 1073” and in- 


867|1313|1291 


sert 1059. 


372/1331|1309; 284. 10th line strike -out “1260” and 
insert 1239. 
872|1334|1312" 285. 26th line strike ont “1267, 1268, 
and 1269” and insert 1245, 1246, and 
| 1247, 
373 1335/1313) 286. Tth line strike out “1260” and 
insert 1239. 
374:13838)1316| 287. 5th line strike ont * 1293” and 
| insert 1271. 


374:1340/1318} 288. 18th line strike out 1260” and 


insert 1239. 
3761134911327) 259. 20th line after “Article” insert 


e and 1287. 


“ 
n 
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37113521330) 290. 16th- line sike out “18345 and 
as 1346 ” and insert 1823 and 1324. 
i 54/1332| 291. &th line strike out “31 and 32” and 


insert 28 and 29. 


| 

| 385) 188611264) 292. 26th line strike ont “1383 and 
! 1884” and insert 1261 and 1262. 

| 886/1388/1266: 293. 7th line strike ont “1192 and 
| 


11126” and insert 1101 and 1105. 
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21] 387 


i 


| 887 


136211370) 294.. 2nd line strike out“ 1128” ang 
insert 1107. 
1393 1371! 295. 6th line strike out “ 1140” 
insert 1119. 
| 387 1394 1372| 296. 9th line strike out “1145” and 
387 ii 


and 


insert 1124. 
139411379! 297. 10th line strike out 1149” ang 
insert 1198. 
3871139511373| 298. 14th line strike out “1306” and 
insert 1284, 
rk 299. 8th line strike ont ec < 1093 ” and 
| 


| 88811397 
insert 1072. 
300. 10th line strike out 1186” and 
insert 1165, 
301. 13th line strike ont “1174 and 
75” and insert 1153 and 1154. 
3941142011398! an 13th and 14th lines strike ont 
| | 6 1267, 1268 and 1269” and insert 1945 


39111407|1385 


391 en 


| 1946 and 1247. 

393) 1421; 1399 303. 17th line strike out “1283 and 

|1284” and insert 1261 and 1262. 

es Ae 304. 3rd line strike out “1278” and 

| ae 1256. 

1429 1407 305. 2nd line strike out “1296” and 
| ‘insert 1274. 

| 3971431) 1409) 306. 11th line strike out “ 1249 ” and 
| i iand insert 1228. 

3 409'147111449| 307. 11th line strike out “503” and 

i | ; insert 491. 

| 409,1472.1450, 308. 18th line strike out “1225” and 

| ! | insert 1204. 

309. 6th line strike out 624, 625,626 

1450 and 627” and insert 609, 610, 611 and 
1612. 
| 310. Strike out the Appendix, inclu- 

Iding all after the 414th page. 
On motion of Mr. Scott, the House adjourned until to- mor- 
row morning, 10 o'clock, a.m. 
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SENATE CHAMBER, 
Fripay, February Ist, 1856. 
The Senate was called to order by the President pur suant to 
adjournment—prayer by the Chaplain—roll calied—quorum 
present. 


The journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
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A. message was received from the House informing the Sén-~ 
ate that the House had passed “A Bill to incorporate the city 
of San Antonio,” with amendments; “A Bill to incorporate ` 
the city of Austin,” “A Bill granting Pelican Island in Gal- 
veston Bay, to the corporation of the city of Galveston,” and “A 
Bill for the relief of James Tarlton,” all originating in the Sen- 
ate. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the bill to incorporate the city of 
San Antonio, was taken up and the amendments of the House 
concurred in. 

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills reported 
a bill for the relief of Joseph D Lilly, assignee of Jonathar 
Bird, correctly engrossed. : 

Mr McDade introduced a bill to incorporate the Washington 
Insurance company, read first and second time and referred to 
the committee on internal improvement. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Josephus Moore, was taken up and read. 

The Senate then refused to engross the bill. 

Mr Millican moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 


engross the bill—carried—and on motion of Mr Martin the bill 


was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, a bill for the relief of che heirs and 
legal representatives of Dawson B Charlton, dec’d., wes taken 
up, read and ordered to be engrossed. : 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the joint resolution relating to the 
votes of Senators Rusk and Houston on the Kansas Nebraska 
Act, was taken up and read third time. 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, moved a call of the Senate—lost. 

Mr Hill offered the following amendment, , 

“Resolved, That this Legislature do disapprove the vote ot 
Gen. Sam Houston on the bill to organize a Government in the 
Territory of Oregon. 

On motion of Mr Scott the resolution was laid on the table. 

The Resolution was then passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Doane, Guinn, Hord, Lott, 
McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Pir- 
key, Potter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of 
Oass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White, 
and Wren—25. 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Hill, Millican, and Taylor of Fannin—7. 
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A message was received trom the House informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed “ A Bill for the relief of Geo H. 
Burroughs,” and “ A Joint Resolution granting leave of absence 
to Joel L. Ankrim, Judge of the 11th Judicial District ;” origi- 
nating in the Senate—also the following Bills originating in the 
House: “ A Bill to re-organize the 2d Judicial District, and fix 
the times of holding courts therein; “ A Bill to incorporate the 
Linden Academy,” “ A Bill to extend the time for procuring 
unconditional head-right certificates, where conditional certifi- 
cates have heretofore issued. 

‘* A bill for the relief of the heirs of George Wagner, dec’d.” 
“ A bill to incorporate Amberton Lodge, No. 42, of thet O. O. 
F.” and “ 4. bili to incurporate the town of Dallas.” 

On motion ot Mr Bord, A bill to create Kinney county, was 
taken up, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. | - 

Mr ilen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day presen- 
ted to the Governor, “ A bill to create the county of San Saba; 
A bill amendatory of An Act amendatory of An Act concern- ` 
ing crimes and punishments, approved 20th March, 1848; A 
bill to incorporate the Washington county Rail Road Company ; 
A bill to incorporate Soule University; A bill to define the 
time of holding the District Courts in the county of Cameron ; 
A bill for the relief of Jesse Dean; A bill to amend the 7th 
section of an act to provide for the paymeht of six companies 
of mounted volunteers, that were mustered into the service of 
the State ot Texas, on the Ist day of November, A. D. 1854, 
under a requisition of Brevet Major General Persifer F. Sinith, 
and to pay the expenses incurred by said company, approved 
14th January, 1856; A bill giving the assent of the State of 
‘Texas to an act to provide for the payment of such creditors of 
the late Republic of Texas as are comprehended in the act of 
Congress of September 9th, 1850, which was passed at the 2d 
session of the 83d Congress of the United States, and approved 
Feb. 28th, 1855; A bill to incorporate the Memphis, 151 Paso 
and Pacific Rail Road Company; A bill to create the county of 
Cibolo; A bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and 
Colorado Rail Road Company or their assignees in certain | 
cases; A bill to change the name of Margaret Catherine Burks 
to Margaret Catharine Moore,and the nameof Emily Jane Burks | 
to Emily Jane Clark; A bill for the relief James ‘Tarlton; A | 
bill forthe relief of Henry Patrick, and A bill for the relief of | 
George W. Shelton. 7 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A biil making an appropriation for the payment of a portion 
of the second class debt of the late Republic of Texas; read 
third time and passed by the following vote. ; 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Grimes 
Hord, McCulloch, McDade, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter 
Scarborough, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, 
Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and White—20., 

Nays—Messrs Armstrong,Flanagan, Guinn, Millican Pirkey, 
Russell, and Taylor of Fannin—%. 

On motion of Mr Superveile, a bill supplemental to an act to 
incorporate the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad, ap- 
proved Sept. 5th, 1850, and the supplements thereto, was taken 
up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Superviele, the rule was suspended ; bill 
read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Mr White moved reference of the bill to the committee on 
iaternal Improvements—lost. ’ 

On motion of Mr Bryan, a bill to fix the salaries of the Judges 
of the Supreme and District Courts, was taken up; read first 
time. 

Mr Bryan moved a suspension of the rule—lost. 

On motion of Mr Hill, a bill to re-organize the second Judi- 
cial District, and fix the time of holding courts therein, was 
taken up and read first time. 

On- motion of Mr Armstrong, the rule was suspended; bill 
read second time and passed to a third reading. — 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was further suspended ; bill 


' read third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr Weatherford, a bill to incorporate the town 
of Dallas, was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended; bill read 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was further suspended ; bill 
read third time and passed. 

Mr Hord offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate shall give to each 
Senator a certificate of the mileage to which he is entitled for 
the distance actually traveled by him, in going toand returning 
from the Capitol—such certificate to be made in accordance 
with the statement made by such Senator to the Secretary. 

Mr McCulloch offered the following as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate shall give to 
each member a certificate of mileage, according to the most 
direct mail route, and each Senator shall give to the Secretary 
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a statement of the distance between his residence and the Capi- 
tal by such route—adopted. 

Mr Russell, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
correctly engrossed, A 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Dawson B Charlton, deceased. 

On motion of Mr MERERI the Senate adjourned till 8 
o'clock, P. m. 


8 O’Clock, P: m. 

Senate met—rol] called—quorum present. 

On motion of Mr Ilill, a bill authorizing the County. Courts 
of the State to grant license for the retail of spiritous, vinous and 
intoxicating liquors, in quantities less than a quart, and impos- 
ing a license tax for such privilege, was taken up, read third 
time and passed. 

Mr Taylor of Fannin, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the resolution adjourning ‘the preseat Legis- 
lature on the 4th of Februar y, to meet again on the Ist Monday 
in July next, be and the same is hereby “rescinded. 

On ‘motion of Mr Palmer, laid on the table by the following 
vote: 

Yras—Messrs Armstrong, Biyan Grimes, Guinn, McCulloch 
Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Russell, Taylor ot Cass, Taylor o 
Tlouston, Truit, Whitaker, White and Wren—15. 

Nays— Messrs Buroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, Hill, McDade, 
Martin, Maverick, Pedigo, Potter, Super viele, “Taylor of Fannin, 
and Weatherford—12. 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting the 
following communication : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, | 
Austin, Texas, February Ist 1856. 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives ; 

I have thought it proper to inform you that in case there 
shall not be sufficient time between this and your adjournment 
on the 4th inst., for me to examine and decide upon the large 
number of bills that will be presented for approval, I may have 
to avail myself of the right, to retain some of them for final ac- 
tion, until n adjour ned session in J uly next. 

In contemplation of law, your present meeting, and that to 
take place in July next, will be one continued session, and any 
bill sent to me for approval, between this time and your adjourn- 
ment on Monday, may be returned within five days, exclusive 
of Sanday, and the days that will intervene between your ad 


ee et RO FONE ENR TEES TFET 


503 


journment on Monday, and your re-assembling in July. The 
Attorney General concurs with me in the view I take of this 
subject, and I presume it will not be questioned by any one. 
This communication is made to you, so that if any bills are not 
finally acted on by me before your adjournment, you may be 
advised that it is because I have not had sufficient time to ex. 
amine them, and also, that if any of them are not approved by 
me, they will be returned to you for reconsideration at the ad- 
journed session. fe l 

lt is my intention however, to act upon all bills sent to me 
before Monday, if it is possible for me to do so. 

g E. M. PEASE. 

On Motion of Mr Palmer the House bills were taken up. 

A bill for the relief of Wm S. Kennard: read first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended: bill read 
2.1 time and passed to a 3rd reading. 

On motion of! Mr. Whitaker the rule was further suspended : 
bin read a third time and passed. 

A bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the use 
of the State Department, the Exeecntive and the Attorney 
General of the State of Texas: read 8rd time and passed. 

A bill supplementary to an Act to provide for the assessment 
and collection of taxes: passed February 11th, 1850, with the 
report of the committee on Finances, recommending its rejec- 
tion: read. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the bul and report were laid on 
the table by the following vote : Yeas Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, 
Caldwell, Grimes, McCulloch, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell,Scarborough, Superviele, Tay- 
lor of Fannin, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whit- 
-aker and White—20. Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Guinn, Hill 
Lott, McDade and Martin 6. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ additional draftsmen and clerks, and to fix 
the salary of the same: read first time. 

Mr moved asuspension of the rule: lest. 

A bill to authorize John H White, a minor, to take charge 
of his estate, and transact business as though he were twenty- 
one years of age: read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Russell the rule was suspended: Lall read 
ed time and passed to a third reading. 

On metion of Mr Guinn the rule was furthersuspended : bill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

A, message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill for the relief of Basil Dure 
ben—originating in the House. 3 
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A bill providing a remedy for persons wishing to change their 
christian and surnames or either, and adopt another instead 
thereof: read first time, 

On motion of Mr, Guinn the rule was suspended, and bill 
read 2d time. 

Mr Guinn moved the reference of the bill to the Judieiary 
_ committee: lost. 

Mr Burroughs moved to strike ont the 2d section. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass, moved to lay the bill upon the table ; 
lost. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs a call of the Senate was ordered 

Mr Flanagan moved to adjourn till to-morrow at 9 o’clock 
A. M. Jost. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives, relative to the establishment of anew Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the territory west of the 
Pecos river: read first time. 

Mr. Hill moved a suspension of the rule: lost. 

A bill to create Maverick county: read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, 
bill read 2d time and passed toa 8rd reading. | 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the rule was further suspended, pill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde : read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Guinn the rule was suspended, bil! read 
2d time and passed to a third reading. 

Gn motion of Mr. Russell, the rule was further suspended; 
bill read 3rd time and passed. 

Cn motion of Mr. Caldwell, the call was suspended. 

‘The question then recurred of Mr. Burrough’s motion to 
strike ont the 2d section of the bill, pending a remedy for per 
sons wishing to change their christian and surnames, or either, 
and adopt another instead thereof, which was lost. — 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

Mr, Palmer moved a further suspension—lost. 

A bill sapplementary to an act incorporating the Lavaca nav- 
igation company; read first time. 

A bill to fix the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and 
District Courts. S i 

Mr. Russell moved to refer the bill to the committee on State 
affairs; lost. 

Mr. Flanagan moved to amend, by striking out $2250,00 
and insert $2000 ; lost by the following vote: 

Yzuas—Messts. Armstrong, Bryan, Doane, Guinn, Hill, 
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Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Martin, -Maverick, Palmer,Pedigo,Pot- 
ter, Scarborough, Scott, Superveile, Truit, and White—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Flannagan, Grimes, Millican, 
Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of 
Houston, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren—12. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to strike out $3000 wherever it occurs 
and insert—§$2750 : losi. 

Mr. Whitaker moved to strike outall in reference to increas- 
ing the salary of the District Judge ; lost by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Burroughs, Flanagan, Lott, Millican,Pirkey, 
Russell, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of Hous- 
ton, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren— 12. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Doane,GrimesGuinn, Hill, Hord, 
McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scar- 
borough, Scott, Superveile, Triit and White—18. 

The bill was then passed toa third reading by the following 
vote $ 

Yuas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Doane, Grimes, Hill, Hord, 
McCulioch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, 
Scarborough, Superveile, Truit and White—17. 

Nays—Messrs Burroughs, Flanagan, Guinn, Lott, Millican, 
Russeli, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Taylor of 
Houston, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren—3i3. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the vote adopting the resolution 
offered by Mr. Taylor of Cass, instructing the committee on 
printing and contingent expenses, to have the State Gazette 
appendix discontinued, unless the same should contain eight 
pages of printed matter was reconsidered. . 

i Mr. Bryan offered the following as a substitute for the reso- 
ution. 

Resolved, That the State Gazette appendix, shal! be contin- 
ued until all the debates shall be published, provided, that the 
cost of. the matter published, after the adjournment of the 
Legislature shall not exceed $500, 

Mr. Potter offerred the following as a substitute: | 

Resolved, That all papers be discontinued from and after 
the 4th of February, 1856. 

Mr. Palmer moved te lay the resolution and substitute on 
the table : lost by the following vote. 

Yeas—Messrs. Oaldweil,Hord, McCulloch, Millican, Palmer, 
Pedigo, Scarboreugh and White—8.. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, Martin, Marverick, Pirkey, Potter, 
Scott, Superveile, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of-Fannin, Taylor 
of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker and Wren—22, 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned tiff 
% o'clock, P. m. , 


7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

The substitute offered by Mr. Potter for the resolution offered 
by Mr. Bryan being under consideration when the Senate ad- 
journed, was taken up. 

Mr. Guinn moved to lay it on the table—lost by the follow- 
ing vote: . 

Yeras- Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Guinn, McDade, 
Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pedigo, Taylor of Cass,, W eather- 
iord and White—11. - 

Nays—Messrs. Allen,Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, Pir- 
key, Potter, Rusell, Superviele, Taylor of Houston, Truit and 
Whitaker—12. 

Mr. Potter then withdrew (by leave)his substitute and moved 
to lay Mr. Bryan’s substitute cn the table—lost. 

The question being on the adoption of Mr. Bryan’s resolution 
a call of the Senate was ordered,-on motion of Mr. Hill. 

Mr. Allen introduced a bill supplementary to an act to incor- 
porate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Rail Road company, 
passed by the 6th Legislature : read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Allen the rule was suspended, bill read 2d 
time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3d time and passed by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs, Allen, Bryan Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Flanagan, Guinn, Hill, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, 
Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Super- 
viele, Tavlor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, 
and White—26. , 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Grimes, and Whitaker—3. 

On motion of Mr. Pedigo, “A bill for the relief of the Coo- 
shatte Indians” was taken up anf read 2d time. 

Mr. Guinn moved to amend by striking out $100 and insert- 
ing $50—lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motiou of Mr. Pedigo, the rule was suspended, bill read). 
8rd time and passed by the following vote: . 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell,’ 
Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, Lott, McCul;: 
loch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Scott, Su; 
perviele, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Whitaker and White—23 

N Axs—Messre. Bryan, Millican, Russell and Taylor of 
Cass—4. | 


| 


507 ‘ 


Mr. Taylor of Cass offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, By the Senate, (the House concurring) that the two 
houses of the present Legislature will adjourn sine die, on 
Monday, the 4th day of February next, at 11 o’clock, A. m. 

Mr. Pedigo offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, By the Senate that the first assistant Secretary be 
kept in the employ of the Senate for three weeks after its ad- 
journment for the purpose of arranging, assorting and filing the 
papers of unfinished business of the Senate, and that he be re- 
quired to make out an abstract of said unfinished business, 
and arrange the same in regular order; and that the same be 
printed by the State printer, and that the said Secretary be re- 
quired to forward a copy of said printed abstract to each mem- 
ber of the Senate, and the pay of said assistant shall be his per 
diem pay for the aforesaid length of time. 

Mr. Scott moved that the resolution be laid en the table—lost 
by the following vote: . 

Yuas--Messrs. Bryan, Burreughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Super- 
viele, Taylor of Cass, Weatherford and- Whitaker—15. 

Nayvs—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Hill, Hord, Lott, 
McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Pedigo, Tay- 
gor of Houston, ‘Truit and White—15, 

The resolution was then rejected by the following vote : 

Yuas—Messrs, Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Hill, Hord, Lott, 
McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Millican, Pedigo, Taylor of 

| Houston, Truit and White—14. l 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 

Grimes, Guinn, Maverick, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, 

Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Weatherford and Whita- 
ker—16. 

| On motion of Mr. Russell the eall was suspended. 

! The question then recurred on the adoption of Mr. Bryan’s 

| resolution. | 

Mr. Scott offered the following as an amendment,and that said 

Í amount of five hundred dollars, shall also cover the cost of re- 

{porting for the same, from the 4th of February, and also the 

| postage on said appendix—laid on the table. eo 

{ Mr. Potter mored to postpone the resolution and substitute 

$ indefinitely—lost. . | 

$ Mr. Taylor of Cass, moved to postpone the resolution till 10 

{o'clock to-morrow morning—lost. 

#. On motion of Mr. Palmer, the resolution and substitute were 

Slaid on the table. 
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A message wag received from the House soliciting permission 
from the Senate toamer.Ja message from the House, delivered 
this morning, announcing the passage of the bill to incorporate 
the city of San Antonio, informing the Senate that the follow- 
ing amendment made by the House was not reported—“strike 
out the 2lst clanse of art. 3rd. 
On motion of Mr. Superviele, the amendment was concurred 
in by the Senate. l 
A bill to create and organize the 18th Judicial district and to 
define the timeof holding courts therein ; read, and on motion 
of Mr. Potter laid on the table. i 
Mr. Allen chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, repor- 
ted correctly enrolled, a bill for the relief of E. W. Moore, and 
a bill*to incorporate the Trinity Valley Rail Road Company. 
A message was received from the House informing the Senate 
that the House had passed the following bills, originating in 
the House, viz: 
A bill supplementary to anact relating to the Indians of Texas, 
approved 6th of February, 1854. 
A pill to incorporate the town of Bellville. 
A bill for the relief of Thos. H. Mays. 
A bill for the relief of Thos, H. Mays. 
A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Shepherd. ® 
And a bill for the relief of certain persons therein named. 
Also a bill to restore lands sold for taxes, and purchased by 
the State, to the former owners upon certain conditions, with 
amendments. 
And a bill to incorporate Larissa College, also with an 
amendment. 
A bill to incorporate the San Antonio river navigation com-— 
any for the purpose of making the same navigable for steam- 
oats and other boats; read first time. 
On .motion ox Mr. White, the rule was suspended, bill read 
2d time. ~ 
On motion of Mr. Grimes the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 
The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House, to a 
bill to incorporate Larissa College by the following vote: 
Yeas—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Flannagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, Lott, McCul- 
loch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scott, 
Taylor of Cass Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whit- 
aker and White—25. 
The Senate concurred in the amendments of the House toa 
bill to restore land, sold for taxes and purchased by the State, 
to the former owners, on certain conditions. ~ 
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. On motion of Mr. Weatherford the Senate adjourned till 10 


o'clock, a. M. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2d, 1856. 

The Senate was called to order, by the President. Prayer 
by the Chaplain—roll called—quorum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 

Mr Guinn offerred the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to 
employ some person to assist the Enrolling Clerk, provided his 
pay does not exceed five dollars per day—adopted. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution, offered by Mr Taylor of Cass, proposing the 
adjournment of the Legislature on the 4th Inst. sine die, was 
taken up. | ” 

Mr Whitaker moved to amend by striking out “ 4th of Feb’y” 
and insert “ 5th of March.” 
Mr Scott offered the following as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, By the Senate, the House concurring, that the 
adjourned session of the Legislature to commence on the first 
Monday in July next, shall not continue longer than forty days. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan, the resolution and substitute 
were laid on the table by the following vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs, Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Pirkey, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele, Truit, and 
White,—1S. 

Nays.— Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Hill, McDade, Martin- 
Pedigo, Potter, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Weather, 
ford, and, Whitaker,—11. 

Mr Russell offerred the following resolution : ~ 

Resolved, That the Hon. Johnson Wren, and H. C. Pedigo, 
be allowed their per diem pay from the convening of the Legis- 
lature as though they had taken their seats on the first day of 
the session—adopted. 

Mr Hill presented the petition of James Losly ; referred to 
the committee on private land claims No. 2, 

A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
following communication. 


BLO 


Executive OFFicr. i 
Austin, Fepruary Ist, 1856. t 
Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives : 

I return herewith to the Senate, in which it originated, am 
Act to create the county of Cibole. 

I am informed by the Commissioner of the General Land Of. 
fice, who has examined this act, that the boundaries of the pro- 
posed county of Cibolo, include only about six hundred and 
twenty-seven square miles.. 

The 34th Section of the 7th Article of our State Constitution, 
declares explicitly that no new county shall be laid off of less 
dimensions, than nine hundred square miles. 

This is a wise provision and was intended without doubt, 
to preventsthe creation of small counties, without sufficient pop- 
ulation and resources to insure the proper execution of the 
criminal laws of the State, within their limits. 

Having evidence before me, which is conclusive to my mind, 
that the proposed county contains.an area, less by two hundred 
and seventy-three square miles, than what the constitution re- 
quires for the formation of a county, I cannot give: -my assent 
to this act. E. M. PEASE. 

Mr Potter moved that the bill be passed, the objections of the 
Governor notwithstanding. . 

On motion of Mr Palmer, a call of the Senate was ordered. 

On motion of Mr White, a bill fer the relief of Basil Durbia 
was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2d time and passed to a 3d reading. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was further sus- 
pended, till read 3d time and passed, 

On motion of Mr Doane, a bill supplemental to an act for the 
relief of James W. McGoffin and Hugh Stevenson, was taken 
up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was supended, bill read 3c 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Doane, a bill for the relief of Simeon Hart 
was taken up, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a bill to incorporate the Lin- 
den Academy was taken up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended, 
bill read 2d tiine and passed to a 3d ‘reading. 
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On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was further sus- 
‘pended, bill read 3d time and passed by the following vote: 

Yeas.--Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Guinn, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Ped- 
igo, Pirkey, Russell, Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of 
Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whitaker, and White,—22. 

Nays.——Messrs. Burroughs, and Millican,—2. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, a bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named, was taken up and read first time. 

Mr Pedigo moved the suspension of the rnle—lost. 

On motion of Mr Caldwell, the call of the House was sus- 

' pended. 

The question then recurred on the passage of the bill to create 
the county of Cibolo, notwithstanding the objection of the Gov- 
enor, ‘The Senate refused to pass the bill by the following vote: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Flanagan: 
McCulloch; Maverick, Millican, Potter, Scott, Superviele, 
Weatherford, and White,—12. 

Nays.—Messrs. Bryan, Grimes, Guinn, McDade, Martin 
erat Pirkey, Russell, Taylor of Houston, Truit, and Whita- 
xer,——1 1. . 

On motion of Mr Potter, a bill to fix the salaries of the Judges 
of the Supreme and District courts, was taken up, read 3d time 
and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas.—Messrs. Armstrong, Doane, McCullech, McDade, 
Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, Potter, Scott, Superviele, 
and White,—13. 

Nays.—Messrs. Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, 
Guinn, Millican, Pirkey, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weather- 
ford, and Whitaker,—I1. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to employ assistant draftsman, and Clerks and to fix the 
Salaries of the same. l 

Read 2d time, and on motion of Mr Whitaker, laid on the 
table. 

: Mr Taylor of Cass, moved to reconsider the vote just taken ; 
ost. 

A bill snpplementary to an act to incorporate the San Anto- 
nio and Mexican Gulf Rail Road, approved Sept. 5th 1850, 
and the supplements thereto read third time and passed by the 
following vote: a 

Yras.—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, 
Guinn, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Potter, 
Scott, Superviele, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truitt, 
Weatherford, Whitaker,—20. 
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Nays.—Messrs. Burroughs, Grimes, and MeCualloch,—3. 

A bill providing a remecy for persons wishing to change 
their name, christian and sir-ndme, or either, and adopt another ; 
read 3d time and passed, 

Mr Millican moved to reconsider the vote passing the bill 
providing a remedy for persons wishing to change their chris- 
tian or sir-name, or either and adopt another. 7 l 

Mr moved to lay the motion on the table—lost. 

The Senate then refused to reconsider the vote. 

A bill to incorporate the town cf Tyler in the county of Smith ; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was suspended, bill read > 
Zd time and passed to a 8d reading. | : 

On motion of Mr Guinn the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third ‘time and passed. | 

Mr Martin moved to reconsider the vote which rejected the 
bill to create the county of Cibolo; carried and vote reconsidered. 

Mr Potter moved to lay the communication and the bill on 
the table—carried. , 

Mr Guin chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills 
reported, 

A bill supplementary to an act for the relief of James W. 
McGoflin and Hugh Stephenson, approved Jan’y 21st 1654. 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Hart, correctly engrossed. 

_ A bill for the relief of the heirs of George Wagner dec’d— 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2d time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Burroughs the rule was further suspended, 
bill read 3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the Senate adjourned till 3 
o’clock r. M. 


3 O’cLock P. M. 
Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 


Mr Hi!l chairman of the committee on claims and accounts, 
made the following reports: 

The committee on claims and accounts, to which was referred 
the petition of Willard Richardson, have maturely considered the 
Same and find that said Richardson, claims pay for surveying the 
county of Refugio in the year 1840 and 41, under and by the au- 
thority of an act of the Cengress of the late Republic of Texas 
requiring the several county surveyots to furnish a correet map 
of their respeetive counties. In order to make such a map of 
Refugio county, it was necessary to meander the coast from the 
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mouth of the Gandalupe to the mouth of the Nueces river, 


and alsc to meander said river, and in all respects according to 
the Colonization grant from the government of Mexico te Pow- 
erand Hurtson. The work was done under the specific instruc- 
tion of the Commissioners of the Land Office, J. P. Borden and 
fully recognized byhis successor Thomas Wm. Ward. This 
survey has been recognized as correct by all the departments of 
the government of the Republic and State of Texas, and especial- 
ly by the Supreme court. Mr Richardson has never received 
any compensation for said work, and the committee there- 
fore instruct me to report the accompanying bill, recommending 
its passage. 

A bill for the relief of Willard Richardson; read 1st time. 

The committee on claims and accounts, have’ considered the 
claim of the heirs of Wilson J. Riddle for goods sent with the 
Santa’ Fe expedition in 1841 and have instructed me to report, 
that from the evidence before us, it seems that by acts of former 
Legislatures some of the parties that sent goods with the expe- 
dition have been paid for the goods sent,.viz: Howard, Ogden 
and Jacques, and that the claims of Gallagher and Fitzgerald, 
have been audited as 3d class claims, but no appropriation has 
been made for their payment by the Legislature; it also appears 
from the affidavits of respectable persons, that the goods sent by 
Mr Riddle amounted to the sum claimed by his heirs, and Gen. 
Hugh McCleod stated to the committee that the government 
induced the citizens to send goods with the expedition in order, 
Ist to open a trade with Santa Fe, and 2d to have the use of 
the goods or their proceeds for the support of the expedition, if 
the same should be needed for that purpose; that he has every 
reason to believe that the goods sent by Mr Riddle amounted to 
the sum claimed for them, and that all the goods sent by the 
citizens were seut upon the same conditions. ‘They therefore 
recommend the passage of the bill: for the amount claimed, 
without interest, and hence, strike out all in the bill which 
proposes to allow interest on "the original sum. 

On motion of Mr’ Allen, a bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named, was taken up and read 2d time and passed to a 
ad reading. 

Mr Allen moved the further suspension of the rule—lost. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, a bill authorizing the trustees 
of the several school districts of Comal county to levy and col- 
lect a special tax for school purposes, was taken up and read 
lst time. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading. 
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On motion of Mr McCulloch the rule was further suspended ; 
bill ead 3rd time and passed. 

_ A message wag received from the House, informing the 
Senate that the House had passed the following bills, originating 
in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to provide for the purchase of a supply of the Texas 
Digest for the use of the State. 

A bill relinquishing to the counties the State tax for the years 
1856 and 1857. 

A bill to incorporate the ‘Terraqueous Transportation Com- 

an 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Charles S. Hardwick. » 

A bill to legalize the official aets of J. P. Dumas, as district 
surveyor of Grayson county. 

And a bill making appropriations for the use and support 
of the State Government, for the years 1856 and 1857, with 
amendments. 

Also, originating in the Hcuse: 

A Joint resolution, endorsing the action of Gen..W. L. Caz- 
neau, U.S. commissioner to Saint Domingo. 

A bill more particularly defining tle powers of Deputy 
Clerks. 

Also, a bill , (originating i in the Senate,) to detect and prevent 
fraudulent cer rtificates of publie debt, and provide for the col- 
lections of certain money due by the United Btates. 

Mr (ill, chairman of ‘the committee on claims and accounts, 
to which was referred the petition of Capt. D. M. Fulton, re- 
ported the accompanying bill for his relief, recommending its 
passage. 

A bill for the relief of D. M. Fulton ; read ist time. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Moscow, and define the 
powers and jurisdiction of said corporation ; read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended; bill 
read 2nd time and passed toa 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr Pedigo, the rule was further suspended ; 
bill read 3rd time and passed. . 

A biit more particularly declaring the powers of Deputy 
Clerks, read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Martin, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr Martin the rule was further suspended ; 
bill read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr Guinn offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Senate will meet at 7 o'clock on Mon- 
day morning, and adjourn at 10, A. M, of same day, to meet 
ag ain on the Ist Monday in J uly next. 
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` Laid on the table an motion of Mr Martin. 


On motion of Mr Grimes, a bill to change the names of Caro- 
line Boyd and Lucy Ann "Boyd, and to authorize Chas. B. 
Stewart to adopt them, was taken up and read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was suspended ; bill read 
2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was farther suspended ; 
bill read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr Doane moved to take from the table, a motion to reconsi- 
der the vote, rejecting a bill to muster into service minute men 
for the protection of the Frontier settlements—lost. 

' A joint resolution, in reference to the intercourse laws of the 
United States in reference to the sale of spirituous liquors among 
Indians ; read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Hord, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
2nd time. 

Mr Hord moved to amend, by striking out the enacting clause, 
and inserting, “Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas—carried, 4 

The bill was then passed to a 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rule was farther suspended ; bill 
read 8rd time and passed. 

A bill to incorporate Amberter Lodge, No, 42, of the I. O. O. 
F.; read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr ‘Taylor ot Houston, the rule was sus- 
pended ; bill read 2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading. ` 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Houston, the rule was further 
suspended ; bill read 3rd time and passed. by the following vote: 

Yras—Messrs Burroughs, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn 
- McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pir— 
key, Russell, Scott. ’Superviele, Tay!or of Cass, Taylor of Hous: 
ton, Truit, Whitaker and White—20. 

Navs—Messrs Weatherford and Wren—2. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Shepherd: read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended ; 
bill read 2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was further sus— 
pended; bill read 3rd time and passed by the following vote: 

Yuas—Messts Allen, Armstrong, Caldwell, Doane, Flana- 

gan, Grimes, Hill, McCulloch, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Scott, 
ee Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, 'i'aylor of Hous- 
ton, Troit, Whitaker, White and Wren—20. 

Navs—Messrs Burroughs, Guinn, Millican, PESI Russel 
and Weatherford—6, 
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The Senate refused to concur in the following amendments 
ói the House, to a bill making appropriations for the use and 
support of the State Government, for the years 1856 and 1857 ; 
viz: 

To the appropriation of $5,000, for apprehending and delivery 
of slaves within the State. 
To amount due Superintendent and Commissioners of the 
State Capitol, under the direction of the Governor, Comptroller, 

and Treasurer, $3,600. 

To amount due Ernest Raven for taking care of the Capitol, 
$57 75, 

For salary of Auditor, annually, $1,500. . 

For contingent expenses of Auditor's office, annually, and 
for amount advanced by G. B. Lamar, advanced to Santa Fe 
prisoners ; and concurred in all the other amendments of the 
touse. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen- 
ate, that the House had receded from its amendments to the 
appropriation bill, in which the Senate refused to concur. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, a Lill to incorporate the town of 
Bellville, was taken up and read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was suspended; the bill read 
2nd time and passed to a 3rd reading. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was further suspended ; bill 
read 3rd time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Allen, a bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named, was taken up; read 3rd time and passed. 

A bill to extend the time for procuring unconditional head- 
right certificates, where conditional certificates have heretofore 
been issued; read ist time. i l 
2 Russell moved to adjourn till Monday morning at 7 o’clock 
—1Jost. 

On motion of Mr Martin the Senate adjourned till 7 o’clock, 
P. M 


TAS 


7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate met—roll called—quorum present. 

A message was received from the House, informing the Senate 
of the passage of the following bills, originating in the House: 

A bill to amend an act to incorporate the town of Columbus, 
approved Feb. 8th, 1854. 

A bill to validate the election of the corporate officers of the 
town of Castroville, for the year 1853. - 

Anda bill for the relief of the heirs of Harvey Sanderson. 

Also, a bill, (originating in the Senate,) supplemental to an 
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act to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad, 
Company, passed by the sixth Legislature, with amendments, 
and that the House had appointed a committee; consisting of 
Messrs. Adrian, Dickson and Reeves, to wait upon the Gover- 
nor, and inform him that the Legislature will adjourn next 
Monday until the first Monday in July next, and requesting the 
appointment of a like committee on the part of the Senate.’ 

On motion of Mr Allen, the Senate concurred in the amend- 
ments of the House, to the bill supplemental to an act to incor- 
porate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacifice Railroad Company, 
passed by the sixth Legislature by a unanimous vote. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Harvey Sanderson, was-taken up and read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the rule was suspended ; 
bill read 2nd time and passed to a 8rd reading. 

On motion of Mr Lott, the rule was further suspended by the 
_ foilowing vote: . - 

Yuas—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Caldwell, Doane, Flana— 
gan, Grimes, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, 
Pirkey, Taylor of Cass. Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, 
Whitaker, White and Wren—20. 

Nayvs—Messrs Burroughs, Guinn, Hill, McDade and Milli- - 
can—5, l 

Mr Grimes moved to lay the bill on the table—lost. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, a bill supplemental to an act 
relating to the Indians of Texas, approved 6th of Feb. 1854— 
read first time. | 

On motion of Mr McCalloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read 2d time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. ` 

On motion cf Mr Truit, a bill for the relief of Bailey Lout 
was taken up, read 2d time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. i 
On motion of Mr. Truit, “ A Bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Wm. F. Stephenson” was takea up read 2d time and order- 

ed to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Truit the rule was suspended, bill read 3d 
Ame and passed. - 

On motion of Mr. Hill, “© A Bill to amend an Act to incor- 
porate the town of Columbus”—-was taken up and read Ist 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Hill the rule was suspended, bill read 2d 
time and passed toa 3d reading. __ 
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On motion of Mr, Hill the rule was further suspended, bill 
read 3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Weatherford, “A bill for the relief of 
“Phos. H. Mays” was taken up and read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr. Potter the rule was suspended, bill read 
2d time and passed to a 3d reading. 

On motion ot Mr. Weatherford, the rule was further sus- 
pended, bill read 3d time and passed, 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate that tho House had passed “ A bill for the relief of Mrs. 
Mary Williams, and her children.” A bill for the relief of 
G. B. Lamar” originating in the house—also a“ bill for the 
a of S. A. White,” originating in the Senate. 

ir. Potter offered the following resolution. 

Resolved That the thanks of the Senate are her eby tendered 
tothe Hon. H. R. Runnels, President of the Senate, for his 
gentlemanly demeanor towards the members of the Senate, and 
for the able and impartial manner in which he has presided 
over its deliberations ; adopted unanjmously. 

On motion of Mr Potter, a bill for the relief of G B Lamar, 
was taken.up and read first time. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read . 
second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read third time and passed. 

Mr Wren offered the following rcsolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required to 
procure the necessary copies of the code of laws as soon as they 
are printed, and send them by mail to each. member of the 
Senate to their respective Post Office. 

Mr Potter moved to strike out ‘code of a and insert 
“revised states”—carried. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr Palmer offered the following resolution : i 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required to 
make out and have printed, a list of all the bills which are pend- 
ing and which were passed into laws during the present ses- 
sion, and send a copy of the same to each member of the Senate. 

Mr Martin offered as a substitute < š 

Be it Resolved, That the Public Printer be and he is here- 
by required to publish by caption each and every law that may 
be passed by the present Legislature—rejected. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

A. bill for the relief of Thos H al a first time. 
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On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill read sec- 
ond time, and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Hill, ths rule was further suspended, bill 
read thiid time and passed. 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate that the House had passed a bill for the relief “of Simeon 
Hart, originating in the Senate—also a bill {to amend the cap- 
tion and thé 1st and 16th sections of an act to incorporate the 
Texas Western Rail Road company, approved 16th February, 
1852, with amendments. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the Senate concurred in the amend- 

ments of the bil] just reported, by the following vote: 

Yras— Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, ° McCulloch, ‘McDade, 
Maverick, Millican, Palmer , Pirkey, P otter, Scott, Taylor, of 
Houston, Truit, W eather ford and Whitaker—-29. ’: 

Narea Mosie Hord, M artin and Taylor, of Cass—38. 

Mr Hord moved to take from the table a motion to reconsid- 
er the vote rejecting A bill to provide for mustering into service 
minute men for the protection of the Western frontier. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Lavaca 
Navivation Company; read second time. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the bill was laid on the table 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives relative to the establishmennt’ of a new 
District Court of the United States for the territory west of the 
Pecostrives; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. - 

A message was received from the House informing the Sen- 
ate of the passage of a bill originating in the House, for the 
relief of Reese S Price. 

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
reported correctly engrossed, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William F Stephenson. 

A bill for the relief of Bailey Lout, 
| A bill to regulate Mustang chases west of the San Antonio 
| tiver; read first time. 

Mr Guinn moved a suspension of the rule—lost. , 

A bill for the relief of Reese D Price; read first time. 

Mr Guinn moved a suspension of the rule —lost. 

| Mr Guinn moved to take up the bill te regulate Mustang 
| chases west of the San Antonio river; carried—bill taken up, 
| read second time and passed to a third time. 

| On motion of Mr Hill the rule was suspended ; ae read third . 
| time and passed. 
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Un motion of Mr Martin, a bill for the relief of Reese D 
Price was taken up, rule suspended, read second time and pass- 
ed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr Martin the rule was further suspended ; bill 
read third time and passed. : 

Mr McCulloch offered the following resolution : 

Hesolved, That the Seeretary of the Senate be authorized to 
take charge of the Senate Chamber, books, papers, &c., belong- 
ing to the same, and take care of them during the recess of the 
Senate, for which he shall receive the sum of two hundred and 
fifty dollars for his services until the Senate meets in July next, 
to be paid out of the fund for the contingen,expenses of the — 
Senate—this resolution is not to add anything to the salary of 
said officer, if the bill passes to constitute him the keeper of 
the Capitol, &c. 

Mr Scott moved to amend by inserting after the word “ Sen- 
ate Ghamber,” the words “ Committee rooms and furniture ”— 
carried. a 

The resolution was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, a call of the Senate was ordered. 

Mr Allen, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, made 
the following report : 

The joint committee on enrolled bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, viz: 

A bill authorizing Archibald J. Leonard to erect a mill on, 
and construct a dam across the West Fork of Trinity river. 

A bill for the relief of Fred W. Moore, assignee of A.H. 
Cook. 

A billte pay assessors and collectors of taxes for taking the 
number of the scholastic population of their respective counties for 
the years 1854 and 1855. 

A bill to change the name of Julius Valentine Cook, to that of 
Richard Valentine Cook. 

A. bill to create the county of Live Oak, and attach it to the 
fourteenth judicial district. 

A bill to provide for the erection and furnishing’a fire proot 
building to be used asa General Land Office for the State of 
Texas. 

A bill toincorporate the town of Lexington. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Anderson county to 
transcribe into a bound book, to be procured by him for that pur- 
pose, all the records hereinafter named. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Rusk, in Cherokee county: 

A. bill to incorporate the Texas Christian College. 

A bill for the relief of William 8. Kennard. 
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A bill to incorporate Franklin College. 

A bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the use of 
the State department, the Executive, and the Attorney General 
of the State of Texas. 

A. bill for the relief of the heirs of George Wagner, deceased. 

A bill to detect and prevent the payment of frandul let certifi- 
cates of public debt, and to provide for the collection of certain 
money due by the United States, 

A bill supplemental to an act to incorporate the San Antonio 
and Mexican Gulf Rail Road, approved Sept. 5th, 1850, and the 
supplements. . 

A bill to create the county of Uvalde. 

A bill to authorize John H. White, a minor, to take charge of 
his estate, and jransact business as though he were twenty—one 
years of age. 

A bill to fix the salaries of the supreme and district courts, 

A bill to create Maverick county. 

A bill authorizing the county courts of this State to grant li- 
cence for the retail of spiritnous, vinous, and intoxicating liquors, 
in quantities less than a quart, and imposing a licence for such 
privilege. 

2 bill. more particularly describing the powers of deputy 
clerks. 

A bill for the relief of certain persons therein named, and find 
them correctly enrolled, properly signed, and this day submitted 
to the Governor. 

On motionof Mr Grimes, the Senate adjourned till 7 o’clock 


Monday morning. 


Mowpay, Feb. 4th, 1856. 
The Senate was called to erder by the President, pursuant to 
adjournment. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Roll called—quorum present. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Allen Chairman of the committe on enrolled bills made 


the following report— 

‘The joint committee on enrolled bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Shepherd. 


A bill for the relief Thos H. Mays. 
A bill authorizing the trustees of the severai schoo! districts 


of Comal county to levy and collect a special tax for school 
purposes, 50 
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A bill to > change thenames of Caroline Boyd & Lucy Ann Boyd 
to Caroline Boyd Stewart, and Lucy Ann Boyd Stewart; and to 
authorize Charles B. Stewart to adopt said Caroline and Luey 
Ann with power to devise to them such portions of his estate as 
he may ‘chose. 

A bill to incorporate Linden Academy. 

A bill to amend the caption and the first and sixteenth section 
of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Rail Road Com- 
pany, approved Feb. 16th 1852. 

A bill for the relief of S. A. White. 

A bill for the relief of Reese D. Price. 

A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Memphis, 
El Paso and Pacific Rail Road company. 

A bill to legalize the official acrs of J. P. Dumas, District 
Surveyor of Grayson county. 

A bill to incorporate the terraqueous transportation company. 

A bill to incorporate the city of Austin. 

A bill providing a remedy for persons. wishing tochange their 
christian and sirnames, or either, and to adopt another instead 
thereof. . ‘. 

A bill to regulate Mustang chases west of San Antonio river, 

A bill for the reliet of G. B. Lamar. 

A bill making an appropriation for the use and support of 
the State government for the year 1856 and 1857. 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Hart, 

A bill for the relief Harvey Sanderson’s heirs. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Charles S. Hardwick. 

A bill to restore land sold for taxes and purchased by the 
State. to the former owners on certain conditions. 

A bill to incorporate the Jefferson and Daingerfield Railroad 
company. 

A bill relinquishing to the counties the State tax for the years 
1856 and 1857. 

A bill to inoorporate the town of Tyler in Smith county. 

A bill supplementary to an act relating to the Indians of 
Texas, approved February 6th, 1854. 

A bill to incorporate Amberter Lodge No. 42 of the i. 0. 
O. F. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting ou! 
Representatives to procure the passage of an act of Congress 
for the establishment of a branch of the United States District 
Court in the State of Texas, west of the Pecos river. < 

A bill to incorporate the town of Bellville. 

All of which are correctly enrolled and properly signed, and 
have this day been presented to the Governor. 


| 


- 


~ 
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A bill supplementary to an act making provisions for running 
| and marking the boundary line between the State of Texas and 
| the territory of the of the United States of America. 

| A bill defining the counties composing the 3d judicial dis- 
| trict, and the time of holding the courts therein. 

A bill to better define the Western boundary line of Grayson 
Í county, and the Eastern boundary line of Cooke county. 

| <A bill for the relief of Basil Durbin. 


A bill to provide for the purchase of the Texas Digest, for the , 


use of the State. | 
| “A bill to incorporate Larissa College. 

A bill to re-organize the 2d judicial district, and fix the times 
| of holding the courts therein. 

Joint resolution approving the vote of Thomas J. Rusk, and 
I disapproving the vote of Sam Houston upon the Kansas Nebras- 
| ka act, i 

| A bill to incorporate the town of Dallas. 

A bill creating the- county of Young. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the assessor and collector of 
Tarrant county, to collect the taxes now assessed in the former 
territory of Tarrant county, and now Parker county, and pay 
over the same tothe county treasurer of said county of Parker. 

A bill to create Kinney county. 

A bill to repeal an act entitled, and act to incorporate the Ty- 
ler University, in the town of Tyler, Smith county, and to in- 
| corporaté the same. — l 
| A message was received from the Governor transmitting the 
following communication : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

| Austin, Texas, Feb. 4th, 1850. } 

| Gentlemen of the Senate, 

: and House of Representatives. 

| The following acts and resolutions of the Legislature have 
B been presented to me for approval previous to the time of writ- 
Bing this, viz: 

| 1. An act to amend an act to incorporate the Jefferson Rail- 
Broad company. 7 


2 An act entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 


‘incorporate the city of San Antonio, approved January 14th, 
1849, > 

| 8 An act for the relief of Albricht Gehrke. 

| 4 Joint resolution approving the Compromise of 1850 and 

[Kansas and Nebraska act. ‘ | 

$ 5 Joint resolution for an election in Cherokee and Angelina 
counties, 


# 


- 


y 
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6. An act for the relief of the Hon. A. W. C. Hicks, Judge 
of the fifth Judicial District. 

T. An act to create the county of Parker. 

8. An Act to make valid surveys made by the county sur- 
veyorof Vanzandt county. 

9. An act legalizing the creation of Vanzandt county. 

10. Anact to allow Clinton Thompson, a minor to take pos- 
session and control of his estate, and to transact business, as 
though he was of full age. 

1}. An act to incorporate Powder Horn, Bayou and Mata- 
gorda Bay dredging company. 

12. An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to incor- 
porate the town of Lagrange in the County of Fayette. 

13. An act making appropriations to pay the expenses of 
volunteers called into the service of the State, for the pro- 
tection of the frohtier, and for other volunteer services. 

14. An act to fix the salary of the Governor. 

15. An act to change the sixth and ninth Judicial Districts 
of the State of Texas, and to define the time of holding courts 
therein. 

16. An act to regulate the sessions of the Supreme court. 

17. An act to create the sixteenth Judicial District, and de- 
fine the time of holding courts therein. 

18. Anact making an appropriation of ten thousand dollars, 
to defray the coutingent expenses of the sixth Legislature. 

19. An act to authorize the county court of Dallas county 
to levy an additional tax for the purpose of building a court 
house. 

20. An act to change the name of Martha R. Eppinger te 
Martha R. Bonner. ` 

21." An act to validate an election tobe heldin the fourteenth 
Representative district, composed of the counties of Cass and 
Titus. 

22. An act for the relief of Harrison county. . 

23, An act granting the consent of the State of Texas, to the 
the United States, to construct break-waters, jettys, dams, and 
other improvements on the coast of Texas. 

24. An act for the relief of John W. Tyler. 

25. An act to authorize agents and attorneys at law to make 
affidavits in certain cases. ‘ | 

26. An act to authorize the clerk of the county court ol 
Washington county to transcribe certain records therein named. 

27. An act making an appropriation for the per diem pay 
and mileage of the sixth Legislature, and the per diem pay 0i 
the officers of the same. : 
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28. An act to incorporate the Texas and New Orleans Tele- 
graph company. 
_ 29. An act supplementary to an act to change the sixth ans 
ninth Judicial districts,and to define the time of holding conrts 
therein. 

30). An act to incorporate the town of Cameron in the county 
of Millam. l 

31. An act to re-organize the eight Judicial District, and de- 
fine the time of holding courts therein. 

82. An act for the relief of Ira B. Dement. 

83. Anact to provide for the payment of six companies of 

mounted volunteers that were called into the service of the 
State of Texas on the first day of November, a. p. 1854, under 
a requisition of Brevet Major General Persifer F.Smith, and 
to pay the expenses incurred by said companies. 

34. An act to provide for a special election for Judge in the 
first Judicial District.- 

35. An act for the relief of the heirs, assignees, and vendees 
of William F. Allison, deceaseu. 

86. An act to establish the western boundary line of Tyler 
county, X : 

37. An act to define the time of holding the Distriet courts in 
the thirteenth Judicial District. 

38. An act for the relief James W. Reed.- 

39. An act to incorporate the town of Chappell Hii. 

40. An act to permit certain persons of color freed, claiming 
to have been the property of Gabriel Moore, late of Alabama, 
to remain in the county of Harrison; State of Texas, for two 
years after the suit now pending in said county to establish their 
freedom, shall have been decided. 

41. An act amending, aud supplementary to an act amending, 
and supplementary to an act to Incorporate the Henderson and 
Burkeville, Railroad company,approved January 27th,a. D. 1854 

42. An act supplementary to an act entitied an act to incor- 
porate the Sulpher Fork Turnpike company. 

43, An act to remove the Land oflice of Milam land District 
from Cameron in Milam county to Belton in Bell county. 

44, An act to establish and incorporate a literary institntion, 
under the supervision and control of the Eastern Texas confer- 

ence, located at or near the town of Gilmer, in Upshur county. 

45. An act forthe relief of Benjamin F. Benton. 

46. An act to incorporate the town of Linden, in Cass county. 

47. An act for the relief of E. M. Thomason, William W. 
Byers; Richard T. Barrett, and John C. Clark. 

“&.£ An act supplementary to an act entitled, an act to incor- 
perate the town of LaGrange, inthe county of Fayette, 
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49. An act to create the fifteenth Judicial District, provide for 
the election ofa Judge and District Attorney thereof, and de- 
fine the time of holding courts therein. 

50. An act for the relief of certain sheriffs therein named. 

51. An act to authorize the Comptroller to issue duplicates of 
certain lost certificates of stock on certain conditions. 

52. An act to define the seventh Judicial District, and the 
time of holding courts in the same. 

53, An act to incorporate the Brazoria county Insurance 
company. 

54. An act authorizing the transfer of certain stock bonds on 
certain conditions. 

55. An act for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Thomas 
Williams. 

56. An act to permit the city of Houston to levy a special 
tax for railroad purposes. 

57. An act for the relief of the Galveston and Red River | 
Railway company, and supplementary to the several acts incor- 
porating said company. 

58. Joint resolution appropriating five thousand five hundred 
and fifty eight dollars and seventy cents, to meet certain expen- 
a made for the Penitentiary. 

. An act for the reliet of ©. M. Goolsby. 

80. An act conferring power on county eonrts, and town and 
corporate authorities, to establish quarantine regulations. 

61. An act to amend an act, supplementary to an act to estab- 
lish the Galveston, Harrison, and Houston Railroad company, 
approved January 10th, 1854. 

62. An act for the purchase of a site, and erection of a store 
and ware house, and other purposes. 

63. An act creating the county of Wise. 

64. An act to create the county of Erath. 

65. An acf to incorporate the city of Marshall. 

66. An act confirming headright grants of land lying on the 
boundary line of Austin’s colony and Robertson’s colony. 

67. An act supplementary to an act to define the time of 
holding the district courts in the thirteenth Judicial District. 

68. ‘An act for the relief of Blizabeth Jones, deceased. 

69. An act to create the county of Comanche. 

70. An act toincorporate LaGrange Lodge, No. 30, of the 
ie eee pare Order of Odd Fellows. 

71. An act to create the county of Atascosa, 

72, An act to legalize the official acts of John H. Smither, as 
clerk of the district court of Bowie county. ™ 

73. An act for the relief of Kindallis Bryan, Sheriff wi Lib- 
erty county. 
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74. An act for the relief of Thomas D. Cayce, and Sarah 
White. 

75. An act to create the county of Bandera. Toe 

76. An act for the relief of Richard A. Pewdrell. 

77. An act to change the name of Susan P. Cannon to that 
of Susan P. Cook. f 

T8. An act to authorize the county court of Travis to lay and 
collect a special tax. 

79. An act to create the county of Kerr. 

80. An act for the-relief of Collin McKinney. 

81. An actto confirm the titles of certain pre-emption settlers 
within the limits of Peters’ colony. 

82. An act to incorporate the town of Texana. 

83. An act to authorize and require the county court of the 
county of Brazoria to establish, discontinue, and regulate pri- 
vate and public roads in said county, and to cause public roads 
and bridges to be constructed and kept in good order.. 

_ 84. An actto incorporate the Henderson Female College. 

” 85. An act to incorporate the John M. Gibson Lodge, No. 13 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, located in the town 
of Marshall, Harrison county, Texas. 

83. An act to incorporate Walker Lodge No. 13, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

87. An act for the relief of George L. Bledsoe. 

88. An act supplementary to an act to establish and incorpor- 
ate the College of DeKalb, approved 26th January, 1839. 

89, An act denating to Mrs. Elizabeth Crockett one league of 
land. 

90, An act to provide for the liquidation and settlement of 
certain meritorious claims therein named, 

91. An act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to perform certain duties therein named. 

92. An act to authorize and require certain snits pending in 
the District Courts in and for the counties of Hill and Ellis, to 
be transferred to the county of Johnson. 
~ 93, An act to create the county of Lampasas. 

94. An act to define the Fourth Judicial District, and to pre- 
scribe thetime of holding courts therein. 

95. An act for the relief George Robinson. 

96. An act to incorporate the Memphis, El Paso and Pacific 
Railroad company. 

97. An act to amend the seventh section of anact to provide 
for the payment of six companies of mounted volunteers, that 
were mustered into the service of the State of Texas, on the 
first day of November, a. D. 1854, under a requisition of Brevet 
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Major General Percifor F. Smith, and to pay the expenses in- 
curred by said companies, approved 14th of January, 1856. 

98. An act to incorporate the Washington county Railroad 
company. . 

99. An act to create the county of Cibolo. 

100. An act for the relief of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and 
Colorodo Railroad company, or their assignees in certain cases. 

101. An act for the relief of Jesse Dean. 

102. An act to incorporate Soule University. 

108. An act to defiue the time of holding the district courts 
inthe county of Cameron. 

104. An act giving the assent of the Stateof Texas to an 
act to provide forthe payment of such creditors of the late. Re- 
public of ‘Texas as are comprehended in the act of Congress of 
September nine, eighteen hundred and fifty, which was passed 
af the second session of the thirty-third Congress of the United 
States,and approved February twenty eighth, eighteen hundred 
anc filty-tive. ` l 

105. An act to create the county of San Saba. 

106. An act amendatory to an act concerning crimes and 
punishments, approved 20th March, 1848. _ 

107. An act forthe relief of James Tarlton. 

108, An act to change the name of Margaret Catharine Burk 
to Margaret Catiiarine Moore. i 

- 109. An act for the relief of Henry Patrick. 

110. An act for the relief of George W. Shelton. 

111. An act to create the county of Llano. 

112. An act to incorporate the Trinity Valley Railroad com- 
pany. 

113. An act for the relief of Com, E. W. Moore. 

114. An act for the relief of George H. Burroughs. 

- 115. An act granting Pelican Island, in Galveston Bay, to the 
corporation of the city of Galveston. 

116. Joint resolution granting leave of absence to Joel L. 
Ankrim, judge of the 11th judicial district. 

117. An act defining the counties composing the 3d judicial 
district, and the time of holding the same. 

118. An act to change the name of Julius Valentine Cook, to 
that of Richard Valentine Cook. : 

119. An act to pay assessors and collectors of taxes for taking 
the number of the scholastic population of their respective 
counties, for the yeas 1854 and 1855. - 

120. An act for the relief of Fred W. Moore, assignee of A, 
H. Cook. - 
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121. Anact authorizing Archibald F. Leonard to erect a milf 
on, and construct adam across the West Fork of Trinity river. 

122, An act to provide for the erection and furnishing a fire 
proof building to be used as a General Land Office for the State 
of Texas. 

123. An act to incorporate the town of Lexington. 

124, An act to authorize the clerk of the county court of An- 
las county to transcri!e into a boand book, to be procured 

by him for that purpose, all the records hereinafter named. 

125. An act supplementary to an act entitled, an act making 
provision for rnnning and marking the boundary line between 
the State of Tene, ‘and the territories of the United States of 
America. 

126. An act to better define the Western boundary line of 
Grayson county, and the Eastern boundary line of Cook county. 

127. An act to create the county of Live Oak, and attach it to 

the 14th judicial district. 
| _ 128. An act to provide for the purchase of a supply of the 
Texas Digest, for the use of the State. 

129. An act for the relief of Basil Durbin. 

130. An act to incorporate Larissa College. 

131. Joint resolution on the Kansas and Nebraska act. 

132. An act to re-organize the 2d judicial district, and fix the 
time of holding the courts therein. 

133. An act to incorporate the Texas Christian College. 

134. An act for the relief of the heirs of George Wagner, 
deceased. 

135. An act to Incorporate the town of Rusk, in’ Cherokee 
county. 

PA An act to repeal an act entitled, an act to incorporate the 
Tyler University in the town of Tyler, county of Smith, and to 
ne the same. 

137. Antact to create the county of Kinney. 

138. An act authorizing and requiring the assessor and col- 
| lector ot Tarrant county, to collect the taxes now assessed in 
| the former territory of Tarrant county and now Parker county, 
| and pay over the same to the county Treasurer of said county 
I of Parker. 
| 1389. An act creating the county of Young. 

140. An act to incorporate the town of Dallas. 

| 141. An act for the relief of the heirs at law of William 
| Stephens Kennard. 

: 42, An act to incorporate the Franklin College. 

| 148. An act to provide a permanent and safe building for the 
| tse of the State Department, the Executive and the Attorney 
| General of the State of Texas. 
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144. An act to authorize John H. White a minor, to take 
charge of his estate and transact business as though he were 
of age. 

145. An act authorizing the county courts of this State to 
grant licenses for the retail of spirituous,vinous and intoxicating 
liquors,,in quanties less than a quart, and imposing a license 
tax for such privilege. i 

146. An act to fix the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme 
and Districts courts. a 

L47. An àct to detect and prevent the payment of fraudu- 
lant certificates of Publie Debt, and to provide for collection 
of certain money due by the United Siates. 

148. An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the San. 
Antonio and Mexican Gulf Ra:lroad, approved September 5th, 
1850, and the supplements thereto. 

149. An act more particularly declaring the duties of Deputy 
Clerks. 

#50. An act to create Maverick county. 

151. An act to create the county of Uvalde. 

152. An act for the relief of certain persons therein named. 

158. An act to amend the caption and the first and sixteenth 
sections of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Railroad 
Company, approved February 16th, 1852. 

154. An act to legalize the official acts of J. P. Dumas 
District Surveyor of Grayson county. 

155. An act to incorporate the Linden Academy. 

156. An actsupplementary to an act to incorporate the Mem- 
phis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad company passed by the sixth 
Legislature. 7 

157. An act for the relief of Wm. M. Shepherd. 

158, An act for the relief of S. A. White. 

159. An act for the relief of Rees D. Price. 

160. An act for to change the name of Caroline Boyd and 
Lucy Ann Boyd to Caroline Boyd Stewart and Lucy Ann Boyd 


Stewart, and to authorize Charles B. Stewart to adopt said Car- | 


oline and Lucy Ann with power to devise to them such por- 
tions of his estate as he may chose. 

161. An act for the relief of Thomas H. Mays. 

162. An act authorizing the ‘Trustees of the several school 
Districts of Comal county to levy and collect a special tax for 
school purposes. | 

163. An act for the relief of G. B. Lamar. 

164. An act for the relief of Harvey Sanderson’s heirs. 


——— 
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Of these acts and resolutions, those numbered I2, 40, 41, 50, 


63 and 99, have been returned without my approval to the 


| 


| 
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House, in which they respectively origi nated, together with my 
objections to them. Those numbered 101, 112, 119, 121, 141, 
148, 149, 152, 153, 155, 158, and 159, I have not had time to 
examine with that deliberation I desire, before final action upon 
them. All the other acts and resolutions have been approved, 
or have become operative by lapse of time. Those not finally 
acted on up to this time, will be approved in time to be printed 
with the other laws, if no serious objections are entertained to 
` them. If they are not approved they will be returned to the 
House in which they originated at the adjourned session. 

I learn that many Bills and Resolutions have passed both 
Houses which have not yet been presented to me. As they come 
in, I shall approve of such as I can, and return the others to the 
Legislature when it meets in July next. 

E. M. PEASE. 


On wotion of Mr. Potter, the Secretary of the Senate was 
instructed to have two hundred and fifty copies of the captions 
of the acts passed at the present session of the Legislature, 
printed and distributed among the members of the Senate. 

Mr. Taylor of Cass moved that the Senate adjourn, until the 
first Monday in July next, at 12 o’clock, when 

The President addressed the Senate as follows— 

SENATORS : — Before announcing the result of the motion 
which has been made, justice to my own feelings and to this bo- 
dy claim for me the freedom of a tew remarks ; an occasion so 
appropriate, I cannot permit to pass without offering you my 
‘warmest congratulations for the harmony and kind feeling 
which has at all times manifested itself in your deliberations. 
Atthe same time I wonld return my most sincere thanks for 
the deference and courtesy which has at all tines been shown 
me since the commencement of my official connec- 
tion with you. It has been no ordinary cause of gtat- 
ifeation and pleasure to me to recognize amongst you 
many of these with whom I first entered on the theatre of 
political life, and still again those with whom I have been as- 
sociated in every consecutive term it has been my fortune to 
serve. Another cause of gratification is the resolution I find 
on my table affording evidence of continued confidence and re- 
gard, Ihave only in return to offer assurance that long as time 
shall last and gratitude remain a redeeming virtue of our na- 
tures, associations past and present will be treasured in deep 
memory and deeper still as times unyielding tide shall day by 
day sweep the sands of life from beneath our feet. 

My fondest hope is that in returning to your homes you 
may be able to present the record of your actions undefiled 
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that with eonsciences pure as ermine—radiant and glowing af 
the spangled Heavens above us, that reward may be yours to 
whick loftiness of purpose and the most exalted virtue alone can 
entitle you. : 

In this hour of our separation let ns remember that there are 
many of our former co-laborers and associates who have been 
swept away by the unrelenting hand of time, that lifes’s tenure 
isbeyord our control, and that inthe fulness of His providence 
it is left to God alone to work all things to the end His wisdom 
has appointed. I now pronounce the Senate adjourned until 
the first Monday in July next. 


EXECUTIVE JOURNALS 
Of the Senate of the Sixth Legislature of the State ef Texas, 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1855. 
The following communications were received from ‘the Gov- 
ernor; 
ExrcuTIvE OFFICE, l 
Austin, Nov. 23, 1855. 
To the Honorable Senate : 

GrentLEMEN—I have made the following ap- 
pointments of Commissioners of Pilots, since the adjournment 
of the last Legislature, to which I respectfully ask your advice 

and consent, viz: 
For the Port of Galveston: 
Joseph J Hendley, appointed Februa y 12th, 1855. 


Stacy B Lewis, s 
A P Lufkin, z - : 5 
J W Jockusch, Ao i y u 
E. M. PEASE. 


EXEcuUTIVE OFFICE, 
Austin, Nov. 23, 1835. 
To the Honorable 


the Senate of the State of Texas : 

I have made the following appointments of .*: staries Public, 
to which I respectfully ask your advice and consent: 

Austin County, John O’Brien, vice W Lewis, whose term ex- 
pired, Joseph G Boone, vice R M Hanray, dec’d. 

Anderson County, Robert K Gaston, vice S W Dalton, who 
was appointed during the recess of the Senate, James M Perr Y, 
vice John G Gooch, who was appointed duri ing the recess of the 
Senate. 

Bastrop County, Elias J Jones, an original appointment, G 
C McGinniss, vice Joseph O’Connor, who. wasappointed duri ing 
the recess of the Senate, E P Petty, vice: L C Cunningham, who 
was Ta during the recess of the Senate, J obn Pennel, 
vice Neill Blue, resigned. 

Bexar County, P L Buquor, vice J L Hewitt, who was ap- 
pointed during the recess of the Senate, O E J efferson, vice W 
H Cleveland, who was elected to the Legislature. 

Bowie County, John Loop, re-appointed, r T Estes, an ori- 
ginal appointment. 


' 
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Brazoria County, Samuel A Tousey, re-appointed, William - 
M Brown, vice Hal G Runnels, left the County. 


Cherokee County, CF Jay, vice R J Jennings, resigned. 
Collin County, George White, an original appointment. 


Comal County, N S Rector, an original appointment, Theo- 
dore Koester, an original appointment, George H Judson, re- 
appointed. 

Cooke County, R W B Oliver, an original appointment. 

Coryell County, Andrew B Burleson, an original appoint-- 
ment. 

Colorado County, E J Benzano, re-appointed, Thomas W 
Harris, an original appointment, O B Crenshaw, an original 
appointment. 

Burleson County, John M Nash, an original appointment, 
Titas H Mundine, an original appointment, Landay Shoemake, 
vice Peter Mullens, resigned. 

Dallas County, EH P Nicholson, vice A G Walker, resigned, 
George W Baird, re-appointed, John Taylor, vice John Grey, 
appointed during the recess of the Senate, Thomas “oats, vice 
-T C Haupe, appointed during the recess of the Senate. 

Denton County, William J Dwyer, an original appointment, 
George Haverhill, an original appointment, Otis G Welch, an 
original appointment. 

DeWitt County, James P McCulloch, vice WS Stapp, re- 
signed. 

Ellis County, Valentine Sevier, an original appointment. 

Falls County, R W Scott, an original appointment. 

l Foo County, Roswell W Lee, vice Samuel Erwin, re- 
signed. 

Fayette County, Willis P Darby, vice W A Adams, U Greg- 
ory, vice W P Smizh, resigned. - 

Fort Bend County, William E Kendall, vice J H Massey, 
deed, Henry B Van Pelt, an original appointment, Eustace 
Cook, vice Emmet Jones, who tailed to qualify. 

Freestone County, John Campbell, vice James Campbell. 

Galveston County, Edward 'T Austin, vice Henry Austin, 
resigned, James P Nash, re-appointed, E P Hunt re appointed, 
James Welch re-appointed. 

Gillespie County, Adolph Assig, vice F Wrede, resigned. 

Goliad County, Samuel McKinney, vice John Lawter, ap- 
pointed during the recess of the Senate. 

Gonzales County, Alanson F Chenault, an original appoint- 
ment, Charles Mason, an original appointment, Everitt Lewis, 
vice W Hess Jones, resigned. ; 
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Grimes County, Alfred S Richardson, an original appoint- 
ment. Uriah F Case, re-appointed. | 

Guadalupe County, William M Rust, an original appoint- 
ment, Jacob DeCordova, an original appointment. 

Harris County, Augustus C Daws, re-appointed, Sugars Tur- 
ner, vice A. 8 Ruthven, resigned. 

Harrison County, Casey Askew, re-appointed, William R 
McAdams, re-appointed. 

Hays County, A G Campbell, an original appointment, Wm 
DeWoody, an original appointment. 

Henderson County, James M Deen, vice C R Saunders, Wm 
Cook, viee Ichabod Adams. 

Hunt County, Alfred T Howell, vice J R Ruble. 

Hill County, James O Toole, an original appointment, Wm 
' Veale, an original appointment, Wm L Boothe, an original ap- _ 
pointinent. 

Jackson County, Henry D Starr, an original appointment. 
* Jefferson County, Otis McGaffey, an original appointment, 
Orin Brown, vice J W Shipman,resigned, William Lewis,an ori- 
ginal appointment, William P Henry, an original appointment. 

Johnson County, Joel Henry Dyer, an original appointment. 

Kaufman County, John O-Heath vice C Cobb. 

Karnes County, E M Walker, an original appointment. 

Lavaca County, C Ballard, re-appointed. 

Leon County, William D Wood, vice J W Durant. 

Liberty County, James Jackson, vice W Chambers, whose 
term expired, William P Cannon, vice A B Jones, Hugh M 
Farrier, an original appointment, William J Mills, vice Ed- 
ward A Stocking, resigned. . 

Madison County, A A Abecrombie, an original appointment. 

Matagorda County, Albert Wadsworth, re-appointed. 

Medina County, George H Noonan, vice J, Paul, resigned. 
_ Milam County, Columbus Upson, an original appointment. 
William R Arrick, an original appointment, John A Buekholts, 
vice Charles Buckholts, res:gned. . 

McLennan County, Richard Cooke, re-appointed, M D Her- 
ring, an original appointment. | 

Nacogdoches County, H C Hancock, vice Samuel H Turell, 
resigned, William F: Hyde, an original appointment. 

Navarro County, George M Hogan, re-appointed, Presley 
Donaldson, an origianal appointment. 

Nueces County, Edward R- Mosley, vice JS Dillon, dec’d. 
Walter Merriman, re-appointed, James Myers, an original ap- 
pointment, W 8 Patterson, vice Hiram Riggs, dec’d. . 

Orange County, William Myers, vice A H Reading, W B 
Ellis, an original appointment, 
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Panola County, Isaac Taylor, an original appointment, Wm 
Cornelius, vice Joshua Cherry, removed from the county. 

Red River County, W H Gill, vice A M Crooks, James M 
Bivens, an original appointment. . 

Robertson County, Francis L Barziza, re-appointed 

Sabine County, Joseph A Whittlesey, vice J H Brown. 

Smith County, William L Pond, vice Samuel L Earl, re- 
signed, C A Williams, vice R B Wells, resigned, Rufus R 
Collier, vice Isaac W Engledo w, who was appointed during the 
recess of the Senate. 

San Patricio County, John Sullivan, an original appoint- 
ment. ; 

San Augustine County, Tate Robinson, an original appoiat- 
ment. 

Shelby County, Samuel McAdams, vice Robert W Perry, 
deceased. i 

Starr county, James L Rudolph, vice P Doddridge, L F 
Jameson, vice Vale, © H Vandusen, vice RW Davis, Noalt 
Cox, vice Ferguson. 

Titus County, E G Rogers, vice S W Turner, Malcom Bolin, 
vice L lı Gordon. 

Victoria County, James Ingram, re-appointed, ` George F 
Rogers, vice Thomas Sterne, who was appointed during the 
recess of the Senate, George M Read, vice Joseph H Stanley, 
left the county. ) 

Upshur County, J R Strickland, vice M F Lock, John Ellis, 
vice Camp, J C Marshall, an original appointment. 

Washington County, Benjamine F Rucker, vice J G Searcy, 
resigned. 

Waiker County, J H Murray, vice F Mersfelder, resigned, G 
A Wyser, an origina! appointment. 

Wharton County, Robert Caldwell, an original appointment. 

Wood County, Gilbert S Matthews, vice Harman Husband, 
John Deavours, vice William Wilburn. 

Williamson County, J P Gorman, vice M F Sims, John © 
Kaskey, vice A J Mackey, A J Strickland, vice Ben} Gooch, 
resigned. E. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the nominations were made the 
order of the day for Monday, the 3d day ‘of Dec. next. 

Monpay, Dec. 8rd, 1855. 

The communication of the Governor, making nominations of 
commissioners of Pilots, read and on motion of Mr Potter, laid 
on the table. . 

The nominations for Notaries Public were on motion of Mr 
Taylor of Cass, laid on the table until Monday the 17th inst. 
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The following nominations for Notaries Public were confirm- 
ed by the Senate: 
For Bastrop County, Elias J Jones, © O McGinnis, E N | 
Petty and John Pennel. , 
For Bexar County, P L Buquor and C E Jefferson. 
For Bowie County, John Loop and B T Estes. 
For Brazoria County, Samuel A Tousey and Wm M Brown. 
For Cherokee County, CF Jay. 
For Collin County, George White. 
For Comal County, N S Rector, Theodore Koester and Geo 
H Judson. 
For Dallas County, E P Nicholson, George W Baird, John 
Taylor and Thomas Coats. 
For Denton County, George Haverhill and Otis G Welch. 
For Falls County, R W Scott. 
For Fannin Countv, Roswell W Lee. l 
_ For Fort Bend County, William E Kendall, Henry B Van 
Pelt and Gustave Cook. | 
For Freestone County, John Campbell. 
For Galveston County, Edward T Austin, James P Nash, E 
P Hunt and James Welch. 
For Gillespie county, Adolphus Assig. 
-For Gonzales County, Alanson F Chenault, Charles Mason 
and Everitt Lewis. 
For Grimes County, Alfred S Richardson and Uriah F Case. 
“« Guadalupe County, William M Rust and Jacob De- 
Cordova. . 
' For Harris County, Augustus O Daws and Sugars Turner. 
“ Harrison county, Casey Askew and Wm R McAdams. 
“ Hays county, A G Campbell and Wm DeWoody. 
Henderson county, James M Deen and Wm Cook. 
“ Hnnt county, Alfred T Howell. 
“ Hill county, James O Tool, William Veale and William 
L Booth. 
For Jefferson county, Otis McGaffey, William Lewis, Wm 
P Hening and Orin Brown. 
For Johnson county, Joel Henry Dyer. 
* Leon ceunty, William D Wood. . 
'« Liberty county, James Jackson Wm P Cannon, Hugh 
M Farrier and Wm J Milks. 
For Madison county, A A Abercrombie. 
“ Matagorda county, Albert Wadsworth. 
“ Medina county, George H Noonan. 
« Milam county, Columbus Upson, Wm R Arrick and 
John A Buckholts. 5i 
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For McLennan county, Richard Coke and M D Herring. 
“ Nacogdoches county, H C Hancock and Wm F Hyde. 
“ Navarrocounty, George M Hogan and Presley Donaldson. 
“ Orange county, William Myers and W B Ellis. 
“ Panola county, Isaac Taylor and Wm Cornelius. 
“© Red River county, Wm H Gill end James M Bivens. 
“ Robertson county, Francis L Barzizu. T 
“ Sabine county, Joseph A Whittlesey. 
“ San Augustine county, Tate Robinson. 
“ Shelby county, Samuel McAdams. 
“ Titus eonnty, E G Rogers and Malcom Bolin. 
« ‘Victoria county, James Ingram, George F Rogers and 
George M Reed. - 

For Upshur county, J R Strickland, John Ellisand J C 
Marshall. 

For Washington county, Benjamin F Rucker. 

“ Wood county, Gilbert S Mathews and John Deavours. 
“ Williamson county, J P Gorman, John C Kaskey and A 
J Strickland. 

On motion of Mr Palmer, the remaining nominations for 
Notaries Public were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the nominations for Commissioners 
of Pilots for the Port of Galveston were taken trom the table 
and confirmed. 7 . 

Fripay, Dee. 21, £855. 
A message was received from the Governor, through his 
private Secretary, transmitting the following communieation: 
' — Executive Office. 
Austin, Dec, 21, 1855. 
To the Honorable the Senate 
of the State of Texas: 

I have re-appointed Edward Clark, Esq., Secretary of State, 
to which I respectfully ask your advice and consent. 

E. M. PEASE, 

On motion of Mr Grimes, the rale requiring nominations to 
be laid over to a fature day was suspended and the nomination 
of ‘Mr Clark unanimously confirmed. 

i TpEspAy, Jan. 8, 1856. 

On motion of Mr Lott, the nominations for Notaries Public 
were taken up, and the following nominations were confirmed : 

For Austin County, Joseph G Boone. 

“ Cooke “ RW B Oliver. 

“ Coryell “ Andrew B Burleson. - SO 

“ Colorado “ Thomas W Harris and O B Crenshaw. 

“ Burleson “ John M Nash, Titus H Mundine and 
Landay Shoemake. : 
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< Ellis Valentine Sevier. 
“ Fayette “ U Greggory. 
“ Goliad “ Samuel McKinney. 
Jackson “ Henry D Starr. 
“ Kaufman “ John O Heath. 
« Karnes “ E M Walker. 
« Lavaca “ C Ballard. 
“ Smith “ Wm L Pond and Rufus R Collier. 
“ Walker “ = James H Murray and G A Wyser. 
“« Wharton “ Robert Caldwell. 
Qn motion of Mr Hill, the nomination of John O’Brien for 
Notary Public for Austin County was rejected. 
On motion of Mr Hill, the nomination of E J Benzano for 
Notary Public for Colorado county was rejected. 
On motion of Mr Allen, William J Dwyer for Notary Publte 
for Denton county, was rejected. 
On motion of Mr Hill, the nomination of Willis P Darby 
for Notary Public, for Fayette county, was rejected. 
On motion of Mr Lott, the nomination of C A Williams for 
Notary Public for Smith county, was rejected. 
. WEDNESDAY, Jan. 23, 1856. 
A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
following communication. 


| EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

: j Austin, Texas, 23d January, 1856. 

To the Hon. 

the Senate of the State of Texas: 

| Ihave made the following appointments of Notaries Public, 
to which I respectfully ask your advice and consent. 

| Anderson County, L W Dumas, vice A Walston, removed. 

| Austin County, Samuel A Shelburn, vice John O’Brien, re- 

lected by the Senate. | 

f Bell County, H E Bradford, vice John T Flint, appointed dur- 

ng the recess of the Senate, T A Supple, appointed in the re- 

kess of the Senate. 

2 L Price, appointed in the recess of the Senate. 

| Bexar County, Daniel C Richardson. 

í Bosque County, T C Alexander, J K Hilton and Philip How- 

prd. 

| Brazoria County, J W Copes, vice Wm Eckles, deceased ; 

Robert F Clements, re-appointed, Peter McGreal, re-appointed. 

Í Brazos County, R P Mc Michel. ~ 


Calhoun County, Samuel S Givens, appointed in the recess of 
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the Senate. Edward Clegg, appointed in recess of the Senate. 
Robert F Forbes, vice W S Thomas, appointed in the recess 
of theSenate. Edward Ker, vice W Ogden, appointed during 
the recess of the Senate. Henry L Jones, vice Wm G Wood- 
man, appointed during the recess of the Senate. 

Caldwell County, Samuel J P McDowell, appointed during 
the recess of the Senate. James A Glenn, an original appoint: 
ment, : 

Cherokee County, Samuel T Harrison, vice Wm W Frizzell, 
removed. i 

Colorado County, Daniel F Payne, vice E J Benzano, rejec- 
ted by the Senate. - ` 

Coryell County, Wm H Priddy, vice R B Wells, appointed 
during the recess of the Senate. Charles P Karnes, Sam’l P 
Clymer and David Crawford, original appointments. 

DeWitt County, James A Baker, an original appointment. 
Boliver Pridgen, do do . do. 

Ellis County, William D Dillon, vice. James Hicks, whose 
term has expired. . 

Fannin County, Abraham McLellan. 

Fayette County, Quinn M Menefee, vice W P Darby, rejec- 
ted by the Senate. William R Jarman, vice W B Anderson. 

Freestone County, Joseph Linn, L D Bradley and W R D 
Armand, vice F P Clough. - 

Guadalupe County, Wm P H Douglass, vice J R King, elec- 
ted to the Legislature. 

Harrison County, William H Kelsey, vice Casey Askew, re- 
moved from the county. 

Hays County, J B J Oliver. 

Hopkins County, Zachariah J Scott, vice David Foster.— 
sames E Hopkins, vice Robt C Graves, whose term has expired. 
James Hooten. , | : 

Hunt County, Levi Sanders and Sanuel Hooker. 

Lavaca County, William Moore vice, Maryland Jones, elec- 
ted Chief Justice. Marmaduke M Box. | 
Leon County, J P Reinhart, vice Wm Holman removed. 

Limestone County, W J Person. 

Matagorda County, Henry Thorp. . 

McLennan County, J W Nowlin, vice R M Billingsly ap- 
pointed in the recess of the Senate. ` 

Madison County, Columbus Upson, John E Sundstion. 

Milam County, Alex W Sneed, reappointed. 

Navarro County, Henry Cropland. 

Red River County, George F Lawton, vice Joseph J Dickson, 
resigned. i 
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Refugio County, John R Tully, Walter Lambert and John 
Logan. . 

Robertson County, John H Feeney and Wm P Townsend. 

Rusk County, Frank H Nelson, vice Wm O Hair removed 
from county. William M Ross, vice David Collins, re- 
signed. 

“Vanzandt County, George Rosenbaum, John Patterson and 
William Settles. i 

Walker County, L C Roundtree, vice M C Rogers, whose 
term has expired. George W Farris. : 

Washington County, George W Campbell, vice Wayne 
Bishop; Robert L Rutherford, Vice Adolphus Hope, deceased. 

E. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the nominations were 
made the order of the day for Monday, the 28ch inst. 

i a Tavurspay, January 24, 1856. 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting the ° 
following communication : 

ExECUTIVE OFFICE, 
January 24, 1856. l 
To the Honorable, i 

| the Senate of the State of Texas: 

I have appointed the following named persons, Directors of 
the State Penitentiary, to which I respectfully ask your advice 
and consent viz: l i 

Adam R Bowen, vice J McGary, resigned ; William M Bar- 
rett, reappointed, his term having expired; Harvey Randolph 
vice J C Smith, removed. | 


E. M. PEASE. 


On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, the nominations were 
made the order of the day for Monday the 28th inst. 
SATURDAY, January 26, 1856. 
A message was received from the Governor transmitting the 
following communication : 
ExecuUTIVE OFFICE, } 
Austin, Texas, 25th January, 1856. 
To the Honorable 


the Senate of the State of Texas. 

I have made the following appointments of Notaries Public 
of Smith county, to which I respectfully ask your advice and 
consent, viz: | l 

J W Chancey, vice C A Williams, rejected by the Senate. 
Samuel Rogers, vice R Hotchkiss, left the county. Samuel 
Pinkerton, an original appointment. J L McKay, an original 
appointment. E. M. PEASE. 
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On motion of Mr Lott, the rule was suspended and the nom- 
inations taken up and confirmed by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Milli- 
can, Palmer, Pirkey, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, 
of Fannin, Truit, Whitaker, White and Wren—22. 

Nays—None. - 

On motion of Mr, Grimes, the communication of the Govern- 
or, of the 23d inst., containing nominations of Notaries Public, 
was taken up. i 

On motion of Mr Guinn, the nomination of L W Dumas, for- 
Notary Public for Anderson county, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Maverick, the nomination of Dan’l C Rich- 
ardson for Notary Public, for Bexar county, was rejected by 
the following vote: 

Yxeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Doane, Flana- 
‘gan, Grimes, Hill, Lott, Martin, Maverick, Palmer, Pedigo, 
Pirkey, Russell, Scarborough, Superviele and White—17. 

Naxs-—Messrs Bryan, Guinn, McCulloch, McDade, Millican, 

Taylor, of Cass, and Whitaker—7. 
© Mr Hill moved the rejection of the nomination of William R 
Jarmon, for Notary Public for Fayette county, upon which the 
yeas and nays were as follows : 

Yeras—Messrs Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, Lott, McDade, Martin, Mave- 
rick, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, 
Truit, Whitaker and White—21. 

Nays—Messrs Guinn and Taylor, of Cass—2; so the nom- 
ination was rejected. . 

Mr Flanagan moved to reject the nomination of William M 
Ross, upon which motion the yeas and nays wére as follows. 

Yxras—Messrs Armstrong, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Hill, 
McDade, Maverick and Taylor of Fannin—8 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Doan, Guinn, Scott, 
McCulloch, Martin, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, 
Scarborough, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Weatherford, Whitaker, 
White and Wren—so the Senate refused to reject the nomina- 
tion. 

All the rest of the nominations contained in the communica- 
tion of the Governor, of the 23d inst., were confirmed by the 
following vote : | 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Caldwell, 
Doane, Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Mar- 
tin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scar- 
borough, Scott, Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Fannin, Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren—27. - 
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Navs—Mr. Flanagan—1. 
Monpay, January, 28, 1856. 


The nomination of Adam R. Brown, William M. Barrett and 
Harvey Randolph for superintendents of the State Penitentiary 
were confirmed by the following vote. 

Yeras—Messrs. Bryan, Buroughs, Doane, Grimes, Guinn 
Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, 
Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Superveile, Taylor of Cass,Truit, 
Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren—22. 

Fays—Messrs Caldwell, Flanagan and Scott—3. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the vote rejecting the nomination of 
William R Jarman as a Notary Public for Fayette county, was 
reconsidered and laid on the table. 

Tourspay, Jan’y 29, 1856. 

A message was received from the Governor transmitting the 
following communication: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, l 
Austin, Texas, 29th Jan’y 1856. 
Lo the Honorable - 
the Senate of the State of Texas 

I have made the following appointments of Notaries Public, 
to which I respectfully ask your advice and consent, viz: 

Bexar County, H F Oswald, vice D © Richardson, rejected 
by the Senate. G H Nelson, re-appointed. 

Harris county, William Andres, reappointed. 

= Kerr county, Adam Voght, an original appointment. Er- 
nest Altgelt, an original appointment. 
| Montgomery County, L L Bradbury, re-appointed. 

Washington county, F J Cook, re-appointed. 

I also ask leave to withdraw the name of William R Jarman, 
which was sent to the Senate some days since for confirmation 
as a Notary Public for Fayette county, and to substitute the 
name of W B Anderson. 

Red River County, John M Bivens, vice James M Rivens,. 
who was confirmed sometime since by mistake. l 

E. M. PEASE. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the nominations were confirmed by 
the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Flanagan, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hill, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, 
Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey; Potter, Russell, Scarbo- 
rough, Scott, Superviele, Taylor, of Fannin, Truit, Weatherford, 
Whitaker and White—27. Nays—None. 
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A Fripay, Feb. 1, 1856. 

On motion of Mr Taylor, of Houston, the nomination of L 
W Demas, for Notary Public for Andersen county, was taken 
up from the table and confirmed by the following vote : 

Yras—Messrs Allen, Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, 
Grimes, Guinn, Hord, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, 
Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Scarborough, Superveile, 
Taylor, of Fannin, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, 
Whitaker, White and Wren—25. Nays—None. : 

A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
following communication : 

Executive OFFICE, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 1, 1856. 
To the Honorable | 
the Senate of the State of Texas : 

I have made the following appointments of Notaries Public 
to which I respectfully ask your advice and consent, viz: 

Burnet county, A R Johnson, an original appointment. 

Galveston county, Frederick Muler, vice J S Darragh, 
whose term has expired. A F James, re-appointed. 

Limestone county,S G McLendeo, appointed during the re- 
cess of the Senate. 

Lamar county, Pinckney M Price, vice Rutherford, removed 
from the county, Charles Welden, vice M G Settler, Joseph 
McCarty, vice David H Davis, who refused to qualify. 

Rusk county, Thomas R Pittner, re-appointed. 

Travis county, Peter B Lowe, appointed during the recess of 
the Senate, Alexander W Terrell, vice F T Duffau, whose 
term has expired. 

On motion of Mr Scott, the nominations were made the order 
of the day for to-morrow. 

SATURDAY, Feb. 2, 1856. 

The nominations for Notaries Public submitted to the Sen- 
ate on yesterday, were taken up, ahd on motion of Mr Flana- 
gan, confirmed by the following vote : 

Yuas——Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burroughs, Flana- 
gan, Grimes, Guinn, McCulloch, McDade, Martin, Maverick, 
Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Superviele, Tay- 
lor, of Cass, Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Weatherford and Whit- 
aker—23. Nays—Messrs Caldwell and Hill—2. 

A message was received from the Governor, transmitting the 
following communication > 
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ExrcuTive OFFICE, 


Austin, Feb. 2, 1856. 
To the Honorable 


the Senate of the State of Texas: 


I have made the following appointments of Notaries Public 
to which I respectfully ask your advice and consent, viz: 
Lampasas county, George W. Scott, an original appointment. 
Parker county, John Francis, an original appointment.— 
John C Hunton, an omginal appointment. R A Eddleman, an 
original appointment. , 
Nacogdoches county, Ambrose B Eubank, re-appointed. 
Nueces county—I ask leave to withdraw the nomination of 
James Myers, submitted on a previous day ot your session, and 
to substitute the name of Henry A Maltby, in his place. 
Refugio county, Daniel M Hastings, an original appoint- 
ment, 
Webb county, W F Alexander, an original appointment. 
E. M. PEASE. 
The nominations were confirmed by the following vote : 
| Yras—Messrg Allen, Burroughs, Doane, Flanagan, Grimes, . 
Guinn, Hill, Hord, Lott, McCulloch, Martir, Maverick, Pal- 
mer, Pedigo, Potter, Russell, Scott, Superveile, Taylor, of Cass, 
Taylor, of Houston, Truit, Whitaker and White—24. 
. Nays—None. 
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